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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVEUNOK OF BKMiAL. 

His Excelleiirv the Ui^^ht Ilon’ble Virroii Ai.ex\M)eh (ieorok Hoheht 
eh-Lytton, Earl <if Lytton, (j.c.s.i., g.cm.e, 

MEMBERS OF THE EXE(TTTIVE OOUNCll.. 

The Ilon'hle Sir lOcjir Stei’he.nson, k.c.i.k., (.si., in cbarffe 

of the following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

‘J. Political, excluding Haj j)ilgiimage, 
d. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and (»ther profchsional (jualificatiouH 

and standarcN, suhjei t t4) legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

(j. Jails, 

7. Judicial. 

S. I.egislat jve, including the Executive Administration of the 
liegislative Department and elections for Indian and 
I’rovincial I^egislatures, .subject to rules framed under 
sections (i4 {!) and 72 (u) of the Government of India Act. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, c.s.i., c.i.e., i.c.s,. in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. Education. 

G. Public Works. 

The Ilon’ble Maharaja Esiiai xisii Chandra R \y Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excludted areas. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Medical administration, including hospitals, dispensaries and 

afSylums and provision for medical education. 

G. Local Self-Government. 

The Hoirble Nawm* Bahadir Saivid Nawab Ali Ciiaudiiuri, Khan 
BAii\DrR, (M.K., in charge of the following j>ortfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Ilaj Pilgrimage. 

6. Forests. 

G. Agriculture and Industries. 

7. Excise. 

8. Registration. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COFNCIL. 

President. 

The Hoii’ble Kumar Siiiii Shekiiareswar Ray. 

Deputy President. 

Dr. Audullah Al-Mamvn Suiir \\\ ahdy. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Twentieth Session. 

Bahu J vTiNDiu Nath Ihsu. 

Mnulvi Kkrvmul Ilru. 

Mr. (i. M(>h(.a.n. 

Raja Mxnmmiu N\th H\y (’iimduuri of Santosh. 

Sorretarv to the (’ouiicil — 1. Bvrteea, i.( .s. (on leave), A. DB 
C. Wii.i.ivMs, 

Assistant Seeietarie-s to the Council — A. M, lIuTciiisoN (on leave), 
K. N. M\jumij\u, and J. W. Me K\y, 

Be^fi'-trar to the Council — M. Mi mierji 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Addams- Williams, Mr. C.. C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. (Benf^al National OhainWr of (’’ommerce.) 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. [Tip})era (Muhaniiiiadan). ] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. [Mymensingh East (Mubaniroadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zanuoor. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Alisanullah, ^^ollah. [Bnjshnhi North (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob. ft’alcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altai. [Mymcrisin^h Ea*it (Muhammadan).] 


B 

Ha^^chi, Bahu Itonic," t'haiidia. | Malda ( N(»n-Muhammadan) . ] 

Baksh, Mauhi Kader. | Dinajjmi ( Muhammadan K ] 

Bamujca, I)?. Ihaniathaiiath. [('ah utla East ( Non-Mul»ammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bahu Satya Kisliore. (Burdwan Landliolders. ) 

Baiierjee, Mi. A. (\ [(’alcutta South (Vntral (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bai Baliadui’ Ahinash t'handru. (Nominated Non-offi('inl.) 
Burma, Bai Sahih Banchanan, M.B.K. (Ban^^mr (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. II. ( An^'l(>-Indian. ) 

Basil. Bahu Jatindra Nath. fOab'utIa North (Non-Muhammadun).] 
Ba.su, Bahu Sarat (’handra. [Burdw'an (Non-Muhummndnn).] 

Birley, Mr. L., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Biswas, Mr. Alxhil Latif, B.L. [Dacca West (Uural) Muhammadan.] 
Bose, Bahu Bejoy Krishna. (Calcutta Cniversity.) 


c 

CampWlI, Mr. K. (Benp-al Chaml^er of (’ommerce.) 

CUakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. [24-Barganas Bural South (Non-Mubam* 
madan).] 

Chakravarti, Bubu Joj^indra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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C|^»tterjee, Babu IJmes Chandra. [Banknra East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, the Iloii’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan 
%,diahadur, C.I.E., [Member, Executive Council.] 

Chaudhuri, Ilai Harendranath. [24-Pargaria8 Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ohaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Iluq. [Chittag^oiig (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Saiyed Abdur Rob. [Faridpur South .(Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Child, Mr. R. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C.howdhury, Mauivi Fazlal Karim. [Bakar^anj North (Muhammadan).] 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

(^ohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.). 

C^ooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Asflo<“iation.) 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J. [Dacca and Chittaj^:onjf (European).] 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

D 

Dus, Babu Cliaru (’liaiidra. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Das, Dr. Mohini Molmn. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. ^Nominaied Official.) 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Bogra cvm Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Datta, Babu Akhil (Jiundra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominaled Non-official.) 

Dc, Mr. K. ('., (hl.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prosad. [lIo(»^hly Municipal (Non-^Iuhammadan).] 
Donald, the lloiride Mr. J., (hS.I., (M.K. iMcmhcr. Executive Council.) 
Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, M.B.K. [Dacca ('ity (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

F 

Fnro(pii, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. | Presidency and Burdwan ( Europ(*an ) . ] 

C 

• 

Gafur, Mauivi Abdul. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 

Ganjfiily, Babu Khaf^endra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ghuznavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [ M>niiensingh West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Gmmka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Ouha, Mr, P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 
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H 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. [Calcutta South (Noii-Muhaiuiuadan).] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Zahinil. [Dacca East Rural (Muhanmiaduu).] 
Haq, Shah Sycd Eiiuladul. [Tippera (MuhamiiiadaiiE] ^ 

Heard, Major-General Richard, C.I.E., M.D., K.II.S., I.M.S. (Nomi- 
nated Official.) 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., O.B.K. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayedul. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Ilo’oain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda rum Jalpuifruri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Wahed. [Banackpore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Maulvi A. K. Euzl-ul. [Bakarjfanj We.st (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubiil. |24-Pai>ranas Municipal (Muhammadan),] 

il 

James. Mr. F. F., O.B.F. [Fresidcmy and Huidwan (Eurojxsui).] 
Jcnnaway, Mr. J. H. (Indian Mininjr Association.) 

Joardar, Maulvi Attah Hossain. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Khaitan, Hahn Debi l‘ntsad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Bahu Dcdiendia Fal. ( M idnapore .North ( Non-Muhumniadan). ) 
Khan, Maulvi .Midui HascliJd. [N<»akhalj ( Muliamnuidan). ] 

Khan, Maulvi .Vniamit. [ ( 'hitta^onij; (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi .Malii Fddin. ( Itan^rjmr ICast (.Muhammadan).] 

L 

Lai Mohammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Raja Reshee (ase, C.I.F. (Bengal National (’hamher of 
(’ommcrce.) 

Idddcll, Mr. IT. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Lindsay, Mi. J. IL, l.t'.S. (Nominated Official.) 

M 

• 

Muhamina<l, Maulvi Ba.sur. [ILiiigpur West (Muhaimnodan).] 
Maity, Bahu Maheiulra Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ma.sih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C., C.I.E. (Expert, nominated.) 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitrn, Babu Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).} 
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Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., C.I.E. (Presidency Landholders.) 
Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mi^kerjea, Babu Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-oflScial.) 

Muniin, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul. (Expert, nominated.) 

N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, Khaje. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Oftirial.) 

P 

Pahlowan, Mnulvi Md. Abdui Jubbar. [Mymensingh AVest (Muham* 
niudan). ] 

Philip, Mr. J. V. (Hengal Chamber of (’ommerf-e.) 

Q 

Quader, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, Sir .\bd-ur, K.C S.I. [ Hooghly llomah Municipal 

(Muliammadan). I 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacea rniversity.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna l)eb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. fBirbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. [Bankura AA>.st (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. fRangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Sureiidra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. fFaridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
•Ray, the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi l^and- 
holders.) 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur Kshnuni.sh Chandra of Nadia. 

(Member, Executive Council.) 

Ray ('haudhuri, Babu Haripada. < Expert, nominated.) 

Ray (^haudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-ofticial.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. (Dacca Land- 
holders.) 


* Frrtidctil of thr Bcn^iU LiyLsiiitixp Counci’. 
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IX 


Eoy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Sateowripati. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan),] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. D. N. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. S. N., I.C.S. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, C.I.E., of Chakdighi. [Burdwnn (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhnmraadan).] 
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 

8 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. [Jessore North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sarkar, Babu llemanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Dacca (^ity (Muhammadan).] 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sasmal, Mr. B. N. [^idnaporc South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. N. C. [ Bakarganj .\oitb (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [(’hittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Simj»''on. Mr. J. W. \. (Indian .lute Mills Association.) 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (C'hittagong liandholders.) 

SkiniH i, Mr, S. A. ( Heniial Cfiamber (d Commerce.) 

Snaith, Mr. J. F. (C'alcuttii Trades.) 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Sn Hugh. K. C.I.E., C.S.I. (Member, E.xecn- 
five Cf»uncil.) 

*Siihiaward\ , Dr. .\. I 24-I*arganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Iluseyn Shaheed. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib T’ddin. [Bogra Muhammadan).] 

Travers, Mr. W. L., C.I.E., O.B.E. [RajHhahi (European).] 

V 

Villiers, Mr. Edward. [Ibesidemy and Burdwan (European).] 

W 

Wilson, Mr. R. B., C.I.E. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Y 

Tasin, Maulvi Muhammadan. [Burdwan Division North (Muham- 
madan).] 


• D«.iut> PrmMent of 0.e B<mgai ConiicU. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Twentieth Session.) 

VOLUME XX— No. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Counril met in the {’ouneil CliJimher in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
<in Tuesday the Kitli Fehnian . 192(1. at d r.M. 

Present: 

The Ilon’hle the President (Kumar Sum Siikkii \hks\vau Ray) in 
the (’hair, (h(‘ four Hoii’Ide Menihej" of the Exe<‘utive ('ouneil, and 115 
nominated and elected memhers. 

Oath ok ai j-ikmatio.n. 

The following membt'rs made an oath.oi atiirmation of their allegiance 
to tlie Crown : — 

Mr. J. G. ])kt MMOM). i.( .s 

Rai Am\k N\iu Das Pahadur. 

Nil K-ll VIIIM, KC.*-.!. 

Mr. R. R. Wii SON. ( i.E 

Mi. R. II. Cun. I). 

Mr. d. Y. Pmi.ir. 

Air. S. A. Skinneh. 

Mr. (j. Mono IN. 

Air. C. G. C(K)i*KR. 

Air. d. W. A. Simpson. 

Air. T. C. Ckuvfori). 

Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas. 

Obituary References. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council,— Since we met last, 
death has taken away three of our friends w’ith whom this Council 
had l)een connected at one time or other. One of them, Alaulvi Naj- 
muddin Ahmed, was a sitting member of the Council. After a distin- 
guished service as a Deputy Collector under the Bengal Government, 
he devoted the rest of his life to the ser\ice of his mother land. He 
was one of the prominent members of the Swaraj Party, held in high 
esteem by Hindus and Afuhammadans alike. He was a sincere and 
unostentatious worker in the cause of Hindu- Moslem unity and in his 
death Beniral has lo.st a natriot whose services she cpuld hardly spare 
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OBITUARY REFERENCES. 


[ 16 th Fbb. 


at such a critical period of her politics when so much depends upon 
a happy solution of the difficult problem of our communal differences. 

By the death of Maharaja Jagadindra Nath Ray of Nator, another 
prominent figure has been removed from our midst. He was the head 
of one of the most ancient and renowned houses of the zamindars of 
Bengal. He was a man of versatile genius, and his refinement and 
culture endeared him to all who came in contact with him. Whether 
in the social life of Bengal, whether in the field of politics or of liter- 
ature, he has left a lasting memory of which evei’y Bengalee would be 
ever proud. T hope to ])e excused gentlemen, if I give expression to 
a personal feeling in referring to him. He twice represented the 
zamindaiK of the Rajshahi Division in this Council, the same consti- 
tuency which I now represent and I shall always remember him grate- 
fully for the kindness he sliowed to me by retiring in my favour in 
1915, affording me an oppoHunity to represent his constituency in the 
Council. 

Lastly, gentlemen, I have to refer to the death of one who was 
one of tJie best friends of our country, I mean the late Lord Carmichael. 
He came to Bengal at a time of great unrest and anxiety and no fitter 
person could have been chosen for the task of steering the ship of 
state into calmer waters than he. Lord Carmichael had all the quali- 
ties that go to make the great ones of this earth, — firmness of (dinracter 
tempered by kindness of heart, an innate faculty of wliole-hearted 
sympathy for his fellow-men and an abundajice of tact and judgment. 
He luttde here many friends in almost every walk of life, for he was 
not only an administrator but a scholar aind a jjhilanthrophist, mixing 
freely with the people, always kind and courteous to high and low 
alike; and when he left Bengal, there was genuine sorrow in the land. 

I remember him very well jis President of the Bengal Legislative 
(^)uncn in the days when the Governor used to pre.side over the deli- 
berations of his TiCgislative Council. And I would never forget the 
c( urtesy that he extended to us. •Even when he had any occasion to 
administer a rebuke it was almost an apologetic word of caution accom- 
imnied by a sweet smile and the familiar twinkle of his eyes which 
made the most obstinate of us give way at once. In brief, gentle- 
men, I may say that he was a ruler whom the people of Bengal dearly 
loved and in whose passing we mourn the loss of a real friend of 
mother Beng}il. 

With your permis^it.n gentlemen, the condolence of the House will 
W conveyeil to the bereaved members of the family of the deceased 
persons. I would ask you now kindly to rise in your places as a mark 
of respei't to the memory of our departed friends. 

(All the members then rose in their seats.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. 
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Panel of Chaimien. 

PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal Ijegislative Council Rules, 1920. I nominate the follow- 
ing members of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session, namely — 

Babu Jatindra Nath Bast. 

Hauivi Ekramfl Hrq, 

Mr. G. Morgan, and 

Raja Manmatha Nath Ray CHArmuRi. of Santosh. 

Fnless otherwise arranged, the senior ineiuber among them present 
in the above order named will preside over the deliberations of thia 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 


Appointment of a Vernacular Stenographer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have received u j>etition from six non-official 
luemhers of this ('oiinciL asking that u Vernacular Stenographer should 
be appointed to report the sjjeeches made in Bengali iit this Council. 

In reply to the signatories, I may say that the matter hn» 
received iny careful consideration and I am in full sympathy with the 
roque.st contained in the petition. But perhaps the Council is aware 
that a qualifie<l Verna< ulur Stenographer is not readily available. He 
has got to be trained at Government exptuise and this will take some 
time. The life of the present Council too will be soon dniwing to a 
close. In view of these considerations I think we should early' on as 
at present. I however promise to leave a note in the Legislative 
Department that the niafter should he taken up by the time the new 
Council come.s into office. 


Starred QuMtkmt 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Honorary Magistrates. 

M. Babu 8UDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(f) how many of the Honorary Magistrates have not passed the 
Entr^mce or Matriculation Examination ; and 
(n) whether those mentioned in clause (?) record deposition and 
write judgments in English P 
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QUESTIONS, 


^6th Feb. 


(b) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether, before 
appointing an Honorary Magistrate, any attempt is made to test his 
fitness for the work he will have to do? 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) (i) The information is not readily avail- 
able and no useful purpose will be served in collecting it. 

(ii) The power to record evidence in the English language is con- 
ferred only on those who by their knowledge of the language are 
qualified to do so. 

(h) No formal test is prescribed, but selection is made from gentle- 
men of education and }>osition who are willing to devote a portion of 
their time to the performance of the work. 

Mfa At Ca BANERflEE: I shoi^ld like to ask the Hon'ble Member 
if the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate are consulted in the matter of the appointment of Honorary 
Magistrates? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that arises out of this question. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: 1 think it arises with regard to the ques- 
tion of qualifications. 

The Hofl’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The appointments are 
made on the recommendations of the Chief Presidency Magistrate. So 
far as I know the Commissioner of Police is not consulted. 

Mr. A. C. BANERilEE. As regard the question of qualifications, 
are any steps taken by the tlovernment to in(|uirc against corruption 
<18 far as these Magistrates are concerned? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Cb^der, order, 


Failure of crop in the subdivision of Vishnupur. 

Ml. Babu UMES CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Land Revenue aware 
that there has been dif^tress as regards food, fodder and water in the 
subdivision of Vi.shnupur, in the district of Bankura, owing to failure 
of crops consequent uixm failure of rains this year? 

(h) If so, what steps, if any, are the Government contemplating 
laking in the matter? 

(c) If the i^nswer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of inquiring into the matter with a view 
io taking steps? 
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QUESTIONS. 


NiMif R in cfiVB« of DEPARTMENT of LAND REVENUE (tte 
HonHrit Mahartla Kthauniih ChtiMlra Ray Bahailiir, of NMKiO: (<0 

Tbe rainfall was less than normal, ami the'padily c rop in many places- 
was poor. The scarcity of water was relieved by later rains. 

(b) and (c) It has been ascertaine<l by eiu|uiry that no spet'ial actioit 
U iiwessary. 


Expondiftire for estiblistiment in the Civil and Criminal Courts in the 
Noakhali district. 

Mil. Mauivi Md. NURtJL HUQ CHAUDHURY; With nieremc 
to tlie reply ^jiven starred tpiestion No. XIII put hy Mauivi Sayedul 
Ho(|ue oil the 3rd December, will the Hon’hle Member in charge 

of tlie Judicial Department be jdeaseil to lay on the table a statement 
showing the accounts of expenditure under the different heads i' 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The lahour involved in 
the pieparation ot the itn^wer would he incommensurate with its 
.1* ilify 


Death of certaii at the King George’s Dock Works. 

IV. Babu BOROOA PROSAD DEY: With reference to the reply 
^iven to clause \ h) of my starred (piestion No. Ill of the 3rd December, 
Itrjo, will the llou’hle Memher in (diar^e of the ^ Depart meiit of 
(\mimercc he pleased to lay on the table tbe reports nuMitioned therein? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald: The thiee reports are laid on the table. 


Reports referred to tn the rephj to starred (furstatn ,\o. IV. 

Uevokt srmiiTTEi) Mr. N ('. lliiAn \ui \ hji, Assistam' 

Ei.ECTRIC lNSrK( IOR to IHK (loVKKNMKM OF UknOAI. ON THE KLKC- 
IRKAI. \(<'JI)F>T IHVl lOOK 1T.\(F ON lOTII JlT.Y. 1925, AT KiNO 
(tKoROK’s Do( K \T (j^RDF-V Ue^(H. 

1 have examined the crane and ail other apparatus and mutteiH that 
mi^ht lead up to the a<rideiit reported by the Deputy Chief Engineer 
(Construt tion) to the Ciminiissioner.s for the Port of Calcutta in his 
letter No. 3140, dated 15th July, 1925, and beg to re|M>rt as follows; — 
2. Dn 15th July last it was found necessary to shift an electric 
crane in use on the construction of the entrances to King George’s Dock 

S 
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at (tarden Ileach, but the motor having failed* to work, a number of 
coolies were eufrajyed to pinch it along its track. In trying to do so, 
15 coolies received electric shock, of whom seven died. 

r‘l. Three 500 volt A.C. three-phovse motors supply the motive power 
to the (Tune. The supply of energy to the crane comes from transform- 
ing station No. 4 of the Port Tinist. through an overhead feeder, an 
armoured cable laid on the top of the wells, one switch, a short length 
of a four-cored cahtvre sheatlied cable terminating at an oilsiyitch, and 
from there through a similar cabtyre sheathed four-cored* cable. 

Two earth wires were connected to a bolt on the cable drum. 

The neutral of the .system is insulated. 

4. An examination of the ])lace of accident showed that the live 
parts (»f the trailing cable, switch, motor and the wiring on the crane 
were all inaccessible and could not be touched by so many men at one 
tim(‘ under any circumstances. The accident could not therefore be 
the result of an accid'ental contact with any live wire or part of any 
xnjjchinery or appaiatus. 

It was j»ossible, however, to get electric shock und(*r certain condi- 
tions by touching: — 

(1) the crane from the ground; 

(2) tlie crane from the raiK; (»r 

(d) the rails fnun the ground. 

The (‘(mditions under which a sewrr shock could be received in 
the above three •uses were: — 

(/) The existence (d sufiiciently large leakage irctm one (d' the jdiasO" 

(li) The existence of a sufficiently large resistance between — 

(ft) tlM‘ cinne and the earth; or 
(h) the crane and the rails; and 
(r) tlie rails and the (‘urth. 

(///) Direct or indirect (through some substance* of fairly Ijigh (‘on- 
d*uctivity) contact of either the crane or at least one of the rails witli 
one of the other live idiases. 

In the absence of a sufficiently large leakage from one plutse, a higli 
rasistaiice between the rails and the crane and between the rails and 
the earth or between the crane and the earth and at least a partial 
contact of the crane or rails with one of the live phases the accident 
could not possibly take place. 

5. On actual test and examination of the log sheets at the trans- 
forming station, the insulation of the feeder was found to be defective, 
lioakage current, of course, was not constant but within a short space 
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of tim#, during mr test the insulation resistance of one of the phases 
was noti<ed to come (h)wn twice to aero. The log sheet of the day of 
the accident showed that the insulation of one of the phases was very 
low a few minutes l>efore tlie accident. The first condition was there- 
fore favourable for the accident. 

6. The resistance Wtween the crane and the eai*th was found to 
be alx)Ut 4 ohms only and the resistance between the crane and one of 
the rails was j>ractically nil. 

But the resistance between the other rail and the earth was oncv 
btK) ohni>. The resistaiue l)etween the rail and the crane also was 
over 5(H) ohms. One of the rails (‘ould therel(»re be charged and the 
second cojidition was also favourable. 

T. The lM»d\ of the crane could be alive eitlier by leakage or through 
accidental contort with a conductor of the supply cin’uit or tlie rotnj 
circuit of the motor vliich would act us a transformer when it loul a 
supply to its terminals, but the rotor did not m<»ve. 

No evidence (»f accidental contiu’t of any live condm'tor with the 
crane IhhI) could lx* f(mnd. The insuiati<»n resistance of the whole of 
the (*rane installation was found to he It), 000 ohms. A leakage cur- 
rent through this resistance could not kill so many men, and moreoviT 
the low resistauie of the crane body to txirth would have ottered com- 
plete protection t(» any one even if the earth wires were not connectfsl 
to tlie crane. On connecting one of the li\e wires to the Ixidy of tlie 
iraiie a** well as (o the wiring of the crane after disi onnecting the earth 
wiie-^, the potential (hflerencc between the earth and llu* crane Ixidy 

wa^ found to he too small t<» lx* measured with an ordinary Weston 

Miltinrtei. No slunk c(Uild also he felt hy touching the crane ImmIv, 
.Mr Burkiiishaa. ('oiisulting Kngimxu’ to the Port Trust, Mr, White, 
the KUMliiial i’cH'iiian, and the mislries of the Trust told me that 
the\ all examined and found the earth wires coniUHted to the crane 
body after the accident. I found* m* reason to dislxdieve their state- 
ments. It wouhl therefore he seen that the Ixxly cif the crime could 

m»t ].K»Svsihly be charged to any higher potential than that of the earth. 

1 (ould not disco>ei any definite evidence of the eltxtrification of 
the rails, hut tlie fact remains that the men received shfxk and seven 
men were killed. The natural inference, therefore, is that one of the 
rails bwame chnrgeiP How that came about it is not ix)ssible to say. 
for the causp of the electrification of the rail is not there now. It must 
eitlier have been removed intentionally or unintentionally, or it lias 
reinove<l itself. Since the kxiy of the crane and one of the phases 
were earthed, any one of the coolies who were working in rain.s on 
ground txiaked witli wafer would have every" chance of getting a fata’ 
shock by touching the crane from the electrified rail. Those who wo aid 
touch the crane fmm the ground at some distance from the particular 

2 a 
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rail would get less severe shuck. Severe shock would also be received 
by touching the rail from the ground. 

8. It would be clear from the above that had the rails been pro- 
perly earthed the accident could not have taken place. The Port Com- 
minsioners are therefore guilty of not having complied with rule 43 of 
the Indian Electricity Rules, 1922. I may also point out that the 
use of cabtyre sheathed cable on a medium pressure circuit is a breach 
of rule 61 (c). 

9. Although owing to the alxeiice of any definite proof as to how 
the rail became alive, it is not possible to make any one directly res- 
ponsible for the acci(fent. 1 must point out that the Commissioners 
for the Port of Calcutta, Mr. Hurkinshaw, their Consulting Engineer, 
and Mr. White, the Electrical Foreman in charge of the crane, are all 
jfii fitly resjum^iblc for it. 

The accident was avoidable, and had the Electricity Rules been fully 
complied with, it would not have taken jdace. 

10. The ground of the place, as ] have said before, is soaked with 
water, and a large number of men working there are barefooted. The 
])luce, therefore, is an ideal one for electrocution. In order to prevent 
any such accident in future, the following jwecautions should be taken : — 

(0 The Electricity Rules .should be strictly complied with. 

(it) The earth connections of the rails and the Ixalies of the cranes, 
j)umps, motors and other apparatus working there sliould 
be perifMlically inspected and tested and the results of such 
tests should be sent to this office. 

(lit) This offic'i» should iiispe<-t the installations and clie<"k such 
tests at least once a year. 

<ir) In order to ensure electrical continuity between different mem- 
bers of the crane body a copper conductor should l)e run over 
all the parts and be connecte<f to them. 

(r) The two earth wires should be connwted to separate and distinct 
])arts of the crane l)ody furthest fix>ra each other. 

(vi) The use of insulated neutral in the distributing system should 
not be permitted in this (‘ase. In .such a Tjystem the i)oten- 
tial difference l)etween the earth and one phase becomes the 
maximum if a fault develops on any other phase, whereas 
if the neutral is earthed, the iK>tential difference between a 
])huse and the earth cannot exceed one-third timevS the phase 
voltage, and any great fault on any phase automatically dis- 
connects the faulty phase. The ri.sk of accidents would, 
therefore, be eousidertibly minimised if the neutral be 
eartheil. The Port Commissioners cannot, of course, be 



1926.] 


QUESTIONS. 


9 


compelled under the Act to earth their neutral, but wnce 
in a pFace like this the consideration of safety shouh^ out- 
weig-h the advantages of using insulated neutral, the Port 
Commissioners may perliaps be prevailed upon to do this. 


The 25th Jvly, 1925. 


N. c. Bn ATTACH ARJ I, 

A^^istant Electric Inspector, 

Govern ment of Ucnynl. 


Copy of kkf’okt ok thk enqi iry hi i.d my tuk Ahditioxai, Distkict 

MaGISTKATK, 24-l*AK(tAN RE<;\K1>1N(J A('( IOKNT on an KI.KCTMU’ 

CRANK WIIK H TOOK PLA( 1 AT KlNG (iKOKI.k’s DoCK ON THE lOTH 

July, 1925. 

On the 15tli Jul\ last a fatal clectncal accident took place at about 
8-50 A.M. at King George’s Dock at Garden Beach. The motor of an 
electrical crane failed to work and a number oi coolies was engaged 
to pinch it along it*^ nract. The crane suddenly became (dectrified 
and 15 of the coolle^ engaged in moving it with iiowbars reieived 
shocks. Of tliese, seven died on the spot and of the other eight, all 
have completely lecovered, sav(‘ one, who had a burn on the sole ot 
his foot and is still l\ing m hospital. 

The ac( id(*nt t(u)k jdace outside the Pn‘snlenc\ town of (alcutta, 
The mattei should, theielore, have l>een, according to sectiim dd (1), 
Indian Electricity Act, IX ot 1919, reported to the District Magis- 
trate. The Assistant Engineer ot the Din-k, instead of reporting the 
matter to the Magistrate, as he was retiuired to do under section 174 
(1), (^r. P. C., sent a telephonic nie.ssage to the Garden Reach police- 
station. The Inspeitor in charge held an inquest on the afternoon 
of the .same day and concuned with the jurors’ verdict that the deaths 
were due to electric shocks accidentally received. 

An official Committee of the Calcutta Port Trust held an emjuiry 
on the 16th July into the particulars of the accident and found “ that 
the coolies were electrocuted Wcause the l)ody of the crane W’hich 
they were pushing along its tract Ivecame charged with electricity 
The Committee recorded the statement of several witnesses, hut 
failed to assign any definite cause for the certification of the crane 
body. 

The . matter was next investigated by Mr. N. C. Bhattacharji, 
Assistant Electric Inspector to the Government of Bengal. Accord- 
ing to him the accident was the result not of an accidental contact 
with any live wire or part of any machinery or apparatus, but of 
electrification of one of the rails which had not been properly earthwl. 
The judicial enquiry held on the 17th August, 1925, and in which 
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Mr. Bhattacharji attended, indicated the same conclusion. The 
( Jeik of works, Babu S. K. Sen, found that the crane was too far 
eahtward and could only reach one skip over one of two sidings. He 
asked the driver to move the crane westward, with a view to make it 
take up the skip from the other siding. The -driver told him, as he 
had previously told the head mistry, that the crane would not move 
forward. The head mistry had asked him to stop the crane to see 
what was wrong with it, but this could not be done, as in that case 
tlje entire work would have to be stopped. Babu S. K, Sen, instead 
of eiKjuiring why the crane w'ould not m(»ve, asked the driver to stop 
its motor and got two coolies to move it ahead with crow-bars. The 
crane could not be moved. Then Xhe witness got hold of some more 
coolies, asked the driver to w'f)rk the machine and told all the coolies 
to move the crane westw'urd with crow-bars. The head mistry 
noticed smoke beneath the crane and asked the driver to sto]) the 
motor of the crane. The men were then engaged in moving the crane 
ahead. There w’as a flash of light from underneath the crane after 
it had been moved .some d or 4 feet. Immediately the men on the 
laiLs received .shocks and all fell down. The l)r)ctor w’as at once .sent 
for and he found the six men at the place, all dead. Another man 
was brought out of a wall and he to(» wa*' found dead. lie al>;o 
examined eight men who had received shocks, and found that of 
these, three had g(»t electric burns. 1’he meii all received the sloM-ks 
while their legs were on the rails. There can, therefore, be no doubt 
that the accident, as held by the (fovernment Assistant Electric 
Inspector, W’us due to the sudden electrification of the rails. The 
Electrical Foreman, Mr. AVhite, of wlniin Mr. Ash, the Dejiufy C’hief 
Engineer, has got a very p«)<H’ opinion, .says that he had earthed the 
(‘lane, but not the rails. The earthing of the rails is said to have 
been left out, because Mr. Benni‘t, the officiating Deputy Engineer, 
had not given him any instruction on the point, though according 
to the Consulting Engineer, Mr. Burkinshaw, repeated instructions 
had been given that there should be two di.stinct and .separate eaith 
connections to every piece of mnchinerv with electric eijuipments. 
The non-earthing of all rails is tlieref(»re a breach of rule 4d of the 
Indian Electricity Buies, The omission, according to the 

letter of the Electric Inspector to (Government, was never brought 
to the notice of the Port Commissioners, and so the breach cannot 
(’ome in within the penal provisions of (’hapter VI of the Rules. 

The emiuiry, however, dischnstnl no definite negligence on the part 
(»f any one that w’ould justify a prosecution. The deaths were all 
accideiitol and due to shocks received by sudden electrification of the 
rails. 

H. C. (^HATTERJl, 

Additimwl Ihstrict 

The 24th August 192*5, 
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Finding, 

We, the undersigned, having carefully coii>ideied all the evidence, 
do find as follows; — 

From (he infcniuation before us it must be com hided that the 
coolies were electro(‘ut(*d because the ImkIv of the I'lane which they 
were pushing along its track became cliaiged with elec ti i(‘i( y. 

liuestions to which answer‘^ are re(juired aie:^ — 

(1) What was th(‘ direct cause of the eb*cti itication ot (he crane 

body ? 

(2) What juecautions had been taken against ^uch a cnntingtuicy y 

% 

(d) AVhy did these precautions fail? 

(4) Is any one culpable? 

(5) Ale fuither pi’ecaution> necessary? 

• 

W’ith regard to (I), Tin' ciane has been subject to thiei* exam- 
inations, 'riie tirst bv Mi. White, Electrical Foreman, soon after the 
accident. The second by Mr. W’hit(» in the presence (»f 
Mr. Ihiikinshaw, Electri<al (Nmsnltaiit, and of l^fr. Ash, Deputy 
Chief Engineer (Construct ion t, one Innii or more after the acf idtmt. 
The third by Mr. Thoinasson, Election Engineer to Messis. Metro- 
])(ditan Vickers Electrical C<jmpany. 

The results of these are lecoidei] in the evideme given by 
Mr. W’hite and Mr. Thomasson, 

It is not possible from thcM* investigations to assign any definite 
cause to the electrification of the crane body. 

In certain re.spects the junction of the crane wiring system and 
the cabtyre feeder cable left something to be desired, and the 
insulation resistance of the complete installation was low’, but none 
uf these conditions can lie said to account for what tcKik place. 

With regard to No. (2). A “ double earth ” was jirovided. Thin 
■onsisted of a galvanised steel wire leading from the Injdy of the 
i‘rane to a steel rod buried in the wet earth, together with a separate 
[•onnection through the fourth core of the cabtyre cable to a separate 
earth With regard to the first of these connections it hac 
jriginally been the practice to provide copper earthing wires, but it 
has been necessary to substitute galvanised steel w’ires, liecause th« 
opper was invariably stolen. 

With regard to No. It may lie said that the failure of the 
?arth comunication rather than the leakage of electricity to the Innly 
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of the crane, was the real cause of the accident. Had the earth 
commuTii(;uti(m l)een in perfect wder, it is inconceivable that these 
deaths could have been caused. 

With rejraid to No. (4). When the crane was examined by 
Mr. White, in the presence of Mr. Ash and of Mr. Burkinshaw, an 
hour or more after the accident, the galvanised steel earth wire was 
finnly Incited in position and the fourth or earthing core of the cab- 
iyre cable was twisted round the galvanised steel earth wire. 

Orders had been issued to the effect that each piece of electric.il 
machinery should lie provided with two separate and distinct earth 
w'ires and though it might be argued that the orders had been roni- 
plied with in this cai^, yet it is improper for both earth wires to 
have a common connection to the apparatus which has to be earthed 
and it is bad workmanship to make an electrical connection by 
twisting one^wire round another without other means of securing a 
good contact. Both earths were dependent upon a single connection 
to the crane body, and in this respect we consider Mr. White was 
negligent. Had two separate and distinct connections to the crane 
body been provided, it would have been necessary for both to lune 
been detached before the accident could have happened. 

In his evidence Mr. White admitted that he had been under the 
crane to examine the travelling motor, and at that time he had 
pulled the earth wire t(» make sure that it was firmly connected, but 
hud not otherwise interfered with it. 

If, at the time of the accident, the <*arth connection had been 
in tlie condition in which it was when examined by Mr. AVhile in 
the prt'sence of Mr. Ash and Mr. Burkinshaw, it is (*ertain that the 
accident could not have happened and the (X'curreme would have 
been inexplicable. Because we ha\e found some of Mr. White’s 
evidence to be cmitradictory and false, we are of the (*pinion that 
the earth wire was either detached or loo.se and that he made the 
connection go(»d during his preliminary examiijation. 

With regard to No. (b). We <-onsider that if the orders are 
t'nrried (Uit both in the spirit and in the letter, eft’ecdive means are 
provided for ensuring the safety of the staff. 

Steps had already In'en taken, before this aeeident, to augment 
the electrinil suiauvision on the job by the apiuiintment of an 
experienced Electrical Engineer. We do not consider that any further 
precautions can l>e taken. 

W, C. Ash. 

H. BrHKiN.sriAvv.* 

* J. D. Pkarson. 

W. Fm HExgY. 
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Medieal praoMionar iwailible for mrnm at Kiilpir 

•Vi Mfi 8i Ml HALDARs With reference to the reply jfiven to 
clause (J) of my starred question No. IX of the 3rd Deceml>er, 1925, 
w'ill the Hon’ble Member in charge of (he Political Department l>e 
pleased to state how far the medical practitioner referred to therein 
lives from Kiilpi? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'Iili 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): Six miles. 

Mr. Si N. HALDAR: Are these <letenus expected to walk six miles 
froTH the place of detention even when they are illy 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If they are^not t(H» ill. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Is the medical piactitionei proi>erly qualified F 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I understand he is 
properly (jualified. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR RAY: Is the det enne allowed to tiavel 
8e<(md classy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This do<*s not arise out of this (luestion. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR RAY: I want to know wlietlnu he is altowed 
to travel six mil(‘s. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: He is not allowed to 

travel six miles without permission. 


Detenu Paramanantfa Pe. 

•VI. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Wi th reterence to the reply gi\en 
to clause (/) of .starred que.stion No. XXXVIII of the 3rd December, 
1925, and question.s .supplemeniary thereto, will the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department 1 k‘ pleastMl to state when the Jail 
authorities consulted the Sjavialists, Polonel C’onnf>r and (’(doiiel 
Denham White in the matter of petitions submitted by detenu Para- 
mananda DeP 

(5) Are the Government considering the de.sirability of publishing 
the report by these two medical officers? 

Tho Hon’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Specialists were not 
consulted in his case. * 

(h) Does not arise. 
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lnorea$Mi tliowiiiGe to intarnoe datindra Nath Bhattacbarji. 

•VII. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: With reference to the reply given to 
clause (;) of starred question No. LX of the 8th December, 1925, will 
the Hon’ hie Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
lo state by how much the amount has been increased? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: By }ls, 8 a month. 

Calculation of passenger fares on steamers. 

•VIII. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Marine Department be jdeased to state whether 
there is any basis for the calculation of passenger fares and freights on 
luggage an(f goods on board steamers just as theie is on railways? 

(h) If so, what is the basis? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. «l. Donald): (d) and (5) (Tovernment have no intoiniation on the 
subject. 


Revenue paid by Steamship Companies. 

•IX. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ; {a) AVill the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge of tin* Marine Department be pleased to stat(‘ whether any 
revenue or any other cess is j)aid by the various Steamsliip ('ompaiiies 
for plying steamers on the waterways in Bengal? 

{h) If s<q what are the amounts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; (n) The companies in question pay 
no land revenue or ordinary cess for their use of the w’aterways in 
Bengal, but they jmy tolls to Government for their use of channels 
maintained by the Irrigation Department. 

ih) The tolls paid by the rompanies in 1924-25 amounted to 
R's. 3,47,188. 


Gibkhtn Bhtrani khal steamer route. 

•X. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
(‘hnrge of the Marine Department be pleased to state what arc the actual 
distances in miles l)efween Jhalakati and Eaukhali by river — 

(a) via Hajapur, t.c., along the old steamer rpute; 

{h) via Gabkhan Bharani khal, i.e., the present route? 
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Thi Itofl’blf Ilf. ila DONALD • TLe distal)ce^ acrordini^ (o Govern- 
ment’s letest information are — 

(а) about 18 miles; 

(б) about 11 miles. 


Railway connection to Barisal. 

•XI. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQs or) Will the Hon l»le Mem- 
her in charge of the Department of Puhlie Works (Hallways) ho 
pleased to state whether there was any proposal to eonneet llarisal by 
rail with Calcutta 'f 

(//) If so. what was the route of the last of the approved projec^ts? 

{(') Was any actual survey made of any routed 

{(I) If so, — 

(?) when and at wliat cost was the survey rnadi* : and 

(??) why weie no step*- taken att(*r the survey ‘r* 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[Railways] (the Hon’bte Mr. J. Donald); </;) Yes. 

(h) Faridpui-Hhan^M-Harisal was the last route s!n\e\ed. 

(c) Yes. 

{(1) (?) The Khulnu-Maduiifun -Barisal route was surveyed in MUd. 
The Faridpur-Bhan#?a-Barisal loute was sur\e\ed in The cost 

of the surveys is not known to the lo(*al (foverriimuit. 

(??) For the Khulna-Madaripur route the proposal was droppied as 
tlie construction of this line would liave resulted in u constant mena('C 
to the general health of the populace in its neighbourhood. For the 
Faridpur-Bhanga extensiiui the traffic survey showed that the line was 
unlikely to be remunerative and neither the lo<al Government nor the 
District Board were in a position to guarantee the Railway Board 
against loss. 


Introduction of a Bill for tho spread of primary adueatlon. 

•XII. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is the intention of Goveniment to introduce a Bill in the Council 
for the spread of primai-y education in Bengal? 

(h) If 80 , when is the Bill likely to be introduced? 
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MEMBER in otiarge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon^bie Mr. J. Donald): The Education Department have under con- 
sideration certain proposals dealing* with primary education. It is not 
y^et possible to state definitely Government's intentions in the matter. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Is it not a fact that the Secretary of the 
Education Department circulated to certain public bodies the principles 
of the Government Primary Education Bill recently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The Education Department have 
oertain proposals under consideration. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Is this Bill likely to be 
introduced in the life of this Council? 

The Hon’bie Mr. J. DONALD: As stated, it is not possible to 
state Government’s intentions in the matter definitely. 


Platforms at several stations of the East Indian Railway. 

•XIII. Bahu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: (a) Will the Hon bk 

Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Pailways) be 
pleastMl to state whether be is aware of the ineonveuienee wbieli 
Eeing felt by the j)aHseng<*rs in the important stations like Kamarkundu, 
Begumpur, Belmuri, ete., of the IIowrah-Burdwan New Chord Motion 
and also at the stations like Guptipara, Balagarh, Navadwip, etc., 
ot the Baiidel-Katwa line of the East Indian Pailway owing to the 
absence of ])latforms at those stations? 

(h) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, aie the Government 
i'onsidering tlie desiiahility of drawing the attention of the Railway 
authoiities to this matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr, J. DONALD: (<I) and (/>) These are matters for 
the Railway Board and Railway Advisory Committee^ to whom the 
member is referred. 


Distriot and Local Boards of Burdwan. 

•XIV. Baba MANMOHON NEOCI: With reference to the reply 
given to starred question No. LXXXVIII ou the llth December, 1^25, 
will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Oovernment W pleased to state what the irregularity in the election 
of Noveml>er, 1924, was due to? 
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MEMIER in ehargn of DEPARTMENT -of LOCAL 8ELF>COV' 
ERNMtNT (the Hon’Uo Maharaja Kthouniali Ghantfra Ray lahadufr 
of Natfia): Government have nothing to add to the reply given to the 
»juestion referred toon the 11th DeeeinW last, in uliieh the irregiilaiity 
was attributed to an oversight. 

Proscription of certain books. 

•XV. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: With reference to die answer 
to starred question No. V put by Habii Ilfunanla Kumar Sarkar ou 
the drd Decenilier, 1925, will the llon'ble MemlK*r in charge of the 
Political Department U* pleased to state which poem or poems of the 
thiee books mentioneil therein are seditious? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Oovennm iit do not propose 
to give to these publications the advert iwmient which an answer to 
this question would afford. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Is that the only reason why they could not 
jniblish the.se poem.s? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is apparent from the reply. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: I want to know whether that is the only 

leason. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou luu.st take it^ as the only reason. 


Allegation of ilLtreatmont in the petitions of cMtenus. 

•XVI. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: With reference to the reply^ 
given to my staired question No. LXXII of the 9th l)e<*eml)er, 192o, 
will the Hon’ble Memlxu’ in eliarge of the Political Department be 
pleased to state wdietber there was any allegation of ill-treatment iir 
those petitions? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No such allegation was^ 
made in any petition. 


Roilway oonnooCkm to Nawal^^anJ (Mafda). 

•XVII. BMni ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI; (a) Will the 
Hon’be Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Kail- 
ways) he pleased to state whether fOine merchants and residents ot 
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Nawabgiuij, in the district of Malda, have presented a memorial to 
the Government for recommending to the Railway Board a lailway 
connection to Nawabganj with Katihar-Godagari Railway line and have 
also j>raye<l for a diversion of the part of the newly-sanctioned Nachoul- 
Rampur Boalia-Natore line between Mundvomala and Nachoul, to 
Mundvomala via Amuura to Nawabganj? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said gentlemen are ready to guarantee 
interest on capital outlay as required by the (lovernment in answer 
to clauses (c) and if) to starred question No. XXXIl asked by me ai 
fi meeting of tliis rouncil held on the 14tb August, 192b, ns a condi- 
tion precedent to such recommendation? 

(c) Are th(' Government now considering the desirability of lecom- 
inending the railway lonnection to the Hailuav Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(h) It is stated so in the representation. 

(e) The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, has been consulteu and 
on receipt of his views Government will take the matter into consider- 
ntion. 


Grind Trunk Road over Chandmari Bridge. 

*XVIII. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (n) Will tin 
lion ’hie Meinhej in (barge (d the J)ej)ai'trr)ent of Ibiblic Woik-> l.e 
pleased to ivfer t(j my starre<l •(] nest ion No. NLIV, whiih was aii^were i 
on the Hth IbH-emhei, 192b, and state uliethiM it is a fiwt that the 
portion of (In* Giund Tiunk Road over the (!liandiuan Bridge and it^; 
npproachtvs had to he again lepaired in December, 1925, and Januar\, 
1926? 

(b) Will the IRm’hle Memln'i he pleased to state the reason for 
iiiidertaking repairs so freijuently us February, 1925, duly, 1925, and 
De('emlx‘r 1925? 

(c) lias the attention ot the HtmTde MemWr been drawn to the 
fact that although the last rejmirs were completed less than a month 
buck, s(un(‘ of the roa<l metals have already become loose? 

{(I) If so, will the TIon’hle >femlK*r he pleased to state to what 
this is due? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle ^lemhei awaie that during these repairs all sorts 
of vehicular traffic are stopped over Chandmari Bridge and diverted 
over Buckland Bridge for s(*veral days at a time? 

if) Is it not a fact that on account of the congestion of the loaded 
cart traffic over the Buckland Bridge, due to such frequent stoppages, 
ihe roadway on the Buckland Bridge got badly damaged? 
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(g) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased lo meutiou the name of 
the officer who was in direid and immediate 6Uj»ervi8ion of these repairs!* 

(h) Did the siime officer supervise the repairs on all the thn*e 
occasions during? the course of last yeai 3* 

(i) Do the (lovernment intend to take any dis< iplinary action 
against the officer concerned!* 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon'Me Mr. J. Donald): (o) Yes. The repairs were taken up in 
December, 192o, and completed in January, 1926. 

(h) The steep grade of the upjiroaches, the fre<|uent opening up ot 
the load siirtace for plumbing works and foi lepairs or the laying of 
fius and elect lie mains and very h(*avv cait tratfie to and liom Shaliinai, 
contribute to the lapid deteniMation (d the road suituce, which is watei- 
bound macadam. 

(c) No. It has been lejioited that the road is in goixl order. 

ill) (j nest ion does not ari.s4\ 

(r) It IS onl> wheie the widtli (d’ the load does not iiermil snlidy 
of two liiie^ ot tiafhc tlkat tlie biidge is closed entirely during rejiairs. 

(/) (fovmnment have no information cd the (‘.\tent of tlie damage 
to th(‘ ioadwa\ on the Auckland Bridge, but they have lw*en informed 
that tlie loadway is mostly paved with stone .setts, which can lurry 
veiy heavy traffii . 

iff) The IMV.I). Sulidi visional (dliiei. 

(Ji) Ves. 

(0 No. 

Bahu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: Woulil the Ilrndble 
Membei be pleased to state whether, regard being had to tlie heavy 
traffic, (Tovmrimenf conlenifdate taking up the repairs in siieh a way 
thai they would la* more lasting than at pre.spuf I' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is an argUTnenfative way of putting the 
([uestion. 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: ft is not argumentative 
but asking the ITon’ble Member for information. 

The Hon’hle Mr. J. DONALD: I must have notiee of this (jUeHtion. 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state, in regard to clause (r), whether he has 
got any wiitten report, who reported that the road was in good order 
and when was the report received? 

The Hon’Me Mr. J. DONALD: I should like to have notice of this 
qui^ation. I have no information handy. 
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Judicial and Executive funotioiili « 

•XIX. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member k 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state when it ie 
expected that a final decision will be reached in regard to the recom- 
mendations of the Committee appointed to advise on the question oi 
the sejMiration of the judicial and executive functions in Bengal? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Sir Hugh Btephenson): A scheme to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Committee has been submitted to and is under the 
consideration of the Government of India and I cannot say when their 
reply may be expected. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member state 
when the scheme was submitted to the Government of India? 

The H0fi*hl0 Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I think abont 18 months 
or 2 years ago. 

Mr. 8. N. Haidar: Mjiy I know, Sir, how long this matter has been 
before the Government of India? 

The Hofi’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 think my last answer 
is an answer to that. 


Police-Station Companyganj in Noakhali. 

•XX. Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: (o) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whetln*! any application made by the inhabitants of jwlice- 
station Companyganj, in the district of Xoakhali, has 
reached the Government praying that the said thana be 
not amalgamated with thana Ronagazi and other alterna- 
tive j)roposals; and 

{in whether any application by the Noakhali Bar Association 
praying similarly i-egarding police-station Companyganj has 
reached the Government? 

(h) If so, what steps have been taken or are in the contemplation 
of the Government on the (jnestion of amalgamating thana Companv- 

ganj? 



1926.] 


QFESTIOXS. 


21 


MEIIBER#ffi charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Me 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) (i) and {ii) Yes. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer piven to liis (|ues(ion 
on the same subject in the last session of the Council. 


Detenu Paramananda Dey. 

*XXI.* Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: {n) Will the lion bh 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pUuwHl to state 
whether Srijut ]\aiamananda Dey was convicted by the Subdivisional 
Officer, Khulna, under the Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that he has been served by a tiesh internment 
order after he was sent to the Kajshahi Jail? 

The Hon’bie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {n) Yes. 

(h) No; he was informed of the result of the review of his case 
under section 11 of tlie Act. 

• 

Mr. 8. N. HALDARS Jllay I know* w*hat is the n‘sult of that 
review ? *'* 

The Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The order was main- ' 
tained. 


Lakkhya River near Ghorasal. 

*XXil. Khan Bahadur KAZI ZAHIRUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the river 
Lakkhya near Ghorasal is being gradually silted up and that the channel 
is getting narrow'er and le^s deep here? 

{h) Ls it a fact tl»at large ijuantities of stones are joIchI up and 
scattered near and alnmt the bridge in the neigh WirlnKHl by the railway 
authorities every year? 

(c) If the am-'wers to (a) and (b) lx* in the affirmative, do the Govern- 
ment consider the advi-ability of holding an early imfuiry into the 
matter and taking necessary stejis to prevent any further encroachment 
upon the free passage of the current of the river? 

MEMBER in ohtrgc of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’Me Maliartia Kshaunish Chendni Ray Bahadur, of Nadia); (a) 

Government have no information to this effect, but the waterway at 
the bridge is now somewhat greater than at the time of its construc- 
tion owing to scour having taken place. 


3 
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(h) A certain amount of stone pitching has been done by the rail- 
way authorities as a protection against scour at the bridge site. 

(c) In view of the answer given to question (a), Government do not 
propose to take any action. 


Trains from Noakhili to Chtndpur. 

^XXIII. Mairivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Assam-Bengal Railway authorities are ready to 
supply trains from the Noakhali railway station to the 
Chandpur railway station ; 

(//) whether the Assam-Bengal and the Eastern Bengal Railway 
and Steamer autiiorities are ready to regulate the accomino- 
datiou of third-class jmssengers uj) to the prescribed number 
of ai’commodation by supplying additional trains or steamers 
foi‘ surplus third-class passengers ; 

(iii) whether the above authorities are willing or ready to ])rovide 
more reasonable comforts than at present t(> tlie third-class 
passengers by making facilities for ventilation, water-suj)j)ly, 
etc. ; and 

(tr) what stejKs, if any, the Assam-Bengal Railway authorities Ijave 
taken on their attenti(m being drawn to a similar question 
})ut by me in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 
12th March, 1924^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (i) It is understood that the rail- 
way administration consider it impracticable to run through-trains 
between Noakhali and Chandi>ur on account of the shunting to be 
carried out at Liiksham and on grounthi of economy in working coach- 
ing stock. 

{ii) and (tn) The lo<al Government have no information. 

(Jr) The reply of the Agent was communicated to the member on the 
Kith April, 1924. It was as stated in the reply to (J) above as regards 
through-trains. 


AiMitkHiai Judloial assitUnoe to Noakhali distrioL 

*XXIV^ Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: (o) AVill the Hon ble 

Meml)er in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have received a petition from the Bar 
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Association of Noakhali praying for an additional District Judge for 
a year specially selected from the members of the Provincial Service 
and alfeo for making the Court of the Additional Sub-Judge permanent P 

(b) If 80 , what steps have the Government taken to deal with the 
matter? 

The Hon’bleSIr HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

{b) ThV question of granting a<lditional assistance will he con- 
sidered when supported by the District Judge and recommended by 
the High Court. 


District Judge, Noakhali. 

*XXV. Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the ll.m'ble Member 
111 (barge of the Appointment Depaitmcnt be pleased to state how 
long and in what manner did the pi(*sent l)istii(‘t Judge of Noakhali 
leceive training in civil works? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: lie has previously 
oiticiated as an Additional Di^triit and SeH>ion 8 Judge, but has not 
had other training in civil judicial woik. 


Cabkhan Bahrani Khal. 

*XXVI. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Department lie pleased to state 
w lien the Gabkhan llahrani Khal wa> excavated and widened for the 
imjiioveinent of the steamer loute iK^tween Jliulakati and Kaukhali? 

{b} What was the total cost of the excavation and acquisition of 
laiuN, resj>ectively ? 

(c) What amount was contributed by — 

It) the Steamship Companies; 

(tt) Government; and 
(iii) other public bodies? 

The Hon'hle Mahtfaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: (a) 1916-1919. 

(h) Cost of excavation wan Hs. 6,11,139 and of land acquisition 
Its. 1,26,536. 

(c) The work was entirely paid for by Government. 


3a 
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River Bhairab at her Junction with Afra Khal. 

^XXVII. Babu JOGENDRA NATH MITRA: Will the Hon ble 

M(?mber in cbarpe of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
whether in conneetion with the Bbairab .scheme, which is now before the 
Director of Public Healtli, the removal of the silt bar w'hich has been 
foraied in the l>ed of the river Bhairab opposite village Afra where the 
Afra Khal joins the Bhairab has l>een or will be taken into consideration? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia; The removal of the silt bur in the river near Afra has not 
been taken into consideration because when the Bhairab scheme is 
brought into operation it is probable that the bar will be washed away 
and it is considered that it would be a waste of money to dredge at 
this stage. 


8antipur Railway 8tation, 

•XXVin. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: {a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Pailways) aware that 
the railway authorities are contemjdating — 

(?) the shifting of the Santipur Haihvay Station within the town 
more than a mile otf from the jiresent station ; and 

(li) retaining the jiresent station as the terminus for the liight 
Pailway ? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability ot hold- 
ing an enquiry by the railway authorities as to the inconvenience of 
the public, specially that of the j)assengers of the aforesaid Light 
Pail way? 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD; {a) (?) The matter is under the con- 
sideration of the railway administration. 

(if) It has been ascertained that if the broad-gauge station is 
moved, pnibably the narrow-gauge station will be moved also. 

(/>) In view of the reply given to (o) (ii) alK»ve, the question df>es 
not arise. 

Mosquito-nets to prisoners in Jails of Hooghly district. 

*XXIX. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEAs (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Member ir charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state — 

(0 bow many prisoners are thei-e at present in the Hooghly Dis- 
trict Jail and the Serampore and Arambagh Sub-Jails; 
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(ii) liow many of them are now suffering from malaria in each of 
these three jails; 

(Hi) how many of them have gt>t enlarged spleen ; and 

(ir) how many of tlieni in eac h of the said three jails have Wen 
supplied with mosquito-curtains? 

(h) Is the question of supplying mosquito-curtains to the prisoners 
in the jails of very malarious districts under the considtiation of the 
Government ? 

(c) If the answer to ih) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Member 
he pleased to state v\liat olhei steps aie ju'ojxistxl to he taken to save 
the prisoners from being bitten by infected mosquitoes? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): {o) The nuiobeiN a(c<»rding to a 
leport received on the 2nd Februaiy weie — 

O) Ifooglily 218, Seran\j)ore 51, Aiambagh 8. 

{ii) IT(K)g)ily 1, Scranijxire nil. Arambagh nil. 

im) TIooghly 10, Seran»j>ore 2, Aiambagh nil. 

(/?•) The [jrisoner Niiffering fioin malaria in TIooghly dail has been 
jirovided vith a net. 

ih) The (jue^tioii of -upplying mO'ijuitf.-net> to all ])risoners in 
malarious <listriet‘> has tmt so tar been considered. Tho ]iractice has 
been to jir(i\ide mos(juito-nets tf> jail hospitals; all jaitjeiits suffering 
tr(,m mulaiia aie sent to hospital wheie they sleep under mos(|uito- 
nets. 

(c) In all malarious di‘4ricts the medical officer take.s mcusuit^ to 
kee]) do^n nms(juitoe> ; all likely breeding places are inspected and 
treated with kerosine or other anti-m<e<(|uito substance duiing tho 
malarial season. Prophylactic* dcises (»f (|uiniiie are i‘*sued to all ])ri- 
semers if the medical officer considers it necessary. 


Typists and Copyists of courts. 

*XXX. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: in) With retereme to the 
answer given to clau.se (e) of starred <|uestion No. LX on the 
21st Augu.st, 1925, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to .state whether the case of better emolumenta 
of court typist.s and coj»yis(s lias been finally decided upon by the 
Government? 

i6) If not. what is the reason for delay in the matter? 
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Tha Hon’bit Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; (a) The answer is in the 

negative. 

(b) Tlie delay is mainly due to the fact that an enquiry is being 
made from all courts (civil and criminal) regarding recent recruitments 
and theii- effect on the average earnings of typists and copyists. 

MAIilwi ABDUL QUADER; Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state ,.th® time within which the case of better emoluments will be 
decided by Government? 

The HoiPMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am afraid I cannot 
possibly say. 


Fishery rights in nasigable rivers. 

*XXXI. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Iloii’ble Member in charge of the I)e])artment of Land Revenue be 
p]ease<l to state whether there was any order passed by the Board of 
Revenue declaiing all navigable rivers to W free fisheries in 1808 ? 

(b) If HO, has there been any < hange since then? 

(c) If there has been any change, will the Ilon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the reasons theretoj? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: (o) Yes, but witli regard to such navigable rivers as were 
also tidal. 

(b) and* (c) Yes, tlie lule was modified in 188G in consequence ()f 
tlie Full Bench decision in the case oi lluri Das Mai }■.<. Mohamed Jaki 
reportwl at page 4dr>, I.L.R.. 11 ('alcutta, which was to the effect that 
in this country (lovernment had a right to grant leases of fishery even 
in tidal navigable rivers. The rule, as modified, is contained in para- 
graph f)d2 of the Survey and Settlement Manual, 1917. 

Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table.) 

Grand Trunk Canal Project 

1. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Meml)er in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
the total estimate for the excavation of the Grand Trunk Canal and 
execution of necessary works in connection with the said scheme? 

{b) What amount of expenditure has already been incurred in 
connection with the said project? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Madias (a) Es. 2,79,23,122. 

(b) Rs. 69,34,979 up to the 31st March, 1925, including the cost o( 
the Ronald^hay dredger. 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: May I ask whether the estimate 
of Rs, 2,79,00,000 has been sanctioued by the Secretary of State, and 
if so, when? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: Yes, in 1921. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I further ask whether the 
expenditure of Rs. ()9,(I0,0IM) on account of the said project has been 
sanctioned by this Council? It not. when is it likely to be placeil 
before us for our consideration? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: When the ('ouncil votes the j^raiit. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1)<m*s Government contem- 
plat<‘ to take in hand the conslniction of the pifijwt at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: 1 think thi^ matter will come up bet(>re the (’ouncil later on. 

Detenu Atindra Mohon Roy. 

2. Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD; (a) Will the lioiCble MemlHi 
in charge of the Political Dejmrtment In* jdeased to state wdiether it 
is a fact that Babu Atimlra ^Gdion Roy has l>ee!i arrested for starting 
“ House of Labours ” at Comilla? 

(h) Is it a fact that Babu Atindra Mohon Jtoy ha.s been suffering 
from appendicitis? 

(c) If so, what arrangement have the Government made for bis 
treatment? 

id) Arc the Government jirepared to arrange for his treatment at 
a town? 

Tho Hofi’Me 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: (a) No, this was not the 

reason for his arrest, which took place in October, 1923. 

(b) No. ^ 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes, when it is necessary. 



28 


QUESTIONS. 


[16th Feb. 


PiSMnger shade at Bagerhat Steamer Station. 

3* Mauivi SAYYED SULTAN ALIs (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department been drawn to 
the sufferings of passengers for want of a passenger shade at the 
Bagerhat Steamer Station? 

(f)) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been or are being taken in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Process fees of civil suits. 

4. Mauivi SAYYED SULTAN ALI; Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be j)leased to state what was the total 
income from the process fees of civil suits in Bengal in 1924-25? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The total receipts from 
process fees in civil suits during the calendar vear 1924 were 
Its. 27, 30, 150. 

Legal practitioners engaged in Government cases in Howrah. 

5. Mauivi KADER BAKSH. With reference to the reply to clause 
(a) of unstarred question No. 70 put by Mauivi Zannoor Ahmed on the 
9th December, 1925, will the Iloirble Member in charge of the 
Judicial Department be jdeased to state why no Muhammadan j)leader 
was given any brief at the Howrah Bar? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Briefs are given by or on 
the recommendation of the District Magistrate to such pleaders as 
seem to him, judging from their experience or practice, most likely 
to do justice to the case. There is no reason to suspect that other 
considerations affect the distribution. 

Separation of dudiciaf and Executive functions. 

6. Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: (^i) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Apixiintment Department be pleased to state 
whether any steps have been taken and any scheme has been framed 
to give effect to the recommendations of the Greaves Committee regard* 
ing the separation of Judicial and Executive functions? 

{b) If so, what is the scheme? 

(r) When will the scheme be carried out ? 

The Hon’bic Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; (a) A scheme has been 
framed and submitted, together with an estimate of the cost, to the 
Government of Indio. 
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(b) and (c) The scheme is under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India and Government are not prepared at this stafre to publish 
it. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hoirhle MemW 
be pleased to state whether this is a matter for the Government of luiha 
to decide? 

Th® H6fl*bl0 Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Yes, it \< mainly a matter 
for the Government of India to deedde. Any proposals that we may 
make will he so far-reaching that they must reiiuire tlie saiu'tion of the 
Government of India. 


Free and compulsory primary education. 

7. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Will the lltm ble Mem- 

her in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to slate 
whether any steps are going to he taken hv (tovernmeiit ior the intro- 
duction of free and coippulsory primary education in uihan and rural 
areas in Bengal? 

{h) If so. -what is the scheme? 

(c) When is the same intended to he carried out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The memher i.s leferred to the ^ 
answer given to a starred question on the subject put by Dr. H. W. 

B. Moreno at this meeting. 


Political convict Mohendra Nath Das. 

8. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: With refe n*nce to the reply gi\en tf> 
unstarred question No. <Sd of the lt)th December, will the lErn’lde 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) I)e pleased to 
state whether the Government aie f)repared to lay the lejioit of the 
Medical Board on the table? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: A copy of the rejHut haa 
been given to the prisoner’s father, (ioverniiient do not think it desi- 
rable to lay a copy on the table. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I know when the copy of the report waa 
given to the pri.soner’s father? 

The Hcft’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I cannot say when. It 
Jras probably given to his father sfxm after we received it. 
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PieeB<Bt0 system in the Bengal Government Press. 

9. Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQ: (a) WiU the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state what, and how 
many, departments are at present working on the piece-rate system in 
the Bengal Government Press? 

(fj) Are these departments conducted on uniform rules of piece-rate 
system ? 

(c) If the answer to (/j) is in the negative, how is the work equitably 
distributed amongst the piece-workers? 

(d) What are the working hours in the Bengal Government 
Press ? 

(c) Are emoluments paid for holidays under the Negotiable Instru- 
ments Act and for days for which leave ih granted to the workers? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. DONALD); (fj) In the following departments of the Bengal 
Government Press work is ])aid tor under the piece-rate system : 
(Composing (Hand a?id Machine), Distrilmting. Binding, and 1‘rinting 
(Hand and Machine). 

(/>) The saim* rules apply to the pic<*e work of ea( h department. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(</) On Mondavs to Fridays — 0 a.m. to (> I'.M., with an interval ot 
one hour (1 p.m. to 2 p.m.). On Saturdays -9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(c) With the exception of the sixteen days ])er annum allowed to 
<ill piece-workers, no payment is made to a piece-worker in re.sj»ect of 
any day upon which he has not worked. 


Purchase of publications in the United Kingdom through the 
High Commissioner. 

10. Mr. F. E. ilAMES* With reference to the reply given to 
unstarred question No. 20 of the 3rd December, 1925, will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the De]»artment of Finance be pleased to state 
whether it is the intention of the Government to continue to give( 
opjH>rtiinitie.s to local book-sellers of suj)plying tenders for the supply 
of publications required by the Government? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; Government are prepared to con- 
sider tenders by local Imok-sellers for the supply of publicutions 
required by Government. 
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Appointment of Muhammadans in Oownment departments. 

0 

11. Miulvi ABDUL QUADER; Will the Hon’ble MemWr in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to give a detailed 
account of the final decisions of the Bengal Government on the subject 
of the increase of percentage of future upjwintments of qualified 
Muhammadans in every department of Government (whether in the 
Provincial 'and Subordinate Services or in the ministerial services in 
this province) not mentioned in the Government communique dated 
the 2l8t December, 1925? 

The Hofl’bl6 Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Government are not yet 

in a position to give any information beyond that contained in the 
communique referred to. 

Mftulvi ABDUL QUADER: Will the lloirble Member be please<l 
to state the time by which Goveinmeiit will be in a position to give 
th(‘ necessary information? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am afraid I have 
nothing further to add to the answer I have already given. 


Levy of fees from indoor and outdoor patients in hospitals. 

12. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: (r/) Will the lion ble Mem- 
her in cliarge of the Department of Local Self-Government be* j>Ieas«*d 
t(* state whethei the indoor and outdiioi bosjntaL wIkmc jiutients had 
the privilege of being treated fr(*e of charge before 1921, and where 
imtienfs had to pay fees after 1921. have now to i>a\ the said fee 
whether ns indoor or as outdoor jratients? 

ih) Do the Government still adhere to the policy that Mich fees 
should be charged? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
Df Nadia: The system of charging fees both for indoor and out- 

door patients in the ('abiitta hospitals was introduced with effect from 
Hie 1st January, 192‘h The receipts from out-patients were insigni- 
ficant and the charges levied from that class of patients were abolished 
fi*om 7th July, 1923. The charges on outdcKU’ patients in the Sambhu 
^ath Pamlit and the CamplKdl Hospitals were found to l>e uTjjxrpulur 
tnd yielded a very small amount. The levy of fees in the general 
w’ards of these hospitals was accordingly discontinued with effect from 
-0th August. 1924. On the rcHoinmendation of (he Tisiting Oom- 
Qiittees of the Medical College and the Presidency General Hospitals 
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it was decided to continue the levy of fees from in-patients at. these 
hospitals where, it was reported, the system was working satisfac- 
torily. For class III dispensaries and hospitals, fhe Managing Com- 
mittees were authorised to levy charges at rates to be fixed by them — 
the poor being exempted. 

(h) Yes, in so far as indoor patients at the Medical College and 
Presidency General Hospitals are concerned. 


Adjournment of courts on Fridays. 

13. Mauivi RAillBUDOIN TARAFDAR: {a) H the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that though the 
Muhammadan officers in tlie mufassal courts are allowed leave for a 
jieriod of time to say their ju-ayer on Fridays, yet the courts do not 
suspend tlieir work during that period.^ 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Member be j)leased to state the reasons for 
this.® 

Tho Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Orders were issued 

dire<’ting Criminal and Ueveriue Court > to adjourn on Fridays between 
and 2 r.M. Government is not aware that these orders are not 
being compliec? with. 
ih) Does not arise. 


Bengsl Vetsrinary Callege. 

14. Mauivi MUHAMMAD YASIN: Ui) Will the HoiCble Member 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(/) how many graduates of the Bengal Veterinary College still 
remain uneiii ployed ; and 

{ti) the period of their unemployment? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that only two students from Bengal could get admission into the Bengal 
Veterinary College in the year 1925? 

(c) Is the Hou’ble Member aware of the advantages derived* by the 
other provinces from the above College? 

{<!) If so, have thev considered the desirability of insisting on distri- 
buting the eost of maintenance and upkeep of the Cr)llege, proportion- 
ately on the different provinces, according to the number of students 
each province sends? 
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MEMMR in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon*ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawdb Ali Chau* 
dhurl, Khan Bahadur): (a) (0 Forty. 

(if) 4 since 1923, 16 since 1924, and 20 since 1925. 

(5) Only two stud'ents from Benjral applied and both were admitted. 

(c) Yes. 

(^) Coiitributions on account of the cost of maintenance of the 
Bengal Veterinary College are recovered from other proviiues on the 
basis of the number of students sent by them. 


Honorary teachers of Jail-birds. 

15. Maulvi TAYEBUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon Me Member 
in cliarge of the JJepartment of Hevenue (.lails) be })leas<Hl to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal is organising a 
.scheme of sending Moslem j)reachcrs on Jf/f/m-duyu and during /f/ festi- 
\als to give religious instructions to Musalman prisonersJ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Rule ii91A of the lail 
(’ode provides tor religious instinct ion to Muhammadan and other 
prisoners by honorary teachers. It is iioped that jirovision will be made 
in the budget estimates for the >ear 192b-2T for mwting the conveyance 
expense's of such teacliers. 

Bhatpara, Garulia and Tittagar municipalities. 

16. Maulvi WANED HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Ilon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be* pleaM*d to 
state vrhether the elective system is in force in the municij»alitii»s of 
Tittagar, Garulia and Bhatpara^ 

(5) If not, will the Ilon’ble Member W plea.sed to state the reason 
for not extending the privilege of franchise to the rate-payers of those 
municipalities? 

(r) Are the Government conternjdating granting the elective fran- 
chi.se to the rate-payers of the Tittagar, Garulia and Bhatpara 
municipalities? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, from which year is the 
elective system likely to be introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mebaraja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, of 
Nadia: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(ft) In these three municipalities the greater part of the rates is 
paid by the mills ; the number of individual rate-payers is exceedingly 
small and the number of persons who would* be qualified to lote is still 
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smaller (about 3 per cent, of the population in Bhatpara and Garulia). 
The franchise is desired by a ver>' small section only. The present 
system provides efficient administration and due representation of the 
important mill interests. Under the Municipal Bill rejected by the 
Council as reactionary the system by which all the Commissioners are 
nominated by Government would have been abolished. 

(c) No. 

{(f) The question does not ar ise. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 ask the Hoii’ble Member 
wliether he is perfectly satisfied with rej^ard to the correctness of the 
statement lie has made in <*lause (/>) of the answer. I may read nut 
the sentence I am refeirinfi: to: — “ Tlie franchise is (fesired by a very 
small section only. The present system provides efficient management 
and due representation of the mill interests." Is it from his personal 
kiiowledf^e or is it from the repoif he has received ? 

The Hon’blo Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia: That is the information (lovernment have received. 

Dr, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; May I ask who ^ave the iniorm- 
ation to the Government of Bengal!'^ 

The Hon’bie Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia; The subordinate officers of Government. 


Baraswati and Kana Nadi. 

17. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in ('hnrpe of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what furtiier jirogress has been made towards the re-excavation 
of the rivers Suraswuti and Kana Nadi in the districts of 
Hooghly and Howrah ; and 

(It) when are the works expected to be taken in hand? 

The Hen’ble Mahvaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BahMhir, 
of Nadia: (f) and (H) The member is i-eferred to the answer given to his 
own (juestiou at the Session ot tlie Council on the 4th December last. 

Rorha Khal. 

18. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble .Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state uhni further 
progress lias been marie for the re-excavation of the Rorhu Khal (also 
known as Arora Khal) in thaua Khanakul, district Hooghly? 
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nf CHANDRA RAY Bahidur. 

Of NiOiaa It IS not the intention of Government to pro.'eeil with the 
excavation of the Arora Khal until the effect of dred^in^^ the irmulioora 
and J5UX1 Ivhals ha> been examined. 


Kufiti Nadi. 

19. B^f}u TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hou Me Member 

:n charge ol the Irrigation Department be pleased state- 

(i) what steps, if any, have been taken to re-e\*avute the livei 

known as Kunti Nadi in the district of Hofighly; and 

(ii) if no steps have been taken, when the work is expected to he 

taken in hand? 

The Hon»ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia; (i) Tlie matter is at present under investigation h\ the local 
otHcer^ of the Irrigation Department. 

(n) Does not arise. 


Namasudras in the Bengal Judicial Service. 

20. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS; (//) Will the Ilon'ble Member 
ill cha rgt* ot the Judicial Depaitmeiit la* pleased to state the niimlier 
ot officers in the Bengal (’ivil Seivice (Judicial) belonging to tho 
Namasudra community ? 

ih) Are the Government consideiing the desirability ot taking more 
officers from that community? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; The Namasutlras are 
included in the clussificution of Hindus, and no separate information 
regarding their number in the Bengal Civil »Service (Judicial) i». 
available. 

(h) There is no bar to th(‘ appointment of Namasudras provided 
they po8.sess the requisite qualifications. 


Visitors of Jiils. 

21. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the HouMa 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether there is any distinction amongst the non-official 
visitors of jails? 

(b) Are all non-official visitors of jails allowed to visit the political 
prisoners? If not, why not? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why Mahara 
Kumar Sris Chandra Nandy was not allowed to Tisit the politic 
prisoners inieriied in the Berhamporc Jail as stated by him in tl 
Council on the 8th December, 1925? 

The Hon^ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The functions of a 
non-official visitors of jails appointed under rule 63 of the Jail Co< 
are the same, except that lady visitors visit only the female^ wards. 

(5) No. Under the rules prescribed by Government special no 
official visitors are appointed to visit State prisoners, and Governmei 
decided that the same visitors should visit persons detained in js 
under the Ben^jal Criminal Jauv (Amendment) Act, 1925. 

(r) He has not been appointed a special visitor. 

Mr. 8. N, HALDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to sta 
whether there is a special list of non-official visitors of jails and the 
qualifications? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That js a bij^^ (|uesti(m and you cannot call it 
«u|)plementary (luestion. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: There are three questions, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I disallow it as an abuse of the ripht 
asking questions. Order, order. 

Mr, A. C. BANERJEE: May I know, Sir, the reasons for disallo' 
injf 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Bauer jee, while I am standing you shou 
resume your seat at on(*e. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: 1 was in time Sir, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: (>rder. (uder. Maulvi Sayedul Hoque will nc 
move item No. 3 in the List of Business. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Sir, I wanted to put a question, but I wi 
not allowed to do so and I want to know the reasons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have passed on to item. No. 3 and have th; 
passed the stage of putting supplementary questions. 


Mr. A. 0. BANEHJEE: I was in time, Sir. 



1926.] 


QUESTIONS. 


37 


Mr. FR ESI DENT: In spite of my saying that the time had already 
passed, you })ersist in saying that you were in time. Would you please 
withdraw that remark? 

Mr. A. G. BANERJEE: I do not withdmw that remark Wause 
I think I wa.s in time and I jmt it to the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorn*, Mr. Banerjee. You know the 
power that is vested in me. but 1 am not going to exercise this |M>wer 
this time. At any rate I hope I deserve greater respe<'t fn>m thcN-e 
members of this Council who were once my colleagues. 


NorH>fncial Business. 

Amendfnent of Standing Order 43 (Section 51). 

Maillvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: I beg to m(»ve that at the end td' the 
proviso to Standing Onfer 4-t, the following be addcMl, namely: — 

“ Also provided thu^ the Secretaiy shall circulate the copies of 
the Bill among the Memlxus of the (^miicil for their use to reai^di them 
H) days l>efore the motion is miule wlien any Member gives notice for 
leave to introduce a Bill and at tlie ^ame time give*. m)ti(‘e to move 
that the Bill l)e taken into consideration.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Sayedul Hoque's amendment runs as 
follows : — 

” At tlie end of the proviso to Standing f)rder 43, the following In* 
added, namely: — 

” Also provided that the Secretaiy shall circulate the copies of the 
Bill among the Members of the Council for their use to reach them 
10 days before the motion is made when any memlier givf**^ notice for 
leave to intnxtuce a Bill and at the same time gives notice to move 
that the Bill be taken into consideration?” 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Does anyliody object to leave lieing granted for 
this motion to amend the Standing Orders? (Pause.) As no objection 
has been taken the amendments, under the rules, stand referred to a 
Selec't Committee. I hereby fix the 19th February, at 6 p.m., as the 
latest date for the receipt of names of members who desire to serve 
on the committee. Balloting for the Seleit Committee will begin at 
2-30 p.ii., on the 23rd February and finiHh by 2-55 p.m., on the same 
day. 

I also nominate Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, one of the panel of 
Chairmen, as a memlier of the committee. 


4 
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Nofi^flMil Bill. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amenilment) Bill, 1925. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BaliMliir, 
of Nadia; I to preseiit the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengfil Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925,^ by Ilai 
Hareiidranatli Chaudhuri, 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; I beg to move that the 
Bengal Village Self-Government (Ainenchnent) Bill, 1925, as reported 
by the Sebn^t Committee, Iw? taken into consideration. 

Sir, in moving this motion, I would like to invite the attention of 
the House to my note of dissent and to draw their attention to two very 
imj>ortant iK)ints raised therein. In the first place, Hon’ble Members 
will please note that the Select Committee in amending clause 2 of the 
Bill propose to retain the present power of the District Magistrate to 
dismiss chaukidars and (bifadars, and the (’opimittee amendment in- 
vests the District Magistrate with as much autlnuity over tlie chaukidars 
Mi this respect as it was proposed by the Bill to confer on the Union 
Boards only. Nay more. If the Bill us amende<l by the Select Com- 
mittee be enacted into law, the District Magistrate will enj(;y uncon- 
tmlled authority to dismiss the chaukidars and (>afadais: whereas the 
Union Boards’ authority in this respect, /.c., in the matter of dismissal, 
will be limited and controlled by the provision for the approval of the 
District Magistrate. 

The effect of this will be that the Union Board will not even be a 
co-ordinate authority, but will enjoy inferior pt>wers to those of the 
District Magistrate. This is hardly justifiable. If the chaukidars 
are village servants, if they are up|M>inted and maintained by the 
T^nion Board, certainly in all fairness the Union Boards should have 
the power to dismiss them — at any rate as much power as it is pro- 
jH)8ed by the Committee to confer on the District Magistrate. 

In the next place, I would invite the House to consider seriously 
to whom the right to detennine, not only the salarj* but the cost of 
equipment of the village police should belong — which of the two 
bodies, the Union Boards or the District officials, shtmld in justice and 
etjuity have the voice and authority in the matter of the determination 
of the cost of equipment of chaukidars — when the cost of equipment 
will be raised by the representatives of the villagers by taxing the 
villagers themselves. And not only should it be borne in mind that 
the villagers have got to find out the money but it should be re- 
membered at the same time that like the pay bills of the chaukidars 
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the bills for their equipment are alno the first charges on the Union 
fund. Ont of the primarj' objects of the imposition of the Union rate 
as stated in section 37 of the Act is to find out “ the snm required for 
the salaries and equipment of dafadars and chaukidars Any default; 
in the matter of raising this sum, even failure to pay punctually and 
regularly the cost of equipment carries with it such extreme penalty 
as the appointment of punitive officers, If T may say so, to realise the 
arrears. Jhus section 54 (7) of the Act says: ** If at any time the 
District Magistrate is satisfied that the whole or any jHutioii of the 
salaries, or of the cost <»f e(|uiymient. of dafadars and (haukidars, or 
of the salaries of the estahlishment of a rnion Board, is in arreur. the 
District Magistrate may a|)j)oint such jH*rs<m or persons as he may 
consider necessary to realise any sum so «lue. together with the 
incidental cost (if any) (d collecting it.” 

It will be seen, therebue, that the cost of e(|nipment of dafadarf* 
and chaukidars has a large hearing on the question of the dishurse- 
ment of the Union fund and is certainly not a matter of small <’onse- 
([uence in the economy of the Union Ibnirds. 

Apart from these ifn porta nt points, which 1 would re(iUeHt this^ 
House to bear in mind in dealing with the Bill Indore them, 1 should* 

I think, indicate my position a little more fully with regard to tiu*- 
proposals mooted in inv Bill. I consider myself b)i Innate, Sir, that 
my puny Bill has attracted S(» much attention from both sides (d Ihff 
House. 1 am f?ee t(» <onfess that when I originally drafted this Bill, 

I did it not with very high hopes regarding the attitmh* (d the Hotise* 
and auticipat«Hl nothing more than an indifferent response t<i the pro- 
posals made in the Bill. While on the one hand I anticif»aled luithing 
hut an indifferent attention and lukeworin suppoH from the Non-ofHi ial 
Benches, on the other hand I thought that the altitude of the Gov- 
ernment will l>e more sensible and will he one <d c(wq>eruti(fn itilher 
than opposition to the m«)re important pnjposals coiitaine<l in the Bill. 

I thought, Sir, that Indter sense will prevail in the Trea/^nry Benches 
and that they would welcome an intermediate js^sition between thowf 
of the Acts <d 1870 and of 1802. But 1 am disajqMunted to find that 
the Government will try to maintain as imi< li as jMmsible the rwicl ion- 
ary attitude (d 1892 and are anxious to play the nde of dictator to the 
so-called institutions of village self-government set up by the Act of 
1919. I feel, therefore, encouraged by the attitude of my non- 
official colleagues and am prepared to think with them that it is high 
time to revert to the position of 1870 and to the iintun tjuo ante 
1892 if not to improve it further and free the new institutions front 
official influence altogether and thus make them as much self-govern- 
ing as [mssjble in the small matters relegated to their card. I atn 
prepared, therefore, to go further than my original proposaU if only 
I am assured of the support of the Council in the forward move. 

4 A. 
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The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill 
as reported by the Select Committee be recommitted to the Select Com- 
mittee, without limitation, with instructions to submit a fresh report 
for presentation to the Council as soon as pos.sible, (pioruiu to be five. 

The motion that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1925, as reported by the Select ('ommittee, be takeu^ into con- 
sideration was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. B. N. BAftMAL: It is merely a verbal amendment which is 
proposed. I move that in the proposed sub-section il) of section 20, 
line 2, for the word “ exists ” the word “ occurs ” be substituted. 

Sir, I propose that, instead ot the word “ exists ”, the word 
“ occurs ” be substituted. Thai word ‘‘ mcurs ” has been used in 
the proviso in the 2nd line thereunder and it is in conformity with 
the use of that word. I, therefore, propime tjiat the word “ occurs ” 
be substituted for the word “ exists 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: 1 may point out that this is merely a question of drafting 
and that it was actually considered by the Select (’ommittee in con- 
sultation with the Legislative Department. I’he word “ exists is 
wider in its meaning than the word “ occurs ” and covers the apjmint- 
ments to be made when a Board is first created. Whereas the word 
“ occurs ” is more popularly used in connection with an existing 
appointment l)ecoming vacant by reason of the death, dismissal, etc., 
of the incumbent. The word “ occurs is used in the first proviso to 
the sub-clause, but tliat has special reference to vacancies occurring 
in the manner referred to above. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: In view of what the Hon’ble Member said 
I withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. * 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: I beg to move that in the proposed sub-sec- 
lion {1) of section 20, line 3, the words “ subject to the approval of the 
District Magistrate and the proviso to the said sub-section (7) be 
omitted. 

Sir, my amendment will come to this : If these words are omitted 
the Union Board shall, when any vacancy exists, appoint a person. 
That refers to sub-section (7) of section 20 and all the other worde in 
the proviso will disappear. Now there are really two points in my 
amendment: the first point is this: that the Union Board shall have 
the unrestricted power to appoint defadars and chaukidars and the 
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Bistiict sIibI] Lavf uothiDg^ to do with th© power of the 

Liiion Bottl’d to appoint defadars and chaukidars. My secoiul point 
follows upon this 1 believe— that in case the ri|rht of the District 
Magistrate to approve an appointment is allowed, then the pn)vi8C 
should go. I should think that at the fir>t instance when the words 
subject to the approval of the District Magistrate ” are taken out 
the proviso will fall through by itself. 

My friend Rai Harendrunath Chaudhuri has just now informed 
the House that he is not unwilling t(» go back to the j>ositiou which the 
Chaukidari Act of 1870 occupied. In 1870 after ulnuit 00 or 70 years' 
struggle between the (rovernnient and the people there was a compro- 
mise. In 1870 Mr. Rivers Thompson, who became subse(|uently tha 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Runjab as Sir Rivers Thompson, admitted 
in the floor of this House that as a comiwomise the right of the 
villagers to aj)poiut chaukidars was conceded on the jiart of Govern- 
ment. For about 20 years from 1870 to 1892 things continued ai* 
things were provided for in the Act of 1870. But during the period 
(d 22 years reports began pouring into the (l(^vernment shelves that 
the .chaukidars were not doing their duty properly ami that the right 
to appoint chaukidars In- Ranchayats had been wrongly given. Then 
in 1892 that right by certain amendment was taken away and we thought 
that in 1919, after the report on the <onstitutionaI reform ha<I been 
published by no less a personage than Mr. Montagu and also our late 
Viceroy Tiord Chelmsford, we would have the right to go back to the 
position of 1870, but it happened that in 1919, after alnuit 50 years 
from 1870, we have not been allowed by the authorities of this land U 
go to the |K)sition of 1870 and it is still incne surprising that in th« 
year 1926 when my friend has brought this Bill Government have not 
thought fit to take up the sugge.stion that the control of tlie District 
Magistrate should W taken away altogether and that the name which 
has Wn given to this Act— Village Self-Go vern men t Ac t -should be 
justified. By going through the Act I find that its name is really a 
misnomer. It cannot be said that we have got self-government at all 
under this Act. There are two parts in this Act as there are two 
parts in this Council— reserved and transferred subjects. Chaukidars 
and dafadars according to the .scheme of this Ac’t lielong to the reserved 
subject under the Village Self-Government and other matters which 
can be executed under the provisions of section 37 by raising fundf 
among the villager.s are transferred subjects. My friend’s pro]H)sul is 
that this reserved subject Iw* now made a transferred subject and that 
the control of the chaukidars and dafadars lie taken away from tlif 
Government altogether and that the right to apjioirit and dismiss be 
given to the elected representatives of people who have Wn enfranchised 
by this Act. That is a simple proposition and recjuires iio strong 
language or argument to support it. If the proposal of the Govemnient 
had been something like this, that the apfiointment of dafadars and 
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chaukidars should be subject to the approval of the local Government, 
we can at any rate, possibly understand it, for then the approval oi 
•disapproval is made by the Minister in charge of I^ocal Self-Govern- 
ment, and would be the subject of discussion in this Council; but thi^ 
approval of the District Magistrate takes away the right of this House 
to criticise the conduct of the District Magistrate in approving or di>- 
aj)pr()ving a thing which has been done by the Union Boaid. 
Immediately the District Magistrate aj)proves or disapproves t)ie 
appointment made by the Union Board, and suppose immediately aftei 
tltat we come to the local Government and agitate the matter, the local 
Government would point out this section and say they have no juris- 
diction to interfere. The Act has given j)ower to the Distiii t Ma^i'- 
trate to approve or not to approve, and tlie local Government ha.« 
nothing to do with it and cannot interfere, much less th' Council. 
Thai is a reserved subject according to the scheme of the Act. and it 
is made in( re reserved by this proviso, more clearly ami definitely than 
was previously anticipated by my friend when he introduced the Bill 
Therefore 1 W(»uld ask the House to consider whether we really a])j>re- 
ciule self-government in the villages and if it is the real intention of 
<lovei iiineiit that we should have self-governmefit in the village^ ii 
is higli tin;c that they should <*oncede to tliis demand of enrs. 

1 am not suggesting anything which can be said to i)e rev(dutionai \ 
or \Gu(]j can be described as even new. These (liing- existed in b'sTr 
as everybody knoas, and if tilings which existed in ISTD loubl ji /t be 
gi\eu lit tlie jieople of Bengal in 1!)‘2(), I do not !<nnvv vli\ they liavt 
been piotessing that they are going to give iis s“lt.g<.\e! iimcii: scMOiei 
or later. The liistory of legislation in this counti \ sliows that thi-rc 
is no progress, and this is another piwe of legislation nliich indicate- 
the mentality of the authorities that they do not intend to give us any 
thing, but only to make their own position tighter even in the \*llages. 
Supjmsing chaukidars are appointed by the Union Board, what harm 
would there Ih*^ There is absolutely no reason or sens * in not [inssing 
my amendment that the control of the District Magistrate should be 
removed entirely. 

With these words I recommend my amendment for the supjwrt of 
the House. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: 1 beg to move that in clause 2 the 
proposed proviso to section 20 (/) be omitted. 

If my proposal is a<cepted, the section would run thus: — “ That tbf 
» Union Board shall, when a vacancy exists, appoint a |>ers<m to he 
<iafadar or a chaukidar subject to the approval of the District 
Magistrate.” 

Though moving this amendment I agree with my friend Mr. Sasmal 
in not only omitting the proviso but the last line of the first paragraph 
also, ” subject to the approval of the District Magistrate But I am 
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not so hopeful in petting the assent of the fiouse to that umeiulmeut. 
And I am prepared to make a more mmlest dematid that only tlu 
proviso be omitted from this section, and that will retain the approN.il 
of the District Magistrate. What I want is that the power of appoint 
ment of the chaukidars and tlafadars be delejjated to the Union H(»ardi 
which represent the tax-payers and with who.se mone> these diauki* 
dars and dafadai‘s are paid. 

I am not going into the ipiestion of dyanhy, and I do not want 
to frighten my friend.s on the other .side by discii.ssing on what lounda- 
tion the British Empire rests because, after all, it is a ven siinplr 
affair and stands on this elementary principle that the man who pays 
for these chaukidars should have a voice if not the final voice in theii 
apjK)i lit merit. 

As I said before that though agreeing with ,Mr. Sasinal I do not 
desire to go as far. I am prepared to be .satisfied with this small 
concession for the pivsent. With these words. Sir, 1 commeml thi^ 
very small amendment for the accciJtance of this House. 

Rai HARENDRNATH CHAUDHURI: I entirely sympathise 
with the view advanced hy Mr. Kiian Sankar Hoy. but wliile T can 
under'stand the ai’guments ot Mr. Sasmal I cannot un<lcr>land the full 
import of Mr. Roy's. Mr. Roy says that he is agreeable to the sugge-*- 
tifin for the approval of the District Magistr*ate, but the final voi(‘e inu't 
be with the Uniiui Board and the proviso should be omitted. The efteet 
of the amendment \\ill i»e tliat tlie Bill will provide nothing for the 
resolution of any deadlock that nia> arise Irom the confli('t of the 
opinions of the Union Board and the Di'.triet Magistrate, As far as 
Mr-. SasniaUs arguments ai*e concerned, 1 think they are unexception- 
able and there can be no valid objeetion to going back to the Act (»f 1870. 
Why should we not go buek to the provision of the Ai't of 1870 wbivb 
left the appointment of chaukidars and dafadars to the Union Boards!^ 
I think the Fnion Boards oiiglit to be given the prjwer of upiminting 
these chaukidars and dafadars, and I do not see why they cannot be 
permitted to exerx ise that right without the control of the District 
Magistrate. I am not prepared, however, to agree with Mr. Sasmal 
when he .say.s that the Bill provides somethintg more reactionary than 
the existing Act of 1919. The Act of 1919 simply says that the I nion 
Board shall only ** nominate ” persons hut the appointment shall W 
made by the District Magistrate. This Bill provides that hf>th the power 
of appointment and the initiative Ire given to the T nion Board. There- 
fore the Bill is certainly an advance on the present position as it is 
under the Act of 1919, hut I agree with Mr. Sasmal that it is not a 
substantial advance, therefore, I am prepared to accept Mr. SasniaUs 
amendment hec^ause I do not think any evil will be done if the power Ire 
given to the Union Boards to appoint village watchmen without waiting 
for the approval of the District Magistrate. 
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Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: 1 am anxious to point out to tbu 
House that the proposed amendment is really no amendment of the 
existing? law, because under the existing? section 20 the arrangement is 
this, the Union Board shall nominate and the District Magistrate shall 
appoint, if he is satisfied with such nomination. I^et us see what is the 
amendment. The amendment says the Union Board shall appoint 
cliaukidars and dafadars subject to the approval of the District 
Magistrate, and the proviso says that if the District Magistrate is not 
satisfied with this nomination then he shall make the appointment 
himself. What is the difference between the existing law as it stands 
and the pmposed section 20. The difference is absolutely nil; we are 
where we were under the Act of 1919. Practically there is no sub- 
stantial difference between the old law and the pioposed new law. This 
will be made all the clearer if we remember for one moment how the 
law is actually administered. Under the Act of 1919 we know that the 
District Magistrate includes the Additional District Magistrate; there- 
fore I take it that the intention <jf the legislature in 1919 was that this 
definite power could be exercised only by the District Magistrate or the 
Additional Magistrate. What is, however, the actual practice!^ I have 
been funiished with some papers by the President of the Union Board 
in my district just when 1 was coming to this meeting, with reference 
to the appointment and dismissal of a certain dafadar. That case is 
still pending. What happened is this. A certain man was appointed 
us a dafadar by the Union Board. The appointment was confirmed, as 
a matter (»f fact, by the Superintendent of Police. I say the Superin- 
tendent of Police because us a matter of fact, admittedly the jmwer of 
appointment which was vested in the District Magistrate under the Act 
of 1919 hud been delegated by the District Magistrate to the Superin- 
tendent of Police, I do not know what is the practice in other districts. 
I am not quite sure what is the rule undei the Act, but as a matter of 
fact, us far as the District of Tippera is concerned, this power has been 
delegated by a standing order of the District Magistrate to the Superin- 
tendent of Police. But the Superintendent of Police never goes into 
these mutters himself, but has in his turn for all practical purposes 
delegated tliis power to the Sub-Inspector of I*olice. I am giving these 
facts not fivnti memory, T am prepared to pn>ve all this from the corre- 
spondence between the Union Board on the one side and the Subdivi- 
sional Officer and thana officer and the District Magistrate on the other 
side. What happened was this. The appointment was made by the 
Union Board and the Superintendent of Police confirmed it, the man 
began his work as a dafadar. Within less than a month, however, an 
order was received by the I^i'esident of the Union Board from the Sub- 
Inspector of Police stating that the man appointed had been dismissed 
and another man appointed in his place. That was the communication 
iweived from the Sub-Inspector of Police. The President of the Union 
Board refused to accept this, and stated that he was referring the matter 
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to higher authority, the Subdivisional Officer and the District Magistrate. 
In the meantime the Sub-Inspector of Police wnde to tlie President of 
the Union Board asking him to make over the uniform of the dafadar 
to the man newly appointed. The Union Board would not do this. 
This unfortunate dafadar who was appointed previously goes to the 
thana to give his attendance there and his uniform is taken away by the 
daroga and a communication was made to the President. The President 
in his turn asked the daroga to return the uniform to the man who was 
previously appointed and the. daroga replied that he would not. There 
was a fight over this matter of the uniform between the President of the 
Union Board and the thana officer. That is how the piKsititm stands. 
When a reference was made to the Superintendent of Police he stateil 
that though he really confirmed the appointment, the Sub-Inspe4*tor had 
told him that the dafadar had previously taken some part in some anti- 
British demonstration at the time of the non-<‘o-operation movement, and 
therefore they had got rid of the man. So that a real tug-of-war has 
been going on over this simple matter of the appointment of a dafudai, 
for over six months. That is the condition under the existing Act and 
I am quite sure that the pnjpoHe<l amendment will n<»t alter the situa- 
tion. Xo appointment cun be made without the approval of the l)is- 
tri('t Magistrate, but the mil control is in the hands of the Sub.lnspect^>r 
of Police to whom the power of apfM»intment and dismissal of ehuukidars 
and dafadars has been delegated. The point is, Mr. President, whether 
we ought to be satisfied with that. As has been jaunted out, it is now 
precisely 5.5 years, that is in 187tt, the jiowerijWas given to the Board 
without any condition, unfettered. It is now proposed to give us better 
and more substantial village self-government, at all events that is what 
is implied fixim the title of the Act, tlie Village Seif-dovernment Ac t. 

The right and power, the unqualified right of the villalge peojde tt> 
appoint, and as a matter of tact that wa^ the right exercised more than 
55 years ago. Well, that is the position, and that is the reason why I 
cannot eongratulate my friend for bringing forward this amendment,, 
much less can I congratulate my friend Mr. Kov toi the amendment 
which he has moved ; the matter is so very small there is no leal advance* 
at all. Even if this is carried, I am nc»t quite satisfied that it will 
improve the situation in the least. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HUQ addressed the Council in Bengali, 
The English translation of whic’h is as follows: — 

“ I rise to say a few words on this subject fi*om a sense of duty 
because I am a villager and have twenty years exjwrience of the working 
of the chaukidari system. It appears that at first it was proposed to 
disburse the salaries of the chaukidars from the income of the stamp 
duty, but subsequently the whole burden come to be thrown practically 
on the villagers. Since it is the villagers who pay the chaukidars why 
should the Magistrate or the Circle-Officers on his behalf, have abMlute 
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control of the money? But considering the disunion and mismanage- 
ment which are to he found at present in the majority of the Union 
Boards and their subservience to their presidents, there is undoubtedly 
.some risk of mischief, unless control in the matter is made conditional 
upon the sanction of the District Board or the Advisor>^ Board constituted 
with the representatives of the presidents, in the case of all Boards except 
a very few. The cause of objection will be quite removed by changing 
the sanction of the Magistrate into the sanction of the District Board. 
This amendment may be easily effected by an agreement between the 
(Government Member and the members of the Swar(ijya and Independent 
parties. The Union Boards possessed large judicial powers which have 
been taken away. Before this Bill giving powers to the President has 
been passed, a conspiracy is on foot on the strength of this measure for 
the dismissal of an unfortunate and innocent chaukidar. One has been 
compelled to draw the attention of the Sub-Divisional Officer to it, there 
being no other place where appeal could be made for redress. But since 
the investigation of the case has been entrusted to the Police Department 
and the Oircle Officer, it might be said that there is almost no hope. If 
the power of the Magistrate had been placed in the hands of the District 
Board, redress would have Wn a certainty. In the case of the District 
B^^rd which has many independent minded men, the (‘ase would have 
been investigated in a different manner. There are of course a few 
good Union Boards in <‘very district and one may teel assured that there 
will be no injustice if al,l the powers are made over to ihem. AVhat 
however is to be done in ^iie case of a Board in which there aie disunion 
and corruption? The people certainly must have more power hut the 
possession of unlimited power does not always serve the purpose of 
justice. (Jovernment refused when I proposed in the Uouncil to with- 
hold judicial powers from the T^nion Boards in which there wa^ disunion 
and some of the members sang in tune with Government. We can form 
no idea of the injustice and oppression which would have been committed 
If Government had not issued a ciraular to this effect, as they luckily 
■<'ame to do subsequently. 

I have descrilied alnne what 1 consider to l>e the real condition in 
Klisregard of the <’onsideration that my words may be unpleasant. I hope 
the member.s will not l>e guided by their party decision but vote in- 
dependently for the amendment, and theieby secuire the welfare of the 
^'ountry. What the preceding speaker said almut the police is apt to be 
•overlooked by the majority of the meml^ers who ara townsmen, but the 
fact is that ow'ing to the increase of the powers of the prasident nearly all 
police officers make friends with him and the police and the President 
irive mutual help,” 

Mr.MAHBUBULHUQnn an age when there is a growth of national 
;self-conciouane88 and when the people have begun to realise their respon- 
tftibilities towards themselves as well as to their countr\% the inclusion of 
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a proviso like this would he a standing? Wot on their intellifjenee. AVhat 
is ^iven by one hand is now intended to he taken away hy the other. If 
these Union Boards are not ^:iven opixutunity to milise their funetion'i 
judiciously in the matter of the ap]>ointnient of cliaukidars and 
dafadars, then I think these powers with such a pniviso ouj,(ht not t(» he 
given to them at all. The District Magistrates are no d«)uht mere hinK 
of pas.suge coming from one place to another, at the sweet will of the 
Government, hut the local people— the people of the hM-alit>— are hesi 
fitted to know and to appoint their own men and to have a final voice in 
their selection, and to see tliat they dis<-harge their duties. Therefore 
I think that this proviso as well as the words “ subject to the u])proval 
of the District Magistrate " should he omitted alt<ige(her from this new 
Bill, otherwise the very purpose for whi<'h such legislation is necessary 
w’ould he frustrated. 

Mfi A. Ct BANERJEE: I must express my thankfulness to Mr. 
Sasmal for having told us liow we stoial in 1S70 and where we stand 
to-day. He has given us the various degree^ and stages through whi(*h 
we have passed, and Mherea> we had powci in 1S70 we find to-day we 
do not have any power'at all. I know sonietiung alsuit thes«* I'nion 
Boards. I happen to he the Hre^ident of a I’nion Board in my district. 
I ])ei'soimlly do not consult either the District Magistrate or an\ other 
gentleman to wh(un these jxiwers are delegated for the appointment and 
dismissal of dafadaiN and chaukidar>. If I find a ehaukidar not <ioing 
liis work, I dismixs him and then leport the matter, and m\ aeti»»n is 
approved h\ the Magistrate. But there are Magislrat»‘s and Magi-** 
t rates. Then there are simie who ate lea.sonahh* and know how to deal 
with reusonahle people, the majority of them cannot he sai«i to have that 
reiisonahle frame (d mind. Some of them are even ( untankerous. When 
a daroga can he permitted to dispute and fight over a uniform «»f u 
dafadar, and if the Magistrate tcderuten that, certainly the position of 
things becomes ridiculous. Xow, what I say is this: You have asked 
the.se Union Boards to assess taxes; to do the unpletrsant duty of assess- 
ing taxes and realising them, if necessary, h\ distraint. Ymi have 
asiked them to do this dirty work, hut when it comes t<» vesting them with 
any powder you say they must not have it. A Union Board aiea usually 
comprises 1(> or 17 villages in all and there are 4 or 5 chuukidars. These 
chaukidai's ought to he appointed by hi" Union Board. This should he 
so, het^^ause it is the Union Board that pays their salary out of its funds. 
What objection can there he to these chaukidars and dafadars being 
appointed hy the Union Board who pays their salaries from the taxes 
raised by them. The only objection that I can think of is that when a big 
personage travels by rail these chaukidars are ordered at the sweet will 
of the Magistrate to go away fniin the iK)st of their duty for 5 or 6 days 
running at a time and stand at the side of the railway line in order to 
show their respect to this personage who may l>e going to Delhi or Simla 
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(»r Darjeeling. That i.s the only diKadvantage ; otherwise there is no dis- 
advantage which will ar(‘rue by the acceptance of the amendment pro-% 
posed by my friend over there. 

In regard to the (luestion of prestige, all I can say is that if the 
prestige of the British Baj rest« upfjn the power to appoint and dismiss 
chaukidars, then I must say that that Itaj has come to a verj" sad pass. 

Here we are asking for self-government; we want Swaraj ; but we are 
told that in the villages although we are given power to lev}* and raise 
taxes ^^et we cannot be trusted with the power to appoint and dismiss 
chaukidars and dafadars. All that I can say is that your expressions 
of sympathy for our aspirations for Swaraj aie hollow and hypocritical, 
and we do not believe what you say. 

I hope the (^mncil will accept the amendment moved by my friend. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Tht Hofi’ble Miharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia; However much I may be in sympathy with Mr. Sa^mal’s ideal 
in moving this amendment, I do not think we have advanced sufficiently 
in the administration of Union Boards to l)e able to dispense altogether 
with the control of the District Magistrates over the appointments of 
chaukidars and dafadars. I therefore have to opp(>se Mr. Sasmal's 
amendment. 

1 do not see for a moment that the demand and the desire to be free 
from extraneous contnd in the appointment of their own staff by the 
T^nion Boards aiv unreasonable. Such a desire is (certainly consistent 
with the ideal of tuunplete autonomy in village self-governing insti- 
tutions, an ideal to which we should look forward to. But the time has 
not come when we can withdraw all executive control in this respect 
without risk to administrative efticiency in this country. The dafadars 
and chaukidars are not exactly in tic* same position as similar employees 
of other municipal institutions. In addition to other duties they have 
lo perform many poli(‘e and executive functions with which the Union 
Boards have verj' little concern, us set forth in section 2*1 of the Act, 
flumgh there ai*e many Union Boar(K who can l>e trusted to appoint pro- 
per and suitable men. There are still many who may not be able to do 
so. Then again Union Boards may upfwint chaukidars and dafadars 
who may be (juite suitable for village watch and ward duties but wholly 
unfit for other mis<*ella neons work that is required of them. So long as 
the ohaukidar has to perform all function.^ it is not possible to do away 
with what has l>een adversely characterised as dual control. 

There is aUo another asjret't of the question to which I regret to have 
to rafer to. I mean the existem'e of j»arty factions in a large number 
of Union Boards — which interferes with the appointment of suitable 
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persoDS and which therefore necessitates the existence of outside control 
who cannot identify themselves in parochial politics. It will piobably 
be argued that the selection by a majority of members cannot \\e wrong, 
I regret to have to say that experience has shown that this is not always 
so and the Council v41l, I doubt, not agree with me. There aiv many 
factors which influence the majority in village society and inditics and 
the best man may not alwaj's be selected. To guard against such reflec- 
tions the control of the executive head of the district is necessary and 
proper and after all, this control as provided in the Bill is not very exces- 
sive. The exi.sling Act only gives the Union Board power to nominate 
only and the actual power of appointment rests with the District Mugis- 
trate. The power of appointment is now given to the Board with subse- 
quent approval of the District Magistrate. Mr. A. C . Banerjee has juNt 
told us that he himself makes aptM)intments of these chaukidars in his 
own union and he has never received any obstruction from the District 
Magistrate. He has said that there are l)istrict Magistrates and District 
Magistrates. Similarly, we can say that there are 1 nion Boards and 
Union Boards. It is not likely that this approval will be withheld very 
often. This power of approval already exists in many other ( ases. But 
in how many cases the executive authorities interfere with the ap}K>int. 
ments made bv liocal Boards. In ver>' rare cases such action is disap- 
proved. It is'not likely therefore that the District Magistrate will un- 
necessarily interfere in ths case of appointments of dnfadai's and 
chaukidars. 

I am afraid this ohjection to the executive control in the niatler i< 
more sentimental than real. On the other hand, as I have explained 
above, such control, though likely to Ik- ran-ly exercised, is a real necessity 
in the interest of good administration. 


I now turn to the proviso to section 20 (II Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy 
wants to delete it from the Bill. This proviso is an aUolute nei-esaity 
and cannot be deleted. Cases may arise when a deadh» k is curs m the 
activities of a Union Board due to party factions or a particular Union 
Board may neglect or delay to appoint chauki.lam to till in vacancies. 
There ought to be some other agencies to step in and make the appoint- 
ments If this k not done and the vacancies are not filleii not only the 
village watch and ward will cease, hut, as I have explained, admimslra- 
tive Lk in the area will be seriously affected. The District Magistrate, 
who is the head of the District administration and is responsible for the 
peace and tranquility in the di, strict, should have power to supply the 
deficiency. 

Mr Sasinal and Babu Akhil Chandra Datta have referred to BiU 
of IftTO and Mr. Banerjee has thanked Mr. Sasmal for explaining how he 
stood in 1870 and how he stood in 1926. In this connection I should 
like to bring to the notice of this House the recommendations of the 
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Police Committee of 1891. On this committee there were men of very 
great eminence. Mr. John Beames was the President, and Mr. J. F. 
Stevens, Mr. J. C. Veasey, Mr. K. Macnaghten, Raja Peaiy Mohun 
Mukherji and Mr. Risley were Members. In their recommendations they 
say : “ The appointment and (subject to the Magistrate’s sanction) dis- 
missal of chaukidars is another function which it has been everywhere 
found necessajy to take out of the hands of the panehayats. , In nearly 
every district the Panchayat nominate a man, whose qualifications and 
antecedents are reported on by the police to either the District or the 
Subdivisional Magistrate, as the case may be, by whom the appointment 
may be finally made. ” Then they quote fiom the reports of District 
Magistrates. In one di^rict it is said “ that in effect they (the Paiicha- 
yats) appoint, for they make the jKist untenable to any chaukidar not 
approved of by them. They are said to take something for each appoint- 
ment and sometimes to arrage for pay at le>ss than the nominal rates. ” 
Another District Magistrate says : “ The present sei‘tion 85 of the Act 

indeed vests the appointment of chaukidars entirely in the Panehayats, 
but I think it is desirable that the power (jf appointment as well as dis- 
missal should Ih* exercised by the Panchayat subject to the sanction of the 
Magistrate. There w’ill be r<M)ni for jobbery, arid the fittest man w'ill not 
always be selected, if the power of appointment rests entirely with the 
Panchayat. We all know bow' prone the Panehayats are to report for the 
dismissal of chaukidars who get their pi-operty attached for arrears of 
salary, and it no wonder they will select their own creatures, rejecting 
fitter and more independent men. In Bakarganj objections ai-e fre- 
(jiiently raised by the villagers against the nominee of the Panchayat, 
and such objections are heard and disposed of by the Magistrate. ” Then 
they g(» on to give different recommendations and the final recommenda- 
tion was that the jMwer of appointment and dismissal should vest in the 
District Magistrate. This w’as the position in 1870. 

In 1924 the Inspector-General of l*olice in his report says: “I 
regret to have to I'eport that cases have also occurred in which dafadars 
and chaukidars have been suspected and even know’ii to l>e concerned 
with dacoities. This is attributed to economic distress, but it is more 
probably due to the gradual ivmoval of control over the rural police from 
thana ofticers to Pi'esidents of Tnion Boards who have not yet learned 
the necessity for close control over chaukidui-s and the need for strict 
dis<Mpline. As has been stated in previous repoHs, inadequancy of pay 
is u matter which requires serious consideration, and unless an increase 
in emoluments is given, I can see little hope of impiovement in the class 
of men selected, or in their morale. Tinier existing arrangements the 
Police cannot exercise adequate control over the rural police and it is 
desirable that some steps should l>e taken to ensure that more discrimina- 
tion is exeirised in the appointment of chaukidars and dafadars and of 
the personnel of union Iwards.” 
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So we see the position has not very much improved between 1870 ami 
1924. Therefore I think that no case has Wo made out for the with- 
drawal of this power. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta has made a reference to a pathetic story. 
He said he he.ard it while coming to the Council. I think Mr. Datta 
would have done proper justice to the District Magistrate if he had seen 
him and made an enquiry into the case. I think he ought to have tried to 
see the pthar aide of the shield before he presented his (‘ase here. If he had 
seen the District Magistrate he might have got a satisfactory explana- 
tion of the incident. Many of us heard of various incidents but it will l>e 
out of place to mention them here. In view of all these things, 1 I’egret, I 
must oppose the amendment standing in the nann* of Mr. H, N. Sasiual 
and Mr. K. S. Roy. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: May I reply? 

Mr. PRE8IDENTZ Y nu have no lijrhl nf reply in iiiM' (if an iiiiiend- 
nienf. Have you any personal explanation to make? 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: ,N'i>. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Item No. 5C raises two distinct issues. I, there- 
fore, propose to split it up and put it separately. 

The motion that in the proposed sub-section ( /) oi section 20, line 3, 
the words “ subject to the appixival of the District Magi.strate ’’ he omitted,, 
was then put and a division taken with the foll(»wiiig result 


AYES. 


AlwiMUt AtimudUin. 

AhnMd, HanUi Taytbuddin. 

Ahmtd, MaHhrl Zanndor. 

Alttanullali, Mollali. 
tagobi, gabti Ram«t Cliandra. 
•a^rjabt Dr. eramatbanatb. 
taiMi’lM, tabu tatya Kithf, 
•aMflMi Hr. A. 0. 

■itwaB, Mr. Abdul Utif. 

•atB, tabu MJoy KriBbna. 
Cbahravarti, tabu ^ogindra Cbandra. 
Cbakravarty. labu tudaraan. 
Cbattarlaa, gabu UmM Cbaadra. 
Cbatidbtiri, Maulvi taiyad Abdur Rob. 
Cbaudburi, Ral Harotidranatb. 
Cbatidbiiry, Haulvi Md. Nur«l Hag. 
Cb uw d ar , Mr. Nirmal Cbandra. 

Datta, gabu Ahbil Cbandra. 

Day, gabu Aarada Rratad. 

Oafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Danguly, gabu Kbagondra Natb. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Hagua, Maulvi Sayadul. 

Haaaain, Maulvi wabad. 

Mug, Mr. Mabbubttl. 
daandar, Maulvi Aftab Haaaain. 

Kban, iabu P aban d r a LaL 


Kban, MaiMvl Abdur Raaabld. 

Kban, Maulvi Mabi Uddin. 

Lai Mabammad, Haji. 

Mabammad, Maulvi baaar. 

Maity, gabu Mabandra Hath. 

Mitra, gabu ^ogandra Natb. 

Mubarjaa, gabu Tarabnatb. 

Naabar, gabu Ham Cbandra. 

Naogi, gabu Manmaban. 

Quadfr, Maulvi AbduL 
Raibat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Ray, gabu Abaniab Cbandra. 

Ray, gabu Surandra Natb. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tanbar. 

Ray, gabu Manmatba Hath. 

Ray, gabu fataanripati. 

Ray, Or. gidban Cbandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Niran tanbar. 
iatam, Kban gabadur Maulvi AbdiM. 
•arbar, gabu Hamanta Kumar, 
tarbar, Maulvi Allab gubbab. 

•arbar, gabu Haliniranjan. 
taamat, Mr. g. N. 
ian, Mr. N. C. 
tifgRia, Mr. Artin Cbandra. 
vaain, Maulvi Mubamiuad. 
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[IGth Feii. 




NOES. 


AMamt-Wlltlftint, Mr. U. 

A44f, talNf Amulya OImm. 

All, Maulvl tayyitf fuiUn. 

MaiMfiM, mi Bahadur Ahlnaih Chandra. 
Binay, Mr. L. 

Campbtll, Mr. 

Chaudhuri, thdpki’bla Nawah Bahadur 
•alyid Nawab^lH, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. i* 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oaa, mi Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Oo, Mr. K. C. 

Oonald, tho Hon’hio Mr. 4. 

Moot, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Outt, Mr. a. B. 

ForrtiUr, Mr. 4. Campboll. 

Dhuanavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 

Duha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahirul. 

Heard, Major General Riehard. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. 1. 

Moeeain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Hub, Mauivi Eliram«l~ 
damoo, Mr. F. E. 
donnaway, Mr. d. H. 

Law, mja Roohoo Caao. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

LindMy, Mr. d. H. 

Mitter, Bir Proeaeh Chundor. 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. 

Muliorji, Mr. B. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Brl^ Chandra. 
Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Rahim, Bir Abd-ur*. 

Ray, Babu NaBondra Narayan. 

Ray, the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur 
Kihauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhuean. 

Bimpeon, Mr. d. W. A. 

Bnaith, Mr d. F. 

Btepheneon, the Hon'ble Bir Hugh. 
Buhrawardy, Or. A. 

Travere, Mr. W. L. 

Villiere, Mr. E. 

Woodhead, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes heiiiji: 54 and the Noes 48, the inottoii was carried. 

The motion that in the projKrsed sub-sect ion {!) of section 20, the 
proviso to Hub-se<’tion (7) be omitted, was then put and aj^reed to. 


The Hon’tolc Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, of 

Nadia* I <dnim a division, Sir. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT * I am afraid you are too late fi>r it. 

Mr. Kiran Saukur Roys amendment that in clause 2, the proposed 
proviso to section 20 (7) be omitted was not put as it was covered by the 
foregoinj? decision of the Cimncil. 

Mr. B N. 8A8MAL. My amendment is similar to the one that has 
just now beern adopted by the House with i*egard to sub-section (7) of 
8e(*tion 20. This amendment relates to suWection ( 2 ) of section 20. 
My amendments is this : 

“ That in clause 2 in the proposed section 20 (2), lines 2 to 9, the 
words beginnings with * subject to the approval of the District Magis- 
trate ’ and ending with the words ‘ record his reasons in writing ' be 
omitted.” 

I have already said all I had to say with regard to the question of 
principle. There ie one matter which I wish to bring to the notice of 
the House and it is this : So far as the present section 47 of the Benjgal 
Village Self-Government Act is concerned it provides for the delegation 
of the District Magistrate’s powers and duties specified in the first 
column of Schedule III to the officers mentioned in the second column of 
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the eame We find in Schedule III a statement of the powers 

or duties whic^teay be delected by the District Majristrate. Under 
the head “ powers or duties ” are appointment and dismissal of dafadars 
and chaukidars under section 20 and fining of dafadars and chaukidars 
under section 22. Under the head “ To whom may be delegated ” we find 
the officers are Subdivisional Magistrate, Superintending Police and 
Circle Officers. That is, subject to the approval of the Dilill^ Magistrate 
means in the long run subject to the appmval of the Cir(!la wficer. This 
is provided for in the Act, and the House ought to be quit* certain that 
in empowering District Magistrates to approve the appointments made 
by the Union Boards, they are really empowering the Cinde Officers who 
roam about in our villages. 

With regard to the argument that #he Hon ’hie Member has 
advanced, I have got to make one or two submissions. The Hoii'lde 
Member has said that there are party factions in the villages, and 
therefore the Uui( u Boards are not thriving. That is the ver>' reason. 
Sir, why I have been appealing to the Government to give real powers 
to the Union Boards. These party factions are encouraged by thi'* 
powerlessness. These paHy factions are encouraged even in this House, 
because we have not got this real power. These party factions are 
bound to come up now and then until we have got real power, and in the 
name of doing away with these party factions 1 apf)eal to the Govern* 
ment to accept the proposition that ha.s just now been passed by this 
Council. The Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur has also said that the power 
of approval is very rarely exercised. If that is so. why is he so very 
stingy in accepting this proposition. If it is merely a formal matter 
why not accept it. I know of approvals and disappitivals. 1 did not want 
to mention it liecause it is coming on later. When it is the question of 
the approval of a particular pei*son, a favourite of particular authorits 
in the district, it is almost always a foregone conclusion. If it is the 
question of the approval of one wlui is not a favourite of a particular 
authority in the district, it is not a foregone conclusion, and we are pro- 
viding by this amendment for that contingency. Then the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Bahadur has also referred to the re|)oi1 of 1891, us if we are 
still in the year 1891; although as a matter of fm t we are half a century 
ahead of that year. The mentality is there. The imutality of the 
Government is confined to the four comers of the report, and because 
the mentality has not changed we are in this difficulty. Our appeal is 
that Government should change that mentality. Some of us have Wen 
accused of having obstructed certain things in this Council. We hope 
that it is understood that if we did obstruct we did no with the object 
of getting larger powers, more powers; and we know the res^t. All 
the transferred departments have been made reserved. There is only a 
reserved subject in the Union Boards and we are agitatilag to tnake that 
subject transferred and we want to know whether the Government intends 
to do it. His Excellency the Viceroy has been asking ns to co-operate 
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with the Government; and here is this acid test — whet^r Government 
will accept the right that we claim and say that thej^re prepared to 
co-operate when the people are also willing to co-operate with the 
Government in matters of this kind. Union Boards are existing in 
large numbei| throughout the country; they have not been non-co- 
operating the Government; they have been most loyally working 
— at least most of them and we on their behalf are crying for the exten- 
sion of the powers. There is no obstruction in this matter. We want to 
be told distinctly and clearly, when there is this law-abiding co-opera- 
tion, whether the mentality of the Government is to be changed or not. 
That is the acid test for the Government which has been proposed by this 
amendment. 

Bftbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs May 1 point out to this House 
the present position with regard to the matter of appointment and dis- 
missal? The House has already carried the pi'evious amendment by a 
large majority. The result is that so far as this power of appointment 
is concerned, the law of the countiy is that it is the Union Boards which 
will make the appointments without any reference to the District 
Magistrates. Now the general principle ought to be that whoever pays 
the salary ought to make the appointments and whoever makes the 
appointments should have the power of dismissal ; that is the power of 
appointment and dismissal should go together. In view of the result 
of the last amendment it is only proper that like the power of appoint- 
ment the power of dismissal should be vested in the Union Boards. 
Besides, with regard to the power of dismissal, suggested amendment 
does not make any real impmvement in the ix)sitioii, except in this that 
there the word was ** sanctioned ” here the words are “ subject to the 
approval of the District Magistrate Beyond that verbal alteration, 

I for one fail to apprt*ciute any difference between the power of dismissal 
as it stands now and as it is sought to be amended by this Bill. Now, 
Sir, speaking of this power of dismissal I am reminded of the case which 
I mentioned with regard to the other amendment. There I mentioned 
that the order of the Superintendent of Police was so and so is 
appointed on probation for three months and after that the Sub- 
Inspector is to report whether he should be confirmed or he should he 
disc'harged Therefore the power of dismissal is absolutely with the 
Sub-Inspector of Police without any reference whatsoever to the wishes 
or views of the Union Boards. Therefore the position of a chaukidar 
is that he is a man who has got to serve two masters — very much like 
that of a woman who has t<» serve two men — and it appears to me that 
the Sub-Inspector is aomething like the uppapati of the chaukidar, the 
President being the pati or the legitimate husband of the chaukidar. 

Mr* A* C, BANiR4EEs I wish just to speak one or two words in 
reference to the attitude of Government when it saj^ that because of the 
P^Hy spirit that prevails in the villages no concession as has been asked 
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for sl^ld be made. Now, my friend, Mr. Sasmal, has made u i*efer©nre 
to this party spirit. I want further to elucidate what that means. In 
this country, be it in the villapres or elsewhere, there can only be two 
parties, beacuse of the helplessness of our position, to which Mr. Sasmal 
has also referred. There can only be two parties: one is made up of 
patriotic men willing to sen^e their country; the other of traitors, spies 
and self-seeking men. If the power is placed in the hands of the people 
then the people w’ill divide themselves into gi*oups or jiarties on patriotic 
basis when their view points are different. To-day the position is 
different. One party, the self-seeking party, exists for the purpose 
of self-advancement, always ready as spies and tmitors to serve their 
own ends; while the other party makes all the sacrifices for the advance- 
ment of the country. Therefore the part fai^tion or jiarty spirit to which 
reference has lieen made will disappear if real power is jgiven to these 
Union Boards. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
cl Nadia: In opposing the amen<lment of Mr. Sasmal I gave my reasons 
why the District Magistnite should have the power of appi-oval in the 
cases of appointment of chaukidars and dafadara. For the same reason 
it is still more necessar^^ that he should have <<introl over their dismissal. 
In the present state of village s(»ciety, owing to existence ol village 
feuds and party factions, it is not possible to expect that the authority 
over the chaukidar will always be used properly by the members of the 
Union Boards whatever might be the views of Mr. A. C. Bancrj(*<‘. It 
is quite possible that an cHicient chaukidar may be dismissed on social 
or other grounds. In many cases they may be wrongly dismissed for 
private reasons. Is it not, therefore, necessary that the action of the 
Board in this respect should be subject to some control 

Any one who has experience of village life knows what an important 
part the chaukidars play in the police administration of the country : 
One of his chief duties is to help the police officer in the investigation 
of crime. If there is u murder in the village, it is the chaukidar whose 
8er\’ices are immediately requisitioned and he is the fii-st on the scene of 
occuii-ence. He gives information at the thanu and helps the Investi- 
gating Officer when he arrives. His knowle<lge of village wicial life 
enahle.s the Police to obtain a clue. He Huniiiions witnesses, keeps watch 
over the accused, takes the dead b(K!y and the exhibits to the (vouit. If 
the District Magistrate's control is withdrawn and the chaukidar knows 
that he can neglect his duties with impunity and without the risk of 
dismissal, the investigation in crime will be seriously effected. If the 
authority of the District Magistrate over the chaukidars is withdrawn, 
they will gradually cease to do police and other administrative duties. 

It will then be necessary to have a separate agency for such work, either 
by the appointment of a separate village constabulary or by considerably 
increasing the thana staff. In either case funds will be necessary whic^ 

5a 



B6 NON/)FFICIAL MEMBEB'S BILL. [16th Feb. 

I am afraid, the Council will not vote for. It i» true viHagers pay the 
chaukidars and dafadars. But if the Police Budget is increased, this 
also will fall ultimately on the people as an extra taxation which they 
will naturally resent. The dual function of the chaukidar and dafadar 
and their dual control may not be an ideal arrangement, but are 
certainly very convenient and economical. If the amendment proposed 
is passed, it will do away with the arrangement and will neces- 
sitate the appointment of a separate village a|gency under direct Govern- 
ment control which I am sure the Council do not desire. I strongly 
oppose these amendments, 

Dfi BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask, Sir, if the opinion 
expressed by the Hon^ble Member is his own opinion or the opinion of 
the Secretary. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order; Order. It is not a proper question to 
put to a Member of Government and a member of the standing of 
Dr. Koy ought to know it. 

This motion raises two distinct issues. I therefore propose to split 
them up and put them separately. I would put first the motion that in 
clause 2 in the proposed section 20 (2), lines 2 to 4, the words and figure^' 
“ subject to the approval of the District Magistrate, and the Districl 
Magistrate may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar who has failed ti> 
exercise the powers or to perform the duties referred to in .section 21 
be omitted. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Afiamad, Maulvi Atimuddm. 

Abmtd, Maiilvl Zannoer. 

■agalii, Babu Somes Chandra, 
■antrjta, Or. hramathanath. 
tantriM, Sabu latya Ktshors. 
BanariM, Mr. A. C. 

Bims, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Baaa, Babu Btjoy Krishna. 
Ohakravarti, Babu dogindra Chandra. 
Ohakravarty, Babu Sudaraan. 
Ohattarjaa, Babu Umm Chandra. 
OhauBhurl, Mauivi laiyad Abdur Sab. 
Ohaudhuri, Sai Narandranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Md. Surul Huq. 
Ohawdhury, Mauivi Faital Karlas. 
Ohundar, Mr. NInual Chandra. 

Oas Oupla, Dr. 4, M. 

Oatta, Babu AkMI QUandra. 

Day, Babu Barada Fraaad. 

Qatur, Mauivi AbduL 
Dantuty, Babu Khagandra Math. 

Naidar, Mr. B. N. 

Nasut, Mauhrl BayadUL 
Maatala, Mauhrl Wahad. 

Mug, Mr. Mahbubul. 
daardar, Mauhrl attab Haaaabi. 


Khan, Babu Dabandra Lak 
Khan, Mauivi Abdur Saaahid. 

Khan. Mauivi Mahl Uddin. 
Mahammad, Mauivi Basar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jagandra Nath. 
Muksrlaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Nasktr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Neagi, Babu Manmahan. 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Salkal, Mr. Frasanna Dab. 

Say, Babu Abanisb Chandra. 

Say, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Shy, Or. Kumud Banhar. 

Say, Babu Manmatha Nath. 
fVay, Babu Bateaurrlgatl* 

Nay, Or. Bldban Chandra. 

Say, Mr. a N. 

Say, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Baiank Khan Bubadur Mauivi Abdus. 
Barfcar, Babu HauMuita Kumb#. 
Barliar, Babu NfHiilrauiaii. 

Baamal, Mr. B. N. 

BInBba, Mr. Arun Cbaudra. 

Yasin, Mauhrl Mubauuuad. 
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NOCt. 


AMamt^VIWaiiu, Mr. C. 

AMy, MiAii AmiihMi Wn m. 

AhnitA, Maiilvl TaytMAIn. 

AAtamiMUi, MMiali. 

All, Maiiiwi iayyai tmuiii. 

•aiu, Safeii tetindra Natk. 

•Irtty, Mr. L. 

Campbtn, Mr. K. 

Cliaiidiittri, tlw Hon’bit Naarab AalMUiiir 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. ft. H. 

Cahtn, Mr. 0. 4, 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Dat, Kai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Do, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, thi Hon*bft Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Dutt, Mr Q. t. 

Forrtttor, Mr. J. Campboll. 

Chumavi, Nadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmtd 
Khan. 

Coonka, Ral Bahadur Badridat. 

Guha, Mr. F. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahlrul. 

Htard, MaJor>Oentral RIohard.. 

Hepkynt, Mr. W. i. 

Houain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Hub, Mauhri A. K. BailMl. 

Hub. Mauhri Bkramul. 
damot, Mr. f, I. 
dtnnaway, Mr. d. N. 

Lai Mahammod, Na|l. 

Llddflt, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. d. H. 

Matih, Mr. tyod^M. 

Mitttr, Bir Frovath Chundor. 

Morono, Dr. H. W. D. 

Mttkorji, Mr. t. C. 

Oaton, Mr. E. F. 

FaMowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Fhilip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, fir Abd^r*. 

Ray, Babu Nafondra Narayan. 

Ray, thi Non'bit Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Roy, Mr. t. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

•impton, Mr. d. W. A. 

•naith, Mr d. F. 

ittphonton, tho Hon'Mo Sir Hugh, 
tuhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Villiort, Mr. E. 

Woodhoad, Mr. d. A. 


Tlie Ayes heinjr nl and tho Noes o.'t, the motion was lost. 


Tho motion that in clause 2 the prrrvigo to the purposed sertion 20 ( 2 ) 
1)0 omitted, was then put and a division taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahmtd, Mauivi Zannor. 

Bagohi, Babu Romtt Chandra. 
Banorjoa, Dr. Framathanalh. 

Banorjfo, Babu tatya Kithort. 
Banoritt, Mr. A. C. 

Bitwat, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Bom, Babu Btjoy Krithna. 
Chakravarti, Babu dogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu tudartan. 
Chattorjof, Babu UmM Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Saiyod Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Nuq. 
Chundor, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Dat Cupta, Or. d. M. 

Oalta, Babu Akhii Chandra. 

Ooy, Babu Dor o da Frooad. 

Safur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Oanguly, Babu Khagondra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

NiB, Bhah tyod tuuladul. 

HoBntf Mauivi Bayodui. 

Houain, Mauivi Wahoi. 

lt» 


doardar, Mauivi Aftab Hottain. 
Khan, Babu Oobondra Lai. 
Khan, Mauivi Abdur Ratohid. 
Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 
Mahammad, Mauivi Batar. 
Malty, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 
MItra, Babu dogtndra Nath. 
Mukcrjoa, Babu Taraknath. 
Natfccr, Babu Horn Chandra. 
Noogi, Babu Manmohon. 
Quador, Mauivi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Frasanna Dob. 
Ray, Babu Abanioh Chandra. 
Ray, Babu Burtndra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Hath. 
Roy, Babu Batoowrtpatl. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Barhar, Babu Homanta Kumar. 
Barhor, Babu NaBnlranlBn. 
Bawnat, Mr. B. N. 

Bingha, Mr. Arwn Oiandra. 
Yasin, Mauhri MuhaMMBdi 
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Addamt-WilliMiit, Mr. C. 

Addy, Mu Amulya OIwm. 

Ahmtdf Mautvl Ttyubuddln. 

Ahtanulialii MMlali. 

All, Mtulvi tayytd tuiUn. 

Baiu, Babu ^latlndra Nath. 

BIrlty, Mr. L. 

OamRbtli, Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon’bla Nawab Bakadiir 
Salyid Nawab All, KhAn Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. B. H. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Bai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. r. 

Donald, th« Hon’bla Mr. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. Q. B. 

Porraitar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Ohuxnavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Qoanka, Bal Bahadur Badridat. 

Ouha, Mr. 0. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahlrul. 

Htard, Major-Oanaral Riohard. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Hotaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq. Maulvl A. K. Faxl-ul. 


Nosa. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 
damat, Mr. F. E. 
dtnnaway, Mr. d. H. 

Lai Mahammad, Hajf. 

LIddill, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. d. H. 

Masih, Mr. Syed M. 

Mltttr, Sir Fravash Chundar. 

Morano, Dr. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

MukarJI, Mr. f. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Brls Chandra. 
Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Fahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, Sir Abd*ur>. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 

Kahauniah Chandra. 

Ray ChaudhuH, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Simpson, Mr. d. W. A. 

Snaith, Mr. d. F. 

Staphanson, tha Hon’bla Sir Hugh. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Villiars, Mr. E. 

Woodhaad, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes beinj? 50 and the Noes 54, the motion was lost. 

The followiiiji’ amendments were no* put as they were eovered by the 
forejfoinfif decision of the Council: — 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI to move that in the pro- 
posed Nul)-section (2) of section 20, line 2, the words “ .subject to 
the approval of the District Majfistrate ” Ik* omitted. 

Mr. B. N. SA8MAL, Babu MANMOHAN NEOCI and Babu 
HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR to move that in the proposed sub-section 
(2) of section 20, the words beginniiifr wdth “ and the District Mag:is- 
trate ” and endinfr with the words and fijjures “ in section 23 ’’ and 
the proviso to the said sub-.section (2) be omitted. 

Mauivi WANED H088AIN: I Wg to move that in clause 2 in the 
pn)poHed section 20 (2 ) : — 

(rt) in line 3, after the word “ and ” the words “ on the rejwrt 
of” be iust*:!ed; 

(6) in line 3, the words ” may dismiss ” l>e omitted; 

(c) the words ” may also lie dismissed by the board ” be added at 

the end; and 

(d) the proviso be omitted. 

So far as this amendment is concerned, I should like to point out that 
this amendment is based on the line of least resistance. The change 
that is proposed to be introduced does not take away the power fiom the 
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Magistrate altogether, neither does it vest all the powers in the Union 
Boards. You will find that it is a sort of {‘oippi*omise l)etween the two 
and power has been given to the Magistrate as well as to the Union 
Board under certain cirounistance't to exercise the p<»wer of appointment 
and dismissal. Then there is another thing which I may jKunt out. If 
you omit the proviso to clause ( 2 ) of section and adopt the wording 
“ that the District Magistrate may also dismiss subject to the approval 
of the T nion Board ”, you will find that there will be no conflict between 
the tw(», and the House will see that in framing my amendment I have 
taken good care to eliminate these conflicting powers that may be vested 
either in the one or tlie other. T thei’efore submit that the change which 
I have suggested, if accepte«l, will do away witlj the mischief th.ut might 
be apprehended as a result of vesting the full power either in one body 
or the other. I theretore submit that the amendment is necessary to 
satisfy all the paHies without giving cause for any appi-ehension to 
either party. 

With these words I commend my amendment to the House. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: 1 also oppose the amendment for reasons which T have already 
given just now. The effect of the amendment, if passed, will be this: 
The Union Board will have j)ower to dismiss chaukidars if they fail to 
do their municipal duties and the District Magistrate will approve of it. 
If, however, they neglect their jxdice and mis<‘ellaneous duties under 
the District Magistrate impostul under section 2d with whitdi the Union 
Board has no concern and the T’nion Board does not take action, the 
Distrii t Magistrate will be powerless. This responsibility foi the peace 
of the district would be conditioned by his subordination to the Union 
Board. The effect of this amendment will W that gradually chaukidars 
will drift from their legitimate duties under the District Magistrate and 
neglect them. This will be undesirable and will ultimately nece.ssitute 
the appointment of a separate agency wdiicb must be <le|)lored. 1 would, 
therefore, strongly urge that the power of dismissal .should rest with 
the District Magisti*ate and oppose the amendment. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: I ought to point out to the House that the Houwj 
has already given its decision alwjut the retention of the proviso; m the 
la.st line of the Maulvi Sahib’s amendment will not Iw* put to vote. 

The following m<»tton w'as then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 

“ That in clause 2 in the proposed section 20 (2) : — 

(a) in line 3, after the word ‘ and ’ the words ‘ on the report of ' 
be inserted; 
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(h) in line 3, the words ‘ may dismiss ’ be omitted ; 

(r) the words * may also be dismissed by the board ’ be added at 
the end.” 


AYES. 


Ateiiuia, Matilvi Atiiniidain. 

Abmitf, Maulvl Zanm^r. 

■agttii, taatt Ramai Ohantfra. 
■anarJiAt Or. FramatftanatA. 
•anariMt fatou latya Kitfiara. 
■anarjaai Mr. A. 0. 

Biawaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Cbakraaarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Obahrawarty, Babu ludaraan. 
Chatlarjaa, Babu Umaa Chandra. 
Ohaudhuri, Mauivi taiyad Abdur Rob. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
Ohundar, Mr. Nlrmal Chandra. 

Oat Oupta, Dr. <l. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhll Chandra. 

Day, Babu Borada Praaad. 

Qafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Qanfuly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Hag, thah lyad Emdadul. 

Hagua, Mauivi tayadul. 

Hoaaain, Mauivi Wahad. 

Hug, Mr. Mahbubul. 
doardar, Mauivi Aftab Hoaaain. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 


Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raaahid. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 
Mahammad, Mautvi Baaar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu dogendra Nath. 

Muharjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naogi, Babu Manmahon. 

Quadar, Mautvi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu tateowripati. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 
talam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdut. 
tarkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar, 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tasmal, Mr. B. N. 
tingha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 

Yatin, Mauivi Muhammad. 


N0E8. 


Addamt-Williama, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amuiya Dhona. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

AhaanuHah, Mollah. 

All, Mauivi tayyad tultan. 

Batu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Oampball, Mr. K. 

Ohaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Uiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. d. 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. d. 

Drummond, Mr. d. 8. 

Outt, Mr. 8. t. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. Campbali. 

Ohutnavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmtd 
Khan. 

OaaBha, Rai Bahadur Badrtdai. 

Mr. P. N. 

Hag, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahlrul 
Hoard, Maiar4)anarai RMiard, 

Hapkym, Mr. W. t. 

HaaaaiN, Nawab Muaharrufi Khan Bahadur. 
Hug, Mauivi A. K. PaMmL 


Hug, Mauivi Ekramui. 
damaa, Mr. F. E. 
dennaway, Mr. d. H. 

Lai Mahammad, Hajl. 

LIddali, Mr. H. C. 

LIndaay, Mr. d. H. 

Maaih, Mr. tyad M. 

MIttar, tir Prevaah Chundar. 

Morano, Or. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar tria Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Pahiowan, Mautal Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, Sir Abd*ur*. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. t. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhuaan. 

•impaon, Mr. d. W. A. 
tkinnar, Mr. t. A. 

Bnaith, Mr. d. P. 

itaphanaan, tha Hon'bla tir HiMdi. 
tuhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Villiara, Mr. I. 

Waa dh aa d, Mr. d. A. 


Tlie Ayes being 49 and the Noes 65, the motion was lost. 
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MahWi Wahed Hossain’s motion that in danse 2 the proviso to the- 
propofi^ section 20 (2) be omitted wOvS not put as it was covered by the 
foregoing decision of the Council. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL! I think that so far as clause 3 of section 20 
refers to sub-section il) of section 20, it falls to the ground because 
sub-section (1) has been adopted by the House. But if it refers only 
to that sub-.section, I would not move it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Then do you want to change your motion 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: It is con.secjucntial. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Wliat do you suggest thenP 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: My main ol)je*ct is that th(‘ District Magis- 
trate shall record his lessons in writing. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: This has been covered hy 
the previous di.s(‘ussion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 want to kn(»w definitely what your amend- 
ment is, Mr. Sasmal. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: M y motion is that the whole sul)-section {3^ 
of section 20 l)e omitted, but the moving of the first part of my amend- 
ment as given in the pai)er has be<‘omc unnecessary owing t(» the^ 
adoption of a former amendment of mine on this ()uestion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. I suggest that you might move in place of y(»ur 
amendment (No. oL) “ that in clause I of section 20, sub-section (/)■ 
be omitted 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: I decide not to move my amendment. 

The follow ing amendment was then (ulled but not moved : — 

“ That the proposed sub-section (J) of section 20, l)e omitted 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in clause 2 to proposed 
section 20 the following be added, namely: — 

Provided that before a dafadar or a chaukidar is removed by 
FnioD Board from hig post, he shall be given an opportunity 
to submit a written explanation to the District Magistrate, 
about the charges made against him. 
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** Provided ako that an appeal shall lie to the Commissioner oi 
the Division direct or through the District Board against 
any such order of removal w^ithin 60 days from the date of 
the final order/’ 

He spoke in Bengali, The English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“ The first part of my motion in connection with the dismissal of the 
fdafadars and chaukidars, considering that a definite provision for a 
written explanation will improve it. 

The second part relates to the appeal to the Commissioner. I have 
proposed that the appeal should be made through the District Board. 
If the appeal is supported by the recommendation of the highest self- 
governing institution in a district, there will l>e a greater likelihood of 
/Obtaining redress. 

Under the provision regarding the dismissal of the dafadars and 
•chaukidars as it stands in the Bill, the poor fellows are placed under 
both the Union Board authorities and the Magistrate. The Union 
Board itself is completely under the Magistrate or practically under 
the Ciirle (Itticer or the Subdivisional Officer; under these circumstun(*e>, 
it is necessary that there must \w some one to whom appeal can be made. 

The number of such dismissals has increased of late. The mystery 
behind them is not unknown to us though it may be unknown to towns- 
people. The motive behind such dismissal and new appointment i"* 
*<elf-interest, in some cases zid and parade of power providing indiiect 
(encouragement to evil-doing. 

The full power in this matter reiiiarns with the magi'^trate oi hi" 
subordinate acting on his behalf even in the amended Bill, the difference 
being only verbal. 

The Chaukiilai's are under the transferred department over which 
thei'e ha.s been a severe battle in this House. It is true that the poor 
fellows fare very badly being placed under two mastei's both of w’bom 
they have to please. How' little the (’ircle Ofti»ei*s, on the other hand, 
.obey the circular issued at my suggesticm, forbidding them to accept 
the hospitality of wealthy men in mufassil, can be ascertained on 
inquiry. Only the other day a jmlice Ins|>ector who was deputed by the 
'^adar Subdivisional Officer of Uomilla to investigate into the allegation'; 
against the Pi'esident of the Union Board No. Id Chandina, did not 
hesitate to take food at the house of the same President and to make 
friends with him in other vrays. Under such circumstance when a 
<*Chaukidar incurs the displeasure of the president, the latter always 
manages to obtain from the Circle Officer a statement supporting him. 

I hope that the Swarajists as well as the Independents will take no 
exception to a provision for appeal for redress in conjunction with the 
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District Board. The inclusion of the words District Board may stand in 
the way^of acceptance by Government. I draw, therefore, the attention 
of the members of the Moslem Swaraj Party to it. The Plindu memliei's 
will ajfroe to this reasonable projiosal and I appeal <o the Moslem memliers 
not to oppose it, without considering the consequences.” 

Babu AMDLYA DHONE ADOY: 1 Inq? to sup{K)rt this amend- 
ment. Fiider this amendment it is pro|H)> d to ^ive a ri^ht to the 
dafadars and chaukidaVs of making a representation to the District 
Magistrate against the older of dismissal and also a right to make an 
appeal to the Divisional Comini.ssioner against the decision of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate. We know. Sir, that the powers of the District 
Magistrate are genenilly delegated to Sul)-Insp<M'tors of Police and we 
also know that some of the iK»li(e offii'ers abuse the powers that are 
entrusted to them and they treat the chaiikidurs as their own menial 
seiwants, and if they are unable to please the Sub-Inspector of Police 
their services are dispensed with by the District Magistrate on the 
leport of the Sub-Inspector of Police. Therefore it is but right and 
just that these chaukidars should be uHowcmI the right of making a 
representation to the District Magistrate and, if nc*cessary, to submit 
an upfieal to the (Commissioner of the Division against the derision of 
the District Magistrate It is to the British sen.se of justice that 1 
appeal and I hojH* the Ilon’ble MemlMU’ will acc-ept this amendment, 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia* I have every sympathy with the Shah Saheb in his desire 
that a clafadur or chaukidar should be allowcnl to submit an explana- 
tion to the District Magistrate against charges made and that an 
ap|»eal should lie to the (’ommissioncM'. If the *Shuh Saheb will look 
into the Chaukidari Manual, he will find that in sec tion 17d the follow- 
ing provision is made : 

“ All reports ajj;ainst chaukidars received from the police shall be in Form G, 
but no chaukidar shall be dismiHsc'd without beitiK Kiven an opportunity of 
^representing his cose before the Subdivisional ()ffici*r or District Kufierintendent 
of Police, aa the case may be.” 

As regards dismis.suls, rule 11 of the Rules under the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act, provides thus: 

When the Board at a meeting ('unaider that a dafadar or chaukidar should 
be diamisfied, it shall submit a statement of the c;ase in Form G to the Circle 
Officer who will forward it to the Diatricrt Magistrate with his coinmenta. The 
•tatement submitted by the Board shall furnish the following information in 
fall detail : — 

(o) the nature and particulars of the misconduct or neglect complained of; 

(b) the explanation of the defendant; 

(r) details of his previous punishments and rewards : and 

(d) the finding and the recommendations of the Board.’' 
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So, the Shah Saheb will gee that these matters have already been pro- 
vided for, and I see no reason why further provisions should be made 
for taking the explanation of chaukidars and dafadars. 

As regards the appeal to the Commissioner, I think. Sir, the posi- 
tion would be hopeless. If you look at the number of chaukidars in 
the province you will see that the total number of chaukidars employed 
in Bengal is 73,576 and of dafadars, 6,837. In 1924, in the Rajshahi 
division alone the number of chaukidars was 18,143, and of dafadars, 
1 ,148, and there were 456 dismissals. If the* Commissioner of the 
division is to sit in judgment, enquire into and decide on 456 appeals, 
I submit his position will be miserable : and 1 am afraid Government 
will have to consider the appointment of an additional Commissioner 
in f)rder to enquire into and decide on appeals from chaukidars and 
dafadars. 

In the second part of his amendment the Shah Saheb wants that 
the api>eal to the Commissioner should go through the District Board. 
I do not see any iK)int in this us the District Boards are not at all con- 
cerned with the chaukidars or the chaukidari budget. I therefore 
strongly oppose this amendment. 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AH AM AD spoke in Bengali. The English 
translation of w'hich is ns follows: — 

“It is the villagers who pay the C/haukidurs and Dafadars. The 
President and the members of the Union Boards are elei'ted by them and 
they have certainly a l)etter claim to judge of the w'elture of their con- 
stituencies than the District Magistrate or the (Commissioner. It is 
their duty to appoint suitable men as ('haukidars from amongst them 
and the interference of 'the Magistrate or the Commissioner is unnecessary 
and unjustifiable. Shah Sahib said before this that the appointment 
of Chaukidars and Dafadai's should be approved of by the District Board. 
It may also hear their appeals. It is absurd that the p(>wer of appoint- 
ment and dismissal should remain with men who neither pay nor know 
anything about the local condition. If Government really want that 
the T^nion Boards should do substantial work, their IVesidents and 
members should be given more powers. They should have full power to 
appoint and dismis.s (^haukidars and Dafadars.“ 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

** That in clause 2 to proj)o.sed section 20 the following be added, 
namely : — 

‘ Provided that Wore a dafadai' or a chaukidar is removed by 
Union Board from bis i} 08 t, he shall be given an opportunity 
to submit a written explanation to the District Magistrate, 
about the charges made against him. 
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‘ Provided also that an appeal shall lie to the Commissioner of 
the Division dirw't or through the District Board against 
any such order of removal within 60 days froni the (late of 
the final order 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 2, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would request you, Mr. Sasnml, to move 
both of your motions together, but I would put them to the vote 
separately. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: 1 heg to move that tor clause II. the following 
be substituted, namely:— 

“ 3. For sub-section (/) of section 21 of the said Act, the follow- 
ing shall Ik* substituted, namely: — 

*{h The numlier of dafadurs and chaiikidars to be employed 
in a Fnion, the salary to Ik* paid to them, and the 
nature and the cost of the ecpiipment shall be deter- 
mined from time to time by the Fnion Board. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this sub-section, 
the numWr of dafatiars and chaukidars employed in u 
Union, the salary to be paid to them and the cost 
of their e(]uipment shall continue to be the some as 
on the day on which the Bengal Village Self-fiov- 
ernmeiit (Amendment) Aid. H125, comes into opera- 
tion until altered under the provisions of this sub- 
section.' " 

I also b?»g to move that for clause 3 the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

** 3. In section 21 of the said Act — 

(7) For sub-section (7) the following shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

'(7) The number of dofadars and chaukidars to be employed 
in a Uhion and the salary to be paid to them shall bo 
determined from time to time by the Union Board. 
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(2) The nature and cost of equipment of dafadars and 

chaukidars shall be determined from time to time by 
the Union Board after consulting the District Magis- 
trate, with a view to maintain uniformity of their 
uniforms. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/), 

the number of dafadars and chaukidars employed in 
a Union existing at the commencement of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Act, 1925, 
and the salaries to be paid to them shall continue to be 
the same as on that date, until altered under the 
provisions of sub-section (7)'. 

(2) The existing sub-section (2) shall be renumbered as sub- 
section (4).** 

The points that are involved in these amendments are old points. 
I have taken the words “ subject to the approval ot the District Magis- 
trate ” from clause 1 of the proposed section 21 of the Act; and over 
and above that I have also taken out the proviso to sub-section (I) 
of the proposed section 21. I have further taken out sub-section (2). 
So far us the first portion of my amendment is concerned 2 and 3 are 
itubst antially the same. I have nothing to say with regard to the 
words “ subject to the approval of the District Magistrate because 
I think I have already said enough on this jwint. With regard to 
sub-section (J) of section 21, which reters to the cost and nature of 
the equipment of dafadars and chaukidars I have made a distinction, 
but in the first amendment I have made no distinction; in the second 
amendment I have suggested that the nature and cost of e(}uipment of 
dafadars and chaukidars shall be detei mined by the Union Board after 
consulting the District Magistrate with a view to maintain uniformity 
of their uniform, I find that in the .Select Comnuttee there was some 
discussion about this and probably a majority of the committee felt 
some difficulty over the uniforms. They weie afraid that if uuifonn- 
ity of uniform was not maintained throughout Bengal it is possible 
that Union Boards will have different uniforms. So to meet that 
argument, I have in my second amendment put the word* “ the nature 
and cost of ec|uipment of dafadars and chaukidars ought to be deter- 
mined by the Union Board after consulting the District Magistrate 
with a view to maintain uniformity of uniforms ”. So that argument 
has been met. As regards the other point, the words “ subject to the 
approval of the District Magistrate 1 have said enough. Wit* 
regard to the proviso it falls through, because I am opposed to the 
words. With these words, I commend my motions to the acceptance 
of the House. 
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BiIni AMULYA DHONE ADDYa I bejr to oppose both the aiueud* 
ments. Sir, it appear from the BiH, as amended by the 

Counnittee, that the nature and cost of equipment of 

dafadars and chaukidars shall be determined by the District Magfis* 
trate after consulting’ the views of the f’nioii Board. My hoirbb 
friend’s suggestion is that it should be determined by the Union Board 
after consultation with the District Magistrate with a view to maintain 
uniformity of their uniforms. Sir, I think the s igge.>ti(m of the Select 
Committee appeara to be a reasonable one, and they have practically 
come to the decision unanimously because out of l.'l memlters only 
3 members have dissented. It appears from the report itself that tin 
Select Committee consider that uniformity is desirable, that thiM can 
best be secured by the system at present in force, that the determina- 
tion of the nature of the uniform appears to be a matter which can 
best be left to executive officers and that they are of opinion that it is 
impracticable to separate the cost of e(|uipment from the nature of 
equipment since the one in effect determines the otlvr. In these 
nircumstances, I submit that the Di.strict Magistrate should have Mime 
control over the matter referred to therein. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I rise to say that 
I prefer to accept amendment No. 5f>, which bus been moved by 
Mr. Sasmal, but not f)V. 50 simply differs from the amendment 
No. 5Q, standing irt my name, in this respect that it does not make 
any mention of thin approval of the District Magistrate. Otherwiw* 
Mr. Susmars amendment and the effect of ray amendment 5Q will be 
practically the same. Both these amendments propose — 


Mr. PRESIDENT. We are not dealing with 5(1 hut we are dealing: 
only with 50 and 5P and you should confine your remarks to thosi* 
amendments only. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am not discussing 5Q 
I am only pointing out that Mr. Sasmal’s amendment 5(^ is similar 
to the amendment that will be suggested by me later on. The onl> 
difference is this: that Mr. SasmaPs amendment makes no mention of 
the approval of the District Magistrate. The proposal however is that 
like the salary of chaukidars and dafadars, the cost of equipment of 
the village police should also be determined in the first and the las^ 
in^'tance bv the Union Boards and (he t^nioa Boards only. There 
{ agree with Mr. Sasmal. That was also the position under the Act 
of 1870. I think that even in the presebi circumstances it is absolutely 
necessary that the cost should be determined by the Union Boards and' 
not by the District Magistrate and why it is necessary will be apparent'* 
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to all if I simply quote here section 37 of the Act of 1919. Section 37 
4oi the Act says : 

The Union Board gfaaU impoea yearly on the oirners or occopiers of bnild' 
itngf, adthin the Union, a rate amounting to — 

(a) the Hum reqtiiretti after deduction of the contribution, if any, made by 
the local Government in this behalf, for the salaries and equipment 
of the dafadars and chaukidars and the salaries of the establishment 
of the Union Board.” 

'Thus it will be seen that like the salaries of chaukidars and dafadars 
Ihe cost of their equipment is also the fiisl cliarnre oo the Union lund. 
8o 1 do not think that it will be advisable for the members of this 
‘Council to follow the statement that has been made in the general 
report of the Select Committee and I think it is not the correct expres 
.'sion to say that the cost of equipment is after all a small sum or an 
unimportant matter. Small or big this sum has got to be found by the 
representatives of the villagers by taxing the villagers and if the 
villagers Irive got to find out the money why should they not have a 
predominant voice in the matter of the <leterminatioii of the cost of 
.equipment of the chaukidars. It is only fair that they should have 
that right. Of course they can exercise that right with or withumt 
the subsequent approval of the District Magistrate. As to the appre 
hension that found expression in the Select ConUnittee regarding the 
uniformity df the uniforms, I think there can possibly be no ground 
for such apprehension if the (Government accepts Mr. SasmaTs other 
amendment; because in that case the District Magistrate will have a 
voice in the matter of tU' determination of the cost of equipment of 
•cliaukidars and the District Magistrate will be (‘onipetent to sagged 
what should be the nature of the uniforms and what cost should be 
incurred over those uniforms. 

With these remarks 1 beg to support the amendment moved bv 
Mr. Sa.smal. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: Sir. this amendment 
involves the same question which has been ably threshed out by 
Mr. Snsmal and Babu Akhil ChAndra Datta regarding the powers of 
the District Magistrates and responsibilities of Union Boards. The whole 
point was this : whether the chaukidars and dafadars should be appointed 
and their salaries fixed by the District Magistrate or by the Union 
Boards. Now a curious anomaly has arisen. So far as the power of 
appointment goes it restfl with the Union Boards unfettered; but the 
power of dismissal re.sts with the District Magistrate. This anomalous 
position has been brought about by the tyranny of the majority. 
Mr. Sasmal’s present. amendment goes to the very root of the matter. 
It suggests that, likA the question of appointment, the salaries of 
chaukidars and dafadars and the cost of their equiilment should also 
l>e in the entire control of Union Boards. This involves a question of 
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principle regarding which we have expressed our views and I say that 
this amendment, if carried, will do away with the previous anomalous 
position and will strengthen the hands of th<» Fnion lioards in the 
performance of their routine duties. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I ri'<e to say one word about 
thi..* question. It appears to me that all the trouble alou: this uniformity 
of the uniforms is more imairinaiv tha.i real We kmiiv tli.il there is 
a rule about vakils’ gowns — advm'ates’ gowns and Council gowns, lint 
there is no trouble about that. There is uniformity although the High 
Court and the Gf)vernment never think of interfering ns to the Cfist 
of those gowns. It is not really necessary that, in order to secure 
uniformity of uniforms, there should he any interference by the District 
Magistrate almut the cost of equijmient. 

Babu BORODA PR08AD DEYS Sir. if I projfose to speak a few 
words in reg.ird to thi> motion, it is only Wf'ause 1 happen to know 
something almut a certain Cnion Hoard in which the Hoard prop(>sed 
to maintain a certain number of chaukidars and they wante^f to reduc-e 
the original number. Tiieir ])ro|)osal wius supported ln)' the much* 
abuse<l (’inle Olheer and eveti by the Subdivisional Officer but when 
the (juestion was jdaced before the l)i*Jtrict Magistrate the first thing 
the District Magistrate told the rnidn H<>ard President was that he 
should convult the District Superintendent of Police in the matter. 
The District Siiju-rintendent of Police having w*t his face against the 
reilucticii , the rtaluction not elVected, altlxmgh us I have said the 
Circle Otticeraml the Subdivisional Officer were in favour of it. So, Sir, 
it means this: tliat even the District Magistrate’s apju’oval iu(»ans as 
to how the matter is looked upon by the Police authorities in the dis- 
trict. In this way Cnion Hoards, which are a represenUitive iKul'y, 
and which are, as has lieen admitted by Government in their own 
literature, the fountain source of local self-government, of which the 
summit is to be seen in the Council Chamber — the Union Hoards may 
be deprived of their self-governing fM)wer, at the sweet will of the 
Police, and* the ajiproval of even the Magistnite is reduced to this. 
It is to the interest of the Hoards to maintain chaukidars, and their 
own proi)erties and persons have got to l)e protected by these chauki- 
dars. So it will be their own personal interest to see that a proper 
number of chaukidars is maintained and a proper salary is paid to 
them, and it is only proper that they should l>e the final authority in 
this matter. 

As regards the equipment, it is curious to think that they will have 
to j)ay the cost of these uniforms out of the money realised by them 
from the people, and yet they will not have any voice in the matter, 
and the District Magistrate alone will have the power of determining 

6 
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the nature and* the co«t of the equipment. That is certainly an ana- 
inolous position which I think no Legfislative Assembly should counten- 
ance. As has been said that those who pay for the piper should have 
the rij^ht to call for the tune. The same principle ouffht to apply in 
this case especially in a representative body like the Union Board. 
I therefore think, Sir, that Mr. Sasmal's motion ought to be accepted 
by this House. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: In this matter 1 do not understand why 
there should be any opposition on the jiart of the Government to the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Sasmal. It is an innocent amendment. 
It means that tliose who pay the piper should* have the right to call 
the tune. It means in other words the recognition of the popular voice. 
Perhaps that is the reason why there is this objection. Otherwise there 
can be none. That lias been always the attitude of the bureaucracy. 
The j)eoj)le must find money for the salary' and for the equipment of 
these chaukidars and yet those peojde shall not have the right to say 
IxK)k here: I must cut my coat according to the cloth — I cannot 
afford to pay so much for e<juij)ment : I must pay something less 
They shall not have the right to do so. So far as these uniforms are 
concerned, what does it matter whether there is uniformity or not. 
Here we liave meinl>ers of Government. We find them coming here 
with Fez, felt hat, frcx-k coats and lounge suits of variegated colours 
and different cutn. Do you think that the Governor will l)e justified 
in saying that all the memhers of Government should wear a uniform 
dress and have it made from a particular tailor. You liave got your 
Army and regiments wearing different unifonns. So what does it 
matter if each Union Board is permitted to pHuitfe for its cliaukidars 
such uniforms as it likes and can afford; and in this matter the Union 
Board should not l)e dictated to by the Magistrate. But what the 
Magistrate siivs is this — “ Ix>ok here, it does not matter whether your 
income is Bs. 1,(K)0 or Hs. 10, 0(H), it makes no difference to me, you 
must spend so much on uniforms of chaukidars for the >ake of uniform- 
ity ”. Is that reasonable y Y"ou spend the bigger portion of your 
income on chaukidars’ salary and their eijuipment. Very little is 
left for the imiiroveinent of the areas in t'liion Boards, and yet when 
the Union Board comes and tells you — “ liook here, we can manage 
our aff'airs much more cheaply: we do not want all these expenses: 
give us the lil)erty to manage our own affairs ai'cording to our re- 
sources,” then y(»u will .sjiy ” We won’t give that i>ower ”. Is that 
reasonable!^ I am appealing to the other side of the House, and I 
hope the meml)ers on that side — although it is hoping against hoi)e — 
will for once listen to reason. Here are these j)oor Union Boards 
struggling to do what they can to iinjirove their areas. The Magis- 
trate says ” I ch) not care what you do but you must s})end so much 
on uniforms ”. Is that reasonable? In no other country' where the 
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governing body lays any claim to civiliaation can such a tiling be 
tolerated for one moment. It is only here that ever^ihing however 
preprosterous is jKissible. I hope the other side of the House will 
listen to reasons for once in their life and support Mr, Sasmal. 

Mr, 4 b Gt DRUUMONO: I shall deal first with the part of the 
amendment concerning the numWr of dafudars and chaukidars. 
Government realise tliat it is perfintly reasonable for Union Boards 
to wish to determine themselves as to the number of chaukidaj-s and 
dafadars they would employ. I would ask the Ccmm il to eompare the 
provisions in the Village Self-Government Act with the amendment 
proposed by tfie Select rommittt^e. Under the Act us it stands tbo 
District Magistrate dei ide.s tlie numl>er of chaukidars and the salariea 
to l)e paid to them after con‘^idering the wishes of the Union Board; 
but it is now prop(VNe<l that the Uiii(»n Board should determine the 
number of dafadars and chauki(hn> and the salaries to l)e paid to them 
with the ap]>roval of the I)istri(‘t Miigistrate. This is a veiy’ different 
system indeed. The p(»pular voice mentioned by Mr. A. U. Banerjee 
has lieen heard in the Select Uomniittee. The seules have been tip|>ed 
in favour of autonomy ,1nd the initiative now re^t.s with the Union 
Board. As the Hon’ble Member mentione<l in dealing witli one of 
the other ameiKhneiits. the chaukidars have other wi^rk to do liesides 
the work of village wateli and ward and serving under the Unicm Board. 
They have also important duties in eoniH‘etion with the sup[»ression 
and detee.tion of (rime. The Union Jhaird may 1 h* able to d(M*ide on 
(he number of chaukidars that are needed* for the Union Board w<»rk, 
but they are hardly comjietent to determine how many chaukidars are 
needed tor the duties mentioned in section 2d of the Village Self- 
Government Act in coniMH'tion vith the detection and suppression of 
crime. Mr. BorcKla Urosad Dey mentioned a lase in which the 
(drcle Officer and the Sulnli visional Officer recommended a reduction 
in the iiumlier of chaukidars, but this was opposed by the Su[)erinteu- 
dent of Uolice. It is inevitable that the Superintendent of Policy) 
should be consulted in such mutters: he is immerfiately resiKinsible 
for the peace of the district, although ultimately this responsibility 
rests with the District Magistrate, and it i.s for the Distric t Magis- 
trate to decide on (he (piestion finally after weighing all opjaming views. 

Then as regards the salaries (»f the chaukidars. Mr. A. U. Banerjee 
mentioned that in his Union Board the District Magistnite confirms the 
action of the Board in the matter of the ap[>ointment of chaukidars. 

If he goes to other districts he will find* the same principle operating. 
The District Magistrate does not reject the Union Board*» recommen- 
dation without very stnmg renson. As regards the point raised by 
Mr. Banerjee that an the Union Boards have to find the money, it is 
only right that they should have the chief say as to the amount of 

6a 
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salary, and that lie had no trouble with the District Magistrate, I 
submit that all Presidents are not like Mr. Banerjee. Some of them 
are uneducated' with no knowledge of public affairs, and sometimes if 
they are given complete liberty in this matter, the freedom given to 
them might go to their heads. Therefore, there must be some safe- 
guard by placing the ultimate responsibility on the District Magis- 
trate. Something was said about there being two parties in Union 
Boards, one striving for liberty and the other showing subserviency 
to Government. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE; On a point of order, Sir, does this arise in 
this connection y 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Go on, Mr. Drummond. 


Mr. J. G. DRUMMOND: This was said in connection with the 
number and salaries of chaukidnrs. All with experience of village 
administration know that politics hardly enter into the deliberations 
of Union Boards, who are chiefly concerned with excavation of tanks 
or the construction of roads and ^uch other things. 

Then I come to tlie <|uestion of equipment. As noticeil by the 
Select Committee, there should be some unitormity in the matter of 
eipiipment. Mr. Banerjee menti<med the analogj’ of the members of 
the Legislative ('ouncil. It is not necessary that a memlier of the 
liegislutive Council should be recognised, but it is necessary that a 
chaiikidai’ slnuild be recognisable. He must be re(‘ognised by the 
villagers as a chaukidar wlieii he goes to the village to help tlie Sub- 
In.spector of Police in conducting investigation. He must he recogniz- 
able when he goes to give evidence in Court. As in the case of the 
number and salaries of i‘hnukidnrs, the District Magistrate should also 
have the power to de(dde on the qyestion of equipment. Another 
reason is that these uniforms are obtaintMl from certain Central Jails 
wdiere they are made on a laige si'ale, and as these are produced by 
jail labour, it is possible to get them at a low rate, up to a certain 
standard, and under a system of regular supply. If this system were 
done away with, it will disorganise the manufacturing department of 
these jails, and some notice will have to be given to them. 
IMr. A. r. Banerjee has drawn u pitiable picture of Union Boards being 
unable to meet the needs of the villagers on account of the hea^-y cost 
of uniforms, but 1 would point out here that the cost of uniform for 
each chaukidar comes to Rs. 3-14 i^er annum. I think that is certainly 
not a heavy burden on the villagers. On these grounds I oppose the 
amenthnent. 
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Tiie motion that for clause 3, the, following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“ 3. For sub-section ( 1 ) of ‘section 21 of the said Act, the follow- 
ing shall he sulxtituted. namely: — 

‘ iJ) The numl>er of dafadars and chnukidars to l)e employed 
in u rnion, the salary to l>e paid to them, and the 
nature and tlie «*o>t of the eijuipment shall be tb*ter- 
inined from time to time by the rnion Board. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this sub-section, 
tlie number of dafadars and ( haukidars employed in a 
rnion, the salaiy to be paid to them and the cost 
of their equipment shall continue to bt' the same as 
on the (hiY on which the Bengal Village Self-Gov- 
ernment lAmendinent) Act, 1925, comes into opera- 
tion until altered under the provisions of this sub- 
section,” 


was then put and a division taken witli the following result: — 


AYEa. 


Ahamad, Maulvl Atimuddin. 

Atimtd, Maulvl Tayabuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauhrl Zannaor. 

Ali, Mauivi tayyad tiritan. 

■agahl. Babu Ramat Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjca, Babu tatya Klahara. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Biawaa, Mr. Abdul Latit. 

Boaa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu fudarsan. 
Chaftarjaa, Babu Umts Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Saiyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
Chundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oai GupU, Or. ^ M. 

DatU, Babu Akhli Chandra. 

Day, Babu Barada Prasad. 

Qafur, Maulvi Abdul, 
aanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

Nagua, Maulvi Bayadul. 

Haatain, Maulvi Wahad. 

Hug, Maulvl A. K. Paxl-ul. 

Hug, Mr. Mahbubul. 


Jaardar, Maulvi Aftab Haiaain. 
Khan, Babu Dabandra LaU 
Khan, Maulvl Abdur Rasahid. 
Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 
Mahammad, Maulvi Baaar. 
Maily, Babu Mahandra Nath. 
Maslh, Mr. tyad M. 

Mitra, Babu Jogtndra Nath. 
Muksrjaa, Babu Taraknath. 
Nasksr, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Naogi, Babu Manmahan. 

Quadcr, Maulvi Abdui. 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Oab. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 
Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud iankar. 

Ray, Babu Batoawrlf»atl. 

Ray, Or. Bldhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Iankar. 
larkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar, 
•arkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
taamat, Mr. B. N. 
lingha, Mr. Arun Chandra, 
luhrawardy, Mr. H. 1. 

Vasin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


NOEt. 


Addama-Williama, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Obana. 

Baau, Babu datlndra Nath. 

Birtay, Mr. L. 

OamiMI, Mr. K. 

Cbaudburi, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Kban Bahadur. 

• 


Child. Mr. R. H. 

Caban, Mr. 0. d. 

C aapar, Mr. 0. B. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amar Hath. 
Baud, Mr. M. 

Of, Mr. K. 0. 

OanaM, tba Han'bta Mr* A 
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Drummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. a t. 

ForrMtor, Mr. J. CampboN. 

Obiuniavl, Had|l Mr, A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Ooanha, Ral Bahadur Badridat. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Haq. Khan Bahadur Kail ZahlruU 
Haard, Major Banaral fliahard. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. B. 

HoMain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huu, Mauhrl Bkramul. 
aannaway, Mr. J. H. 

LIddtIi, Mr. H. C. 

LIndtay, Mr. J. H. 

Mlttar, tlr Frovath Chundar. 

Morano, Or. H. W. B. 

Morgan. Mr. 0. 

The Ayes heiug 52 and the No 
The following? ujotion was not 
going decision of the Council: — 


Mukorji, Mr. B. C. 

Nandy, Maharaja Kumar Bria Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, Bir Abd-ur% 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kihaunith Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

ROy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Bimpton, Mr. J. W. A. 

Bkinnar, Mr. B. A. 

Bnaith. Mr. J. F. 

Btaphanton, tha Hon'bia BIr Hugh. 
Buhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Villiart, Mr. E. 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. 

i 47 the motion was carried. 

Hit as it was covered by the fore- 


“ That for clause d the following be sub>tituted. namely: — 


3. In section 21 of the said A<*t — 


(/) For sulKsection ( /) the following shall be subNtitiited, 

namely : — 

‘ (/) The number of dafadar> and chaukidars to be employed 
in a Fnioii and the salary to be paid to them shall be 
determined from time to time by the Union Board. 

(2) The nature and cost of eijuipment of dafudars and 
chaukidars shall be determined from time to time by 
the Fnion Boanl after consulting the District Magis- 
trate, with a view to maintain uniformity of their 
uniforms. 

(.V) Notwithstanding anything containeif in sub-section (1), 
the number (»f dafadars and chaukidars employed in 
a Union existing at the commencement of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Act, 1925, 
and the salaries to be ])aid to them shall continue to be 
the same as on that date, until altered under the 
provisions of sub-section (7)'. 


{2) The existing sub-sectiiui (2) shall be renumbered as sub- 
section (’/)." 


Adjourtiment 

The Council was then adjourned till d p.m. on Wednesday, tbe 
17th February, 192b, at the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
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ProoMdings of the Bengal Legislative Council attembled under the 
provteions of the Covemment of India Act 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta^ 
on Wednesday, the 17th February, 1926, at 3 r.u. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Sum Shekiiareswar Hay) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 
120 nominated and elected membei^s. 


Letter from Lt. Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; The Secretary to the Couinil ha-^ received the 
bdlowirifr letter : — 

“ 15, L^ksuownk Ro^d, 

Calcctta. 

Dai i'll thf 7th Ft'}>ruaKy, 192Ct. 

Dkau Sill, 

I Jim (leepiv toucliod hy the Councirh kind menvaKC of «ynipiitliy to ui 
on the death of inv Indoved grandfather Rat Lalitmohan Singh Roy Bahadur 
of Chakdighi. on the 20th Novemlwr last. May I requoat you to kindly eon- 
vey to the Hon’hle PreMdent and to the ('oiineil through him «»nr graU*fid 
thanks for tlieir kind Hvmpathy with us in our iK'reavement, and for their 
appreciation of the pulilic serviceN of niy grandfather. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sd ) Bbjoy Prohu) Singh Rot. 


Stirred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Assault by constables on Tramway men at Kalighat DepSL 

*XXXII. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state how many con- 
stables were sent up for trial for having assaulted the Tramway men 
at the Kalighat Depot la.st April? 

(b) Under what section of the Indian Penal Code were they 
tried? 

(c) What is the result of the case? 
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{d) Were the constables defended? 

ie) Who paid for their defence (if anj')? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of publishing 
the judgment? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bie Sir 
Hugh Stephenson): itn Six cointables. 

(h) Section 147, Indian Penal Code. 

(c) One constable was discharged. Five constables were fined 
Hs. 40 each. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) They paid for their own defence. 

(/) A copy of the judgment is laid on the library table. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: I want to know if these constables who have 
been fined are still retained in service. 

The Hon’bleSir HUGH STEPHENSON: Yes, they are. 

Mr. S. Ni HALDAR: Are they all of the same grade? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I must ask for notic'e of 

this. 

Mr. S .N. HALDAR: Why has the (iovernment ke]>T these men in 
service in spite of their conviction ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The (’oinmissioner of 
Police considered that aftei the trial and conviction of these men it was 
unne(’essary to draw up departmental pnK'eedings airuiiist them. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May I ask. Sir. if they have been 
perinittted 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does this really arise, Mr. Hoy, out (»f the present 
question? 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: As far as I can understand 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Nest question. 
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PermiSMoii to spodol doss prisoners to perform Snraraswdl Puja. 

^XXXIII. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: {a) Will the Hon ble^ 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to^ 
state whether it is a fact that the Insj>ector-General of Prisons, Bengal^ 
has given permission to the speiial class prisoners to perform the- 
Swaraswati Puja? 

(h) If so, was any money paid to them for meeting the necessary 
expenses ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, arc the Government 
considering the desirability of paying the expenses in future? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): He gtive permissioii to two. 

special class jirisoners in the Kajshahi (Vntral Jail to (clebiute the- 
Puja. 

ih) No. 

(c) No. 

. 

Daily searohee of State prisoners and dJtenus. 

^XXXIV. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ia) Will thcr 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased te- 
state whether the State prisoners and detenus in the Mandalay. 
Midnapore, Alipore and lierhampore Jails have to undergo a process 
of daily search? 

Is it a fact that the Governments of Madras and (’cntrnl I’rov- 
inces have been instructed b> the (fovernment (»f Bengal to ai range 
these daily searches of Bengali State prisoners and detenus now 
located in the Madras and Central IVovinces Jails? 

(r) If the anwer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon^ble* 
Member be pleased to state the reason which led the Government of 
Bengal to issue this special instruction? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): i^n In Biuigal Jails, daily search of state 
prisonei-s and detenus and their cells is prescribed by rule. 

Whether or not this rule is followed in other provinces depends on- 
the discretion of the local Government concerned. 

(b) No. The Government of Bengal have merely forwarded to- 
the Governments of Madras and the Central Provinces copies of the 
rules current in Bengal regarding State prisoners and detenus, and 
have suggested that the rules might be followed in other province*^ 
in order to secure uniformity in the treatment of such prisoners. 

^ (r) Does not arise. 
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UnBtarr«d Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

ftules regarding the appointment of Muhammadans to Government 

posts. 

22. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the Hon ble Metnl>er in 
•charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the Kules regardinj^ the appointment of Muhammadans 
in the various departments of the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
)1on*ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): The following? are placed on the library 
table : — 

(i) Rules for the appointment of candidates to the Rental Civil 
Service, Ren^ml Provincial Service, Renjral Judicial Civil 
Service, Subordinate Excise Services, T'})per Division oi 
the Secretariat, and posts of Inccmie Tax officers. Rule 4 
lays down the proportion of Muhammadan appointments. 

'(ii) Communi(|ue dated the 21st December, 11)25, whi(‘h modilies 
rule 4 of these rules so far as it applies to the Rerifral 
Civil Service, Renjrul Judicial Civil Service, and Benjral 
Excise Service, and lays down the policy of Government 
as re^mrds the te(‘hnicul services. 

iiii) An extract from P. R. 1C, III, rule 24 (7). which lays down 
the proporti<m of appointments to the po^ts of Sub-Inspec- 
tors in the Renjral Police. 

(/c) An extru<t from Secretariat Instructions, section 47, which 
presi'i'ibes the proportitm of appointments in the lower- 
division of the ministerial appointments of the Se(*retariat. 

Rule.s for the remaining^ services cannot be i)laced on the table 
because there are no published rules in these cases. 

For Ministerial posts in the divstricts (except Darjeelinp and the 
'districts of the Burdwan Division) a minimum of one-third Muham- 
madans is pre8cril)e(l. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask the proportion of Mu- 
hammadans apiK)inted in the service referred to in paragraphs (r), 
(u) and (iv) respectively? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don’t you think that is abusing the right of 
asking supplementary questions by putting a question like that? Is 
the Hon ble Member capable of answering offhand in regard to the 
proportion asked for? 
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BliNi AMULYA DHONE AOOY: May I kuow the principle undd)* 
which these proportions have l>een fixed, w’hether in accordance with 
population or whether in at'cordance with 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, oi dcr: that is ai^rain an abuse of the lifrht 
of questioning in this sense that it involves questions of j>rinciple 
which can be better dealt with in a debate than in a reply. 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: Will the Hon'))le Member direct that 
the rules for the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tliat is a iei(ue^t tor a(‘tion and not a supple- 
mentary question. 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: Wiil (io\>‘rnment be pleaded to have 
the rules for the remaining servircN published, except for th(»se in (i) \ii) 
and (ir)? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: That aKo a request tor 
action, I think, but I think all the information that ihe Jlon ble Member 
really re(iuire> i" in the answer if he will lefer to it. 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: The rules toi tin- remaining serNiees 
should lie jiho ed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There <’an be no <li**eus'‘ioii during quest ion*'. 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: Will Ud' IIon'M*- MfinlxM !>•■ plxuxnl to 

state if (rovei iiment I'ftiiteriiplate. an_\ increase in iln* peieentajfe of 
Muhnnnnadaii'. in tile ea.e of inini''terial [mixIx."' 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I have nothing moie to add 
to what I have said. 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: Will the Jlon'ble Member kindly state 
whether Government contemplate any increase in the percentage of 
appointments in the case of minister’al jxists'' 

Th« Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Not at present. The 
matter is still under consideration. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE; May I know if any qualifications have been 
pre8cril)ed in the matter of these appointments, and are the qualihcationi 
the same as those in the case of Muhammadans and others? 
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* fhi Hon*bl6 Sir HUGH STEPHENSON* Where qualifications are 
piescribed for an appointment they are required from all candidates of 
whatever denomination. 


Blbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the appointment of Muhammadan candidates 
under these rule^ has seriously affected the efficiency of the Government 
service? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter of opinion ; we cannot ask Govern- 
ment to express any opinions. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
b) state whether any appointments have really been made according to 
the rules that have been laid down? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; If ihe hoirble mentber 
would read the connnuniqne published by Government, he w'ill see that 
the alterations under the rules will have effect after the examination 
held last September; therefore the appointments, made after that examina- 
tion will not be made in accordance with the new niles, but in accordance 
with the old rules. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: Is it not a fact that these rules were 
laid d(>wn to put a str»p to criticism, and are observed more in the breach 
than in the observance? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: ttrdcr, order: that is a matter of opinion. Next 
question, please, we have had a sufficient number of supplementary 
(luestions. 


Calcutta Madrassah Committee. 

23. Mauivi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been or is proposed to be taken on the recommenda- 
tions of the Calcutta Madrassah Committee of 1914 — specially with 
regard to the construction of a new school building for the Anglo- 
Persian Department of the Calcutta Madrassah? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
H0ll*ble Mr. J. DONALD): The Calcutta Madrassah Committee was 
appointed in February, 1921, and submitted its report in 1922. Govem- 
meut ai'e considering the recoramendntions of the Committee, but no final 
decisions have yet been reached. 
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Mttlivi 8AYYE0 SULTAN ALI: Iq view of the answer given to 
No. 23, will the Hon’ble Men>l)er be pleased to state how many years more 
are likely to be required to roine to a decision on this subject ? Four years 
have already elapsed. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: I niu unable to say. 


Police Adminietration Committee’s Report 

24. Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: (a) Will the Hon hie Meml>er 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether any. 
action was taken upon the report of the Police lletrenchinent Com- 
mittee, appointed about three years ago, of which Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Rahadur, of Hooghly, was a member ? 

(h) What sum of money was proposed to be saved by the said 
report ? 

(c) How much was actually saved ^ 

(d) Is any further action contemplated upon the said report? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; (n) to {d) The member 
is presumably referring to tlie Committee appointeil in ?»<*j)tember, 
1921, to enquire into and report on the administration of the police in 
Bengal. Some material was collected for the Committee, but it ceased 
to function after the appointment of the Bengal Retrenchment (\>m- 
niittee in June, 1922. The Committee referred to suiimitted no re|H)rt, 
but a statement of the action taken on the recommendations of the 
Bengal Retrenchment Committee was printed ami cir(‘ulut(‘d to memlHUs 
of the Legislative Council in 1924. 


Reorganization of Jail establishments. 

25. Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQ: (a) Is the Hoirble Memlw^r in fdmrge 
of the Department of Revenue (Jails) aware of a feeling of discontent 
amongst the jail officers over the recent reorganization of clerical and 
executive establishments in the Jails Department? 

(h) Is it a fact that in .selecting the Deputy Jailors, many of the 
senior Assistant Jailors having 10 to 18 years’ w>rvice have been sui>er- 
seded by their juniors having 4 to 6 \ ears’ 8er%’i<'e only 

(c) Is it a fact (hat in many cases the senior Assistant Jailors who 
fulfiUed all the conditions governing selection ns laid down in Gov- 
ernment letter No. 12040 R.J., dated the 30th NovemW, 1925, to the 
Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, were supersede^! by their juniors, 
though not so qualified as required? 



S2 QUESTIONS. [17th Feb. 

(d) Is it a fact that some graduate Assistant Jailors have been 
superseded by their juniors, who are only Matriculates? 

ie) Is it a fact that some of the senior Assistant Jailors who have 
got a very good record of services have been superseded by their juniors, 
who have got many bad remarks against them? 

(g) Is it a fac^ that these five graduate Assistant Jailors have been 
designated us Jail clerks, though other Assistant Jailors who have 
not been promoted to the rank of Deputy Jailor have been allowed to 
retain their designation as Assistant Jailors? 

(h) Is it a fact that these five graduate Assistant Jailors (now 
made clerks) were never told or given to understand either at the 
time of their appointment as Assistant Jailors or at the time of their 
confirmation as Assistant Jailors that their services might ever be 
converted to those of clerks? 

(i) If the answer to {h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the evidence, if any, 
in order to show that any of the graduate Assistant Jailors w’as so 
told ? 


The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; (a) Memorials have been 
received. 

{})) Some officers have been passed over. 

(r) and (c) This is a (piestion of opinion. The selections were 
made by a ('ommittee consisting of the Inspection-General of Prisons 
and the Suj)erintendent8 of the Presidency and Ali{)ore (Vntral Jails. 

(d) Gne graduate officer has been suptnseded by one officer w’ho is 
not a graduate, 

(ff)i (M »»d (i) The replies given to the question asked by Dr. 
Eumud Sunkur Pay at this meeting may be seen. 

Blbu Bid AY KRISHNA BOSE: With reference to the an^w^er to 
(a) may I ask the Hon'ble Member if any action has been taken on these 
memorials? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: They are still under 
examination, 

Babu BIJAY KRISHNA BOSE: With reference to answer (h) the 
answer is that some officei-s have Wen passed over; may I know the reason 
why they have been passed over? 

The Hofi’blf Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: They were not considered 
suitable for the post of Deputy Jailor. 
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Bibll BIJAY KRISHNA BOSE: May I know how many of these have^ 
been passed over? 


Thi HOffl’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I cbm t know; I must ask 
for notice of this; I cannot answer offhand. 


Babu BIJAY KRISHNA BOSE: With refeience to answei's {r) and 
ffl “this is a question of opinion I want to knoi\ 

Tha PRESIDENT: I raimot permit you to enter into an argument. 
Please take your seat when I am standing:. I cannot permit any 
further questions. 

Bsbu BIJAY KRISHNA BOSE: I want to know whether it is a fact 
whether tluse Assi>tant Jailru's have fulfilled the'»e conditions laid down 
in thi> (Tovernnient's letter have been passed over? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: that (juestion intellignble to the Hon’lde 

Memlnn ? 

The Hon’bleSir HUGH STEPHENSON: No; it is not intelligible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It IS not intelligible either to me or to the (Joverii* 
nieiit M(‘mbei'. 

Babu BIJAY KRISHNA BOSE: Is it a fact that these Assistant 
Jailors have fulfilled the eonditif>ns lai<l down in the (rovernment letter? 

I w’ant to know if it is a fact, the answer is that it is a question of opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Ilon’ble Member says that the <|uestion is not 
intelligible to him. Next (juestion. 

Babu BIJAY KRISHNA BOSE: But 1 have not finished. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am soriy, Mr. Bose. 

Babu BN AY KRISHNA BOSE: But I am still on my legs, Sir. 


Saleotiofi of Deputy Jailora. 

2S. Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQ: b/) Will the Hoirble Member iit 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) W pleased to state whether 
it was not one of the recuinmendationK. of the Indian Jails Committee^ 
1919>20, that men of good educational qualiffcations will be made 
Deputy Jailors? 
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(h) Will the Hairble Member be pleased to state tinder what cii 
'cumstances only two out of eight graduate Assistant Jailors have bee 
selected as Deputy Jailors? 

(r) Was there any definite instrurtion from the Government c 
Bengal that none of those who entered' the Jail Department as Assistar 
•Jailors after 31st December, 1921, would be selected as Deputy Jailors 

(d) If the answer to ('c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem 
fcer be pleased to lay on the table a copy of such instruction ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) In making the selections the Inspector-General of Prisons wat 
instructed to consider experience and other mattei’s as well as educa 
tional qualifications. The eight graduates are all comparatively junioi 
officers. 

(c) and (d) A copy of the instructions given to the Inspector-Genera 
of Prisons has been laid on the table in rejdy to the question asked b} 
Dr. Kumud Sankar Kay. 

Reorganization of Jail estal>lishment8. 

27. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Membei 
in charge of the Department ()f Revenue (Jails) be pleased to stat4 
whether it is a fact that out of the six persons appointeil Deputy 
Jailors from among 22 Muhammadan Assistant Jailors on the 1st Apri 
1926, none are graduates P 

(b) Is it a fact that there were three graduates among those Assistan 
Jailors? 

(r) If so, w'ill the Hon ’hie MemW he pleased to state why th< 
•claims of the three graduate As.sistant Jailors were superseded.^ 

(J) Is it a fact that the cases of these three Muhammadan gradu 
ates were not even put before the selecting officer for hia consider 
ation whether they were fit for the jwsts of Deputy Jailors? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether th< 
Inspector-General of Prisons bus, in reply to a petition of a Muham- 
luadan graduate, Abdus Slioker, now a clerk, said that he was not eligibU 
for promotion to the rank of Deputy Jailor? 

if) Were these Muhammadan graduates ever told either at the tim« 
•of their appointment as Assistant Jailors or at the time of their confirm* 
^ition as Assistant Jailors in the Executive staff, that their services mighi 
l>e converted to those of clerks if any reorganisation took place in the 
Jail Department? 
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(p) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the order or circular? 

(h) Did the Government of Beiifral issue any instructions to the 
Inspector-General of Priwms, Benjral, that none of those Muhammadan 
^aduates who entered* the Jail Department as Assistant Jailors in the 
Executive staff after 31st December, 1921, would be seWted as Deputy 
Jailors? 


(/) If the answer to (h) is in the aftirniulive, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table a copy of such instructions? 

(;) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the opinion 
of the immedifite authorities, as for instance that of the Suj)erintendent 
of Jails, was invited and considered while sele< tinj? the Deputy Jailors? 

(k) If so. will tlie Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
copies of Superintendents’ o[>inion about the grachiate Assistant Jailors? 


The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and {h) Yes. 

{(') They were not superseded. No officer junior to them has l)een 
appointed a Deputy Jailor. 

(d) Yes. The Ins|>ector-Generai of Prisons ref>orts that their names 
were not considered, as 33 officers were selected from Assistant Jailors 
senior to them. 

(c) Yes. 

if) and (//) There i^ no re(‘ord that they were so told, and no official 
onVr was isMied ; but the Inspector-General of Pris(ms was askt'il on the 
(ith December, 1921. to stop the recruitiii^r of Assistant Jailors and to 
recruit only for the clerical .service. In reply, he {minted out this could 
not be done until the <derical cadre had l)een samtioned, but noted 
that while recruiting; {)robationerh in future, the candidutes selected would 
be {riven to iinder.stand that their p(»sts would Im eon verted to those 
of jail clerks as soon as the clerical (udre had been sanctioned. It may 
therefore be presumed that the recruits were informed. 

(h) There was no si)ecial order rejrtirdin^r the sele<‘tioii or non-.selec- 
tion of such Muhammadan {rraduates, but instructions were is.sued about 
Assistant Jailor^* recruited after the 1st Janiiary% 1922. 

(i) A copy of the letter is laid on the fable. 

0) Yes. 

{k) Government are not prepared* to publish the opinions of officers 
about their subordinates. 


7 



86 


QUESTIONS. 


[17th Fm 


Letter A'o. 12040 R.J.y dated Calcutta, the 30th November, 1925, from 
W. S. Hopkyns, Esq., o.b.e., i.c.s., Secretary to the Govern^ 
merit of Bengal, Revenue Department, to the Inspector-General of 
Prisons, Bengal, referred to in the reply to clause (i) of unstarred 
question No. 27. 

Reohgamzation of the executive axd clerical establishments in 
THE Jails Deh^artment. 

I am directed by the Governor in Council to refer to your letters, 
noted below, regarding the reorganization of the executive and clerical 
establishments of the Jail Department in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Indian Jails Committee, 1919-20: — 

No. 103, dated the 20th June, 1921. 

No. 4215, dated the 14th March, 1924. 

No. 316 I)., dated the 29th September, 1924. 

No. 375 D., dated the 30th May, 1925. 


2. In rej)ly, T am to say that Government have decided that 
the prison establishment in Bengal should hv divided into two. branches, 
executive and clerical, which should be separately recruited, and that 
the exetuOive brunch sliould l>e divided into the two classes of Jailors 
and J)c])uty Jailors. They sanction the following revised scales of 
pay for the two branches of the establishment : — 


F^,r(cufive staff. 

Jailors. — R uihh*s 200 — 25/2 — 300 — 25 — 350, with one selection 
gnwle lK>st on Ks. 400 i^er mensem, eiiiciencv bar at Ks. 300 
and duty allowance (special i>ay) for two Jailors at Rs. 100 
each per mensem. 

Deputy Jailors. — RujK'es 100 — 10/2 — 150 per men.Hem with effi- 
ciency bar at Rs. 120. 


Clerical staff. 

Head clerks of the five existing Central Jails. — Rupees 100—10/2— 
150 per mensem. 

Clerks of Jails (other than SuWails). — Rui>ees 45— -15 — 50 — 3 — 
110 — 5 — 120 per mensem with efficiency bar at Rs. 80 
and probationai’y period at Rs. 45. 
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3. There are at present two European Jailors, 24 Jailors and 
77 Assiaiant Jailors in the Benjral Jail Depaitoent. The ix)sts of these 
officers should be regraded into Jailors, Deputy Jailors and cleiks 
and should be redistributed as shown below: — 

Ej'ecutive staff. 


26 posts of Jailors. 

33 ]X)st6 of Deputy Jailors (including T for leave reserve) 


Clerical staff. 


44 jwsts of clerks. 
103 


The existing officci?. should he Inought (»n to the revised scale of pay 
now sanctioned with clfect tioin the 1st April 1925, and should 
allowed to draw i)ay oi the stage next alum* their i>resent iu»y under 
rule 22 of the Fundamental Rules. 

4. The selection guide jiost on Its, 400 per incnsem sanctiomal for 
the Jailors should he given to the most efficient of the senior Jailors, 
and the Jailois (d the riesideucy and of the Alii»ore (Vntral Jails 
should he allowed t(* diaw the sjiecial pay (duty allowance) of Rh. 100 
each per mensem icfeiied to in paragrujih 2 above. Ihi* following 
three officers will also continue to draw the eicisting allowances drawn 
}>y them as shown against their names: — 

r<*r in •n'«'m. 

IN. A. 

Jailor, Daijeelin^i Jail — Ihll Allowanci* . . 2*) 0 

Assistant (OI Depute I Jailoi, Daijceling Jail ... 10 0 

Jailer, Baiisal Jail— Fimxeyame allowance ... H 

5. The 33 posts of Deputy Jailois si»erified above should he filled 
by selection from amongst the cMsling Assistant Jailors and in making 
the selection educational iiualifications, expeiience, ability, leliahility 
of character and physical fitness should lx* taken into conHiileiation. 
Asistant Jailors who are not selected for apjKiintrnent us Deputy 
Jailors will \ye apiMiinteil to the clerical server, but under rule 23 of 
the Fundamental Rules, will remain on their existing incremental 
rate of pav, viz., Rs. 50~-10/2 106 until they reach the maximum of 
the grade. Assistant Jailors re<Tuited before the 1st January 1922 
will be allowed to retain their present designation, but those recruited 
after that date will be called Jail clerks. 
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6. Appointments of Deputy Jailors will ordinarily be made b 
direct recruitment; but for the next ten years, t.e., up to the 31s 
March, 1935, not more than two-thirds of the vacancies may be fille 
by promotion of Assistant Jailors, not less than one-third being fille 
by selection of outsiders. The minimum educational qualification 
required for candidates for direct appointment as Deputy Jailor shoul 
be that they have passed the LA. or I. Sc. Examination of the Calcutt 
University or the Intermediate Examination of the Board of Seconder 
and Intermediate Education at Dacca, and for candidates for the cler: 
cal service that they have passed the Matriculation Examination c 
the Calcutta University or of the Board of Secondary and Intel 
mediate Education at Dacca. Jail Code Rule 281 should be amende 
accordingly. Except as provided al)ove the transfer of a Jail cler 
to the executive sf*rvice will be made only in exceptional circumstancf 
and will require the sanction of Government. 

7. The extra cost required to give effect to the scheme during th 
current financial year will l)e met fi-om the additional grant c 
Rs. 50,000 voted by the Bengal Legislative Council at the last Augus 
Session. 

8. The Accountant-General, Bengal, has been informed. 


NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

Non-ofllcial Members’ Bills. 

The Bengal VilUge Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

(Idu.^e 3. 

The following ainendiuents were not jnit as they weie covered by tor 
going decision of the Council: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI to move that in the prc 

posed sub-section {!) of section 21, line 2, the word “and’' b 
omitted and in line 3 after the word “ then ”, the words “ and th 
cost of their equipment “ be inserted. 

Mr. K. S. ROY to move that in clause 3, in the proposed sectio 
21 (/), lines 4 to 8, the %vords Wginning with “ subject to the approve 
of the “ and ending with the words “ reasons for so doing “ be omittec 

Babu MANMOHAN NEOGI to move that in the proposed sul 
section (2) of section 21, lines 3 and 4. for the words “ by the Dif 
trict Magistrate after considering the views of the Union Board th 
words “ by the Union Board ’’ be substituted. 
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Mr« 1C. 8. ROY to move that in clause. 3 in the proposed section 
21 (2) for the words “ by the District Magistrate after considering the 
views of the Union Board ” the words ** by the Union Board subject 
to the approval of the District Magistrate ” shall be substituted. 

Mauivi WANED H088AIN to move that in clause 3 in the pro- 
posed section 21 (2) — 

(fl) in line 3, for the words “ District Magistrate *’ the words 
“ Union Board ” be substituteil : and 

{h) in line 4, for the words “ Union Board ” the words “ Dis- 
trict Magistrate ” l)e substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (lue^tion is that clause 3 of the Bill, as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (tn a point of order, Sir, 
are we not dealing with an amendment o| the Standing Rules? 

f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We ^^ill take that up after this Bill is over. 

The motion being jiut, a di\ision was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddm. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Taytbuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Zannoar. 

Ail, Mauivi tayyad lultan. 

Matelilt labu Ramat Chandra. 

Bahth, Mautvl Kadar. 

•anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Oahu tafya Klthora. 
•anarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

•itwaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mata, Babu Bajay Krtahna. 
Chakravartl, Mabu Jafliidra Chandra. 
Chahravarti, Mr. Myamkat. 
Chahravarty, Babu tudaraan. 
Ohattarjaa, Babu Umas Chandra. 
Ohaudhurl, Mauivi talyad Abdur Rab. 
Ohaudliurf, Rai Harandranatii. 
Obaadbury, Mautvl Hd. Numl Mur. 
Cb a a rd bu ry, Mautvl Faxial Karim. 
Cb undar, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Dai Quata, Dr. 4. M. 

Itatta. Babu Akbil Chandra. 

Day, Babu B ara d a Praiad. 

Oatur, Mautvl Abdul. 

Oantuly, Babu Khagwidra Hath. 

Haidar, Mr. i. N. 

Nudtti, Mauivi Buyadut. 

Hua, Mautvl A. K. PatMif. 
murdur, Muuhrt Aftab Naaaalii. 


Khan, Babu Debandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raiahid. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahl Uddin. 

Mahammad, Mauhrt Baiar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mailh, Mr. tyad M. 

MItra, Babu Jaftndra Hath. 

Muktrjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Maagt, Babu Manmaban* 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaannu Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abuniah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu SalaowriiMti. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bajikar. 

Ray Choudhurt, Hal Bahadur talyandrc 
Nath. 

•alam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdut. 
•arbhr, Babu Nomuntu Kmudr. 
turhdr, Mautvl Aflub Bukbth. 

•arkar, Babu Nalinlruhlan. 
tuauiul, Mr. B. N. 

•ttbruwurdy, Mr. N. i. 

TaruMur, Maidvi Ba|tb UddNk 
Yaihi, Mautvl Mu ba uuua d 
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Addimt-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dhont. 

A4iianutlah, Moiiah. 

■atu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Campbafl, Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon*bla Mawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Coopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Dai, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Oi, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. 4 . 

Doaa, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Drummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Outt, Mr. Q. t. 

Porraitar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Qhuznavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahlrul. 

Hoard, Major Qanoral Riehard. 

Hopkyni, Mr. W. t. 

Hoiiain, Nawab Muiharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 
damoa, Mr. F. E. 
donnaway, Mr. d. H. 

Lai Mahammod, Hajl. 

Liddoll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay, Mr. d. H. 

MIttor, Sir Provaah Chundor. 

Morono, Dr. H. W. B. 

Mukorji, Mr. B. C. 

Oaton, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim. Sir Abd-ur*. 

Ray, the Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kihauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlioil BInch. 

Bkinnor, Mr. B. A. 

Bnalth, Mr. d. F. 

Btaphanion, tha Hon’bla Bir Hugh. 
Buhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Travan, Mr. W. L. 

Villiara, Mr. E. 

Wilion, Mr. R. B. 

Woodhead, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes heinjj^ 56 and the Xoes 50, the nif)ti()ii was carried. 


Mft PRESIDENT: I now take up clause 1. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: M y amendment relates 
to the substitution of the fijrures 1926 ” for the fijrures “ 1925 ” as in 
the Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybod y object to this formal amendment? 
( Pause.] As no objection has been taken Vou can now move your amend- 
ment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I bejr to move that in 
clause 1 for the figure.s “ 1925 ” the figures “ 1926 ”, be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

Tht Hoii’Mt IlShanJi KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BMUNlur, of 
Nadia: 1 ask for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Division, but it is a conse(iueittial amendment, 
Maharaja Buhaddr. 
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Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, your, ruling was that 
when a member asked for a division he should stand up and call loudly for 
a division. In this case the Maharaja Bahadur has not done that, he 
simply stood up. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There was no need for so much heat, Maulvi 
Saheb. 

The thing is that the Maharaja Iiun a very low voice; he called for a 
division but I did not hear it; otherwise he had m business to stand up. 
When I inquired if he asked for a division I wanfed t<» W sure. So I 
order a division. 


A division wa-^ then taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Addy. Vabu Amulya OHom. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Tayabuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Zannoor. 

All. Maulvi tayyad Sultan. * 

Bagohl, Babu Romaa Chandra. 

Bakfh, Maulvi Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Satya KIthora. 
Banarjae, Mr. A. C. 

Bitwaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

•oaa, Babu Bajay Krishna. 
Chafcravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Babu Sudarsan. 
Chatterjea, Babu Umts Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi talyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranalh. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurul Hu(|. 
Chawdhury, Maulvi Pazlal Karim. 
Chundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oas Oupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhll Chandra. 

Day, Babu Baradi Prasad. 

Cafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Cantuly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Naqua, Maulvi tayadul. 

Jaardar, Maulvi AfUb Hassaln. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 


Khan, Maulvi Abdur Raaahid. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahl Uddln. 

Mahammad, Maulvi Basar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Masih, Mr. tyad M. 

Mitra, Babu iogandra Nath. 

Muktrjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

NtagI, Babu Manmahan. 

Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Praianna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Babu latoowrlpatl. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Saiam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdut. 
Sarkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Bukhth. 

Sarkar, Babu Nallnlran)an. 

Sasmal, Mr. B. N. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Ra|lb Uddln. 

Yasin, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Adda«a>Wiiiianif, Mr. C. 

A ha anuBah, MaUah. 

■arma, Ral taMb Panahanan. 

Saau, Sahu datlndra Nath. 

Sirlay, Mr. L. 

SanqMMB, Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bia Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Naarah Ali, Khap Bahadur. 
Child, Mr. R. N. 


Daa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

OanaM, tha Nan'bla Mr. i. 
oaaa, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Ui 
Orummand, Mr. d. B. 

Outt, Mr. & ». 

Parraalar, Mr. d. CamBhaN. 

Qhusnavi, Hadh Mr. A. K. Ahu Aluuad 
Khan. 


Mr. C. a. 


Ouha, Mr. P. N. 
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Htard, Major OMaral Riftiartf. 

Hopliynt, Mr. W. t. 

HaMaiR, Nawab Mutiiarruf, Khan lahadur. 
Mini, Mamvi Ekramul. 
itarmt Mr. F. E. 

Jtnnawayi Mr. 4. H. 

Lai Mahammaa, Hajl. 

Lidaali, Mr. H. C. 

LlntfMy, Mr. 4. H. 

Marana, Or. H. W. 0. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. 4, Y. 

RahHn, tha Han'bit tir Abtf*ur-. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra. 


Ray Obaiidliuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Obaudhurl, Raja Manmatha Math. 
Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhuaan. 

Ray, Raja Manllali Blngh. 
timptan, Mr. 4. W. A. 
tkinnar, Mr. S. A. 

•nalth, Mr. 4. F. 

StaphMitan, tha Mon*bla tir Hugh, 
•uhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Villiart, Mr. E. 

Wilion, Mr. R. B. 

Woadhaad, Mr. J. A. 


The Ayes heiiij^ 57 and Noes 51. the motion was carried. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamide stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I heg to m(»ve that the 
Bill, as settled in Council, he passed. 

In placing this motion before th<‘ Council I should thank my hon’ble 
colleagues for the improvements they liave effected in the Bill by their 
kind suggestions and solid support and what is more in spite of strenuous 
obstruction on the part of Government. I think the Bill as it now stands 
is quite in line with the original Cliaukidari Act of 1S70. I set out with 
a more limited object in view, namely, to bring the Village Self-Goveni- 
inent Act in a line with the amended Chaukidari Act, i.e., the Cliaukidari 
Act as amended by the Acts of 1922 and 192‘i, but I think we have gone 
further and we have improved the A<’t so much now that we can say that 
the Bengal Village Self-Government Act of 1919 is now in a line with the 
original Act of 1879. Of course there is one important point in respect of 
which we have not been able to improve the Bill as much as we desired but 
I hope future legislators will remedy that defect and will bring that part 
into harmony with the other parts of the Bill. With these remarks I 
move my motion that the Bill be passed into law. 

CHIEF SECRETARY (Mr. L. Birley) : Now that the Council 
has to come to a decision as to whether the Bill as sellled in Council 
shall l>e passed I think it would be well that members should consider 
what the results of this Bill as a whole are likely to he and whether it 
is really beneficial that this very important Act should be subject to 
constant attacks of small private Bills to which the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act seems to be peculiarly liable. This Bill has dealt 
with five subjects : (1) appointment, (^) dismissal, 6^), i‘he number of 

chaukidars, (4) their salaries and (S) their equipment. The law aa it 
stands about appointments is that the Union Board nominates and the 
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District Magistrate if satisfied appoints the man who is nominated* 
If he is not satisfied he may appoint another' man. 

As regards dismissal, under the Bill a^; it stands, the Union Board 
may dismiss a dafadar or chaukidar subjec t to the approval of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate, and the District Magistrate may dismiss a dafadar or 
chaukidar for failure to carrj' out the duties entrusted to him. This ia 
practically what is now in the Act. It will Im* observed that the effec't 
of these two provisions as they now stand in I'he Bill is that the District 
Magistrate may dismiss a chaukidar, but the Union Board may at 
once proceed to appoint him and again the District Magistrate may dis- 
miss him and the Union Board may again apptdnt him. I do not 
think the Council will consider this t<» be a desirable state of affairs. 

Then, as to the number of chaukidars, their salaries and their eciuije 
ment*. Under the existing Act, the Magistrate, is t<> det ide after con- 
sideration of the views of the Union B<»ard. Under the Bill, as it 
stands, the number, salaries ami the nature and cost of equipment are 
left to the unfertered discretion of tin* I nion Boards. That is the 
ptKsitiou as it now stands in the Bill. Now, I am not so ignorant as to 
think that the working (^f the Village Self-(iovernment Ac't at present 
is perfect; and apart from my own exi>eiience I am in ('onstant com- 
munication witHi Mr. Halt, who during the past cedd weather has U'en 
on special duty and has been specially considering many (*f the features 
in the working of thi^ A< t. Before Mr. Hart completes his special duty, 
he will place (ton eminent in posse.ssion of what, I believe, will be 
valuable suggestion^ for imi>roviiig the w(»rking of the Act. Those 
who have known Mr. Hart in either the Burdwun or Dacca district will 
he able to judge whether the jiropof^als which Mr. Hart will make are 
likely to commend themselves to ilie inemhers (»f the Union Boards. 
When there is a minister in <‘hurge the Local Self-Hovernmcnt De- 
partment, Mr. Hart s .suggestions will be available to liim, if the min- 
ister wishes U> amend the Act. Apart from an amendment of the Act, 
an important paH of the working of the Act consists in the rules. Mr. 
Hart has brought to my notice s<une points in which i!he rules in his 
opinion and in mine are not what they should la*. There is now* under 
issue, or it has possibly been already published for criticism, a draft 
rule alamt the duties of dafadars w'hich ufibr conBidei*8tioii by the? 
public, if finally ajiproved by the Government, will have the effect of 
giving considerablv more control over the dafadars to the 1 nmn Boards 
than exists under the present rules. I venture to think if that rule is 
passed, in the general opinion of the T nion Boards, the value of that 
rule will be greater than an>ihing that is contained in iTie present Bill. 

On the subject of appointmeniJs, Mr. Hart has told me that when 
a nominee is rejected hy the District Magistrate, perhaps on some good 
grounds of which the Union Board may not be aware, and then the 
District Magistrate appoints another in hjs place, the Union Board 
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would like to Lave an opportunity of considering the person who is to 
be appointed before the District Magistrate appoints him. I am quite 
sure that the Union Boards w^ould like to have this opportunity and it 
seems to me to ])e quite reasonable. I propose to take slfeps for afford- 
ing the Union Boards such an opportunity. 

Again, on the subject of equipment, I have heard from Mr. Hart 
that there have been complaints about the delay in supplying uniforms, 
and there have l)een complaints about its quality. Mr. Hart 
and I are taking steps which, we hope, will result in improvement. 
But, on the subject of equipment, I think there are two points w’hich 
the Council should very carefully consider. The first is that tlie 
dafadars and chaukidars have certain powers to arrest, and to prevent 
wrongdoing it is ([uite essential that they should have uniforms W'hich 
will leave no doubt us to what they are, and this lequires central con- 
trol. Secondl}^ in many cases the Boards will find it a nuisance I'o 
have to arrange for the purchase of uniforms. There are six items in 
a chaukidar’s uniform and the total annual cost amounts to Rs. '1-14 
at the present' rates. Mr. Ilaii tells me that the demand to pu^cha^e 
uniforms is by no means general. This is certainly not one of the most 
important points; it is not of first-rate importance; and I believe I'hat 
the balance of convenience is on the side of the present arrangement 
and that' the alteration made by the Bill would not be generally ap- 
preciated. There are members of this Council who are presidents of 
Union Boards and it is very good servic^e that they aie doing to the 
cause of local self-government by holding this position. I am nr>t 
si)eHking now of the works which they cause to be carried out in their own 
Thiions, but I refer to two other aspects (►f this (jiiestion. The first is 
that by holding this position they add to I’he dignity of the position, 
and by doing so they encourage the best men who are available in other 
Uni(»ns to desire to have this position. The second aspect’ in which 
they do good is that by being members of Union Boards they learn for 
themselves what are t'he needs and what are the difficulties of Union 
Boards, and by virthe of their position, they have opportunities for- im- 
pressing upon (Government and upon the local officers what these needs 
are, and perhaps sometimes they make them known mr»re clearly 
than their humbler confreres in other Unions may do. My own ex- 
perience is that I have learnt a great deal from the president of a 
Union Board — I i*efer to Raja Moniloll Singh Roy who is the president 
of a Union Board in Burdwan, He will know that what I have learnt 
fit)m him has had an effect on my views almut the working of this Act 
and whether the views that he has caused me to hold have had any 
effect on the rules. By doing this a great service is done, but at the 
same time the fact that people in that position hold these posts, does 
tend to make those who are not acquainted first-hand with Bengal 
village life believe that the normal state of affairs is that someone in 
the position of a member of the Jiegislative Council i.s the president of 
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a Union Board. Any one who thinks this is very far from the ftutb. 
The fact is that, jreuerally speaking, the president of a rnion lioan! 
is a person of very humble status. Now it is the policy of Government 
that the Villagre Self-Government Act shall Iw extended as widely as 
possible and Government have laid down that there is no villu^re in 
Benjral which is so backward that' it is not suitable that the A< t should 
be extended there. There has been a verj’ uneven extension f»f the Art 
and the extension has depended not so much on whether an nrt*a is 
advanced, but more on whether the local officers have been keen about 
getting the Act extended. Now, it will be a calamity if as the result 
of passing this Bill G(>vernment will say that in some areas where 
there are people who are sufficiently enlightened to exercise these 
powers the Act can be extended, but in i»thers wliere the people are more 
backward these powers cannot be eniViiNted to the Fni«»n Boards, and 
that therefore the extension of the A(“t should be curtailed. Goxciii* 
ment are obliged to consider the conditions of all I’nions and not ibo^e 
only (if the more advanced ones. The set'ond reason is ibat Govciut- 
ment must consider what will be the effect of this Bill in almormai 
Uiues. Mr. Sasinul s attitude to tin* Bengal Self-Government Act bus 
varied. He will remeniber that in 1920 he was dissatisfied that its 
extension in ('(uitai subdivision sboubl be limited to (\mtai and Rum- 
nagar thanas. In 1921 he did not think that it was desirable to have 
it in any part of the Midiiapore district. It j'. therefore gratifying to 
me to find that' his attitude ha‘^ changed again and that he is now mm h 
more interested in the A<*t and that his view^ liave changed ^ince h«‘ 
discussed it with me in 1921. But at the same time G<»M*rnim*nt mint 
remember what did happen in 1921; ami if it had been the law in 1921 
that the I nion Bounl should have the final say as to how many 
chaukidars should be eiiiidoyed and what' should be their salary, then 
I fear that not only in Midnapore but in manv oth(‘r districts, when 
Bengal was suffering from certain hallm-inatioiH, the result wmild 
have been that the number of chaukidars would have l>eeii zero or that 
the chaukidars’ salary would have been zero. Government are obliged 
to consider what might happen in abnormal times. 

I therefore appeal to the Council not to pass ibis inconsistent Bill 
which deals in a very small way with a very large and a very important 
Act. Before dealing with a Bill like this, all the principles need to 
be considered. What is much more imjMU-l'ant than the changes which 
are contained in this Bill as proposed, is the method and the spirit in 
which the Act is worked. It is the desire of Government that Union 
Boards should exend.se real control over dafadars and chaukidars and 
the Council may rely on me that I will do all I can to impress on local 
officers that the authority and wishes of the Union Boards should be 
respected. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 



96 NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. {17th Fbb. 

Mr« PRESIDENT ■ You have reached the time-limit. Do you 
'wish to have more time? 

Mr. L. BIRLEY • No, Sir, I have finished. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I must thank Mr. 
Birley for his kind and generous benedictions on this Bill at the last 
stage. I could not really follow him or understand from all that he 
has just said what his objec*t can be in putting up an opposition to this 
Bill at this stage. Mr. Birley has attempted to raise all possible fears 
and apprehensions in timid minds regarding the scope of this Bill. In 
the first place be has said that the problem that has been dealt with in 
this Bill should not be considered until the formation of the Ministry. 
At least that is what I have heard him say. But, »Sir, Government 
have not observed that principle hitherto. Government even after re- 
transferring all the transferred subjects have brought before the 
Council Bill after Bill relating to transferred departments. So if non- 
officials now bring forward Bills relating to i‘ransferred departments 
why should the (’ouncil be told to postpone the consideration of such 
Bills till after the Ministry is formed? It is an at'titude and argu- 
ments which 1 for myself cannot understand. Then Mr. Birley has 
quoted certain opinions but may I draw his attention to some of the 
observations made by tiie District Administration ('omniittee? That 
Committee was a Government' Ccunmittee but it regretted that the 
jmncliayets hud very small powers left in them. If this Bill, therefore, 
confers more powers not' on the Panchayets but on the Union Boards 
certainly it (‘unnot be a very serious thing. Mr. Birley has raised 
another point, riz.y he has asked the members of tlie Council to consider 
what would l>e the eflPect of such a Bill in abnormal times. Sir, we 
generally pass Bills during normal t^imes taking only normal conditions 
into account. For abnormal times you have your ordinances and re- 
pressive laws in yimr armoury. So you need not be afraid of the help- 
lessness of the Government in abnormal times. Mr. Birley doubts 
whether the Bill will be acceptable to the Union Boards or whether it 
will be advisable on the part of Government to confer on any Union 
Board such powers. We know, Sir, that Government will henceforth 
— if the Bill be pa.ssed info law — l)e more slow in extending the Union 
Boards and the reason is quite obvious. Whenever any real power is 
proposed to l>e conferred on the people and on the people’s representa- 
tives we know' the Government fight shy of such proposals. We know 
Government will prove obstructive but thaif need not prevent us from 
passing this Bill which has after all reference to the provisions for the 
control of village watch. I assure the House that in this respect the 
same law that is now* proposed prevailed under the Act of 1870 and 
was administered for 22 years without bringing the British Empire to 
rack and ruin. So I move tihat this Bill be passed into law. 
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The motion that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1926, be passed was then put and a division was taken with the fol* 
lowing result : — 


AYEa. 


AMy, Babu Amulya OhoM. 

AbaiMitf, Maulvl AtimiNMIn. 

Ahmad, Mauhrl Zannaar. 

Bagehi, Babu Ramat Chandra. 

Baksh, Maulvl Kadar. 

■anerjaa. Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu tatya Kiihara. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Biawaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Boat, Babu Bajoy Kriahna. 
Chahravartl, Babu Joglndra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu tudarsan. 
Chattarjea, Babu Umaa Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl taiyad Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chowdhury, Maulvl Failal Karim. 
Chundar, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Oai Gupta, Dr. j. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Day, Babu Boroda Proaad. 

Oafur, Maulvl Abdul. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Hoqua, Maulvl tayadul. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubul. 
doardar, Maulvl Aftab Hotaaln. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 


Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raathid. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Baiar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Mttkarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Noogi, Babu Manmohon. 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Ralkat, Mr. Pratanna Oab. 

Ray. Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu tataowripati. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar, 

Roy Chaudhurl, Ral Bahadur iatyondra 
Nath. 

•arkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar, 
tarkar, Maulvl Allah Bukhah. 
tarkar, Babu Nallnlranjan. 
taamal, Mr. B. N. 
ton, Mr. N. C. 
tuhraarardy, Mr. H. t. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajib Uddin. 

Yasin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Addama-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Tayabuddin. 

Antanuilah, Mollah. 

All, Maulvl tayyad lullan. 

Barma, Ral tahib Panehanan. 

Baau, Babu datindra Nath. 

Btrloy, Mr. L. 

Campboll, Mr. K. 

Chaudhurl, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr, R. H. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Coopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oaa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. d. 

Data, Rai Bahadur Pyarl Lai 
Drummond, Mr. d. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. C. t. 

Porrottor, Mr. d. CampbaU. 

Chiitnavl, NadJI Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Daoniui, Ral Bahadur Badridat. 

Diiha, Mr. P. N. 

Hag, Khan Bahadur Kail ZahiniL 
Hoard, Majar Oontral Riohard. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. t. 


Hoatain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Mauivi Ikramul. 
damoa, Mr. F. E. 
dennaway, Mr. d. H. 

Ui Mahammad, Hail. 

LIddall, Mr. H. C. 

LIndaay, Mr. d. H. 

Maalh, Mr. tyad M. 

Morono, Or. H. W. B. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar trli Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, tir Abd*ur'. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kfhaunlah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Roy Chaudhurl, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. t. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Manlloii tingh. 
timpton, Mr. d. W. A. 
tkinnor, Mr. t. A. 
tnalth, Mr. d. F. 
ttophanaan, tha Han'bit tir Hugh. 
Travorv, Mr. W. L. 

Vimort, Mr. E. 

Wflaan, Mr. R. B. 

Waadhoad, Mr. d. A. 


Hie Ayes being 55 and the Noes 56, the motion was lost. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT : I have to present the Report of the Select 
Committee appointed to consider the amendments of the Standing 
Orders ])y Shah Syed Emdadul Haq. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq not being present the motion that the Re- 
I»oit lie taken inib consideration was not moved. 

Tha Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill| 1925. 

BabU HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR : Sir, before I move my mo- 
tion, I want to make a slight verbal alteration. I want to substitute 
the figure “ 1926 ’’ for the figure “ 1925 

There being no objection, leave was given to make this amendment. 

BabU HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR : I move that the Bengal 
Village Self-Oovernment (Amendment) Bill, 192(), be taken into con- 
sideration. 

Sir, this Bill is intended, as I stated in my Statement of (objects 
and Beasons, to develop further the system of Local Self-Government 
in Bengal; and in order to secure this end, the power of w'holesale ap- 
pointment of Union Boards in cases of failure of election by the Dife- 
trict Magistrate was sought to be abolished and the training of the 
peojde in the elective system is sought for. Such a step will establish 
Union Boards on the basis of popular will and not (‘onsidered as an 
exotic institution thurst upon the villagers by alien rulers. 

In moving this motion, I beg to point out to this House that 90 per 
ceiit. of Union Boards in my district were formed by appointment by 
ihe l)i>trict Magistrate and this was certainly not the intention (»f the 
Act. If the people do not want T'liion Boards G(»vernnieut should not 
thurst them upon the people. AVith thc^e words, I move that this Bill 
be taken into consideration. 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia : This is a Bill for the Brneiidment of the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919. That sul)-section reads as follows : — 

“ (i/) If on the date fixed for the election, the electors of at 4 y 
Union fail to elect any meml>er or memWrs the vacancy or 
vacancies shall be filled by another election or by appoint- 
ment by the District Magistrate; and any person so apixiint- 
ed shall be deemed to be a duly elected member/* 

At present the District Magistrate has the option, if an election fails, 
of holding a fivsh election or of appointing members. The mover’s 
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intention is to deprive the District Magistrate of the nght to appoint 
members at all. The Bill is unworkable, because it makes no provi- 
sion for the failure of a second election. Should a second election be 
held and should it fail also, there would be a deadlm’k and the Union 
Board could not come into being. The Bill makes no provision for 
such a situation. The mover's desire is that Union Boards should be 
constituted by election and not by nomination and 1 svm])athise with 
him. Apart, however, from the fact that (he Bill is unwcukable it does 
not seem to be at all necessary in onler to carry out (lie mover’s wishes. 
The natural procedure for a District Magistrate to adopt under the 
sub-section as it stands is to order a fre->h election if there is any chance 
of the election being successful, and Government believe that 
this is generally done. Wherever possible we have a 
re-election and the provision of the statute regarding the election of 
Union Board iiieml)ei*s is also applied in this spirit; hut it is convenient 
lo have some pracedura which gives finality in the event of repeated 
unwillingness of the electors to go to the {wdls. If the District Magis- 
trate has good reason to believe thai^ a second ele<'tion is unlikely to 
succeed he has the alternative of nomination which saves the trouble 
and delay involved in having another election. In these circumstances 
Government must opjuKse the consideration of the Bill. 

The motion that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
menV) Bill, 192G, be taken into consid<*ration was then put and a divi- 
.'ion taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Mauivi Astmuddin. 

Ahmed, Mauhrl Zanneor. 
iatohl, tabu Ronitt Chandra. 

Bakth, Maulvl Kadtr. 

•anarjea, Or. Framathanath. 

■antrjaty Oabu tatya Kithart. 
•anarjee, Mr. A. C. 

Biewaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mbm, labM Bajay KrUhna. 

Ctiahravartl, Oabu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chahravarty, Baba ludartan. 
Chatlerjaa, Babu Umtt Chandra. 
ChavdlNirt, Mauivi talyad Abdur Rab. 
ChawBHirl, Rai Harandraiiath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Nur. 
Chundar, Mr. Ntmial Chandra. 

Das OuRta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Ahbil Cbandra. 

Day, Babu Burada Pratad. 

Oafur, Mauivi AbduL 
Oantuly, Babu Kliagandra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Ma«ua, Mauivi tayadiil. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubm. 

4aardar, Mauhrl Aftab Naavain. 

Babu Otbtiidra Lai. 

JNii, Maulvl Abdur RaaahM. 


Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddin. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Batar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu dagandra Nath. 

Muherjaa, Babu Taraitnath. 

Nathar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naagi, Babu Manmahun. 

Quadtr, Maulvl Abdul. 

Ralhat, Mr. Praiantia Oab. 

Ray, Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Burandru Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Mannwtha Nath. 

Nay, Babu Bataanripatl. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Bay, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Klran Bankar. 

Ray aiaudhurf, Hal Bahadur iatyandra 
Nath. 

•arhar, Babu Hamanta Kumar, 
iarkar, Babu NaHnlraa)an. 
gaamal, Mr. B. N. 
tan, Mr. N. C. 
fingha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Raitb Uddin. 
vaatn, Mauivi Muhantmad. 
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MOBS. 


AMaiNfWillianit, Mr. C. 

A4dy, tabu Amulya Dhom. 

Abmatfi MauMI Tayabuddin. 

A4itanullab, Mallah. 

Alii Maulvi tayyad Sultan. 

■arma, ftaf Sablb Panohanan. 

Baiu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

•iriay, Mr. L. 

«ampball| Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Chawdhury, Maulvi Failai Karim. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. J. 
dSaopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crawford, Mr. T. G. 

Oai, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath, 
ilaud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Hanald, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. 
dioaa, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Drummond, Mr. J. D. 

Dutt, Mr. a S. 
farraatar, Mr. J. Campbell. 

•Dhuxnavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan 

Daanka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 
auha, Mr. F. N. 

Haa, Khan Bahadur Kaai lahirul. 

Haard, Major Qanaral Riahard. 
diapkynt, Mr. W. S. 

iloaealn, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Nuq, Maulvi Eliramul. 
damae, Mr. F. E. 
dannaway, Mr. d. H. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Law, Raja Raehaa Caia. 

Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindeay, Mr. d. H. 

Matih, Mr. tyad M. 

Morano, Dr. H. W. B. 

Mukarjl, Mr. S. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar trie Chandra. 
Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, Sir Abd«ur«. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadu 
Kahaunieh Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhuean. 

Ray, Raja Manlloli Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdue. 
Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Bukheh. 

Simpeon, Mr. J. W. A. 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Snaith, Mr d. F. 

Stephaneao, tha Hon’bla Sir Hugh. 
Travare, Mr. W. L. 

VIHIare, Mr. E. 

Wileon, Mr. R. B. 

Woodhaad, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes heinjj: 53 and the Noes 62, the motion was lost. 
[At this stajfe the (^)un(•il was adjourned for 16 ininuies.] 
[After the adjournment.] 


Tha Caloutta Improvement (Amendment) Billy 1925. 


The following motion w'us ealled hut not moved : — 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA to move that the Calcutta 
Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1925,. he taken into consideration. 

The BengftI Looal Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

The Hon’hle M«harft|t K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

4>f Nadia S I heg to present the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Wal Self-Governmenlf (Amendment) Bill, 1925, by Maulvi 
.Sayedul Hoque. 

By leave of the Council Maulvi Sayedul Hoque substituted the 
figures “ 1926 ” for the figures “ 1925 ’’ in his motion and then move^ 
it in the amended form. 
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MMlvi SAVE DU L HOQUE : I l)eg to move that the Bengal Loral 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1926, as re|H»rted hy the Sele<‘t 
Committee, lie token into consideration. 

Mf* £• VILLI ER8: Mr. President, I op(H>se the motiim hefttre the 
House now and in doin^ .so I may iM»int out that I am voicin^r the 
opinion of my friend Mr. Tinvers, inasmuch us he himself i- iinahh* lo 
speak, having contracted the famous Calcutta cold. 

The Bill l)efore the Council provides for chunge.s in the c<uistitiition 
and organisation of the District Boards of the proviu<‘e. These changes 
are most important, and would affect very coiisiilerahly the wlude chain 
(»f lo<*al lK)dies which are responsible for the local self-government of 
each and every district in Bengal. 

Now. Sir, theie are in every district men who have devoted them- 
selves to local woik, such as js involved by memltership of a District 
or Local Board. Many of them have achieved much in regaid to the 
all important .subjects of (he water-supply, the health and the educa- 
tion of their district. But. Sir, many of the.se ba'al workers are unable 
to stand for election to this Council. Their profession, or their occu- 
pation, or their circumstances permit them only to undertake w<»rk con* 
netted with their own district or .subdivision. 

Sir, I submit that a measure td imj>ortaiice such as is this Bill ought 
to be submitted to each District and J^twal Board, that this CtmiK'il 
may have the guidance and the knowledge that will come from the ex- 
pressidn ot tlieii* views and theii opinion uptm this Bill. 1 am (piite 
aware tlmt then* are, amongst the members of this Council, a numl>er 
of eni'husiastic workers who have done splendid work for (lu* district 
wherein are their homes such as my friends Raja Maniloll Singh Roy 
and Mr. Sasmal and others. But, Sir, memlH*rship of this (^luncil de- 
pend.-* upon poilitics. I ladieve that in lof’al organisations .such as 
our District and liocal Boards, representing the people of a large area 
the besi work can Ik* obtained where the iiiem})ers are elected or ap- 
pointed, because of their devotion to duty and work f(o* their fellow' 
citieens, irrespective altogether of their political opinions. There are 
certainly a numlrer of valuable memliers who do take but little interest 
in party politics, and their opinion .should Ire obtained Irefore the 
Council proceeds any further with this Bill, 

Again, Sir, it is known that a Bill to overhaul the whole mochinery 
of self-government is being thrashed out and under draft : I Irelieve, 
Sir, it is a mistake to make piecemeal alterations, even in ho important 
a matter as representation, at this stage. I think that it will Ire wiser 
to wait until the new measure comes Irefore the Council. In my own 
district — or rattier in Mr. Travers’ district — some special arrangements 
jpre required to secure the just and fair representation of the Tea in- 
which pays one-third of the revenue of the district, and which 

8 
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euiployn 200,000 lalK)urers, but has but little voting power. Sir, we 
are within sight of a new election, and after that election it is probable 
that one side of this (’ouncil or the other will have a clear majority. 
Sir, I believe that whichever side does obtain that majority, a ministry 
will be formed, and there will be responsive co-operation to work 
dyarchy. Whatever may be one’s opinion abom the pace of progress 
towards Home Rule in Bengal, I feel sure that the majority in this 
(’ouncil now will agree that it would be far preferable that when a 
Bill is under consideration to recast and reform the local self-govern- 
ment of the province, a Minister should be in < barge of the depart- 
ment, and preferably a Ministej- who has himself had experience of 
District Board administration, such as Raja Manihdl Singh Roy on 
this side, or Mr. Sasmal on the other. For these reasons, Mr. Pre- 
sident, I oppose the motion before the (\)un(*il. 

Mr* B« N, 8A8MAL ; Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill as reported by the Select Committee be re- 
committed to the Select Committee, without limitation, with instruc- 
ti(»ns to submit a fresh report foi presentation to the Council as soon 
as possible, (luorum to be five. 

Sir, those who have gone through the Bill whicli my tiicnd Maiilvi 
Sayedul Ifotiue has brought up will admit most leadily that compared 
with it the Select C(»mmittee's Bill is a comj)letcly min'ilated matter, 
and if we leally intend to d(» any good in the line of suggestions made 
by my friend, then this Bill as settled by the Sele<*t Committee (*annot 
possibly lu' of any avail. I theref(»re move that it be re-committed 
without limitation. It is unfortunate that my Irieiid Maulvi Sayedul 
Ho(jue was not present in the Select (\)mmittee wlien this Bill was con- 
sideivd, and I am also sorry that 1 was not present there although I 
was a member of the Select (^)mmittee. I wrote to the Ilon'ble Mem- 
ber-in-charge requesting him to hold another meeting of the Select 
(/ommittee so that the matter might be considered again. The Hon’ble 
Member-in-charge wrote to me to say that he could not acce<le to my 
request because Vhe rules on the .subject were against calling a meeting 
of that kind. However the principles that my friend has touched upon 
in his Bill are really very important. He wants to enlarge the 
franchise of liocal and District Boards. At present there are members 
elected and their number in Iwth the cases of Local and Di.strict Boards 
is two-thirds and the number of nominated members is one-third. His 
proposal is that the nominated element should be reduced to one-fifth. 
Then there is another important matter. He proposes that the rule- 
making power of the ltM*al Government be taken aw'ay and given to 
District Boards. So far as these two proposals are concerned, the 
Select Committee’s recommendation is that these proposals be omitted 
from the Bill, f.r., except certain formal matters, the Select Committee 
have really accepted nothing of the Bill. Under the circumsihnce» I 
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think it would lie better if the Bill lie referml utrain U) the Select 
Committee. 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have murh jilea^^uie in se<oiuI- 
the motion of AIi. Sasmal. W hen this liill was before the Couni’il 
and the que.stioii of its leferem e to Select Committee was under disc us- 
sion, I sugp^ested that jiublic* opinion sliould be invited and that also the 
opinions of Distric*! Hoards >hould be invited. Hut F am sorry to say 
that that suiffKestion was not ai’eepted ]»y this (^mm il, and that is the 
reason why the report of the Selec t Committee does not appear to us to 
be a right one. 

The mover of the Bill was unable to attend sonic* ot the nie»*fings of 
the committee and Mr. Sasmal, who has great experience as the (1iair- 
man of the District Hoai’d ot Midnapoie, also c-ould not attend some of 
the meetings of the Selc*ct Committc‘e; so it is right and just that thc^ 
Hill should be referred back to the Selc*ct ('ommittcH*. I take this opjair- 
tunity of sugge.stinig to the* members of the Sc‘lect CommittcM* that before* 
they c‘ome to any decision the\ may be pleasc*d to ask for the* opinion of 
the several Distiict Hoaid^ of Hengal. 

It has been suggevsted that tlie j)en*entage of the members of Ib»cu! 
Hoards a.s w’ell as the District Hoards to be* nominated by <iovc*rnnient 
may be reduced from one-third to one-fifth. It lias also been suggc'sted 
that the control of the District Magistrate ns well as the (’oinmissioner 
of the Division over the District Hoard and the I.ocal Hoard should Im 
taken away. I beg to submit that time has not ^et come when that 
contred should lie taken away altogether, but at the same time I bc*g to 
submit that time has come wlicui their contnd over these bodies should 
be relaxed and the jiercentagc of the elc*<*ted members of the Houi'cIh 
should be increased as suggt*stc*d in the Hengal Municipal Hill. There- 
fore I beg to submit that instead of going through the amc*ndmentH 
placed before the House it w’ould be wcdl if we refer the Hill back to thci 
Select Committee for re-considc*ration after obtaining the ojunions of the 
public bodies interested. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I was a member ot the Sc’luct 
Committee that sat over thi.s Hill and jierbaps it would he a bit uii usual 
for me to stand up and supjiort the amendment tabled by iny friemd, 
Mr. Sasmal. When we sat in the Select Committee I was not aware 
that this Bill of Maulvi Sayedul ITfHjue had l>een sent to the 
various District Boards of the province for eliciting their opiniem. Sub- 
sequently about a month ago I found that this Hill was im luded in the 
agenda as a .subject on which the District Hoard of the 1^4-1 Vrgan nan 
had been i-equested to give their opinion, and I take it that other Dis- 
trict Boards were likewise <*onsulted. If that be so-— this faid was not 
within my knowledge when we sat in the Committee -I think it would 

8a 
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be well if their opiniouK could be placed before and considered by the 
Select Committee before coming to a decision here in this Council. 
Th*t is the reason why I think it should be re-considered by the 
Committee. 

[At this stage the Ilon’ble the President left the Chamber and Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu took the Chair.] 

Tha Hon’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: As this is a question of 
principle I desire to take this opportunity of explaining what the posi- 
tion of (Government is with regard to this Bill. When the Bill was 
first introduced in the Council it was proposed to proceed to its con- 
sideration at once and (Government pressed that at least it should be 
sent to a Select Committee and examined there. This has been done and 
my colleague has to-day presented to the Council the report of the 
Select Committee, but, the mover of the Bill has thrown over the report 
of ihe Select Committee. The Select Committee has done its best to 
remove the defe(‘ts and evils of the Bill but the mover has given notice 
of amendments which will absolutely undo the whole work of the Select 
(’ommittee. We also have heard Mr. Sasmal to say that the Bill as it 
has come out from the Select Committee is quite impossible. There- 
fore (Government do not feel itself in any way bound by the fact that 
they suggested that the Bill should be sent to a Select Committee. 
Mr. Bose has said that some District Boards have been considering this 
Bill; I do not know where they got the Bill from; (Government did not 
<*onsult them nor did the Council consult them on the Bill and neither 
<b»vernment nor the (Council have any report from or opinion of any 
District Board. 

Then, Sir, 1 don’t know how many membei*s of this (.’ouncil have 
gone through the Bill as it came back from the Select Committee 
together with all the amendments on it. I confess that I did, when I 
went through it myself I felt the need of a wet towel round my head 
and the impression it must leave on anybody’s mind if they do and 
though it is this ; that it is a perfectly impossible way of conducting 
legislation. No one has examined the Local Self-Government Act as a 
W'hole. A member of the Swaraj Party, not the Swaraj Pai*ty officially, 
but a member of the Swaraj Party has brought foi*ward some bri|ght 
ideas of his own as to certain sections which might be amended but no 
one has yet gone into the Bill to .see what the principles of the Bill are 
and what other sections require to be altered in order to cany* out those 
principles. We feel that in a matter of the importance of local self- 
government that is not the proper way to proceed to alter the law. If 
the Council is not satisfied with the principles underlying the present , 
Act they should impress upon their Ministers when they have them but 
pending that time they .should debate in open Council the principles 
on which they think the new Bill should W based, and it will then be 
for an expert to draw up the Bill on the principles which are accepted, 
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but to take single clauses and single se<‘tions of the Act and say strike 
out this word ” or “ strike out that word ” I think quite a wrong way 
of dealing with the Act. Therefore Government will supiK>rt the ohjec» 
tion that ha.s been raised to taking the Bill into consideration, 

I have forgotten to mentitm Mr. SasinalV amendment that the Bill 
should be re-<‘ommitted to the Sele<‘t Committee. That we cannot 
support; it is usele>s to ^end the Bill back with no instructions as to 
what should be done; it i^ useless ti* send it back to the Select (\>mmitteu 
which has aln^ady submitted its icport and even if we added all the 
members of that (‘oniinittee who were unable to attend that committee 
the majority will still be there and the committee’s report will still be 
a majority report even if Mr. Sasmal and all the othei*s were present 
and against it. Therefore it is perfectly useless for this House to re- 
commit the same Bill to the same committee with no instructions what- 
ever. 

The motitm that the Bill as reported by the Select Committee re- 
committed to the Select ('ommittee. without limitation, with instruc- 
tions to submit a fresh rep(ut for presentation to the ('ouncil as soon R» 
possible, quorum to be five, was put and a division was called. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: There are three members (Messrs. 
K. C. De, A. i\ Banerjee and P. N. (iuha) in the ladies’ gallery. 1 
presume they cannot vr>te. 

CHAIRMAN (Babu Jatindra Nath Basu): A member in the gallery 

is in the House, Mr. B<.‘-e. 1 think that has bnui ruled before. 

The divisi(m was then taken with the following result 


AYES. 


Atfdy, Babu Amulya Oh«fW. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddln. 

Abfiicd, Mauivi Zannoer. 

Batelil. Babu Roma* Chandra. 

Bakth, Mautvl Kadcr. 

Bantrlaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjtt, Babu ftatya Kithort. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Basu, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Bitvas, Mr. Abduf Utif. 

BMt, Babu Btjay Kri»hna. 

Chahravartl, Babu Jacindra Chandra. 
Chahravarty, Babu tudartan. 

Chatter jf a. Babu Umet Chandra. 
Chaadhurl, Maulvl Salyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaadliitri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chandar, Mr. Ntrmal Chandra. 

Oat OupCa, Or. 4 . M. 

Oattt, Babii Ahhil Chandra. 

Day. Baba Baroda Praaad. 

Oafar, MaiHvI AbdaL 
Qaataly, Baba Khaiandra Natb. 
Haidar, Hr. B. M. 


I Haq. Shah lyad Emdadui. 

I Haqua, Maulvt layadul. 

! Hattain, Mauivi Wahfd. 
i Huq, Mr. Mahbubul. 

; jaardar, Mauivi Attab Hattain. 

Khan, Babu Otbtndra Ul. 

I Khan, Mauivi Abdur Ratahid. 

I Khan, Maulvl Maht Uddin. 

‘ Mahammad, Mauivi Batar. 

I Malty. Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

' Milra, Babu iogtndra Nath. 

I Mukarjaa, Babu Tarallnat^. 

I Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

{ Ncagl, Babu Manmahan. 

! Ouadrr, Mauivi AbduL 
1 Ratkat, Mr. fratanna Ocb. 

Ray, Babu Abanlth Chandra. 

I Ray, Bi^ turandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha rath. 
Ray, Babu Balaawripali. 

Ray, Or. Bidban Chandra. 

Ray, Hr. 0. N. 
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fltty, Mr. Kiran tanliar. 

Ray Chaudhur}, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

•arkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

•arkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 


faamal, Mr. B. N. 
tan, Mr. N. C. 
tingha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 
Tarafdar, Mauivi Ra|lb Uddin. 
Yaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Addama-Williami, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

Ati, Mauivi tayyad Sultan. 

Barma, Ral tahlb Panahanan. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Campball, Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bU Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4 . 

Coopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, tha Hon*bla Mr. J. 

Dott, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Drummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. C. t. 

Forrattar, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Chuinavl, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 

Coanka, Ral Bahadur Badridas. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Zahlrul. 

Hoard, Major Qanaral Riahard. 

HopKynt, Mr. W. 8. 

Hottain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 
damat, Mr. F. E. 


Jannaway, Mr. J. H. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Law, Raja ROthao Cato. 

Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Matih, Mr. tyad M. 

Mittar, Sir Provath Chundar. 

Morano, Or. H. W. B. 

Mukarjl, Mr. S. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Srlt Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon’bit Maharaja Bahadur 

Kthaunish Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy Choudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. 8. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Rija Manlloll Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdus. 
Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhsh. 

Simpton, Mr. J. W. A. 

Skinntr, Mr. S. A. 

Snalth, Mr. 4 . F. 

Stephenson, the Hon’ble Sir Hugh. 
Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vlillors, Mr. E. 

Wilton, Mr. R. B. 

Woodhcad, Mr. 4 . A. 


The Ayes beinjjf and the Noes 59 tlie motion wa^ lost. 

The motion that Mauivi Sayedul llociue’s Bengal L<M al Self-Govera- 
inent (Amendment') Bill, 192(», us reported by the Sele(‘t Committee, be 
taken into consideration, was then put and a division claimed. 


Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I draw your attention to the fact that 
after the division bell cea.sed to rinj.? some members entered the 
Chamber. Are they entitled to vote, Sir? 

CHAIRMANS Mr. Ghuznavi, Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam, and 
Mauivi Tayebuddin Ahmad, when you entered the Chamber were the 
doors closed y 

Hiji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: I entered the 
ChamWr when the dm^r was open. 

Khlll Bahadur ABDUS SALAM S I entered the Chamber when the 
door was open. 
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Mnilwi TAYEBUDDIN AHMEDs Thf door wa.' opni. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: We have not heart! your ruling. Sir. whethei they 
can vote. 

CHAIRMAN: They can vote hecnuse the doors were not ordered to 
be locked. 


Mft Ai C« BANERJEE: But the division bell ceased to rin/af, Sir. 
On a point of order I am asking you whether as soon as the division bell 
ceases to ring even though the doors may not be locked the members 
who come into the Chamber ai'e entitled to vote. 


CHAIRMAN: The members concerned have told me that when they 
entered the Chamber they found the door open. Orders were not given 
t(» lock the doors. 

A divi^ion was then taken with the following result : — 


Mr, A. C* BANERJEE: Bclbic the n^Nult of the dUision is 
announced jna> 1, on a jioint of ordei, ask \ou this; AVhtm you asked 
the members who had come in lati* whethm' the\ came in aitei’ tlie doors 
weie locked, you use<l tlie exjircssidn “ locking of doors However, 
the <‘ftV(’t of the mattei is this; tlie doors were partially closed and the 
whole idea is that the\ entered the room after the doors were partially 
closed. The doojs are never lo<‘ked — so will you ask the members 
whether they came thiough the j)aratiall\ clo>ed doors or not. 


CHAIRMAN: As it will h ardl\ affei’t the decision of the House in 
view' of the result of the division 1 am going to announce, I do not think 
it is any use w’astinjg the lime of the (kmncil in asking the three 
members whether tliey came in through partially closed doors or not. 


AYES. 


Aliamul, Maulwi Atimuddin. 

AlMiMNi, MaiUvl ZannMr. « 

Bafthi, BAbu Roumb Chandra. 

Bakth, Mauivi Kadtr. 

Ban«r)aa, Or. Framathanath. 

BanarjM, Babu Balya KiBhart. 
Bantfiat, Mr. A. C. 

Baitt, Babu Barat Cbtndra. 

Bitwaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Bum, Babu Btjoy Krishna. 
Chaliravarti, Babu Jotindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Budarsan. 
Chattsrjas« Babu Umat Chandra. 
Obaudiniri, Mauivi Baiyad Abdur Rab. 
Cbauibiiri, Rai Harandranath. 
Cbuiidar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat Quota, Or. A M. 

Oatta, Babu Akbil CBandra. 


Oafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Qanfuly, Babu Khacandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

Haq, Bhah Bytd Bmdadul. 

Hoqua, Mauivi Bayadul. 

Hattain, Mauivi Wahtd. 

Nuq, Mr. Mahbubul. 
daardar, Mauivi Aftab Hassain. 
Khan, Babu Oabendra ^.al. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Rasahld. 
Khan, Mauivi Mahl Uddin. 
Mahammad, Mauivi Basar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 
Milra, Babu ia«andra Hath. 
Mukariaa, Babu Taraknafh. 
Naskar, Babu Nani Chandra. 
Naafl, Babu Mai wu bi w . 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdui 


Raifcat, Mr. fraMima Otb. 
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0lMy, Bmby Mbmnhh Cliafi^a. 
Ray, Rabu tarcndra Nath. 
Ray, Or. Kumwl tankar. 
Ray, labtt Manmatfia Nath. 
Ray, labtf iataawripatl. 

Ray, Dr. Rldhan Chantfra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 


Roy Chaubhurf, Rai lahaiur tatyonarm 
Nath. 

•arkar, Baba Hamanta Kumar. 

tannal, Mr. B. N. 

tlfiiha, Mr. Anifi Chandra. 

Tarafdar, Maidvl Rajlb Uddin. 

Yaain, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Addamt*Wtlliamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, Baku Amulya Ohona. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

All, Mauivi tayyad lultan. 

Burma, Ral tahlb Panahanan. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Oampball, Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, tht Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Naarab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Cahaii, Mr. D. J. 

Caapar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Oanald, tha Han'bia Mr. 4. 

Data, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Orummand, Mr. 4. Q. 

Outt, Mr. C. i. 

Parrattar, Mr. 4. Camabcll. 

Ohutnavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oaanka, Ral Bahadur Badridat. 

Ottha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, 'Khan Bahadur Kaii lahirul. 

Haard, Major Banaral Riahard. 

Nofrtiym, Mr. W. t. 

Haaaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Mauivi ikramul. 


Jamat, Mr. F. E; 
dannaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Law, Raja Raahaa Caaa. 

Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay, Mr. J. H. 

Maaih, Mr. Byad M. 

Mittar, Sir Pravaah Chundar. 

Marano, Dr. H. W. B. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Brit Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rahim, Bir Abd-ur*. 

Ray, Babu Nacandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han'bia Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja Manllall Blngh. 

Balam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdut. 
Barkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhth. 

Bimpton, Mr. 4. W. A. 

Bkinnar, Mr. B. A. 

Bnaith, Mr. 4. F. 

Btaphcntan, tha Han'bia Sir Hugh. 
Travrrt, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllart, Mr. E. 

Woodhcad, Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayen being 52 and the Noes 58, the motion was lost. 

[At this stage the Ilon’ble the President retumed to the Chair.] 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

Mauivi SAYEDUL HOQUE: I move that the Bengal Village Self- 
(b)veniinent (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be taken into consideration. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: There are two provisions in this Bill. Thfofii-st reducing the 
maximum number of Union Board members who may be appointed by 
the District Magistrate fnmi one-third to one-fifth. All the Union 
Boards which have lH*en con>tituted in Bengal so far have had 9 
ineinbei’s, six to In? elected, and three to be appoiiite<l by the District 
Magistrate on the giound that the electors are inexperienced and that 
minorities reijuire representation. A pniposul to reduce the number of 
District Magistrate's nominees to two or one would be understandable^ 
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but the proportion of one-fifth is meaningless where the number 9 is 
concerned. This proportion can only he adapted if the Bill is amended 
so as to make it clear that the District Magistrate can only appoint one 
member. Why the mover pi*oposes to leave him the power of appoint- 
ing this one member alone is not obvious. It would !>e simpler and 
more logical to pi-o^se that all the members should be elected. Apart, 
however, from the actual wordin(g of clause 2 of the Bill (lovernnient are 
opposed to a reduction in the pwportion of members who may la* 
nominated by the District Magistrate. The Fnion Boards which were 
first fonned only came into being some six years ago : many otheiv have 
been wwking for a much shorter period, while in a vast number of 
Unions there are no Boards at all .so far. Conseijuently it cannot be 
said that the Village Self-Government Act is in full operation yet, and 
its present pn)visions have certainly not had a fair trial. It is t<K) early 
to amend one of the most important pi-ovisions of the A<*t, especially 
when there has been no consultation with district officers. District 
Boards and members of Union Boatds themselves. It (annot la* said 
that the power of nomination is necessary in the case of every individual 
Union Board : there are many Ibmrds which could be (juite satisfactorily 
constituted from the elected element alone. Until an election takes 
place, however, it is impossible to foretell who will be returned and 
whether all important communities and areas in the Union will have 
proper representation. It need not be imagined that in making these 
appointments the District Magistrate seeks out <andidates who are 
likely to be subservient (O of whose political view.s he approves. The 
power of appointment is actually used to correct the deficiencies of the 
the elective system and to provide that no imp(utant communit\ or area 
within the Union will go without its repn^sentative. 

The sect)nd prop<»sul piovides for the election f)f Union Board 
members by the secret ballot v\>tem. Union Boards lla^p evidently 
come to stay, and it is likely that Government and the District Boards 
will to an increasing extent use their agency and supply them with 
funds for the improvement of rural areas. The importance of Union 
Boards is thus likely to grow, and the personnel of which they are com- 
posed is a mattei of vital interest to the village people. The best and 
safest method by which suitable representatives can be elected is 
certainly the secret ballot system where it can be properly Morked. 
There are, however, practical difficulties of which the movcfr is perhaps 
not aware. A large proportion of the electorate does not know how to 
read or w’rite, and in these circumstaineN it will be difficult to ensure 
the ser'recy of the ballot. The provision of proper pidling encbisures in 
which special arrangements can be made for illiterate voters to record 
their votes se<*retly may W a matter fd difficulty in some villages, whilo 
the printing of ballotting papers and the provision and transport of 
ballot boxes adds to the expense of election. Gc»vernment must oppose 
the precipitate introduction of such a measure I>efore any opinions have 
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been taken. Before making’ the proposed change of system it will be 
necessary to consult the District Jifagistrates who have to make the 
necessary arrangements, the District and Ii(»cal Boards, and the Union 
Boards themselves. 

In view of these difficulties I would oppf)se immediate consideration 
-of the Bill. 


Babtl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move, by way of amendment 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion 
thereon within two months from the IGtli Februarj", 192G. 

Sir, it is proposed to reduce the percentage of nominated members of 
Union Boards from one-third to one-fifth and it is further proposed that 
the system of voting by ballot should be introduced. I beg to submit, 
Sir, that this appears to be a drastic measure. It is desirable that the 
opinions of the persons interested — I mean the Union Boards as well of 
the district officers — should be taken before we commit ourselves to this 
proposal. I am personally of opinion that the percentage of elective 
members sliould he increased from two-tliirds to three-fourths and the 
pei'centage of nominated members should also lx* reduced from one-third 
to one-fourth instead of one-fifth as .suggested* in the Bill. That would 
be consistent with the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Bill as wa-' 
placed before ns at tlie last session but at the same lime I nur>t strongly 
oppose to this piecemeal l(‘gislation without consulting public opinion 
there(m. With these reniarks 1 beg to move this amendment. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

Nadia: 1 oppose this motion of Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy for circu- 
lation of this Bill for public opinion. He ha^ himself admitted that 
this is a jtiecemeal legislation. My Ilon’ble colleague, Sir Hugh 
Stephenson, has explained the (Government policy a> to such piecemeal 
legislations. Dn this ground I oppose the motion. 

Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy’s motion was then put and lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1925, be taken into consideration was then put and a division taken 
with the following result : — 


Aliamatf, Maulvi Atimiiddin. 

AIhrmI, MauIvI lannoQr. 

•wHi, BAbu ftomM ChAndrA. 

SAkih, MauHtI KAdcr. 

BAntrjAAi Dr. BrAfiiAtbAiiAtli. 

•Antritt, BAbtt tAtVA KIsHata. 
BAfitrjAti Mr. A. C. 
diAtUi BAbH tAfAt OhAndrA. 

BitWAt, Mr. Abdal LAtif. 

Mam, BaBm Bfity KiitlmA. 
CliAlirAVArtl, Mibu dAflndrA CbAndrA. 


AYE8. 

ChAkrAVorty, BAbu SudArtAA. 
ChAtt»r|M, BAbu Umti OfiAiidrA. 
CbAudburl, MauIvI tAlytd Abdur Rtb. 
CbAudburi, MAi HArtndrAnAtli. 
ChundAr, Mr. NirmAl ChAndrA. 

Oaa auptA, Dr. J. M. 

DAttA, BAbu Akbil CbAndrA. 

DAy, BAbu BATAdA BrAAAd. 

OAfur, MAulvl Abdut. 

OAABUly, BAbu KliAgiiidrA NaIIi. 
NAldAr, Mr. B. N. 
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Hoqut. MMlvi Say«d«l. 

HMMiii, 'Mmuivi Wahtd. 

Hua, Mr. Mahbttbttl. 
daanlar, Mauivi Aftab Hottain. 
Khan, MaiHvi Abdur Ratebld. 
Khan, Maulvl Mabi Uddin. 
Mahammad, Mauivi Batar. 
Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 
Mitra, Babu Jogandra Nath. 
Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 
Naoci, Babu Manmohon. 

Quadar, Mautvl Abdul. 

Ray, Babu AbanUh Chandra. 
Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 


Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray. Babd tataowripatl. 

Roy, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Roy. Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran tankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

tarkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar, 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tatmal, Mr. B. N. 
tingha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajlb Uddin. 


NOES. 


Addama-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

Ali, Mauivi tayyad Sultan. 

Baau, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Campbali, Mr. K. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Cooper, Mr. C. Q. 

Das, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

De, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Dou, Rai Bahadur Pyan Lai. 

Drummond, Mr. J. 0. 

Dutt, Mr. G. 8. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Ghuinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur KaxI ZahlruL 
Hoard, Major Ganaral Riehard. 

Hapkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Hoaaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Jamaa, Mr. F. E. 


dennaway, Mr. J. H. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Law, Raja Reahee Cam. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Masih, Mr. tyed M. 

Mitter, Sir Frovash Chunder. 

Moreno, Or. H, W. B. 

I Morgan, Mr. C. 

I Mukerji, Mr. 8. C. 

I Nandy, Maharaj Kumar tris Chandra, 
j Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur 
KshaunUh Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. 8. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdus. 
Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhsh. 

Skinner, Mr. 8. A. 

Snalth, Mr. J. F. 

Staphensan, the Hon'ble Sir Hugh. 
Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Viiliars, Mr. E. 

Woodhaad, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes lieinjj 48, aiul the Xoen rwi, the mot ion win lost. 


The Bengal Fish Fry Preservatien Bill 1925. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mauivi Saheh, you have not received the con- 
«ent of three of the meruberH of your HUj^gented Select Committee, 
namely, Mauivi Xunil Huq Chaudhury, Dr. Mohini Mohan Da« and 
Mr. G. S. Dutt. You have jfot to omit the namen of these members, 
hut as you have got the consent of the majority of the members, you 
can move your motion. 

You had also better change the figure “ 1925 ” in your motion 
to “ 1926 

This was by leave of the Council agreed to. 
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SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the Bengal Fish Fry 
preservation Bill, 1926, be referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Babu 
Hem Chandra Nanker, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Maulvi Ekramul 
Huq, Maulvi Tayebuddin Ahmed, and the mover, with instructions to 
submit their report in time for its consideration in the February 
session of the Bengal Legislative Council and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five. 

He spoke in Bengali. The English translation of which is as 
follows ; — 

The Fish Fry Preservation Bill was introduced in the last session 
of the Council and T propose now to refer it to the Select Committee 
constituted with the persons named above. At one time fish was to 
be found in Bengal in abundant quantities, but now there is a scarcity 
of fish because our bih and ponds are drying up. Unless some stej).**' 
are taken for the preservation of the fish fry, there will be scarcity of 
fish throughout Bengal. 

Thousaiuls of Fish Fry are killed annually. If this can be 
prevented there will be no scarcity of fish in future. As the killiiij;^ 
of fowls is forbidden for three months during the breeding season, s( 
also the killing of fish fr>' may be forbidden during the breedin|f season 
and there appears to be no rea.son for raising objection against such 
a proposal. 

The Bill provides also for punishment of inaxiniuni fine of Rs. 10 
for offenders against the law when it is passed. 

My I ish Fry Draft Bill was greeted with laughter by many of my 
friends in the ('ouncil. Nevertheless they admit its ustsfulness. 

If they admit that it is u.seful there is no reason why they should 
not allow it to go to the Select Committee, who shall deal with it as tljey 
please without any objection on my j)art. 

Ihere may Ik* some objection in regard to the choice of the authority 
who is to take action under the law; but even this matter mav be 
satisfactorily dealt with by the Select Committee. 

A rumour has spread that the Bill intends to ])rohibit i^atching all 
4sh during the three months of Bai.sakh, Jaistha and Asharh and it 
will not be surprising if it creates unrest among the fishermen. It is, 
however, clearly stated that the prohibition applies only to fish fry 
and even as reganls fish fry the prohibition does not apply to a case 
where the object is the culture of fish. 

The Select Committee have power to expunge the clause relating 
to the catching of dead fish fry and introduce any provision they 
consider reasonable. 
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I sni a villager and know how things go on there. It is for the 
welfare of the country I have presentetl this Bill. I have no obje< tioii 
to omitting the punitive sections if the Bill is passed, for, 1 believe 
that such a measure in any shape will go same way to remedy the evil. 
I appeal to the House to allow it to go to Select Committee. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Df« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* Sir, I wish to s{>euk in suppt)rt 
of the amendment of my friend, Rai Harendmnath Chaudhuri. May 
I know- w'hen I may be permitted to do .so? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I will first ot all call on Babu Ainulya Dhone 
Addy and Rai Harendranuth Chaudhuri ti» move their aniendments, and 
then I will a.sk the (lovernment member to make his reply. After 
that you may speak it you happen to catch my eye. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that the Rill be 
ciiciilated foi* the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon within 
one month from the IGth Febniary, 192t>. 

I thank the mover ot the Rill for his noble object which uppeur.s 
to cheapen the price of fish. Fish is a staple f(K)d of Rengal and the 
less the price ot fish the better for the people, but I may remind my 
tiiend ot the .scarcity (»t milk in Rengal. Sir, there was a time 
when the price of milk was JO seeis per rupee. Now it has become a^ 
dear as seers per rupiM*. That is the reason as to why the rate of 
infant mortality in Rengal is .s(> very high. Therefore 1 would sug- 
gest to my friend to withdraw the present Rill for the time l)eing 
and favour us with such a Rill a.s may be enacted into law so that the 
price of pure milk may b<* cheapened to .sonic extent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are not speaking on your amendment. 
Please lie relevant to the discussion. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am strongly op(M)s<*d to the 
provisions of the Bill as it stands 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You are still away from your point and if you 
do not come to it, at once, I am afraid, I shall be obliged to ask ,\ou 
to take your seat. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, I want to have public 
opinion on this matter — as to whether clauses 4 and 6 of the Bill 
should be enacted into law. Under clause 4 no person shall kill, use 
or sell as an article of human consumption fish fry either privately, or 
in the market or any other place, and under clause 6 any officer in 
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charge of a police-station can arrest without any waiTant any person 
committing an offence under this clause. I am afraid it will be a 
dangerous weapon in the hands of the police and specially in the 
hands of a subordinate officer of the police department. Therefore I 
would ask for public opinion as to whether these clauses should be 
enacted into law and whether it would be safe to invest a police 
officer with such arbitrary powers as contemplated under this clause. 
With these remarks, I beg to move my amendment. 

Rfti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the Ist April, 1926. 

Shah Saheb’s Bill is no doubt an important one. I quite agree 
with him in almost all that he has said about its good points particular- 
ly l)ecausc the Bill aims at benefiting the future generations of fishes, 
('(‘itainly the Bill ought to have sympathetic support from us. In 
th(‘ fullness of sympathy, however, for the future generations of 
fishe.' Shah Saheb is disposed to make over the fishermen to the tender 
mercy of the police officers; he even goes further, he intends that 
these fish(‘rinen should be dealt with by the jmlice officers under such 
lilies us may be promulgated by the Government. So Shah Saheb 
need not be suiqinsiMl if the Bill be misundeistoiHl in certain quarters; 
however as the Bill has been misunderstood in certain quarters ho 
admits the best thing will be to circulate it for eliciting public opinion. 
The leason why I ask that opinions should be collected before the 
1st April is that the Bill is so important that its consideration ought 
to come up on that date. With these few observations I move my 
amendment. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYiD NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur: I beg to oppose the motion on 
beludf of Govmiiment. While I fully sympathise with the object of 
the Member in charge of the Bill, I cannot help feeling, however, that 
in this matter he has allowed his zeal for refonn to outrun his prudence 
as a jiracticul legislator. Nobody will deny that the present wasteful 
methods emplo\ed in the (‘atching of fish by our ignorant fishermen 
cause the destruction every year of a large quantity of fish fry and 
that this is a national loss. Government have always felt the 
imjKirtance of this question and have more than once investigated 
into the possibilities for putting a stop to this waste. The question, 
therefore, is not whether the present methods are wasteful — a prejmsi- 
tion regarding which there will be no difference of opinion— but 
whether it is practicable to have an enactment which will effectually 
])ut a atop to the evil. The Bill purports to give to the police or 
other agency employed in its administration summary powers of 
ari'est without warrant and it makes nice distinctions between catch- 
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iug, selling or purchasiug of fish fry for the pur|K>ie of fish tiiltivu- 
tion or. anything done accidentally, and catching or killing fry or 
using or selling them for any other purpose. It is hunlly necessary 
to point out the difficulty of distinguishing, in a< fual practice, between 
these purjjoses and the abuses to which the law is sure to In* put in 
conseciuence. The House will, 1 am sure, agree that it is no usc 
having a law w’hich is bound to remain a dead-letter and it is worse 
tiian useless to have a law* wliicb is likely to cause hardship and give 
rise to serious discontent among a large section of ignorant people. 

The question of legislation for the prevention of the destruction 
of immature fish has, as I have <d)seived, been under the (*onsideratiun 
of Government in the past. In bis rejiort on the Fishery invest iga-* 
tions in Bengal Sir Krishna (iujita discussed th<‘ (jue.stion of legisla- 
tion and the agency by which this w’ork coubl b(‘ undertaken. He 
was definitely of opinion that tor the entorcenient ot sindi a law vniie 
agency other than the judice would have to be emj)lo\ed. (hi the 
other hand, Mr. K. C. I)e who, in his repoit on the l’'i>hci‘ies of 
i’iastern Bengal and Assam, -went into this (juestion very tlioi-ougbly, 
expressed the decidinl ojdnion that there were giave lisks in cnaiting 
any law for llie jiroti'clion of fry and fingerling.s (»t fisli, I nceil oidy 
quote from his lejiort on this jKiint to impress th(‘ ( ouncil with the 
extreme difficulty and even dangei of h’gislating on this matter. This 
i.H what Mr. l)e say‘< on this (jUe.stion : — 

Most of the District Officers hiivo ohscrvc<l that in a cnanlr\ si» xnst as this 
it will .scarcely lie po'-sihlo to (Miforcc any of tlic protective incasuics ailli any 
degree of success. The people are very ignorant and < niscrvutive in tlieir thought 
and action, while the pohc'o arc few It will mean iiitcrfcreruc with the hahitl« 
of the simple villagers who will not understand the motives of the State. 
Without a very large expenditure on u prevento'e force, none ol the protective 
measures can be thoroughly enforwd. and unless they are thorough, the result 

cannot be satisfactory Our knowledge of tbe habits of the 

fishes, their life-history and their methods of propagation of spiries is again so 
very limited, that eoJiclusive evidence cannot tK» brought forward t.o }»rove the 
necessity of any measure. Almost all tlie fresh-water fishentwH of KuKterii Ben- 
gal belong to private proprietors aii<l no protective measure can be enforced 
there without legislation. It is difficult, therefore, to make out a case that tho 
time has come for such legislation. 

Mr. De goes on to expres.s the opinion that the measures suggested 
hy Sir Krishna Gupta could not be adequately cuiforced in the 
districts of Eastern Bengal without great harassment to the |s*oi)le 
and the incurring of an expenditure quite incommenHurate with the 
benefit expected. He also pointed out that in this country so many 
of the food fishes of the people are of small size that it was not 
pos.sible to stop the use of small-mc.sh nets without tbe serious danger 
of a considerable falling off of tbe fish .supply; and be concluded that 
it was imjiossible to recommend any measure to combat this evil 
which could be e(fficiently enforced and which was not likely to have 
a serious effect on the available fish supply. 
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1 need point out to the Council that although theoretically 

it is desirable td*introduce a fish law to prevent the destruction of fry 
during the spawning season, the practicability of such a measure is 
gravely open to question. The fisherman class which the Bill will 
affect most is [wliaps the poorest and most ignorant class in the 
IK)pulatioii of Bengal. They are sure to resent strongly any such 
measure and to do all they can to make it ineffe<;tive. Then, again, 
the fisheries in Bengal extend over the greater pari of the province 
and to enforce such a law over so vast an area would mean the appoint- 
ment of a very large staff on a prohibitive expenditure; for it would 
be obviously uiidersirable to leave a law of this nature to be 
administered by the jK)lice. Even if it were to be left to the police, 
the number of policemen and choukidars in the villages would have 
to be greatly increased if even an attempt were to be made to 
administer such a law. Then, again, owing to the abolition of the 
Fisheries Department as a result of retrenchment there is no special 
staff now in Bengal to deal with fisheries and owing to financial 
reasons (lovernment are not in a position yet to provide such a staff. 
The Bill, therefore, if passed into law, is Imiind to remain a dead-letter 
under these circumstances. 

As a matter of fact this has been the fate of the two enactments 
regarding fisheries whi(di are already in tiie Statute Book, r/r., the 
Indian Fisheries Act, 1897, and the Private Fisheries Protection Act, 
1(S89, although neither of these is open to as serious practical objec- 
tions as the present Bill. 

As a matter of fact the Council has on a previous occasion clearly 
shown its sense of the impracticability of the proiwsed measure when 
practically an identical Bill by Maulvi Shah Syed Emdadul Huq was 
refused inti-oduction by the Council in the March Session of 1928. 
I am, therefore, confident that the Council will adhere to its wise 
decision on a previous occasion with regard to this measure. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR! As the President of the 
All-Bengal and Assam Fishermen’s Association I have been instructed 
to oppose this measure proposed bv my friend. Shah Saheb. There 
has l)een agitation all over the country for the last few months, and 
the fishermen, who best know where the shoe pinches, have denounced 
this Bill unanimously. With all good intentions the Shah Saheb 
has introduced this Bill for the preservation of fish fry: but I say 
that this Bill has been introduced to preserve the police fry — I mean 
the small fries of the police department. When the Shah Saheb 
sought my permission to serve on the Select Committee, I agreed 
readily, thinking that he was going to make some provision for 
fried fish and not fish frv, for us. We are not against fish preserva- 
tion ; but we do not like to give powers to the police in an indis- 
criminate manner. I .shall, however, be very glad to support the 
Shah Saheb if he brings in a Bill to preserve hen’s egg.s. 
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iHr. PRESlllirr: Order. order. You ought yo 

remarks to thlrwk^ct-matter under discussion. 


BabU HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I heg pardon. Sir, 1 
opjMise Shah Saheh's Hill, but siipjMirt Kai Harendraitlitli ('lunnlhuri's 
amendment lor cirnilation ot the Hill for opinion to 1)(‘ submitted on 
the Lst of April, the All-Fmds’ Day. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 understand that you. Sir. belong 
to a vegetarian tamily but we belong to a fish-eating lamily and in our 

younger days we were told : 

7.C., study well and you Avill die in poveity : catidi tish and you will eat 
in plenty. So. when I heard that tie* Shah Saheb was going to introduce 
a fish Hill and particularly tried fish Hill, I wa^ awfully elated and I 
thought that when he jiroposed me as a member (d the Seb’ct Committee 
1 would have more intimate rtdationship wdth fried fish. Then I read llie 
Hill and I found that it relates not to tried fish but tish try. I also tound 
that Shah Saheb had pul in certain provisions in the Hill winch it is 
ditticult tor me to understand. He says for instance; “provided the 
< at(hing, selling and jmndiasing of fish oi anything done accidentall.v 
r am not a fi-h-cat( her and 1 have never caught any fish but 1 have seen 
peopb' doing it and whenever I found that the\ caught any fisli it was 
always by accident that the fish got into the net. If that is so, 1 do not 
see what advantage will l>e gained by putting a provision of this kind, 
as fi.sh is alwa\s caught accidentally. The Shah Saheb is a )>oor man’s 
man and 1 always thought that in his /,eal for the preservation o| tiOi fi\ 
he has agreed to bring forward the inevitable, the irresistible and tlo* 
indomitable policeman infront (d ii.s. He is here, he is there, he is eveiy- 
^.hp,.e_he is even in the Town Hall—and according to Shah Saheb’- 
Hill he will be in the village- lorAing after fish-catcheis. Not only that 
but it is said that he mu4 catch and detain the person catching fish till 
he can take him to a Magistrate. It will be .several days before the 
police officer or whoever is authorised to act in his la^half to fake the 
accused to the Magistrate in the subdivision or at the headquarterH and 
fill then the arrested man will be in the custody of the police officer. The 
last section is the climax— the lo<al Govemment may make rules for the 
punishment of offenders and for the Wtter provisitm of fish fry. I do not 
think that the Shah Saheh is so bankrupt with regard to his rule-making 
powers that he depend.s again on the Government to make further rules 
for the presenation of fish fr>'. T eeidainly join with him in our consi- 
deration for the preservation of fish fry— personally T think the young 
ones of every species— whether human-h€ing.s, dogs, fish or cats— require 
looking after. At the same time I do not know’ whether the method he 
lias suggested is at all feasible. I would therefore support Rat Harendra- 
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nath Chaudhuri’s motion for putting the Bill before diferent societies 
of fishermen in the province who will be affected by this Bill and letting 
us know what opinion they have got to give us. 

Mauivi WANED H088AIN: I did not like to make any speech on 
this Bill, but I simply wanted to know one thing from the Shah Saheb, 
/.c., whether his Bill concerns the Hilsa fish and the Mangoe fish. 


8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The Englisli 
translation of which is as follows: — 

I see I liave cried in the wilderness. The highly educated hon’ble 
colleagues of mine have indulged in witticisms at my expen.se where 
I expected sympathy. 

(Government sjjeakers have spoken against the motion hut without 
indulging in witticisms. I am a simple villager having only the welfare 
of the country in my heart. I draw the attention of the House to a 
matter which (*oncerus a stajde f(»od of the people of Bengal. 

My friend Harendra Babu has symj)athised with me and asked me 
to consult public oidnion. I agree to his proposal for circulation though 
1 would have preferred to refer the Bill to Select (.'ommittee, who might 
have dealt with all reasonable suggestions. Before circulating it, I must 
inform the House that I am willing to omit the clause relating to 
arrest and shall omit it if the Bill goes to Select Committee. It a 
(*opy of my sjieech is published along with the Bill and a notification 
inviting suggestions of iminovement having regard to tlie object of 
the Bill is issued it will be possible to take action on public ojiinion. 
The mover will have no grievance if the House i-efcr the Bill togethei 
with such opinions as may be elicited to the Select ronimittee. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The motion be foie the House is — 

“That the Bengal Fish Fry ibeservation Bill, be referred to a 

Select (hmimittee, consisting (d the llon’ble Xavab Bahadur Saiyid 
\awab Ali (^haudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Babu Hemaiita Kumar Sarkar, 
Mr. B. N. Sasmul, Babu Ilem Chandra Ka.sker, Babu Akhil Chandra 
Datta, Mauivi Fkramul Huq, Mauivi Tayebuddin Ahmed, and the mover 
with instinictioiis to submit their report in time for its consideration in 
the February session of the Bengal Ijegislative Council and that the 
number of members w'hose presence shall be neces.sarj- to constitute a 
quorum shall l>e five. 

Since then an amendment has been moved by Rai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri that the Bill l>e circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions 
thereon Wfore the 1st of April, 1926. I would put the amendment first. 
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The amendment beinp pnt a division was taken with the following 
result: — 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohont. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauhrl Zannoor. 

Baksh, Maulvi Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banarjaa, Babu Satya Kiihore. 

Baau, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Bitwaa, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Bote, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudartan. 
Chaudhun, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 
Chundor, Mr. Nirmal Chandra, 
oat Qupta, Or. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oey, Babu Boroda Protad. 

Cafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. g. N. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hoque, Maulvi tayedul. 

Hottain, Maulvi Wahed. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubul. 


AYES. 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hottain. 

Khan, Maulvi Abdur Ratohid. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Maulvi Batar. 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Quader, Maulvi Abdul. 

RAy, Babu Abanlth Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Babu Sataowripati. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandna 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. 

Sarkar, Babu Nallniranjan. 

Satmal, Mr. B. N. 

Tarafdar, Mauivt Rajib Uddin. 

Yatin, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOES. 


Addamt-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Tayabuddin. 

Ali, Maulvi layyad Sultan. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Cooper, Mr. C. Q, 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Donald, the Hon'bla Mr. d. 

Dost, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Drummond, Mr. J. Q. 

Dutt, Mr. 0. 8. 

Forrattar, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Zahirul. 

Heard, Major Oonaral Riohard. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Hottain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4 . H. 

Matih, Mr. Syed M. 

Mittar, Sir Prevath Chunder. 

Moreno, Or. H. W. B. 


Birley, Mr. L. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Handy, MaharaJ Kumar Int ChandrM 
oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, the Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur Kthmr- 
nith Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath.- 
ROy, Mr. S. N, 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Raja Maniioli Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivt Abdut. 
Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Bukhth. 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Stephanton, the Hon'bla Sir Hugh.. 
Woodhaad, Mr. 4 . A. 


The Ayes beiiij^ 4f) and the Xoes 4 '\ the iiintion was carried. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: As the next item if commenced cannot possibly be 
finished within (juarter of an hour I think I should adjourn the Council, 
till to-morrow’, at 3 p.m. 

The Council stands adjourned to 3 o’clock to-morrow afternoon. 


Adjournment 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 18th 
February, 1926, at the Towi^ Hall, Calcutta. 


9 A 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The (’(mncil met in the Council ChamW in the Town Hall, 
Calc utta, on Thursday, tlie 18th Fehniaiy, 1920, at 3 P.M. 


Present : 

The H()n’l)le the President (Kumar Siiin Siiekiiareswau Kay) 
in the* Chair, the four Hon ’hie MemWrs of the Executive Council 
and 117 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Accident at King George’s Dock. 

•XXXV. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY; With lefeiciue to 
the aiiHwei tc* niy starred ciuestion No. Ill of the did December, 1925, 
will the llon'Iile Member in charfre cd the Dejiaitment of Commerce 
I i‘ |)leas(Ml to state whether theie was anythin^*: in the two i(‘])Oits 
^howin^ at least the probable cause of thc‘ accident!^ 

(h) What compensation, if any, was ])ai(l to the hedrs of each of 
the seven men who died in the said accident ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Horr’ble Mr. J. Donald): {n) T hese reports were laid on the table on the 
Kith, in answer to starred (|uestion No. IV. 

(/>) This matter is under adjudication by the Commissioner for 
Workmen’s Compensation. 


Dismissal of an AssisUnt Director of Public Health, Rajshahi Circle. 

•XXXVI. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charjye of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state under what cinnimstaiices Dr. S. P. Gupta, Assistant 
Dirwtor of Publit' Health, Rajsiialit Clirele, was dismissed from 
seiTiee ? 

{h) Was the dismissal made under rule 23 of the Ghivernment 
Serv’anta’ Condiiet Rules upon a politieal matter? 
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(c) Was the procedure laid down in Government of Beiiffal letter 
Nos. 648-52 A.D., dated the 1st October, 1924, from the Chief Se<*i'e- 
tary to the Commissioners of Divisions, followed in the present case 
by holding “ the eiujuiry in a definitely judicial form "? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELP- 
COVERNMENT (the Hon’bfe Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur, of Nadia): in) and </>! Di. Gupta was dismissed for JV breach 
of rule 28 of the (ioverumont Servants’ Condmd Htiles, in that lie took 
part in a political movement by attending a political meetiiifr and 
makinjr a speech. 

(c) The jmx'ediire was followed as far as it was applicable. The 
charfre was communicated to Di. Gupta in wrilin^^ and he was asked 
for an exiilanation and to show cause why he should not be dismissed. 
He submitted his defence in writing?, which was considered by Govern- 
ment, and formal orders were then issued. 


Internee Jatindra Nath Bhattaoharji. 

•XXXVII. Mr, 8. N. HALDAR: With reference to the rcjdy 
iriven to clauwvs {(/) and (/) of starred (luestion No. LX oi the 8th 
Decembei, 1926, will the llon’ble Meml)cr in charp' ol the Tolitical 
Deiiartment be phased to state who is treating interne<‘ Jatindra Nath 
Bhattacharji tor hi^' eyes, throat and teeth? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’We 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): For hiv thi'oat, he is at present reieiving medical 
treatment from the Sub-is>istant Surjicon in charge of the Distiict 
Board Charitable Dispensary. He ha. already Ihuui suj.idicd with 
.ju'ctacles and his cari(.u. teeth have Wen extracted. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: AVill the Hon’ble Member be ])Wmf‘d to state 
how far the District Ihmrd Chaiitable Dispeusaiy is from the place 
where the internee resides,’' 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 imi>t Imvf notuf of (lie 
question. 


Delay in the publication of the lists of elected and nominated members 
of Local Boards in Midnapore. 

*XXXVIII. Babu DEBENDRA LAt KHAN: (a) Is the Hun’We 
Member in i harRe of the Deimrtmeiit of T.o(al Self-Government aware 
that a .lelav has been eaused in the publication in the Calrufla Gazette 
of the list of elected and nominated memlier* for the new Midnapore 
Local Boards? 
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(b) If 80 , will the Hoii’ble Member be pleased to state the causes 
to which the delay is due? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when the afore- 
said list will be published by the Government? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: (a) Yes. 

(b) Under section 29 B of the Lf>cal Self-Government Act the Com- 
missioner’s nominatioiiN for the appointment of members to the several 
Lotjal Boards in the district of Midnapore, top-ether with the list of 
memlK^rs returned at the peneral elections, were submitted to Govern- 
ment on the 27th Novembei, 1925. The nominations were considered 
by Government and the necessary orders were issued on the 2drd 
December last. But one of the nominees for the Jharpram TifX’al 
Board haviup left the subdivision, amdhei apjmintmont was made by 
the Government order issued on the 21st .lainiai v, 192G. 

(r) Th(‘ lists were i)ublished by the (Commissioner in th(‘ Calcutta 
irazcttv of the 2Stli January lust. 

Mr. B« Nt 8A8MAL: Who thi^ Jharpram Local Board m.miiiee 
and when uas his naiin^ submitled t<» (lovernment I' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: I h ave not pot th(‘ ])apers with me just now , I do not know 
the name but it the meinlHU- will come Kuind to m\ loom 1 will pive 
him the mime, and the date. 


Railway line from Bantipur to Krishnagar. 

*XXXIX. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: {a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in cliurpe of the Department of Public Works (Railways) aware that the 
Benpal Government, in (heir letter No. 44 R., dated the 9th January, 
1924, assured the public that tht* exist inp narrow' paiipe line from 
Santipui' to Krishnapar should lie retained as a lipht railway for 
pussenpers only? 

{!)) If so, will the Hon'hle Member In* pleased to state whether the 
idea of convert inp tlie said lipht railway into a tramw ay line, con- 
templated in Benpal Government letter No. 1506 R., dated the 30th 
December, 1920, lia.s subsequently been abandoned? 

MEMBER in eharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 
[RAILWAY8] (the Hon’ble Mr. 4 . Donald): (a) Yes. 

(b) The lipht railway for passenger traffic as referred to in Gov- 
ernment letter No, 44 R., dated the 9th January, 1924, is the same 
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as the tramway line referred to in Government letter No. 1506 U., 
dated the 30th December, 1920; the change in phraseology contem- 
plated no change in working. 


Civil Jurisdiction of ceitain villagos of Muksudpur police-sUtion. 

Oft KUMUD 8ANKAR RAYs (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial l)e))artnient aware of any petition Inking made 
by the villagers of Jlatikamari and its adjacent villages within Muksud- 
pur |x>lice-statioii, in tlie Faridpiir district, tor retaining their civil 
jurisdiction witliin Bhanga Muiisifi instead of transferring tlie same 
to a new Munsifi at Gojuilganjy 

ib) Are the (Toverninent C(»nsi(lering the ilesirability of taking 
early steps to retransfer those villages within Bhanga poli<*e-station 
with the civil jurisdiction in the Bhanga Munsifi and the I'riminal 
jurisdiction in the Sadai subdivisioji as in the cast* of the presiuit 
Bhanga and Nagarkanda police-stations y 

MEMBER in charge of dUDfCIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

ih) Xo alt«‘iation of the boundaiit's <>1 the tiopalganj subdivision is 
under consideration. 


Dacca Mail disaster at Halsa. 

*XLI. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (r/i Will the 
Hoirble Member in ( barge of the Ihdna* Depaitment be pleased to lay 
on the tabb* a cofi.v of the rejaut ot the District Magistrate of Nadia 
on the Dacca mail disaster at Halsa‘r 

(h) Will the llon’lde Member be iuither {deiised to la> on the 
table a copy of the re(M)mniendations made by the District Magistrate 
of Nadia to prevent such disaster 

(c) Will the lloii’hle Member be plea.sed to .state uhal steps have 
already been taken ui are in coiitemplati<in so that the chances of 
.such disasters may be minimi.sed, and that if they occur at all, relief 
should be readily available for the passengers in distress ^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): o/) and ib) As a (on.sidered judil iul decision 
has now lieen given on the facts of the disaster Government do not 
think it is desirable to jmblish the Distncl Magistrate’s report whic.h 
was drawn uj» immediately after the oiM.urrence for the information of 
Government and which was luised on the evidence of person.** who have 
been examined on oath in a Court. 

(c) This ia a matter for the Railway Board. 
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Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased 
to state when judicial deci.sion was piven? 

The Hoifble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: a short time ago, 

perhapH two or three w^eeks ago. 

Mr, 8. N. HALDAR: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
if the Magistrate’s report is in agreement with the judicial decision? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Yes, it is in general 
agreement. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the District Magistrate made any rei'ommendations 
with regard to the methods to l>e adopted to jireveiit further disasters, 
if so, will the Government be pleased to publish such recommendation? 

The Hcn’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The Dirtrict Magistrate 
made certain recommendatiojis but I do not think that we should publish 
liis report. Since his report there has been an eiKjiiin’ by the Govern- 
ment Kail way Engineer and his suggestions will naturally cany more 
W'eight than tho.se of the District Magistrate. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member l>e pleased 
to lay a copy of the judgment on the table? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: In answer to another 
question I have or I intend to lay a copy of the judgment on the table. 



Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Proposed overbridge at Gouripur-Mymensingh Railway Junction. 

28. Mauivi TAYEBUDDIN AHMED: {a) Is the Honble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Pailways) aware that 
the lo<al public and the District Board have been asking the Mymen- 
singh-Bhairab Bazar lUilway authorities in vain for an overbridge at 
Gouripur-Mymeiisingh juni'tion Wtween the waiting-room and the 
station apprtmch road, the only entrance to the station platform? 

(/>) If so, will the HonTde Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, are being taken in the matter? 
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Tilt Hoii’bit Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Government have no informa- 
tion. 

(b) It has been aijcertained that the Kailway Company has sanc- 
tioned an estimate for an ovcrbrid^' at the place. 


Lalgolaghat-Rajshahi steamer service with Makla section. 

29. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Will the lion ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Depaitiuciit la* pleased to state the 
number of steamers that ply between Lal^ola^diat and Itajsliahi. and 
Laljfolag:hat and Malda Y 

(h) Is it a fact that all the steamers in thes*' lines are of an old 
type, with low speed, frequently out ot order and arc sehlom punctual 
in their arrivals? 

Is it a fact that there is no purfah airan^nunent foi third class. 
f(‘male jmswuifrers in th(*se steam(‘rs? 

(d) Is it a fact that there is no propel arrangement in these 
steamers, specially in the Malda lim*, t<ir inter class passiui^eis? 

{(•) Is the Hon'ble Mernbei ;nune that the fare for inter class is 
double that of the third class? 

(/) Will the (Toverriment be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the number ot days durinjr the last \ear when no 
steamer plied lietwtMui LalKola^diat and Malda, together with the reasons- 
therefor? 

(//) Is it a fact that the (TO\cinment pa>s a m(»ntlil> eontrilmtioir 
to the Steamer ('ompany for maintaininjr a re^nilar serviic in tins lino 
for the convenience of iiasseiiKers ? 

{h) If the answer to (/d, b ), (d), ir) and (//) aie in the affiri^a- 
five, are the (lovernment considei in^z: the de^iiability of taking? any 
steps in the matter? 

(0 If so, what steps aie juopersed to l>e taken? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
Mr. J. Donald); (^/) The India General Navigation and Railway Com. 
pany, Limited, run one steamer between LalHftp^n* Rajshahi, 
and usually two between Malda and Laljrolaj?hat. 

(b) The Company state that some of the steamers on tbew* routes are 
old, but deny that they frequently ffo out of order. They state 
mat the Lal^olaj^hat-Rajshahi service is Kenerally ver}' punctual, but 
that the Malda steamers cannot run reg-ularly owinjr to the shoaly 
character of the river. 

(c) Yes. 
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(d) The Bajehabi steamer haa inter class accommodation. One of 
the Malda steamers has inter class aox^ommodation, and on the other 
sscreen berths are rigged for inter class passengers. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Government do not possess the figures asked for. The Company 
•state that they are unable to maintain a daily passenger service on 
•this line, because there is not sufficient traffic. 

(u) No. 

(h) and (i) Do not arise. 


Light railway passing through Panohanantala Rood in Howrah. 

30. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in cimrge of the Department of Public Works (Tlailways'l 
aware that Messrs. Maitin & Co.’s light railway runs through Pancha- 
nantala Itoad? 

(h) Is the llon’ble Member aware that the stiid road is one of the 
most important thoiouglifart'.s of Ilowiah!*' 

(c) What is the total length of the lin(‘ over which this railway 
runs within the municipal limits of Howrah ^ 

(d) M ill the Ilon'ble Member be j)lease(l to state the total number 
<»f piMsems who are rejmiied to have been kiuK'ked down or run over 
during the last 5 years by theH<* tiains within the juiisdiction of the 
Howrah M u n i c i pal i t y 'r* 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Memlxu* aware that the Company has given up 
the pra<‘tice of keeping an advance runner with a bell ahead of the 
engine while passing thi-ough the crowded thoroughfares? 

>• (/) Is the Hon’ble iJemlKw aware that in some portions of the 
Panchanaiitala Poad the trains pass within 5 or G feet of the houses 
of residents? 

{</) Are the Government con.^idei ing the desirability of taking 
steps for the removal of Messrs. Martin & Co.'s lines from within 
municipal limits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (/>) Yes. 

(c) One thousand two hundred and nine miles on the berm of the 
municiiml road and another 1 mile within the municipal boundary, but 
not on the public road. 

(d) The number is reported to be as follows: — 

1920-21, one injui'ed and one killed; 1921-22, one injured; 1922-23, 
one injured; 1923-24, none; and 1924-25, none. 
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(e) Government are informed that the Company has not griven up 
the practice of keeping: an advance runner ahead of the engine while 
passing through the crowded thorough fai-es. 

(/) The minimum clearame fixed by the Railway Board is main- 
tained. 

(//) No. 


Proposal to deforest certain forest reserve of Chittagong. 

31. Mauivi AMANAT KHAN: {n) Will the Hon'ble MemlK>r in 
charge of the ])ei)artment of Revenue (Forests) he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that tl»e (Tovernineiit are withdrawing tin* resena- 
tioii of forests from the culturablc are.i (>f Chakaria Sundarhan rcsciTe 
forests, Chittagoiigy 

(If) If s(n what is the area ot the sanies 

(r) What is tin* |)reH(*nt income of the (ioveinmeiit from the area? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 1 FORESTS j 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) (fovernment have acce)>1ed a ))r(>])osal to <letores( 
the Badarkhali block ot the t'hakaiia Sundarbans. The deforeHtation 
will pKK'eed gradually as cultivation ailvances. 

iff) The aiea of tin* Badarkhali block is T-To sijuaie miles. The 
an‘a of the Chakaiia Sundaibans is liT-To wjuare miles. 

(c) The aveiage income from the Chakaria Sundarbans Forest 
Kesen-e for the last thiee yeuis was Us. Ifjdl. This ineludes the 
income from the Badarkhali blo(‘k, for which a .sci»aiat<* figure is not 
uvailahlc. 


Motor servioe between Nator and Rajahahi. 

32. Haji LAL MAHAMMEO: N th- lloirU.- McmlH«r iii 

charge of the Police Depaitiiieiit awiiie that eix i i.tiipaiiic(t rmi ulKOlt 
25 lorries, ilay ami night, iM'twccu Xalor ami Ifajahahi.'' 

(/() Will (he Hoii'hle Memhe! he jileii^ed to state the numhei of 
motor aceidents that took place (heie during the last tour \ears!' 

(c) Hon- many died from accidents ami how many weie seriously 
injured ? 

(</) What action is Wing taken for (he prevention ot sneh acc.iilents? 

(e) Why was no aetiou taken against motor service companies or 
drivers for accidents in which two died— one at Biralduh bridge and 
the other on the Rajshahi Poet Office Roarl ? 
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The HOfi’M Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) Goveinmeiit have no information of any in 1922 or 1923. One 
accident occurred in 1924 and four in 1925. 

(c) As a result of these accidents one person died and 13 were 
injured, two seriously. 

(d) The adequacy of the rules under the Indian Motor Vehicles 
Act, 1914, in so far as they relate to districts, is under the considera- 
tion of Government. 

(e) Cases weie instituted in regard to both the accidents, viz., that 
at Biraldah Bridge in 1921 and the Rajshahi Post Office Road in May, 
1925, but the result of the police investigation did not disclose negli- 
gence or rash driving on the part of the drivers and no charge sheet 
was therefore submitted. The motor companies were not found to 
blanie and no action was therefore taken against them. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: Will the HoiCble Member be jdeased to state 
how long will it take to coiiNider the adeejuaev of the rules laid down 
under the Act of 1914? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N; The rep(it of the Dis. 
trict Magistrate has Wn received and is being collated. 1 trust the 
necessary alterations in the rules, if any. will be ready in the course 
of a month or so. 

Mr, B. N. 8A8MAL. Will the Hon’ble ^lember be jdeased to state 
whether he is aware that the District Boanls aie suffering great 
difficulty owing to the inadequacy of the.-c rules. 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: It is juec isely to ascer- 
tain the difficulties the District Boards are suffering from that we 
liave called for rejiorts from District Magistrates. 

Mr, B. N. 8A8MAL: Is the Hmrble Memlier aware that the Dis- 
trict Board cannot keep these c(un|>anies under contred without these 
rules ? 


The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: I am afraid T cannot say 
whether I am aware ( f the fact or not, without looking up the rules. 

Mr, B. N, 8A8MAL: Will the Hon’ble Member be jdeased to make 
an imjuiry into the difficulties of these District Boartls? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a retjuest for action Mr. Sasmal. 
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Resolutions ' 

on matters of general public interest. 

Amendment of the Bengal Electoral Rules. 

Mauivi ABDUL CAFURs 1 to move tlmt t)i is Coum il recom- 
mends <0 the Government that the proper authorities Ih^ appnuuhed tc 
so amend the Ben^ml Electoral Rules that the election of representa- 
tives to the Bengal Ivegislative (’ouncil he proportionate to the numerical 
strength of the different communities of this pro\ince. 

This (juestion has been long before the country, and e^er^ membei 
of the House is aware of what it means. My proiK>sal is that the 
elected representatives from different communities. Hindus, Moslem* 
and t’hristians should come to the (’ouncil acconling tt» tlte numbci 
of their jiopulation. There has been much heart-burning tlu' <jues 
tion, and even more so since the Aligarh sjieech by Sii Abd-ui Haliim 
I am jiointed that there are certain matters in m.\ resolution which an 
unintelligible, r.//., communities. B\ different communities, I do joii 
mean the different siili-castes of Hindus sm h as Brahmins, Kayastbas. 
Baidyas, etc., but I mean only the three principal classes, namely, 
the Hindus, Moslems and ('hristiaiis- on religi(ms basis, Now, then 
is a jiaity who think that as tlii' I,U( know Ihu-t dc< ided the (jdestion it 
should not and cannot now be opened. A settled fact should not lx 
unsettled. But there is ainUhei party in our (•( uiitn a ho aisli to have* 
the (juestion re-ojiened, and my submission before the Coumil is tin* 
that tin* (|Uestion can be i(*-()jx‘ned because the Bengal Muhammadan.* 
have a r(‘< urring gnevame. Tin* cause being recurring it is not rfs 
I take it that ue can iv-open the ijuestion hcie in this 
Council. It is not an All-lndia (juestion. There is als»» another parl\ 
who says that the B(*ngal ]>act is obligatory on us. and we might not 
to go beyond it. That is, that we must not ask for anything now, but 
we should ask for after Swaraj is u<‘hieved. My submission is this 
Sir, that w'e made this pact on the understanding that we should not 
ask anything of this Government. The Muhammadans have three 
grievances, one as regards rejire-sentation, one as regards service, and 
one is a religious grievance; these are admitted by the Bengal pact 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: What is the third grievance? 

MaiUvi ABDUL CAFUR: A religious grievance. The liengul pact 
admits our grievance.s but promises the remedy after aiiuinment of 
Swaraj, but since the Bengal pact things have rapidly changed and the 
relations between Hindus and Muhammadams have become much toe 
strained. The Muhammadans say that their legitimate claims should 
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be met now, because it Swaraj is not attained within a limited time, 
should the Muhammadans suffer for an indefinite period? They wish 
to have the remedy immediately, otherwise the\’ will not join theii 
hands with Hindus for attainment of Swaraj. Therefore I, as a 
Swarajist, believe in my cult that Swaraj solely and wholly depend." 
on the Ilindu-Moslem unity. Now the prim fa(*t is that the Muham- 
niaduiiH and Hindus are poinp further and further apart, and unles^ 
the causes of the distrust that is so very rampant now are removed at 
once I think, nay, I tell you, Sir, Swaraj will not dawn upon us. 

With the best of my such motives, Sir, I move this resolution, 
and I hope the House will vote in favour of it. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 stronplv oppose the resolution 
which }jas been moved by my friend Maulvi Abdul Gafur. I thank 
him for the pi-eat interest he has taken for the welfare of the Muham- 
madan community, but at the same time I must say that if this reso- 
lution is carried it would be doinp a preat injustice to the Hindu com- 
munity of Benpul. (Hear, Hear.) He suppests that communal 
representation should be continued and that the number of members 
(»f the (Council should be in ])i*oportion to their poi)ulation. Sir. 
1 oj)pose not only the system of communal rejuesentation as at piesent. 
but also the allotment of the number ot seats to Muhammadans in 
accordance with their jiojuilation. I am stronply of opinion that the 
best of the candidates should be elected to the (’oumil by the Hindus, 
Muhammadans or Christians, he they Indian or Kuropean. It we 
(‘ontinue tlie system of communal r(‘]uesentation, tlien we must have 
special seats for the Marwaris, for the Jews, foi- i]ip Pars<'es, and even 
for the Chinese of Ilentinck Street in Calcutta. 

MttUlvi A« K« FAZL-UL HUQ: (hi a point of order, Sir. It is not 
a (piestion of communal representation, it is a (juestion of the quality 
of representation. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It is not the ju-oportion of differ- 
ent communities in this province. We are dealinp with two questions; 
whether communal repre.sentation should continue, and, if so, whethei 
it should l>e in acc'ordance with population or not. As repards the 
first point, 1 will draw your attention to the memorable report of 
Mr. Montapu and Lord Chelmsford. It apjiears from paragraph 229 
of that report. It says that division by creeds and classes means the 
creation of jiolitical camps orpanised apainst each other and teache^ 
men to think as partisans and not ‘as citizens, and it is difficult to sec 
how the chanpe from this system to national representation is ever tc 
occur. A minority which is given special representation owing to it.‘ 
weak and backward state is jKisitively encouraged to settle down intf 
a feeling of satisfied .security; it is under no inducement to educate and 
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qualify itself to make good the gi'ound which it has lost compared uitlr 
the stronger majority. On the other hand, the latter is tempted to 
feel that they have done all they need do for their weaker fellow- 
countrymen, and that they are free to use their power for their own 
purposes. The “ give-and-take ” which is the essence of political 
life is lacking. There is no inducemeni to the om* side to forhear, 
or to the other to exert itself. 

Jt api^ars that His Excellency the Viceroy as widl as the ScdvtaiN 
of State for India, after having taken evidence of se\eral joihlic liodi<‘.> 
in India, have come to this conclusion that it is most (dijectionaide to 
have a communal system of rejiresmitation on the Councils of India. 

It may be, Sir. that there was a ])act between the Imlian National 
Cong^'e^N representing the Indian^ or rather Ilindii'- of India, and tlio 
Indian Moslem League re]>rescnting llo' Muliammadans ol India, undti 
which the percentage of Muhammadans was to lu* 40, hat 1 am strongl\ 
opposed to it on principle, and 1 am als<» opposod to the pact which 
was made at tlie instance of our late Desliabandliu ( 'hittaraiijun Das, 
and I understand that this has been rejected by the Indian N iti'OiaT 
Congress in Coconada. 

As regards the (|uestion of pojmlation, I think, Sii, it should noi 
lie in ai'cordance with pojuilation, but in accordance with the amount 
of rates and taxes paid by the iieojde, or rather in accordam e witli iheii 
voting strength. Take the case of joint-stock comjianies; tlu* share- 
ladders are entitled to vote in accordance with the number (d shares 
they hold. I am strongly of opinion that a ]>erson who ]iavs sa\ 
Its. 50,000 as taxes to the (Government should not h<‘ placed on the same 
footing with a person who pays only Its. TJ l>er annnm as rates and 
taxes, because the former is likely to take greater interest than the 
latter. 

(A VOK’K: One man, one vote.) 

Then, Sir, I beg to submit that if it is desirable to ha\e hp«*cia] 
representation in this (’ouncil, tlien <-oinmeree should he specially 
represented. It is commerce that lias made lleiigal what it is. lake 
the case of Calcutta, what woiihl have been the stale of ( ah utta, had 
there been no commerce in it ; it would have been the same as un> 
mufassal city, say Dacca or lUirdwan. What would have Immui the 
state of Burra Bazar ? Would it have been the same as it is at piesent . 
It is commerce that has made what it is. Tiierefore, I lieg to submit 
that commerce should he .specially repre.sented in the ( ouncil, 1 m* thev 
Europeans cr Indians. The Indian merchants and traders should W 
placed on the same footing with the Euroiiean merchants and traders of 

Bengal. 

Then, there is another class of jiersons who should have proper 
representation on the Council. I mean the cursed landholders of Bengal. 
They pay a ver\' heavy amount in rates and (axes and they’ have the 



RESOLUTIONS. 


132 


[18th Eeb. 


greatest interest at stake in Bengal and therefore in the matter of legisla 
tion they should have a more prominent part in the Council. 

There is another class which should also be well represented; I mean 
the educated class. It is not advisable to continue the present system of 
< ommunul lepresentation in the (.V)uncil and in regard to the number it 
should t>e, not in accordance with the population as suggested by my 
4^steemed friend, hut in accordance with the voting strength or rather, 
in accordance with the amount of rates and taxes paid by the different 
<*ominunities of Bengal, and that the merchants, be they Indian oi 
European, the landholders and the educated classes in Bengal should 
Iiave spei'ial representation in thi.s ('ouncil. 


Dfi Hi Wi B. MORENO: I heard what the speaker had to say alxiiit 
representation in this Council with regard to the numerical strength oi 
<tomnuinities in this province. 1 represent a minority in this province 
and 1 shudder to think what would be the effect if this resolution were 
brought into force so far as the Anglo-Indian community is concerned; 
tor according to our numerical strength com])ared with the other great 
communities of the j)rovinc(‘, we should only be entitled to i\ traction 
of a lepresentative, which would mean a j)h\sical impossibility. 

John Stuart Mill, that great jdiilosopher, writing on Uejuesentativf 
(lovei nment makes use of this very terse statement “ iji all democi acies ” 
— I s[)eak from memory — “ minoriti(‘s slioiild liave aluioinial lepresenta 
tion in order to have their special inter(‘sts prcJected. ” Here, in tliN 
(’ouncil, there is the fact that the Anglo-Indiaii community has, in tlie 
natural <‘ourse of things, an abnormal re])resentation for the reason that 
it is a minority community. AVe hear the Swaraj ])eoj>le talk loosely ot 
a H indu-Moslem j»act such as the propo.ser of the resolution has g'iven 
cxpiession t('. We, Anglo-Indians can well imagine what our future will 
be if their so-calb><l ])arty ])r(>granime weie to come into effect, for we as 
a minority community would be left out of a<‘count altogether. Undei 
the present system of Government we are given ade(|unte representa- 
tion in this (^ouncil. In a Hindu-Moslem pact we, though sons of tin 
^^oil, may be painfully left out in the cold. I, therefore, on behalf of 
my community, very emphatically j)rotest against this resolution being 
passed in this ('ouncil. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: 1 should like in u few words to expres.s the 
views of the European members of the (^ouncil in regard to this reso- 
lution. 

The question of communal representation is one that always rouses 
difficulties in legislative bodies. To those who have l>een brought up 
in the institutions of England, the whole principle of communal repre- 
sentation appears to lie inimievil to progress and the development of 
democratic institutions. We do, however, recognise that in the 
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specl orcumstanoes iu ladiu. rommunal r.pre..ntati„„ i.,. f„.. ,he 
tim.> being at any rate, an e.s.senfial feature-of the political .sv.stem an.l 
there ,h a great dea to le said tor the argnn.ent that through the 
8 lengthening and development ot eominunal interests by eommuiml 
reiiie.seutalion an India wide unity will more rapidly be ultimatelv 
leuclied. 


I woul.l like to express on ladmlt of the K«ro|Hmi, members of the 
House our .s.Mupatliy with the aspirations of the .Muhammadans to have 
adequate repieseiLtatioii m tluLso (ouiuii.s. Hut we find mirselves 
unal.le to .support the re.solution as ,t sta.ul.s It the resolution as it 
stands were accepted my own commnnit> would, as far as this l.o.ly is 
concerned, lie pradicallv wiped out ( Lau^ditei . i Yes. that ini^dit 
not lie altogether unwelcome to ceitain mcmheis of the House, hut as 
a representative of my community, n i. ,,,,110 ohvious that I cannot 
suppoit siuh a juoposition. What wc do sa> i> this: that proNidcd 
adcijiiatc rciuesentat ion is ^rivon to minoiitic.s .such as Kuropeaiis, 
An^ilo-Jndians, Indian ( hristians, and also to .spio’iul interests whn h 
ha\e ludped to luiild u]) much that is ^o»od in India-it a.lequute and 
suftic'eul repicsentation is y-ncii to these minontics and these inter- 
ests. the other (|uestion would not disluih u.s /^reatls ; hut as the le.so- 
lution stands it is imjiossihle toi us to support it. M\ su^^^irestion 
would he eithei that the movci ot the ies<dution witlniniw it in it.s 
piestoit form, or that he do not jiress the mattei to a ilivision. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ .spoke in Jhoi^mli. The Kn^-lish 

translation of which is as follows: — 

A res(dution \eiy nearly the same as the juesciit stamls m my 
name in item No. 91) of the a^'-enda. 

Hindu memhers have rai.s(*d ohjtMtioii to the reMdutnui. 'I’liey 
ohje< t to communal lepresentation thouKHi it has been accepted hy the 
Con^-ress aecordin^'' to the Lucknow Pact. Are not Hindus demuudin^’ 
I'f'piesentatioii on population basis in some of the provinces where they 
are in a majority 

On this occasion we mi^^ht apjiropnately mention the Helical Hindu 
Moslem Pact, which accepteil the principle of i-ejiresentation on popula- 
tion basis, but postponed takiii^^ action under it till the attainment of 
Swaraj. This jiromise ^«lti.sfied only those who, had full faith in tlie 
attainment of Swaraj, while the rest of the people wore finding fault 
with it. It wa.s explained in reply to the critics that olwtniction 
lieing- the policy of the Swarajists they could not ask Government to 
jrive effect to the principle; so they had nothing- to do but tt> wait till 
Hie attainment of Swaraj. 

The Swarajists, however, no longer uniformly follow' the policy of 
obstruction : some of them have even voted with Govern ineiit. Hid 
they not, in the case of the Tenancy Act Amendment Bill vote en 
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masse with Government? There is no reason then, why onr Hindu 
brethren should be unwilling* to give effect to the Pact or why they 
should try to talk away the claim made by others. 

If the Deshbandhu who wfw the chief author of this Pact was 
living the resolution would have been passeid by the House without a 
division. As it was pointed out by him there cannot be any friend- 
ship between uue(jual j)ers(ms and it is the duty of the Hindus to make 
every effort and every sacrifice to raise the Moslems to a portion of 
equality with them, so that the foundation of Swaraj may be finnly 
laid. Mere speeches for Swaraj without any regard to the real need 
of the situation will not achieve anything beyond aggiuvating it 
further. 

Before resuming my seat J remind my Hindu brethren that the 
delay in giving effect to the terms of the Bengal Pact by the Swara- 
jists when they have given u]) their jxdicy of consistent obstruction is 
jiroducing an impression that the Pact is nothing but bluff'. It is only 
by voting for the resolution that they can restore confidence and good 
will among the Moslems and j)romote the cause cd' Swanij. I may also 
wjnn them that in this particular case the Moslem membus of the 
Swarajya PaHy will not obey tlieir Hindu leader. A few them 
may vote against the resolution but it is giving them much t(MH] tor 
lefiection. Our Hindu brethren should also carefully weigh the matter. 
No argument will satisfy the Mo^^lems whon tliey have oj)pnsed this 
resolution. 

Mfi $• Ct MUKERJI: Mr. Ihesident, Sir, in this matter I should 
like to make the position of the Indian (’hiistian comnuinit\ dear. 
This matter has been thrasloMl out oft' and on by mv communitv in 
different parts of the country, as also at an All-India (’ontenmce of 
Indian Ohristians. The trend of the majority is against (ommuiml 
representation as detrimental to the best interests ol the country and 
my community is jnepared to yield in the matter of communal repre- 
sentation, it by giving in it will mean advancing national solidarity 
in the country. Situate<l as we are, communal lepresentation is the 
ordei of the day, and if this resolution were given effect to. then my 
community, which is third in numerical strength in India and which 
is rme of tlie most advanced communities in literacy, ought to get imue 
representation than the Anglo-Indians and the Euroj)eans. Take for 
example, Bengal, We aie four times numerically stronger than the 
Anglo-Indian community. I made it perfectly cleai in my evideme 
before the Southborough (’ommittee. If the principle underlying this 
resolution were given effect to, then w'e ought to get much larger 
representation in this Pouiicil than either the Anglo-Indian community 
or the Euroi>enn community, but like the Syro-Pluenician woman in 
the Gosjtel we are simply getting the crumbs that fall from the table. 
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Our position is either give up eummunal representation altogether in 
the interests of the country and we as a ronimunity shall yield and 
give up all claims for communal representation, hut if it is siiid that 
in practical politico it is an im|)08sihility at the present moment, then 
my community may reasonably ask for adet[uute representation in this 
matter 

Maulvi A, K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: Sir. I tried to listen very larefully 
to what was being pul forward by the mover oi the residution, hut 
unfortunately owing jierhaps to my disadvantageous geographiial 
tion in the House T could not hear anything e\<ept a few “ huts ” and 
“ ifs ” and the words “ eoinmunal lepie^entation I taki‘ it that 
the spc^aker has made out a case foi tlie (ommunal i*(‘j»resen1al»on of 
Muhammadans on the strength of population in tin* juovinco. Sir. as 
one of the signatories to the now fainoii.s Ianknov\ l’a<l— a jiact to 
w’hieh reference has been made hy Habu Aniulya Dluuie Addy — I wish 
only to say that the piineiple of communal lepresiMitatioa has been 
repeatedly ae<epted (‘Aani b\ the Indian National ( ongress. \\liate\ei 
may have happened leeently at t’oeomnla oi elsewheie. I nia\ lenund 
Mr. Addy that had it not Ih^cii foi this lan'kn(»\\ Pact tlieie would have 
been no Reforms in India. It is because (d the Pad ainl biM.inse (»1 
the fact that we were able to present in England a ninteil demand tiom 
the various eomniuniti(‘s in this country that the Riitish tiovcininent 
were induced to yield io us the Heforms which wc- lui\e l.cohiv and 
on account of which Mi. Addx occupies his position in the Council at 
the present inomeiit. Now, Sii, I tiied to pcnnt out to Mi. Add> 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Saheh, plea.se make* it as imiiersonal as 
jiossihle, 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: I was ic. icplx i.. ...rtain 

[lassaKcs of his spwch, Hf has alijai t.al 1.. . aiaimiaal ..■i.ivsriitati.iii 
on piineiple and representafion on the piin.iple of minu'ina: slieiiKlh 
I (lied <o leinind him whil.. he was sis-ukinp- that that pi.nnple had 
been ae.epted already: the only question that is opim to iis is the 
question of the quantity of representation of .liflereni , onimuinl a's in 
this province. As to that I need hardl> .sav that sc* lai as the Muhiim- 
madans are eoiu-erned, I shall Ih' ven pleased to s.-' ie[,ies,.ntation 
beinR granted on the strength of lh«di |H.pulation in the proviio e. Hut 
at the same time we feel that the Muhainiiiadiins are not the only eom- 
mutiity in the provinee. There are iinportani interests— eommereial 
and otherwise-Kuropeaii interests. Anglo-Indian interests and the 
Christian interests. I support this resolution on piineiple so far as it 
seeks to give us representation aeionliiig to |K.pulation, hut at the same 
time there should be some provision for ade<|uate and just represen- 
tation of minorities and of speeial interests. I supisirt the principle 
and if it goes to division. I will vole for it suhjeel to that reservation. 
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Th6 Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Sir, the resolution as it 
stands on the paper is, as has l)een pointed out, somewhat vague. It 
is not altogether eleai how fur this proportionate representation is 
intended to go, hut I take it that we may assume that the mover’s object 
is, generally s|)eaking, to increase the representation of the Muham- 
madans in this Council in jiccordaiKe with their numerical strength. 
W ell, Sir, as has already been stated, the Lucknow Pact took place in 
J!Md When the South borough Commission ( ame out heie to revise 
(he system (jf franchise on which the present Council was based, they 
found that the Lucknow Pa< ( was in existence. They also found the 
Moiitagu-Clielmstbrd Report in (‘xistence, and this, while deprecating 
comminial j'<‘pi(‘sentalion, admitted that in the piesent circumstances 
it ua.s n(*cessary, though it looked foiward to the time when it would 
1 m* no longer ne(*es.sary. 

'I'he Franchise Committee took evidence in Iiolia, the bulk of that 
evidence was diiect<*d towards advi.sing them to adopt the Luc know Pac t 
and ih«‘y came to (he (‘onclusion that any de\iali()n from the Jmc*km»\\ 
Pact wcaild revive in an intensified torm the controversies which they 
h()f)ed that the Pact had done much to conc iliate. They, theietoje, in 
their jiiojmsals fm- lepresentation in Rengal adopted the ])r]ncij)le of the 
Lucdviiow Ihict and their proposals under it gave tin* Muhammadans 40 
per cent, of the elected seats. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: All over India? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No, over Hengul only. 

The (foveinment of India did not altog-ethei accept this position and 
they recommended that tlie Muhammadan je]»iesentation in Bengal 
should be upon a population basis, and they j)roposed a proportion of 
52 per c'ent. of the deeded seats. All the reports and papers were laid 
before the Joint ('ommittee at Home and the Joint Committee after 
consideiing the ciuestion recommended that the Franchise Committee’s 
report should be supported and that the Luc know Pact of 40 per cent, 
should be given effect to. Parliament adopted that and that is the 
present position. The Joint Committee said in their I'eport that they 
considered that no large altei-ation should l>e made in the constitution 
until after the Statutory Commission had been appointed and Puiliamcnt 
Bc'cepted that position. 

When the (|uestion was raised shortly after the Reforms came into 
operation the Government of India definitely stated that they considered, 
and the Secretary of State considered, that the matter of Muhammadan 
ii»presentation in the Councils was closed until the Statutory Commission 
was appointed. That is our position and for that reason Government 
cannot acc*ept this I'esoliition and cannot vote for it. We regard the 
matter as tdo.sed until it is re-opened hy the Statutory Commission. 
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As regards its merits we express no opiuion whatever; Oovernmeiit 
do not wiNh to give any views whatsoever al>out the merits of this pio- 
posal or of the proposed pioportion of the elected seats in the ('oiua il. 
We have an open mind and propose t<» keep an open mind until the 
question is le-opened hy the Statutory (’ommi<sion. Meanwhile we do 
not feel that we can a(‘cept this resolution and addi'ess (he (to\einnient 
of India for alteiing the const i(uti<ui. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Ahd“Ur'ltahim lias handl'd (*\er ((» me a 
notii’e of ainendnient wliicii runs us (oliows : “ That the lullowinv" "oids 

should he added at the end ot the original motion ‘with a iusi ami 
proper representation ot minonties and eoinmercial ini**iestv 1)oes 
any mcJiiher ohject to this amendment!' 

(Many Swaiajist memheis ohj«M-ie<l.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT; rmhi Standing ttrdei No. (IS I ini;J!hl exeicise 
mv power and over-iule the «d>je<tions hut as there h.i\e Imcii many 
ohjections I think I should not >uspend that thder. 


Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; Max 1 he allowed t,) say a wind, Sii. l.y 
way ot personal exfilanatiou wh\ no amendment was sent in lime ^o far 
as I am concerned:-' 1 rei-eixed the list ot lexdutions onix the dax hetore 
the meeting of the (\mncil ; I do not know what happened hut I think 
it must have mi<canied and so I eould not haxe time to send In any 
amendment to the resolution. That is mx onlx excuse and il you, 
Mr. President, take (hat into consideration. 1 hojie \mi imirht see your 
wav still to allow me to moxe mx amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; IVisonally 1 do not see anx ohjeriion to its admis- 
siou W<aus.‘ Ihe House as a ul.ole will have an opiMiituinl v of 'otinp it 

,l„wn if thei like, l.ut the thinir is that it is a ven tnnh.m 

and a partieular e..niinanity is e<M..eni.Ml in the inattei ■ 1 think 
-ho„hl not stiek to the rnle. 1 snspe.nl the Standi., thde. and allow 

this motion. 

Maulvi Md. HURUL HU« CHAUDHUBY: 1 ti- to a ,.o,nt of 
order. Aeeordi.iK to the rnle if anvlK.dy ohjeets to the " 

an ametidntet,. whieh has been put withont no.tee then tf'""-'" >’ 

amendment is not allowed and if tlioM- gentlemen who want to put in 

such amendments 


Mr. BRE8I0EMT: Is that a point of order, Maulvi Suheb? 

Mtulwi Md. MURUL HUQCHAUDHURY: My point of order i» 
that you cannot allow this amendment in any way. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you seen section 77 of the rules which lays 
down as follows: — 

If a copy of Hurh nn amendment has not been sent to the Secretary seven 
days before the date fixed for the discussion of the resolution any member may 
object to the moving of the amendment and such objection.s shall prevail unices 
the President in exercise of his power to suspend this order allows the amend 
ment to be moved. 

In this particular case I allow the aineiidiiieiit to he moved. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: It i.N the arbitrary 
jiowei of the President that i.s doing it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would Mauivi Md. Xurul Huq (liaudhun- 
lepent it-^ (After a pause) I ask Muulvi Xuiul Ilmj (’haudhury to 
i«‘peaf wluit he has ju.st >aid. (I*ause,^ 1 itMjUcst again Mauivi !^^d. 
JVuriil Hu(i Cdiaudhury to .say what he has just said. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I said it i^ the arl itrary 
jiowe?- Ill the President. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 lequest the hon'ble member to withdraw what 
he has just said. It is a serious redeetion agaiii'-t th(> Pre^-ident. 

(Maul\i Md. Nurul lliu] (’haudhur\ not withdrawing his remark.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am uf opinion that the* conduct of Mauivi Md 
Ntuul llu(j Pliaudhury has been gios^ly disordet l ^ . I accordingly 
direct that he will withdraw iuime<liatel\ tioiu the Council, and I lurther 
direct that he shall alisent himself diuing the lemaiuder of the day’s 
sitting 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Thank you very much. 
Do what you like. 

((Ties of “Shame”, “shame ”. t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am ot opinion that the conduct of 

Dr. Kuuiiid Sankur Ray is grossly disorderly in crying out “shame, 
shame ” to the face of the President, 1 direct that he will immediately 
withdraw from this(’ouneil and I further diiect that (eries of “ Shame 
shame ”i he shall absent himself during the lemainder of the day’s 
sitting. 

Mr. J. Mi SEN GUPTA: T do pi-otest against this childi.sb action of 
the President in turning out member after member for crying out 
“ Shame, shame I think to cry out “ Shame ” is a legitimate act and 
this is done even in the House of Commons. I do object to this kind 
of l>ehaviour on the part of the President. 
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Ufa PRESIDENT* I miuest Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta to withdraw tho 
remark that he has made against the action of the President as 
“ childish 

Mrt Si Ni HALDAR: It is nothing hut childish. 

Mfi Ji Ml SEN GUPTA: I refuse to withdraw. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As T am of opinion that Mr. J. ]kf. Sen Gupta's 
conduct has been gi-()ssly disorderly (cries of “Shame”, “shame”) he 
will withdraw immediately from the Gouncil and 1 fuither direct that 
he shall absent himself during the remaimbu- of the day's sitting. 

Mfi A. C, BANERJEE: I aGo p^)te^t against what has been done 
by the l^esident. I .say that his conduc't has ncct only been childish but 
unwoitliy of his ciffice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I leciuest Mr. A. (’. Hanerjeo to withdraw the 
remaik that he has made. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Not a bit of it. I am oh. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As T am of opinion that the conduct of 
Mr. A. (\ Haneijee has i)een gro.ssly di.sordei ly. I direct that he will 
immediatcdy withdraw tioni the Council and I fuither direct that he shall 
absent himself during tlic* remainder of the day's sitting. 

(('lie*" of “Shame”, “shame”.) 

Dr. «l. M. DAS GUPTA: The President’s conduct has been almost 
insane. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I lecjucst Dr. J. M. Das Gupta to withdraw the 
remaik that he has just made. 

(He refinsed to withdraw and left the Chamber.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I am of opinion that Dr. J, M. Das Gupta’s 
conduc t h;i> been gnnsly disorderly I direct that he shall immediately 
withdraw fn>m the (’ouncil and I further direct that he shall absent 
himself during the remainder of the day’s sitting. 

The delmte will now preneed, and 1 now ask Sir Abcbui-Uaiiim to 
move his amendment. 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I beg t<c move us an amendment to the 
re.scdution that has been moved by Maulvi Abdul Gafur that at the end 
of the printed words these words l>e added “ with just and proiH‘r repre- 
sentation of minorities and of commercial interests . 

Before moving this amendment I hope. Sir, you w'ill allow me as 
representing a body of Muhammadan memWrs of this Council and also 
on behalf of others who are at the present nnunent in this House, to say 
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that it i« extremely regrettable that some hon'ble members should have 
forgotten themselves and taken objection to the ruling of the President 
which was in strict accordance with the law. We have seen a scene here 
to-day which does not reflect the least credit on Bengal, or at any rate 
on some of her representatives in this Oouncil. No fair-minded man, 
no well-wisher of this province, no man who wishes in all sincerity to see 
responsible Ooveriiment well and firmly established here can but feel 
the greatest sorrow — almost humiliation — at the scene that has been 
enacted here this afternoon. I beg to assure you. Sir, that you have our 
hearty support here. 

Ah regards the amendment, it is only a matter which but fm an 
oversight would have been brought to the notice of the (^ouncil in j)ioi)er 
form and in due time, it was not through any neglect on my pait but 
it was thrcmgh an accident, that it was not. 

As legaids the principle of communal lejne^entation there i" leally 
no dispute now so fjir as this House is concerned, exce]>t peilmp> om? 
hoirble member wlu) sits on my right (Balm Amulyu Dhone Addyi who 
is a staunch believer in plural voting and naturally he tlnnks that the 
count ry should be represented scdely by men wlio pay the largest rates 
and taxes. 

1 do not wish to say anything in spite' of what lias occuned ]ust 
now which will raise controversy, but so ta?- as the Luckneew Pact is 
concerned T wish to peunt emt this that when it was arrived at in 1916 
there was then no Cjuestion of (iovernment (lovernmcmt res]>oiisiblf' 
to the legislature chosen by the ])eo])le. That iMong so. the rejiresenta- 
fives of Muhammadans and other c*ommunities did not attach so niuc*h 
importance to their numerical strength in some cd the jirovinces a^ 
otherwise they would certainly have done. W(‘, the Muhammadans 
seek no undue advantage for ourselves, but all w(‘ do wish is to safe- 
guard our interests. We are ready to concede the same to all othei 
communities similarly situated. The Muhammadans hajijien to be in 
a numerical majority in Bengal and in tlie Punjab. In the rest of 
India they are undoubtedly in a minority, but even in Bengal and the 
Punjab what is the majority?' It is a majority of 4 or 5 only out of 

100 seats. But any one who knows anything alnuit the woiking of 

representative Uo\ernment wdll not for a moment think that it is 

jiossible for a majority cd that character to carry on the Government 

defying the wishes of the minority. It is impossible. So far as the 
Punjab and Bengal are concerned, there is not the least apjirehension 
that if the Muhammadans were in a majority acTording to their 
numerical strength, they would he able to defy what is reasonable and 
just with respect to other communities* interests. We have always 
recognised that in the peculiar circumstances which do exist in India 
whic'h cannot be denied, it is necessary that the interests of the minori- 
ties must l)e jwoj>erly safeguarded ; speidal interests such as commercial 
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interests which are very lar^^e and importapt and which are represent- 
ed by our European friends oujrht also to be safejruarded. We also 
recognise fully that the interests of the Christian counnunity ought tr 
be represented and so also the interests of the Anglo-Indian coiniuunitv 
So far as we are concerned, we are not oj>eu to the charge that we are 
seeking our own self-interests at the sacrifice of the interests <d other 
communities. As has been pointed out, hu4 for the Lucknow l*act wo 
should never have got tlie Reforms. I have said on other occasiiuis 
that unless we can inocLfy tliat Jhict in acc'ordance with tlie ptiiiciplo 
which is enunciated in this resolution as amcndiMl, it will not he possible 
for India to get on fuither on the path of sell-governnient. It ha? 
been said by some eminent Hindu prditiciaiis that whal we are seeking 
is: “ Heads we win, taiK \ou lose ” this is a mere 1iav(‘st\ (d our 
jiosition. e aie asking tor two most important prin(ij)les; one is 
the democratic juinciple. /.c.. the lejuesentation of the peopb* accord- 
ing to their nunibei and not mere wealth that is the fiist thuiiociatic 
priiH'ijile that nndeilie'- th(‘ n*s(dution. but that is to be moditied, 
because in the ])eculiai (drcnnistances of India there is no sucli thing 
as one jieople with one common social life: the ]»eo])le are un lorl unatel\ 
so divided that we have to lecognise the existence of diflereiil com- 
munities. It is not the fault of the Muhammadans and in tact this 
has been the cieation of ag-(*s, and it still exists; and so huig as it exists 
and so long a** the ditlVient eommnnities do in*t feel themselves as om* 
and do not consider then- interests as one, we must have separate 
representation foi tin* difVereiit eomiminities. The second princi[di* 
is eijually ini[H)rlant and is recog'iiised now hy all civilised legislatures 
that the interests of important minorities should he safeguaidiMl. The.se 
are the two g-eneral juim iples upon which we, the Muhammadans, ha.'it 
our claim, and I do sa> (hat these principles cannot lie assaib'd 

The Hon’hle Sir Hug-h Stephenson, on hehalf of the (iovcinment, 
has said tliat the (Toveniment of Reng'al has an open mind on this 
question, and he did not exjuivss any opinion «»n the menls ot the 
resolution, heeauy.* tlie ((uesfion <aniiof he settled execjit hy the next 
Statutory (’ommission. Sir, I <anno( help .saying that this altitude of 
the Bengal (roverninent is reasonable and the only atiitude that can lie 
taken by them in the einunistanet*s of the ease. You cannot a mend the 
electoral rules of Bengal at once, without setting an example to the 
re.st of India this question has to be considered by India as a whole; 
and it has therefore to he dealt wifli in that spirit. All that 1 wish tu 
say is this; what the Ilon’hle Sir Hugh Stephenson has nientioneil — 
and I may repeat, it is that the Goveniinent of India themselves, whei> 
the Franchise Committee was sitting, admitted that it was only ju»f 
and proi>er that o2 jK^r cent, of the seats should l)e eomeded to the 
Muhammadans — I supjKwe that according to the then census the per- 
centage was 52, hut it has now fortunately gone up to somethitig likii 
56 per cent. I do therefore hope that so far as the Government of 
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Bengal is concerned, they will recognise that onr demand is just as^ 
■the Government of India themselves conceded before the Reforms were 
started. I am sure that the opinion of the Government of India will 
receive due weight at the hands of the Government of Bengal, and that 
the European members and the members of the Liberal Party here 
•will support this resolution as now amended with your permission. 

Mauivi EKRAMtJL HOQ: When my hon’ble friend Babu Amulya 
Lhone Addy rose he rose to strongly oppose the motion, and I on my 
turn rise to most strongly 8Ui)iK)rt the resolution as amended by Sir 
Abd-ur-Ilahira. We in India do want that we should gradually gc 
on the path of progress and attain self-government in the land, and 
as such the one attitude which we all ought to adopt is the attitude that 
we should at all times l>e just to any and everybody and particularly 
to the important minorities that we have in our beloved motherland. 
The fact that we Muhammadans in Bengal are in a majority should 
not elate us to such an extent as to say that those who are in the minor- 
ity sliould have no power in the administration of the country. On 
the other hand it is the duty of everyone of us as reasonable being^ 
to see that the atmosphere of confidence and goodwill prevails in the 
land. If we are to say that we want rejuvsentation according to oui 
population and that no other interests should be represented except 
•on population basis and that Government should not decide our disput(?s. 
and the voice of the majority sltould prevail, then in that case we may 
be accused of trying to deprive away the small minorities that inhabit 
the country. This cannot be our attitude and I feel confident it can- 
not he the attitude of any Muhammadan if he is worth that name. 
The one thing we want is this, that we should have justice and we, 
in our turn, cannot but always be just to everybody with whom we 
•<^ome iii contact and every conTnuinity with whom we 
live. This has leen our tradition and this ought to be the practice 
w’ith every* Muhammadan worthy of the name of Muhammadan. A? 
far ns the question of communal representation is concerned, there 
cannot be any question that this was a measure of necessity. This 
was enacted because of the condition.^ under which the Muhamadans 
and other minorities found themselves. This was how this necessary 
■evil has come into existence, and I can assure the House that it will 
not be before long that we Muhammadans and other important minori- 
ties, will in one voice say that w*e do not at all want communal represent- 
•ntion and that we are quite fit to go to the general electorate and 
usk for votes. That time is not very long in coming. This is a measure 
'which if accepted and followed will create confidence in the heart of 
everyone that inhabits Bengal, Wause Swaraj does not mean the 
Swaraj of the educated classes, it does n(»t mean the Swaraj of the 
•Bemindars nor the Swaraj of my friend of the Mahajan Sabha, but 
it means the Swaraj that will give real Swaraj to the people of the 
<jountry. If this is the Swaraj we want then we must let everyone 
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feel that in our actions everyone of us will he absolutely just ; there 
should be no complaint that any particular individual or a class carry- 
ing on the administration of the country can act unjustly to anybo<ly 
We should work to bring about the bestowal of self-governinent foi 
the people of this country. This is what we want anti tb»s is what wt 
ought to attain and by agreeing to give the Muhamadans their propel 
share of representation we shall demonstrate to the world that we have 
given up the game of settled faet and that might is not right. Iiet 
usurpation give place to Justice. We must protect the minorities and 
must see to it that European, Indian Thrislians, Anglo-lmlain and all 
minorities join with the majorities and put their shoulder to the wheel 
an<l see self-government established in our motlierlainl. 

Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: I have a lesolution similar to the 
one under discussion. My resolution is No. 97 and I think it is not likely 
to come up for discussion. I think it my duty to express my opinion 
regarding that aspect of this resolution which agrees with my resolution. 

I have demanded in that resolution only representation of the Muham- 
madans in proportion t(» their population, but the rcsidutiou now before 
the House and under discu.ssion is wide enough to include the interests 
of diffeient .sectiems of the people of Bengal. So far as 1 understand 
commiinal representation is an evil no doubt, but it is a necessary evil, 
and those who are opposed to communal representation ought t(> analyse 
and go to the very root of this evil. Why was it that when the Hindus 
and the Muhammadans tif India demanded self-goveniment, the Muham- 
madans wanted to protect their interests by separate representation}' If 
we analyse the situation we can clearly find that our Hindu breihren on 
account (d theii shot t-siglited and narrow-minded polioy are always in 
the habit of appropriating to themselves whatever little advantage <'nn be 
obtained from Government. (Question, (juestion.) That gave rise to 
a legitimate fear on the part of the Muhumiiiadans ami induced (hem to 
come to certain understandings ami enuminfe certain priiiciples to 
protect their own interests by sejmrate representation. If anybody is res- 
|K>n8ibIe for thi.s I must frankly say that our Hindu brethren are solely 
responsible. If they had shown that generosity which i.s exj)eeted of 
them, if the Muhammadans received brotherly treatment, fairness and 
justice from the Hindu community, no (juestion of piotecting their 
interests by separate representation would have at all arisen. The ques- 
tion is clear and the principle of communal repi'esentution has been 
accepted; there cannot be any objection to that principle now’, nor 
Would anyone be wise in opposing it. The only point of difference 
between us is this, that at that time 40 per cent, was fixed by the Lucknow 
Pact w hereas our demand is that it should be according to our popula«> 
tion. There was a reason for such an arrangement l>etween the two* 
communities then. At that time it was felt that when the Bengal 
Muhammadans gave up a portion of their claim the Muhammadans of 
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other provinces who formed a minority, would get a little more, and that 
would be of fK)me help to them ; but in the ccmrae of a few years’ experience 
it has been found that minorities always remain minorities; it does not 
help them in the least by giving them 2 or 3 per cent, more by curtailing 
certain portion of oui rights. They will remain in the minority always. 
On the other hand what practically happens is that in Bengal and in the 
Punjab where Muhammadans are in the majority, have remained in the 
minority. That is the position to-day to which every reasonable Muham- 
madan takes exception, not only in this province but in other provinces 
as well. We have come to learn that those who enjoyed a few more 
seats in other provinces at the sacrifi<*e of the Bengal and the Punjab 
Muhammadans aie also willing to forego their claim so that Bengal 
and the Punjab may be in the majority. They have clearly felt that the 
advantage which they are now deriving at the sacrifice of Bengal and the 
Punjab is merely illusory, and that they practically derive no advantage 
in any way. What I find to-day is that the Hon’ble Sii Hugh Stephenson 
has said that the Government of Bengal is open-minded on the subject, 
it is willing t() consider the legitimate claims of the Moslems, the 
European members have expressed their willingness to support the resolu- 
tion, the Anglo-Indians and the Indian Christians have done the same; it 
is the Hindus only who want to oppose it. Fndei the circumstances I 
am constrained to observe that the blame which is always laid by our 
Hindu brethren at the door of Government, that the Government adopt 
the principle of divide and rule is unjustified, and instead of laying that 
blame at the door of (Government they should thank themselves and 
realise that the brea(*h is created by them and not })y Government. 

With these words I commend the resolution on the acceptance of the 
House, 

Mr. E. VILLIER8: I move that the (luestion be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I shall first adjouni the House for prayer. 

[At this stage the (Wncil was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

(After the adjournment.) 

Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: Sir, I beg to say a few words on 
the resolution and also on the amendment. In the amendment two 
points have been enunciated by Sir Abd-ur-Rahira. One is that re- 
presentation should he made in proportion to population. Another is 
that the interests of the minorities should l)e protected. I think Sir 
Abud-ur-Eahim is entirely wrong as regards representation according to 
numerical strength. MThat is the numerical strength of the commercial 
community f They have a large representation and why? Because they 
have a large stakel in the country. They have gpt to protect their 
^interests and properties. If that is the case then this principle ought to 
be taken into consideration to determine the number of representatives 
of different communities. Along with the number of population the 
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amoimt of interest should also be taken into ronsideration. Sir, not only 
the question of population, not only the question of minorites, but we 
should also consider the amount of interests that have ^fot to be protected. 

There is also another thing which ought to weigh in this matter. 
In Bengal, the Muhammadans are 52 per cent, of the total pt>pulation, 
and I think the number will increase when Sylhet ccmies t(» Bengal. 
There will be a pioportionale reduction in the number of Muhammadans 
in Assam. What will be the position of Muhammadans in Assam? 
That should be considered also. 

I beg to submit that in provinces like the (Vntral Provinces and in 
some other provinces they are the gainers. They get rej)rt*sentation 
largei in proportion to the number oi their population. Tliis (juestion is 
one which concerns the whole of India. The principle accoiding t<i 
which representation should be given is to be determined not by this 
(’ouncil, but by the whole country. I remember to have read in the 
newspapers that Mr. flinnah asked for proportionate rcpresentaticm in 
provimes where the Muhammadan population prepondeiate ; but in 
provinces where the Muhammadans were in the mimnity, he asked for 
eft'e( five representation. I do not understand what he means by effective 
representation. So far as I understand, they want more representation 
than they are entitled t«). They claim full lepre.sentation in provin(‘e» 
wheie they preponderate, and they want more representation than what 
the sf length of their population would warrant in pr(»vinces where they 
are in the minority. So I say that if any principle is to be fcdlowed, it 
should be followed throughout India and not in one piovince only. With 
these remuiks I beg to oppose the resolution as also the amendment. 

Mr. E. VILLIER8: I move that the (juesticm be now put. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir. Mr. Addv and liui Sahib Panchunan Banna 
and one or two other gentlemen belonging to the liberal Party, of which 
the leader is absent, have opposed the resolutoin. Unfortunately my 
party cannot devise any means of going out over this resolution. We 
have no party mandate over this question. The remarks of those 
members are entirely personal. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: On a point of perwmal explanation, Sir. 
In view' of the amendment moved by Sir AM-ur-Rahim. I support the 
resolution. 

The HonHile Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Sir, I will say only one 
word to close the debate. I should like t<» make the position of Goveni- 
ment sufficiently understood on this (juestion. Government take up no 
attitude whatever with regard to this question. We have an entirely 
open mind about it. We shall, therefore, in order to avoid misunder- 
standing, go to neither of the lobbies; but I want the House to 
understand that we do regard this matter as closed until the Statutory 
Commission is appointed. 
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The amendment of Sir Abd-ur-Bahim that the following words be 
inserted at the end of the resolution, viz,^ “ with just and proper re- 
presentation of minorities and commercial interests ’’ was put and 
agreed to. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the proper 
authorities be approached to so amend the Bengal Electoral Rules that the 
election of representatives to the Bengal liegislative Council be propor- 
tionafte to the numerical strength of the different communities of this 
province with just and proper representation of minorities and commercial 
interests.” 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Sir, may I be permitted to 
make a suggestion in view of the incident of this afternoon, in which, I 
assure you, you have the full support of the House? We are now dicuss- 
ing private business and the empty benches are somewhat disconcerting. 
I would suggest that the meeting be adjourned to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I will accept the suggestion of the 
Hon’ble Leader of the House. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Friday, the 19th 
February, 1920, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



undtr tliti 


ProMdiiigs of the Bengtl LegisItUve Counell enenibled 
provisioiis of the Coeemmefit of Imiie Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta». 
on Friday, the 19th Febniarj', 192(>, at 3 p,m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kuiiinr Shib Siikkiiarkswah Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council and^ 
68 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Quei3ont 

(to which oral answers were given.) 

Retrenchment in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

*XLII. Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: (a) With reference to 
the answers to the starred question No. LXIX of the 9th December,. 
1925, will the Iloirblc Memlxu’ in charg:e of the Marine Dejtariment 
l»e pleased to lay on the table a statement showinff — 

(i) the nainen of the assistant harlxnir masters, assistant enj;inc*er». 

and |>ersonal iLssistants whose services were retrenched ; 

(ii) the dates of their apisHiitment ; 

(lit) the dates of their retrenchment; and 

(ir) the amount of l)onus, provident fund or ix‘nsion sanctioned; 
for them in each case*' 

(b) Is it a fact that the retienchmeiit operation in the ('alcutta 
Port Trust was mainly dim-led to the Indian staff? 

(c) Are the Government considerinff the desirability of making a 
thomugh inquiry and of staling as to whether there have Ijeen other 
cases of iucreiiseil emoluments, besides the two mentioned in the answer, 
in the shape of allowance, revision of grades and revival of jmst? 

MEMBER in diargo of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tlw Hon’Mo^ 
Mr. d. OofflsHO^ Qovernroent are not in possession of informatiocr^ 
regarding these details. 

(b) The member is referml to the figures given in reply to starredb 
question No. LXIX in the last meeting of this Council. 

(c) No. 
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PortlifKl Park Quarters for Oflioors of Caloutta Port Trust 

*XLIII. Babu BORODA PfiOBAD DEY: (a) With reference to 
the an»werH to the starred question No. LXX of the 9th December, 
1925, will the Hon’ble Meml)er in chargee of the Marine Department 
be pleased to state whether the amount of Its. 14,67,144 includes the 
costs of recluniatioii of land and of furnishing the quarters? 

(I)) If not, what were the costs in each of these two matters? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble M^ember be pleased to state whether the 
amount of Its. 85,928 includes the sinking fund for the loan? 

(d) If not, what is the said amount? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of calling for 
and laying on the table a statement showing the names of the officers 
at present occupying all the quarters of the Calcutta Port Trust with 
the resfH'ctive amounts of their salary, and the rents recovered from 
each of them? 

(f) Wliat do the Government proi)ose to dt) so that there be no 
ileficit between the annual maintenance charges for these quarters and 
the rents reulizeil from the occupiers thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(h) lleclamation -Us. 1,10,828. Furnishing -Us. 10,113. (The 
Comnnssioners furnished the Chummery only.) 

(c) No. 

(d) Rs. 5,868 jH^r annum. 

ie) No. 

(/) Gne house is o<Tupied by an officer entitled to free quarters. 
For the other bouses the ocTupant is charged 10 per cent, of his salary 
as rent, and for the Chummery the occupants are charged 12} i>er cent, 
of their salary as rent. Government do not propose to suggest that 
higher percentages should be charge<l. 


Syilim of nominating Conwnissionori for appointment by Covernmont 
by oleotoB Commtssionore of Municipalities. 

*XLIV. Babu BORODA PROBAD DEY: (a) Will the Honbie 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether in any of the divisional areas the elected 
Commissioners of Municipalities are given the choice of nominating 
the Commissioners to be appointed by the Government for such 
Municipal Boards? 
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0) What dmBians or districts eigoy s]ich privilege? 

(c) Why is not the same procedure followed in all the divisions? 

MEMiiR in otiargi nf DEPARTMENT of LOCAL tELP-QOV- 
ERNMENT (tho Hoti’Mt Mthiraja Kthaunish Chanclra Rajf Oaliadiirv 
of Hailia): (a) and (b) The municipalities of Comilla, Chandpur and 
Jessore have enjoyed this privilege. 

(c) The system was intro<hiceil as an experiment in certain munici- 
palities. It did not pn)ve a success and it has not been extended 


Oasignalions Mr.’* and ** Babu ** More tha namai of oflloart of 
Imperial and Provinolal Bervioa. 

^XLV. Mauivi ABDUL GAFUR: {a) Will the Hou'ble Member 
ill charge of the ApiKiintment Department be pleased staU* whether 
it is a fact that the officers of the Provincial SeiTices are officially 
designated as ** Babus ” and those of the Imperial Services as 
“ Messrs.” and are gazetted as such? 

(/i) Is it a fact when the officers of the Provincial Services atx» 
posted as Additional District Magistrates or Additional Sessions Judges 
or are promoted to the Imperial Services they are officially designated 
U'j ” Mr.” and are gazetted as such? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT, (the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): to) Offi<ers of the Provincial Servi<‘ea 
are ordinarily designated ” Mauivi ” or “ Pnbii ”, unless they are 
Christians or have established personal reasons to be designated 
‘‘ Mr.” 

(/>) This has been the custom. 


Elootion of Chairman, NookhtN Diatriot Board. 

*XLVI. Mauivi SAYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the salaried servants of the Government took 
active part in the election affair of the Chairman of the Noakhali 
District Board on the 4th Deiember, 1925, and canvassed for any 
particnlar gentleman? 

(6) Is it a fact that the President of the Noakhali District Board 
meeting on the 4th December, 1925^ returned an unsigned voting 
paper to Mauivi Abdul Gofran for his signature just before counting 
after all the members totdc their seats after the snbmission of the 
voting pnper? 


11 
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(c) Have the Government taken any action on the receipt of the 
complaint by Maulvi Eezzaqual Haidar Chaudhnryf 

(d) If so, what action has been taken? 

(e) What is the result of the action taken ? 

Tht Hoffi’bl# MahMit KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Birtmliir, 
of Nadit: (a) Allegations have been made against certain officers in 
connection with the election of the Chairman of the Noakhali District 
Board and Government are incjuiring into the matter. 

(h) It is a fact that the President retunied an unsigned voting 
paper to Maulvi Abdul Gofran, but it is not altogether certain when 
the incident actually occurred. 

(c), {(I) and (c) Government have decided to set aside the election 
and have issued orders for a fresh election. 


Alleged deeth of one Nagendre Kuri at the hands of daooits. 

*XLVII. Maulvi ABDUR RA8CHID KHAN: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that one Nagendra Kuri, of Kutirhut, thaua Sona- 
gazi, in the district of Noakhali, was shot dead by dacoits while he 
w'as following them some two months ago? 

(h) Have the Government received any petition on behalf of Nagen- 
dra Kurils mother and widow for their maintenance? 

(c) If so, what steps are in the contemplation of Government to 
supiM)rt the mother and the wddow of the said Nagendra Kuri? 

MiMBER in oh«rg 5 of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Sir 
Hugh Sttphamon): (a) Government have no information. 

(6) No. 

(r) The question does not arise. 


Civil JuriMiiotion of oertain thtnas of the 24-Parganai distriot. 

^XLVIII. Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that a largely- 
signed petition wa^ submitted by the inhabitants— both European and 
Indian — living within the jurisdiction of Jagatdal, Naihati and 
Kanchrapara police-stations, in the district of the 24-Pargairas> to the 
District Judge, 24-Parganas, Alipore, praying that civil suits arising 
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mnllim that jurisdiction may be tried at'Sealdah instead of at Baraaet, 
at at present? 

(6) Are the Government going to take any steps in the matter? 

(c) If so, what steps are proposed to be taken? 

(</) Is it a fact that the Government intend establishing a Civil 
Court at Barrackpore for the trial of cases arising within the area 
noted in (<i) and also those arising within the area now included in 
the Second Munsif's Court at Sealdah? 

(e) It so, when is the scheme going to bo j)ut into exe<*ution? 

(/) What would be the jurisdiction of the Civil Court at Baimckpore? 

(ff) Have the Government considered the advisability of having the 
civil suits arising within the juristliction of the area noteil in (o) tried 
at the Civil Court at Sealdah ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlilt 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (n) Yes. 

(/f) and (c) Oovcniiucnt aie advisee! that a Munsif’s Court at 
Barrackpore would sene the nwds of the people Wtter and they 
accordingly contemplate opening a munsifi there. 

(</) See answer to (h) and (c). 

(c) As the scheme involves new expemiitine there will he some 
delay in jmtting it into effect. 

(/) and (/;) The>e are under consideiatioii. 


Daooa Mall tfisaster case* 

*XLIX. Mr, D. N, ROYS (n) W'ill the llon'ble Member in charge 
of the Police Department lie pleased to state whether any case, civil 
or criminal, has been instituted in any court of law with reference 
to the Dacca Mail disaster which <M‘< urre<l in the early moniing of 
Friday the 164h October, 1925? 

(h) If so, what is the nature of the case? 

(c) Against whom and in which court has it been instituted? 

(<f) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay a copy of the 
judgment on the table? • 

Tlie Non’iila fir HUGH iTEPHENBONi (a) Tes, a criminal case 
was instituted against the Assistant Station Master ami the Gunner. 

(ft) to (d) A copy of the judgment of the Magistrate is laid on 
the library table. 



152 


QUESTIONS. 


[19th Feb. 


R 0 tr«fioliiiient in tarvlMB. 

*L. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: WiU the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleaaed to state the number 
of posts retrenched as a result of the decision on the recommendation 
of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee in — 

(i) subordinate services, including ministerial appointments; and 
(«) higher services? 

MEMBER in of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tlio Hon’Mi 
Mr. 4, Dontld): A statement showing the action taken in regard to the 
various recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee has already 
been supplied to all members of the Legislative Council; the collection 
of the information in the form required by the Hon'ble Member will 
involve labour incommensurate with its value. 


Unttorrad Quaitiont 

(antwers to wrhioh wore laid on the table.) 

Slaughter of oows. 

33. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government l>e pleased to 
state the number of bullocks, cows and calves slaughtered in Calcutta 
and other districts of Bengal in the several slaughter houses thereof 
during the last threi* years respectively? 

The Hon’blo Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: The information is not readily available. The time and 
labour involved in collecting it would, in the opinion of Government, 
be disproportionate to its value. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It appears from the answer that 
the information is not readily available. May I ask as to when the 
information may be available? 

Tilt Hon’bla Maharait KBHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BtMiur, 
of Nadia: I would ^fer the member to the second part of my answer. 

Bdbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May 1 have an idea of the cost of 
the preparation of this information and statistics as asked for. 

Tba Hon’blo MMiari|a KBHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BMMdBr, 
of Nadia: I have nothing further to add to my answer. 
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IMh AMULYA OHONE AODYi Vay I ask wheihtt the indi»* 
oiminaie slaughter of bullocks has seriously affected the agncultunr 
of Bengal, and has caused an increase in the price of lood*grain§— » 

Mft PRESIDENT! Order, order; that question does not arise at 
all. 

Eabu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask whether the indis* 
criminate slaughter of oalyes . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, (»rder; that also does not arise at all. 

Sub-Registry oflioe at ChandiiML 

$4. MaiHvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Meml)er in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether there is any pro{M)sul Wfore the Government 
to establish a 8ul)-registration office in police-station Chandina, in the 
district of Tippera^ 

(h) Has !he establishment of a sul)-registration office Wn decided 
upon ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said sub-registration office is to be 
established at Jhalom instead of Barurahawir ? 

(r/) If so, what are the reasons for selecting Jhalom 

(c) Have the Government investigated as to the suitability of the 
two places for the purpose? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of looking into the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUOATION [REQIi- 
TRATION] (the Hon’ble Nairab Bahadur Balyid Nawab AM ChamBiuri, 

Khan Bahadur): (a) There is at present no proposal before Govern- 
ment to establish a Sul>-Hegistrv office in police-station Ghandiua, in 
the district of Tippera. There is already a Sub-Registry office at 
Chandiua. 

{h) to (/) These do not arise. 


Covamment oaMi and Muhamntadan p l e a dare of Hourrah Bar. 

Ml. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: {a) With referepce to the reply 
given on the &th December, 1925, to my unatarred question No. 70, 
will the Hon ’hie Member in charge of the Judicial Department be 
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pleaaed to state why no Muiiammadan pleader was given any brief at 
tke Howrah Bar? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the number of 
the Muhammadan pleaders at the said Bar? 

MEMBER in charge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Hugh Stepheneon): (a) The member is referred to the answer 
given to unstarred question No. 5 put by Maulvi Kader Baksh, m.l.c., 
on the 16th instant. 

(6) As far as is known to Government, there are only five Muham- 
madan pleaders at Howrah. 


Copyists and typists of Courts. 

ae. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware that the greater number of 
typists and copyists of courts in Bengal are not getting increased 
remuneration according to the prescribed rate mentioned in the High 
Court's General Letter No. 8, dated the 23rd June, 1924? 

(b) Is it a fact that these copyists and typists liave submitted 
memorials to the Government for an increase of their remuneration and 
for organising them into a paid staff? 

(c) If so, what is the decision of the Government on those 
memorials ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (o) Detailed inquiries are 
being made as to the rate of remuneration now being earned. 

(h) Some such memorials have been received. 

(c) No decision has yet been arrived at [vide answer to (a).] 


Eligibility of elootion of « guardrail, being a teaeher aiio, on Ora 
managing oommittee of a lobool. 

37. Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: {a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state whether 
there is any circular or rule debarring a teacher of a high English 
school, who is also a guardian, from election to the managing com- 
mittee of the school? , 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Babu ProfuUa Chandra 
Ohakrabarty, b.a., a teacher of the High English School of Ichapur 
(Dacca) and a guardian, was elected by the guardians on 15th March, 
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to the managing committee of the aohool by the highest number 
of ^tes? 

(e) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Dacca disapproved 
of his election on the ground of his being a teacher of the school? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleuseil to state whether the 
principle laid down by the District Magistrate is in accordance with 
the rules and procedure on the subject? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Syndicate of the Calcutta 
University adopted a resolution on 8th June, 1925, in favour of school 
teachers, who are also guardians of boys, liecoming members of the 
managing committees, if elected thereto by the guardians? 

MEMBER in ohtrg;e of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlM 
Hoffl’Me Mr. J. Dofitlli): (a) There is no such rule. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. It was recognised that he was eligible both i)ersonally 
and by occupation, but it was considered inexiiedient to have a third 
teacher on t)ie committee when there were many highly qualified 
gentlemen, who were not teachers, ready and willing to serve as 
guardians’ representatives. 

(d) The District Magistrate acted according to the'rules. 

(c) The Syndin^te at a meeting on 8th June, 1928, adopted a reso* 
lution merely giving their opinion that a guardian, who is a teacher of 
a particular school, is eligilde for election us guardian’s representative 
on the managing committee of the same school. 


Temporary men in the Public Works Department. 

as. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DA8: (a) Is the Hon'ble MemW in 
charge of the Department of Public Works aware that there are many 
temporary men serving for more than 10 years in the Deimrtment with- 
out any break in their services? 

(h) Are the Government considering the question of taking the 
men in the permanent cadre, who are serving in the Department for 
more than 5 years? 

(c) Is it a fact that recently the Government have been pleased to 
sanction annual increment subject to the budget provision for the 
temporary men who have rendered more than 5 years’ continuone 
eervice? 

(d) le it a fact that the increment will be given effect to from the 
6th year of eervice? 
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(«) If BOf will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
past services are to be counted towards increments by deducting 5 years 
from the total period of services f 

(/) If the answers to (c) to (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether provision has been made 
in the budget for 1926-27? 

MEMiER in ohnrge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tlio 
Hon’blo Mr. d. Donalii)s (a) Yes. 

(b) No, but the claims of temporary men are taken into considera- 
tion in filling up a permanent vacancy in a cadre. 

(c) to (/). Yes. 


Court Railway Station. 

98. Mauivi ABDUL GAPUR: Will the Hoirble Member in charge 
of the Department of Public Works (Eailway) be pleased to state 
whether there is a proposal for abolishing the Serajganj Court Station 
on the Sara-Serajganj Railway? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] ^tho Hon’blo Mr. J. DoftalfO: A proposal for abolish- 
ing the Serajganj Court Station on the Sara-Serajganj Railway in con- 
sequence of the shifting of the Serajganj Ghat Station to a new site 
is under consideration of the Railway administration. 


Free primary education. 

40. Mauivi WANED HOSSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Education Dejuirtment be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate encouraging free primary education in selected 
areas through sele<*ted municipalities by providing special funds in 
the next year’s budget? 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. U. DONALD S No: a more comprehensive scheme 
for the rural areas is under consideration. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the Government intend to lay on the table the details of 
the oomprehensivef; scheme outlined in this answer. 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. J« DONALD: The detailed comprehensive schema 
has not yet reached Government. 
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Notiot at Khuliii OMt for ilit itarting of Haamori. 

41. Bitou HEM OHANDRA NASKERs WHl the Hod Me Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleaaed to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that seven or eight steamers start frona 
Ehulna Gh&t Station every morning for different places: 
(tf) whether it is a fact that a passenger finds it extremely diffl- 
colt to ascertain the particular steamer he has to travel by; 
and 

(in) whether he is aware of the fact that although a sign-board 
purporting to indicate the steamers starting from different 
ghats is put up at the ghat the re<|uired information ia 
rarely given on it ? 

Ttio HonHrio Mr. 4 . DONALD: (OYes. 

(ii) Government have no information. 

(iii) No. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Will the Iloirble Member be pleased to state 
if Goveniment hove made any attempt to get the information asked for 
in this question? 

Tilt Hofl’ble Mr. 4. DONALD. I have nothing further to add. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Budgat ft tbs Qtvtmmtiit df Bangal. 

Thd HOfl’bId Mr. d. DONALD: I beg to present the Budget of thr 
Government of Bengal for 1920-27. 

It is once agaiu my priviUge to present to this Council the Budget 
Estirootes of the Government of Bengal. 

The estimates for 1920-27 which I now lay before the CoMncil differ 
in two respects from those which T have presented during the past three 
years. They are different, firstly, in form. In the first place tbetd 
is now uo real distinction Wtween the different departments. They 
are all, for reasons well known to the Council, reserved. We have* 
how^ever, maintained a semblance of distinction by the use of the expres- 
si<»n *' Reserved A ” to indicate the entries which, had the constitu- 
tion intended by the Government of India Act been maintained, would 
have been shown as transferred. Some changes in the detailetl fora 
of the estimates will also be observed. The expenditure on Forest* 
has been divided into ordinarj" expenditure ” and ** capital expendi^ 
tore Stores from England which used to be shown in the High 
Commissioiter’s budget are now shown under the subject grouts to 
which they relate, while Loss by Exchange on all expenditure in 
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J>ngla&d| formerly shown in the subject grants as expenditure in India, 
as now shown under the heads to which the expenditure is actually 
debited. There is also a change in the classification of the expenditure 
on the commutation of pensions; this is fully explained in the Finan- 
cial Statement. We have also made certain changes which should 
:bcilitate a better understanding of the grants and the demands that 
nre actually made before this Council. Another innovation is the pre- 
sentation, along with the Civil Estimates, of the detailed draft estimates 
both of the Irrigation and the Public Works Departments. These are 
not ordinarily prepared until after the Civil Estimates have been passed 
by the Council, but this year we have arranged for their earlier pre- 
paration so that they may be in the hands of the members of this 
Council along with the ordinary Civil Estimates, in which the estimates 
uf these Departments appear merely as major heads without particular 
details. In doing this we hope to meet the criticism, which has been 
made in certain quarters in recent years, as to the insufficiency of the 
details of our Irrigation expenditure. 

In essence too the budget for 1926-27 is different from that presented 
by me last year. The nightmare of our provincial contribution has 
ceased to disturb us, and although it has been remitted but temporarily, 
we may, as I said in the Budget discussion last year, safely assume 
that the contribution will not be levied again. In that case we can 
writh greater confidence give more attention to the demands of recur- 
ring expenditure that are so insistent. Freed from the anxiety of our 
contribution, the preparation of the budget for the coming year has 
been to us a matter of less difficulty than in past years, and, although 
our resources are still limited and our financial position can never be 
fully assured until a settlement more in accord with the needs of the 
Province and giving freedom for expansion is vouchsafed us, we have 
been able, as I shall attempt to show before I sit down, to make some 
^advance in adding to existing activities and in devising schemes for 
the general improvement and amelioration of Bengal and its people. 

Before I proceed to explain our financial. })Osition, I should like 
io inform the members of this House that, following on the trend of 
the speeches during the discussion on the budget last year, His Excel- 
lency the Governor has decided this year to limit the discussion on the 
budget to two days. Apait from these days, opportunities are afforded 
for criticism of the policy of each department when the different demands 
sire made, and I think it will be generally agreed that a discussion on 
the work of each department separately is likely to be more advan- 
tageous and effective than a roaming discussion on all the activi- 
ties of Government comprised in a speech limited to fifteen minutes 
duration. And L would again repeat our usual invitation to those 
•desiring any infohnation or explanation of any items in the budget. 
Ifr. Woodbead and I will be at the service of any such membm and 
arill gladly afford them every assistance. 
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{ do not pit pose on this occasion again to refer to our financial 
postikm since the commencement of the Reformed constitution— it is 
alread^r known to the members of this House. For the present I will 
leave out the dark side of the picture and confine myself iv bringing up 
to date our exact financial iwsition, and elucidating our programme for 
the coming year. 


1924.1925. 

1 must in the first place comment on the working of the year 1924-25 
in regard to which my remarks last year were in the nature of anticipa- 
tion. We now know with accuracy the actual financial results of that 
year. The revised estimate of receipts for the year 1924*26 was 
Bs. 10,27,14,000 and the expenditure Rs, 9,99,48,000. These figures 
exclude receipts and expenditure outside the Revenue Account. The 
revenue turned out better than expectations by about Rs. 7} lakhs. 
There were minor increases and decreases under several heads, but the 
main variation was under Stamps, where the receipts were as much us 
Rs. lOJ lakhs over our estimated figure. I originally anticipated a 
revenue of Rs. 3,30,00,000, hut corrected this later on the basis of 11 
months* actuals to Rs. 3,20,00,000, There was. however, a recovery in 
March, and in addition we received an increased assignment fitim the 
Government of India on account of unified stamps. Our original figure 
of Rs. 3,30,00,000 was more than realised from ac tual collections. 

On the expenditure side, there was a saving compared with 
our revised estimate to the extent of about Rs. 23J lakhs. Expenditure 
under almost every head fell short of our estimate. The 
variations were generally small, hut taken together over the 28 heads 
of expenditure they amounted to Rs. 23J lakhs. Bringing in loan and 
capital operations, our total expenditure amounted to Rs. 9,85.15,tK)0 
and our closing balance was Rs. 1,93,91,000 instead of Rs. 1,01,80,000, 
the figure show’n in the final estimates as presented last year. The 
year ended with a surplus of about Rs. 58 lakhs in the Revenue Account. 


, 1925.1926. 

Let me tuiii now to the current year. It will be remembered that 
when I presented the estimates foi 1925-26, in February 1925, I included 
in our proposed expenditure the payment of our provincial contribu* 
ti<» of Rs. 63 lakhs and an outlay on new schemes of Rs. 58^ lakhs, 
while on the revenue side I anticipated an increase in the Excite 
revenue, and some substantial increase in our receipts from Stamps. 
Later our provincial contribution was remitted, and disappeared there- 
fore from our estimates. Our anticipations in the matter of the Excite 
revenue have not, however, materialised. It is esGmated that the 



160 


INTEODUCnOK OF THE BtTDOET. [19th Fib. 


leveniie will be practically tbe same as that of 1924>25 if the sale pro- 
ceeds of excise opium, which are now adjusted under this head, as I 
explained last year, i^re excludled. This fall is due partly to a con- 
siderable decrease in the quantity of country spirit consumed in the 
Calcutta excise area and partly to a decrease in the receipts from Indian 
made foreign liquor consequent on the cheap price at which imported 
foreign liquor can be placed upon the market. The depression in the 
coalfields and the high price of rice have also adversely affected the 
pachtcai revenue. 

Stamps have on the other hand largely exceeded our expectations. 
We took credit for our increased assignment in fixing the estimated 
revenue at Rs. 3,41,50,000, but, apart from this, the receipts have 
increased considerably and we now expect to realise Rs. 16^ lakhs over 
and above our original estimate. Instead of the Rs. 10 lakhs incrjpase 
I anticipated last year, we expect to get a total increase of Rs. 20J 
lakhs. It is difficult to explain the large increase, it is common to 
all stamp receipts, but we now seem to be reaping the benefits of 
the increased taxation imposed a few years ago. 

The revised estimate indicates also a large increase from Regis- 
tration fees. As the members of this House are no doubt aware, the 
rates of registration fees were raised in some cases, with effect from 
the 1st June last, and, accompanied by an increase in the number of 
documents registered, have increased our income from this source by 
about 47 per cent. The revised estimate is Rs. 37,50,000 as against a 
budget of Rs. 25,50,000. The revenue from Forests is expected to be 
about Rs. lakhs better than anticipations, but on the other hand, there 
will be a drop in the receipts from the Entertainment and Amusement 
Tuxes. Land Revenue shows a fall which is more apparent than real, 
and is primarily due to a change in the dates of certain kists of some 
estates in Burdw^an from March to June. The receipts of March next 
in these coses will now not come in till June and hence disappear from 
the receipts of the current year. There are some variations under the 
other heads of receipt which I need not enlarge on here — they will be 
found in the Financial Statement. But, in the result, we conclude that 
our revenue, exclusive of receipts outside the Revenue Account,^ during 
the current year will, on the figures of receipts so far available, be 
just about Rs. 15 lakhs in excess of the budget figure. 

On tbe expeuditui'e side, the budget as passed by the Council in 
March, 1925, contemplated, exclusive of expenditure not charged to 
Revenue, the spending of Rs. 10,67,43.000. To this was added in the 
supplementary estimates last rains a sum of Rs. 12,59,000, thus making 
available for ej^nditure in the year a total sum of Rs. 10,80,02,000. 
On this there will be savings in a considerable measure due to tbe fact 
that it was not found possible to give full effect to the schemes for 
« which money was voted in the rains session. An instance in point is 
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ill# frovision for the recurring expendrture on the Eye Hoapital. 
AmblBigst cases where the full budget provision has not been requinvi 
nre “ cost price of excise opium ” — our indents on ,thc factory for opium 
were less than had been anticipated'—our contribution to Bihar and 
Orissa for the Ranchi* mental hospitals, the grant for rural water-supply, 
to which I shall refer later, and various other items of a lesser char- 
acter which will be found in the Financial Statement. The greatest 
variation between the budget and the revised, as shown in the abstract 
given in the Financial Statement, is under the head ** Civil Works 
This is, however, more apparent than real — part of the expenditure 
under this head, representing the charges on the Police Housing 
Scheme, hns been transferred to the head “ 60 — Civil Works — not 
charged to Revenue Loans and advances by the local Government 
are considerably less than the estimate, due to generally good agri- 
cultural conditions and to the non-utilixation of the full amount pro- 
vided for loans to various co-operative organisations. On the 
other band, there is a considerable increase under “ Superannuation 
allowances and Pensions It is still difficult to estimate accurately 
under this head because the full effect of the general increase 
in salaries sanctioned during the last few years has not been reflected 
in the actual exi>enditure on “ Superannuation allowances and Pen- 
sions It is also difficult to estimate with acrura(*y the amount to be 
paid in any one year to other Governments as the commuted value of 
the {>ensions payable ]»y those (Tovernraents to retired officers of the 
Bengal Government resident within their jurisdiction. Further this 
year payment has had to Iw made of the arrears carried over from 
last year of the amounts due to other Governments on account of the 
commuted value of pensions. These amounts were not adjusted last 
year because the budget provision was inadequate. Gn the whole the 
total saving of the year is estimated at Rs. 33,13,0(K). 

With the additional income and the savings in expenditure 
during the year 1925-26 we expect to end with a surplus on Revenue 
Account of about Its, 13 lakhs. Our closing balance at the end of 
the year is expected to Rs. 2,26,32,(KK) ; this figure includes 
Rs. 10,70,000 in the Famine Insurance Fund and Rs. 15,00,000, being 
the loaii taken from the Government of India for the development 
of the Port of Chittagong. 


OpBiriNG Balanc es. 

We start then the year 1926-27 with a sum of Rs. 2,26,32.0<'0 in our 
balances. Of this Rs. 10,70,000 appertain to the Famine Insurance 
Fund. To this fund we are required to contribute annually until the 
accumulated total reaches six times the amount of the annual assign- 
ment when we may suspend temporarily provision for the unnual 
emstfibution. (At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the^ 
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Chamber and the Dejf^uty President took the Chair.) That limit will 
be reached next year, provided no unforeseen calamity occurs nec«i» 
sitating expenditure from the Fund, and further contributions will 
then be unnecessary. But we are still in possession of about two 
crores in our balances and the question may well be asked how it is 
that we have allowed our balances to grow to this extent. The answer 
lies in the uncertainty as to our provincial contribution, and the con- 
sequent difficulty in meeting new expenditure, particularly of a 
recurring character. The remission of the provincial contribution 
permitted us to have surplus years, when otherwise they would have 
been deficit. We have gone a good way towards utilising these 
surpluses, but our power to do so was limited. Building programmes 
are limited by the expenditure which the Public Works Department 
can undertake yearly. But the main restriction has been the diflSculty 
of meeting recurring expenditure. Many of the larger and important 
schemes which involve capital expenditure necessitate considerable 
recurring expenditure which we did not see our way to finance while 
the financial contribution still hung over our heads. With the position 
as it is to-day we are on better ground, and in the proposals for new 
expenditure in the coming year to which I shall come shortly we 
intend to utake greater use of otir balances than we have in recent 
years. We hope it may be possible later on in the year to bring for- 
ward additional proposals for further expendituie from our balances 
on schemes which have not yot sufficiently matured for presentation at 
this budget session. 


Receipts, 1926-1927. 

The revenue in the year 1926-27, excluding loan operations, I antici- 
pate at Rs. 10,76,78,000 — an increase of about Rs. 17 lakhs over the 
revised estimate for the current year. Rs. 11 lakhs of this arises 
from the consideration I have already mentioned — the change in 
the kut date in certain estates in Burdwan ; this is not really 
an increase in revenue. The remainder comes principally from 
** Stamps but even here the figure is not large. After the 
very heavy increase in the revenue from this source during th^ current 
year, we do not feel justified in anticipating any great rise in 1926-27 
and 1 have consequently made the moderate increase of Rs. 4 lakbt. 
From ** Excise ” we expect the same revenue as in the present year, 
and considering the fluctuations of ** Registration ” receipts we have 
made only a small addition to allow for the fact that the new rates 
will be in force for the whole year instead of for ten months as in the 
current year. The variations under other heads are small and are 
explained in the Financial Statement. I may mention, however, one 
item, that of interest. We have large balances, and in order that they 
should not remain idle we have invested a fairly large sum with the 
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Gowmiient of India npon which we draw intereet. Excludinff 
opwitions then onr ordinaiy receipts for 1926-27 are eetimated at 
R«. 10,76,78,000 as against Rs. 10,59,84,000, the revised figure of 
1925-26. 


Expendituhe, 1926-1927. 

The expenditure which we contemplate in 1926-27, exclusive of 
expenditure outside the Revenue Account, amounts to Rs. 10,97,29,000. 
This is Rs. 29J lakhs over the expenditure in 1925-26 as passed 
by the Council last March, over Rs. 52 lakhs in excess of the revised 
estimate of the cuiTent year, and Rs. 20J lakhs over and abovi^ 
our anticipated revenue. AVe are drawing on our balances to the extent 
of this last figure, Rs. 20 J lakhs. If we were to allow merely for the 
development of existing activities our exi>enditure would ba* 
Rs. 10, 45, ^7,000, and we should Iw budgeting for a surplus of 
Rs. 81,dl,000. We profKwe utilising this surplus, and drawing on our 
balances for the execution of new schemes involving an ultimate' 
expenditure of Rs. 11,58,(KK) recurring and Rs. 60,36,000 !jon-recur« 
ring of which Rs. 9,J15,0rK) recurring and Rs. 43,17,(KK) non-recurring 
will he required in 1926-27, In determining the amount of recur- 
ling expenditure we mu.'<t have regard to the difference between 
existing normal income and existing recurring charges with due notiew 
of exj)enditure of a recurring nature either to which we are committed 
or which is likely to W inevitable in the immediate future. I inaUmeO' 
in the category of such commitments the salaries of Ministers, we* 
must provide for the contingency of Ministers being again apjminted, 
and a contribution to the cost of constructing and maintaining the^ 
Howrah Bridge. 

In addition to the expenditure I have already mentioned the^ 
budget for 1926-27 provides for an exjienditure of Rs. 28} 
lakhs outside the Revenue Account, Rs. 5} lakhs for the repayment of 
loans to the Government of India, Rs. 6 lakhs for loans to local bodies, 
co-operative credit societies and cultivators, alwut Rs. 9j lakhs for 
Calcutta Police buildings, Rs. 4^ lakhs for the Damodar Canal project 
and Rs 3| lakhs for expenditure on the commutation of penaiont of 
retired officers. 

The figure of Rs. llj lakhs for new recurring expenditure is about 
the limit to which we can safely go at present, and 1 may anticipate what 
f shall refer to later on by saying now that almost half of this new 
recurring expenditure is devoted to Education. Of the new items of 
non-recurring expenditure Rs. *39 lakhs are devoted to works to be 
executed by the Public Works Dejrartment, the remaining Es. 27} 
lakhs will be expended in other directions. 

I shall now proceed briefly to describe the proposals for the expendi- 
ture in 1926-27 and the more important variations in the budget aa 
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feon^pared with the present year under the various heads. These are al 
net out, of course, in the Financial Statement and I will leave member 
of the Council to make themselves acquainted from that statement wit] 
the schemes of lesser importance on which it is hardly necessary fo 
me to dwell this afternoon. 

The provision under the head of Land Revenue is about Rs. GJ lakh 
in excess of the revised for the current year. The cost of administra 
tion is much the same, but we have made a special additional provi 
eion during* 1926-27 for improvements in our Government Estates, whil 
our expenditure on Colonization projects will be materially larger ii 
that year. The programme of settlement operations, both majoi 
and minor, has reached the years at which the charges are at a maxi 
mum and accounts for an increased expenditure of about Rs. 4 lakh 
^ compared with the current year. 

The Excise expenditure is about a lakh less than that of the curren 
y^ear. We have jmid off the cost of the opium in our treasuries under th( 
new system, and in future will merely have to pay for what we ge 
for the year's consumption. The only new administrative item in thii 
department is the introduction of the Tree Tax System for tari. Th< 
•additional ex()enditure which this involves will be more than compen 
aaied by the additional revenue. 

The outlay on Forests is, as I have already explained, divided int< 
two heads, according as whether the charges are debitable to Capita 
Account or otherwise. In this department we contemplate nev 
expenditure amounting to about Rs. 3} lakhs. This is required foi 
the pn)i)er development of our forests. We cannot get the full benefi 
•of our forest resouivea unless we oi)en them out and obtain greatei 
accessibility. We should in due course rea]> a considerable har^’est ai 
the result of this expenditure. 

The demands of the Irrigation Department under the various head! 
ai*e now grouped togetlier in one grant. This is the most convenieni 
-course, seeing that the accounts of the various heads are so interlaced. 
The expenditure under each particular head is set out, however, ii 
•detail in the Financial Statement, and as I have already said, th« 
detailed estimates of the department are being furnished to members 
of this House. Taking Irrigation as a whole, irrespective of th< 
manner in which the accounts are maintained, — I do not propose tc 
trouble tbe Council with complications of this kind — it is our inten- 
tion to spend a considerable amount in the next few years. The dredging 

the Hoorhoora and Baxi Khals will be finished this year. Next yeai 
•we continue operations on the Madaripur Bhil Route, start on th< 
improvement of the Gobra Nala in Murshidabad, on fiushing th< 
Bhairab River in the Meherpur subdivision of the Nadia district, or 
measures of protection against floods in the Ghatal subdivision, and or 
^cavatiug the Muchihana Channel on the right bank of the Damodai 
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Ritfr. We propose also to commence tlie Damodar Canal Project, a 
laiEKf scheme intended to irrigate a large tract in the Burdwan Division. 
The estimated cost of this scheme is Rs. T8 lakhs. It will of coune 
be a loan project. Until we complete our loan arrangements, we pro- 
pose to meet the charges of construction in the first year — about 
Rs. lakhs — from our balances, recouping them later from the loan 

when it is sanctioned. 

The General Administration budget is up by Bs. 2 lakhs. This is 
mainly due to the provision of Rs. 2J lakhs for expenses in connection 
with the elections to the Indian and provincial legislatures which will 
take place during the coming year. The only other new feature worthy 
of note is the provision of Rs. 48,000 for Circle Officers in pursuance 
of the existing policy in the department of Locjal Self-Government. 
Certain building schemes are proposed. These are given in the Finan- 
cial Statement, and I need make no spc^cific referenee to them here. 

An increase of al)out Rs. U lakhs in the Administration of Justice 
budget is due to ordinary fluctuations in the charges for establishment. 
Several new judicial buildings are contemplated, including munsifis at 
Tangail, Bankura, Ilatiya, Balurghat and Kandi. 

An increase of about a lakh in the Jail budget is explained by 
several items, each involving comparatively small expenditure. With 
the closing of the Jute Mill in the Presidency Jail, the outlay on raw 
materials for jail manufactures is considerably diminished. 

In the Police budget, there is an increase of alK)ut Rs. 4 lakhs 
over that of the current year. The small difference in the Presidency 
Police chargers is mainly due to ordinary fluctuations. The main 
increase is under the District Executive force in the Bengal Police. 
We have made a special grunt of Rs. one lakh for the imjiroveinent of 
the equipment in the thanas. A sum of Rs. 64,000 has been provided 
for the payment of house-rent to sub-inspectors of Police. These 
officers are by virtue of the conditions of their appointment entitled 
to free quarters, or an allowance in lieu thereof. Hitherto we have 
in our financial stringency failed to meet our obligations in this 
matter. Now that we are in a position to meet the charge, we can- 
not defer longer the payment to these officers of their just dues. A 
sum of an almost similar amount has also been provided to improve 
the pay of these officers. At present, they receive a salary of Rs. 80 
rising by increments of Bs. 10 every five years to Rs. 100. This is 
considered quite inadequate — the rate of increments is not particularly 
sound. We now propose that the increments shall be Bs. 5 every 
two years. The provision of Rs. 61,000 is intended to meet this iitt- 
provement. 

On the building side, three new i^chemes are contemplated— one the 
reconstructiem of the Barisal Polioe Reserve Lines, condemned ae 
unsuitable and insanitary more than ten years ago, at a cost of 

12 
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R». 3,32,000, of which Rs. IJ lakhs will be required in 1926-27, the 
second the construction of police buildings at Asartali in the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts, and the * third a duplicate set of machinery for 
working the cooling plant at the Police Morgue. We cannot run the 
risk of a breakdown in the machinery with the terrible results that 
would accrue therefrom in a crowded locality. 

In the Medical Department we propose to spend Rs. lakhe 
more than in the current year. This is exclusive of new buildings on 
which we intend to devote Rs. lOf lakhs, of which Rs. 4,36,000 will be 
spent in 1926-27. The advance is greater than the increase over the 
current year’s figure would seem to represent, since, by the completion 
of the Mental Hospital Buildings at Ranchi, we are almost free from 
the payment of our contribution on account of construction to the 
Government of Bihar and Orissa, while our own charges on such hospi- 
tals have also diminished. The subject in which the Council is perhaps 
most interested is that of medical schools, and the members of this House 
are doubtless eager to hear some details as to our intentions in this 
respect in the coming year. It was only the other day that we had a 
discussion in this Council in regard to the establishment of a medical 
school at Barisal, when my hon’ble colleague in charge of the depart- 
ment explained the policy of Government in this matter and out- 
lined the programme we intended to follow. Since that time we have 
determined on a new line of policy which should enable us, with the 
assistance of the local authorities interested, to expedite the pro- 
gramme, and, if the people and local bodies in the districts where it 
is proposed to establish schools will make an effort and put down their 
share of the money, I do not see why by the end of the next year 
we should not have five new schools — which should suffice to 
meet requirements for many years to come. Apart from the time 
that is occupied in securing the neqessary local contribution, 
we have had difficulty ourselves in being able to provide the Govern- 
ment share of the recurring expenditure on these schools. It is the 
difficulty in the matter of recurring expenditure that has stood in the 
way of progress in many directions. Our difficulties have not been 
quite so great as regards capital charges. If we could in any way 
lessen the recurring demand on Government it would be possible to get 
on faster with the new schools, and the new policy is directed to that 
end. The policy that has prevailed has been as follows: The local 
people and local bodies are required to put up part of the capital cost 
and part of the recurring charges of the scheme which involves both 
the expansion of the local hospital and the construction of the school. 
Government bear the balance of both the non-recurring and recurring 
charges. To bel slightly more precise, we have asked ths local people 
to finance the reconstruction of the hosjutal and its increased recurr- 
ing charges and to make a substantial contribution towards the capital 
cost of the school, while Government meet the balance of the oa]Mtal 
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ed«l of the school and ita entire recurring coat. What wc now pro* 
{ifMe In do is to fund and invest the local contributions for capital 
charges and use the interest from this investment in reduction of the 
Government share of the recurring charges, and in return for (his 
Government will bear the whole of the capital expenditure. By this 
procedure we do not ask that the local contributions shall be increased 
as compared w'ith the demand under the old policy. We merely put 
the local payment into a different form. The effect of this policy is to 
reduce the recurring demand on Government to a sura which we 
should have little difficulty in meeting, while we are in a position to 
meet from our balances the capital (diarges involved — they are roughly 
Rs. 8 lakhs. In the budget for 1926-27, we have made no provision 
for recurring charges, because the schools will not be in a posiiioj) to 
start until they have been built and the hospitals have been adapted 
to meet their requirements. Steps will \ye taken in the coming year 
to make these arrangements in those districts where we have already 
come to an agreement with the local authorities. There is a sum of 
Rs. 1,20,000 for grants to hospitals to enable them to be improved to 
meet the requirements of a medical school, and we have provided a 
further sum of Rs. 1,55,000 for the construction of the medical 
schools themselves. When we have come to an agreement in respect 
of the other districts we shall not hesitate to come to this Council and 
ask for the balance of the funds necessary to complete the scheme. 
If the local authorities bestir themselves, I see no reason, as I have 
said, why we should not have five new medical schools in working 
order by the beginning of 1928. 

The main j)roject in our building irrogramme, apart from medical 
schools and hospitals (‘onnected therewith, is the extension of the Eden 
Hospital. Members of this Council are pnibably not unaware of the 
criticism that has been made recently on the arrangements for the 
teaching of midwifery in our Medical College. Certain measures have 
been taken to mwt the defe<*ts in this connection, but our medical 
teaching will not be adequate, if the qualifications of our gmduates 
are to bear comparison with the generally recognised standards of the 
present day, unless greater facilities are provided for instruction in 
this subject. The extension of the Eden Hospital will meet this pur- 
pose. Even apart from this, the great demand for admission to this 
institution, so ably administered as it is by surgeons of great skill and 
ability, necessitates its immediate expansion. The work is estimated 
to cost about Rs. 8J lakhs — it will take some time to complete, and 
Rs. 2 lakhs is the estimate of the amount we expect to spend in 1926-27. 
We propose also to effect improvements at the Venereal Hospital at 
Alipore at a cost of half a lakh, and to provide permanent accommoda- 
tion in the School of Tropical Jledieine for the Pasteur Institute, lor 
the housing of which makeshift arrangements are at present made in 
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that institution. A small grant of Rs. 2,000 to the Mission Hospital 
at Chandragona in the Chittagong Hill Tracts to enable it to build a 
ward for kala-azar patients, a building grant of Rs. 10,000 to the 
Mission Hospital at Dayabari, and a grant of Rs. 65,000 to the Zenana 
Mission Hospital at Jiaganj for the extension of the Hospital, also find 
a place in the budget — as also a non-recurring grant of Rs. 16,000 to 
the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium in Darjeeling, to relieve it from the 
financial difficulties into which it has fallen. A sum of Rs. 50,000 has 
also been provided for a building grant to the Carmichael College and 
Hospital. There are also some other items mentioned in the Financial 
Statement to which I need not specifically refer. 

I now come to Public Health. We have not been unmindful of the 
necessities of this department in its various activities, and the provi- 
sion that we have made for this department in J926-27 exceeds the 
expenditure of the current year by Rs. 12 J lakhs, a great advance as 
compared with recent years. Water-supply, both in municipalities and 
rural areas, sewerage, cholera, kala-azar and malaria have each and 
all shared better fortune. 

In the budget of the current year, a sum of Rs. 2h lakhs was pro- 
vided for rural water-supply. This sum was distributed to Com- 
missioners who allotted it in consultation with the local officers to the 
various districts. The full sum has not been spent for two reasons, 
firstly, because it is a condition that, where a local contribution is 
required, it should ordinarily be spent before any part of the Govern- 
ment giant is disbursed, while at the same time a portion of the grant 
is kept in hand till the work is certified to have been satisfactorily 
completed. As I explained last year. Government assistance 
in this matter is after all meiely an earnest of Government's desire to 
stimulate local authorities in their endeavours to cope with this 
urgent problem. Where, therefore, it is feasible and desirable, some 
local contribution is an essential of the scheme. The second reason 
for the non-spending of the full grant is that the end of the financial year 
fal.j in the middle of the working season. In cases where this has occur- 
red, there will l>e a re-allotment of the lapsed amount in the coming year, 
eo the programme of work will not suffer, and, as you will see from 
the budget, a sum of Rs. 2,84,000 has been provided. 

Not less important at the present moment than the supply of good 
drinking water is kala-azar. It is the intention of Government to 
carry on an intensive campaign against this fell disease during the 
next three years. It is our hope that as a result of this campaign the 
disease will be stamped out to such an extent that it will then be 
possible to cope with it through the medium of the existing healih 
and medical organisations. Experience will test the validity of these 
expectations. Meanwhile, we propose to increase the existing provision 
to Rs. 2 lakhs each year in the next three years, and while providing 
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t]iii Mm in the budget for 1926.2T, we have earmarked a aum of 
Bl. 3 lakhs in onr balances to meet the additional provision in the 
succeeding two years. 

The budget provides for the funds retjuired during 192G-27 for the 
completion of the Dacca Sewerage Scheme and for the Government 
contribution towards the Titagarh Sewerage Scheme. It includes an 
additional recurring provision of Its. 30,000 for intensive anti-malarial 
measures, bringing the total annual expenditure up to lU. 80,000, and 
the expenditure on the free distribution of quinine to loc‘al bodies has 
been increased for the year 1920-27 by Us. 30,000 to Rs. 1,50.0(K). 
Further, we are assisting Darjeeling, Pabna, Chandpur, Nailmti and 
Birnagar with grants-in-aid toi their water-supply schemes — I lie 
details will l>e found in the Financial Statement. 

Agriculture also shows an increased expenditure — not so marked 
perhaps as in the case of the department to which I have just referred. 
The department is by no means at a standstill and several farms are 
under construction and should, by the end tif the eomiiig year, be 
in working operation. In certain matters, and in partieular those 
relating to agricultural education, there have been some changes in 
policy whi('h have necessitated a recasting of the original schemes, and 
they have not sufficiently matured for imwporation in next year’« 
budget. We have provided, however, for the appointment of a cattle- 
breeding expert and for the organisation of jute and paddy sale 
societies. And in addition to a sum of Rs. 20,000 in the Irrigation 
budget for a conveyor in connection with water-hyacinth operations, 
we have included a sum of Rs. 50,000 for experiments with a view 
to the determination of an effective plan for the eradication of this peat. 
Similar remarks apply to the Industries budget, where the new expendi- 
ture is at present confined to additional grants-in-aid to tei-hnical and 
industrial schools, additional peripatetic weaving centres and the 
strengthening of the Industrial Reseaich Laboratory. 

On “ Home Charges ” there is a large increase over the revised 
estimate, but this is practically entirely due to a nivisimi of the clawi* 
fication of exchange ” itema— this is fully explained in the Financial 
Statement. 

Under '‘Civil Works proper", there are five new schemes. I'he 
Council will perhaps remember that during the current year we are 
effecting improvement.s to the Rishi Road between the Teesta Bridge 
and Kalimpong. This improvement, as I explained last year, is neces- 
sary in order that our valuable estate at Kalimpong should be developed 
ami secure to us an adequate return. An essential consequence of the 
improvement of this road is the replacement of the Teesta Bridge b> 
a more modem bridge capable of carrying the heavy traffic which should 
follow. This is estimated to cost just under Rs. 3i lakhs of which 
Its. li lakhs will be required iu 1926-27. For the development of the 
estate an improvement of the Rinj^kingpong ridge road is also retired 
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to serve the higher areas where the more important residential and public 
buildings will be located. This is not a very expensive scheme. It 
will cost only about Rs. 15,000. 

We have had much criticism lately in regard to the Barrackpore 
Trunk Road, and it will, I think, be generally agreed that we must do 
something to improve this road and maintain it in a better condition. 
We propose taking up this woik at once — ^it will take 3 years — pro- 
gress must, to some extent, depend on the water-supply operations of 
the Calcutta Corporation. The scheme is estimated to cost Ra. 4J 
lakhs of which Rs. IJ lakhs will be required in 1926-27. Two smaller 
schemes are one of Rs. 20,000 for protective works against river erosion 
at the headquarters of the subdivision at Gopalganj and Rs. 16,000 
for arboricultural operations on the Duars roads. 

I have left Education to the last ns it is a department with which 
I am more intimately concerned. 

There are doubtless some members of this Council who may think that 
Education may receive more of the loaves and fishes now that the 
department is in the immediate charge of the Finance Member. Some 
of these may be inclined to demur at this, as it may prove detrimental 
to the interests of other departments — others may welcome it, as they 
have a preference for Education. But I would again repeat — althougii 
there are some who do not, or will not, understand the correct j)roce- 
dure— that it is not the Finance Department or the Finance Member 
that is responsible for the distribution of monies available for new 
expenditure-— that is the concern of the whole Government and not 
nt any of its Members. It is necessary again to emphasise this, because, 
in fact, Education has on this occasion come out very well in the 
allocation arul has obtained a very substantial share of the money 
that is available for new expenditure. Tlie budget for 1926-27 provider 
for a total expenditure on Education of Rs. 1,39,60,000, inclusive of 
expenditure in England, which is Rs. 7 lakhs over the revised estimate 
of the current year. On new expenditure we have committed our- 
selves to a total of Rs. 7,68,817 non-recurring expenditure and of 
Rs. 4,96,862 recurring exi)enditure ; of this Rs. 7,68,817 non-recurring 
and Rs. 3,78,397 re(‘urring find a place in the budget for 1926-27. 

No further sum has been included to finance w^hat are knowm ns 
Bis.s IMmary Education Schemes. Such schemes are made on the half 
and half Wis, and Government can only spend as much as the local 
bodies— -municipalities and unions — are tbemselvea prepared to spend. 
The sum available this year has not all been required, and it is, I am 
afraid, evident that we can meet all our needs during the coming year 
by merely repeating the provision made during this year. During the 
past year or two there has been a certain amount of encouraging res- 
jxmae to the Government offer of half and half contribution, especially 
in Chittagong, Budge Budge, Asar^sol, Comilla, Berbampore, Dacca, 
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as in a certain number of unions, but progress is painfully slow, 
aj|4 we have not thought it necessary to make any further provision 
undar this head. Should, contrary to our expectation, the number of 
schemes put forward by local bodies exceed the provision made, supple- 
mentary provision will be asked for from Council as was the case this 
yew. It will be seen that, owing to our inability to spend money in 
this way on primary education, we have decided to allot money for 
other means of improving primarj' education. For some years TJniver- 
sity and secondary education hovS been absorbing the lion^s share of the 
funds available for educational expansion. The new provision we have 
been able to make in the past five years for University and College 
education alone, even apart from Secondary Education, exceeds many 
times the grants we have been able to make for Primary Education, 
and it has become obvious that we are spending disproportionately on 
higher education and neglecting the masses. We are, therefore, this 
year commencing a policy of increasing our funds for primary educa- 
tion. The amount until our finances have still further recovered can- 
not be large, but we can at least make a beginning and lay down the 
[principle that primary education is entitled to a fair share of the funds 
available for educational expansion. 

Dealing with schemes in the budget I would first instance the 
Islamia College. This College is approaching completion and it is 
expected that the building will be ready and the college opened in July 
next. The staff, with the necessaiy recurring expenditure, will cost 
about Its. 1,37,000 annually. From July on to the end of the financial 
year, we shall require a lakh of rupees and this ssim has been provided 
in the budget. For the David Hare Training College a demonstra- 
tion school is ncrcssarj'. The building has been completed. Furniture 
and equipment will cost us Hs. 11,750 and the recurring cost for a full 
year will be Its. 29,802; during 1926-27 we shall require all the capital 
expenditure, Ks. 11,750, and Its. 12,141 in recurring charges. 

Capital expenditure, unconnected with the schemes 1 have just 
mentioned, is of two kinds in the one case it consists of expendi- 
ture on building.s in connection with Government institutions, in the 
other of grants to private institutions towards expenditure on equip- 
ment and new buildings. We projiose Ui spend Rs. 2,67,000 in 
providing hostels for the Dacca School of Engineering, and Be. 2,00,000 
in rounding off the Presidency College area. This latter expenditure 
is necessary in order to remove an unsuitable busii area in the vicinity 
and to provide, while conditions are favourable, land for the inevi- 
table expansion of this institution. A Hindu hostel for the Krish- 
nagar College to cost Its. 8^3,700 is another feature in our budget 
proposala. We also intend to move the Dacca Intermediate College 
into part of the new Government House building at Dacca at a cost 
of Ra. 21,000. Of grants to private institutions, we propose to give 
Rs. 78,000 to the Queen's Hill School at Darjeeling. The authoritiee 
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of tills school have constructed a fine new building on an excellent 
site at a cost of Its. 3,52^000, and GoTemment have agreed to assist 
them to the extent 1 have mentioned. The authorities of the Brahmo 
Girls* Schools in Calcutta also meditate the construction of a new 
building and Government propose to assist them in their operations 
by a grant of Its. 66,050. A building grant of Rs. 37,000 odd to the 
Shamsea Zenana Madrassa at Garden Reach is the other main item 
of expenditure of this kind. There are one or two minor items which 
will be seen in the Financial Statement. 

There remain two other items— one dealing with Primary Educa- 
tion, the other with the Calcutta riiiversity. I have already referred 
to the Biss Scheme under Primary Education and the progress that 
is being made. The whole question of primary' education is a vast 
one involving enormous expenditure, and, as members of the Council 
will doubtless have already observed, a serious attempt is being made 
to grapple with the problem. The Education Department has under 
consideration certain measures, and Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Oaten have 
already discussed certain proposals with representatives in ever>’ divi- 
sion of the Province. The propc^sals have not yet come before Gov- 
ernment --they are purely departmental — but the discussions that have 
taken jdace will be of great assistance when they are taken into 
consideration by Government. I hope it may be possible to place 
the considered opinion of Government, with concrete proposals, before 
the Council in the rains session. Meanwhile we have considered 
whether it is in any way po.ssible to improve the present position, 
and we have come to the conclusion that wc should extend to all 
trained teachers in aided primary schools the benefits in the shape 
of additional emoluments that have hitherto been confined to only a 
proportion of their number. It will, I think, be agreed that 
generally the pay of primary teachers is not adequate, and that an 
adequate remuneration to the teacher is an essential condition in any 
system of education. We can meet the case of all trained teacher® 
in aided primary schools and maktahs for boys by an additional provi- 
sion of Rs. 2 lakhs and we have mode provision for a recurring annual 
charge of tliis amount in the budget. 

I now turn to the Calcutta University. We have already made a 
non-recurring grant to this University to meet the deficit that existed 
in their finances, and, as I told the Council last year, we have had 
under consideration the question of a recurring grant to enable the 
University to balance their incomings and outgoings. As I observed 
last year, we had not then arrived at a settlement of the amount 
necessary for thij; latter purpose, but bad anticipated that about Rs. 2 
lakhs would suffice, and provision was made in the budget to this extent. 
We have since that time closely examined the figures and disoussed 
them with the University, and I am now able to let the Council and 
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thr UniTersity know our final decision in the matter. The T^niver- 
ftitf ^emselves put the figure at Rs. 3 lakhs and asked for a recur* 
ring grant of this amount. In working out the details, a difference 
of opinion arose as to the total receipts of the Fee Fund. The Univer- 
sity calculations put the figure from this source at Rs. 47,000 lesa 
than we had calculated. Eventually we agreed that we should base 
our calculations for the computation of the recurring grant on tho 
figure at which we ourselves had arrived, but that should it fall below 
this figure, we should accept liability to the amount of the deficit 
up to Rs. 47,000. A similar issue arose as to the figures relating 
to the Law College Fees -where the difference Wtween us was 
Rs. 10,000. We have agreed to treat the Law College fees on the samo 
Hues as the receipts from the Fee Fund. In other worth, we accept 
a contingent liability in connection with the giant of Rs. 67,000. 
If the fees I have spoken of fall below the figures wo have adopted 
to the extent of Rs. 47,000 in the Fee Fund and Rs. 10,000 from 
the Law College fees or any le.sser uniounts, we shall be liable for 
tlip amount of such deficit to that extent. The University claim over 
and above this is Rs. 12,40,000. If we agreed to give Rs. 2,40,000 aa 
a definite sum, they would g*t Rs. 0 laklis if their figures prove 
correct and their claim would l>e met in full. If our figures are 
correct then Rs. 2,10,000 meet their claim. The (juestion then remains- 
- are we to accede to their request and admit this claim of Rs. 2,40,000, 
or will any smaller sum suffice to meet the University^ requirements P 
AVe have had discussions with them to ariive at agreement. It is not 
easy to determine with reference to post actuals the normal amount of 
actual expenditure under different heads, while it is at the same time 
desirable that the funds of the University should be able to meet ita 
normal requirements and that Government should not be faced with 
demands from time to time towards meeting charges which form air 
ordinary part of the administration of the University but cannot be- 
met from existing revenues. As I have said, past actuals are not 
a very accurate guide to detennine a definite figure, while at the same 
time there is a considerable difference lietween our figures and those- 
of the University in the matter of fees. We have therefore decided,, 
in concurrence with the University, that whatever grant is made shall 
be in the first instance for a period of five years. At the end of that 
[>eriod, the matter will come under revision, and with the cxperionco 
cf the five years it should be possible to arrive at a more af*curate 
and definite figure of the recurring grunt which the ITniversity should 
receive from Government. These are the considerations which have inffu- 
ence<l us in coming to a decision; and subject to the clear understand- 
ing that no demands will be submitted or entertained for additional 
grants for the ordinary administration of the University, we have- 
decided to make for the five years commencing the 1st July 1925 ai» 
annual grant of the sum of Rs. 2,43,000, with, as I have already taid^ 
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a coutingeut liability for Ils. 57,000. In other words, we meet the 
request of the University in full. A sum of Rs. 2 lakhs has been 
provided in the budget this year and the balance payable will be found 
by re-appropriation. For next year Rs. 2,4*3,000 have been provided. 
We take this figure because it is what, as I have explained, is in 
our opinion the amount required. If we are wrong and the Univer* 
eity’s calculations are correct, we will arrange to provide for the deficit 
in the fees — on our calculations — up to the accepted contingent liability 
of Rs. 57,000. It is a matter of satisfaction to us that we have been 
able to meet the demand of the University in full. The University 
will, I am sure, appreciate our decision, and I do not imagine that 
this Council will have any hesitation in voting this grant. 

Our local loan operations in the coming year are of small amount. 
We advance Rs. 38,000 for improving the Ichakhali and Maliaish 
khals, and we lend Rs. 30,000 for the organisation of paddy and jute 
i«ale societies and Rs. 50,000 for co-operative housing societies in 
Calcutta. Municipalities and district lM)ard8 propose to borrow from 
W8 in 1^26-27 to the extent of Rs. 1,92,000 only. 

It has l)een customary to make comparisons as to (he alloc^atiou of 
our new expenditure on the subjects classified up to the present year as 
reserved and transferred, and as members of this House may have some 
difficulty in extracting this from the estimates or the details in the 
Financial Statement, I will summarise them briefly here. Our new 
expenditure involves us in a liability of about Rs. 78 lakhs. I leave 
out of account loan operations, c.< 7 ., Police buildings in Calcutta and 
the Damodar irrigation project, and loans and advances to municipali- 
ties, etc., and minor departments, such as the Press, whose activities 
relate to all departments alike. Of this new expenditure of about 
Rs, 78 lakhs about Rs. lU lakhs is recurring, of which the “ Reserved^' 
budgets take about Rs. 3J lakhs and Reserved A or “ Transferred ** 
the remaining Rs. 7J lakhs. This recurring expenditure entails with 
it a capital expenditure of Rs. lakhs which is almost entirely 
absorbed by Public Health. As regards capital exj)enditure, the 
reserved takes about Rs. 15J lakhs and the transferred, Rs, 51 lakhs. 
These figures I could again modify in favour of the ” transferred ” 
•side, ns there are some irrigation st'hemes costing several lakhs, which, 
though they appear in the Irrigation budget, are really measures of 
sanitation and agricultural drainage. 


Summary. 

This, Sir, completes my review of the budget. It is a plain 
exposition of our financial position at the present time and our 
proposals for the coming year. The Council will, I tbink, agree 
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that jt is largely a budget for what are often termed the nation- 
building departments* Subjects classified in recent years as trans- 
fermd subjects have received the lion’s .share of new expenditure* 
Education, public health and medical departments have all received 
generous and substantial provision for their present needs, and the execu- 
tion of various schemes that are meditated should prove of immense 
value to the well-being of the people of Bengal. There are directions 
in which more attention might have been given, if more funds had been 
available and, as I have already said, there are schemes under examina- 
tion which we desire to push on as soon as possible — schemes whicdi are 
not yet sufficiently mature for inclusion in the budget at pn^sent— 
for which we have kept some margin of reserve. But I think the 
Council will agree that a marked advance has been made. That we 
have been able to make such an advance is practically entirtdy due 
to our increased receipts from Stamps If I exclude the increase 
in ** Registration ” receipts, which is the result of recent enhanced 
rates, and the increased revenue from which has already almost 
entirely been hypothecated by the schemes to which the Council gave 
its assent last rains session, “Stamps” is the only head amongst our 
revenues from which any very material increase has been derived. 
Excise receipts are at a standstill, and it is a question, as opinions 
go to-day, whether we can place great reliance on increasing revenues 
from this source. C>ur stand-by is thus practically limited to Stamps, 
unless we are to explore new sources and impose extra taxation. And 
we cannot expect that w*e shall always have such a marked growth of 
receipts from “ »Stamps ” as we have ha<l in the present year. Fail- 
ing new taxation then — and 1 do not propose to suggest any measure 
of this kind- -except perhaps on schemes of very considerable magni- 
tude which could not 1h* financed on our existing n'venues or on any 
alteration of our settlement even to our liest hopes- our possibilities 
of expansion in the future must necessarily he circumscribed. We 
have so far l>een able to carry on and to make some advance. 
We have been able to do so Ix'cause our provincial contribution has 
been temporarily remitted and because we have ourselves imposed 
taxation. But with the limitations on our elastic sources of revenue, 
I do not foresee possibilities of any great expansitm in the future. 
I do not think, liowever, the rouncil can complain that with the funds 
at our disposal we have lK*en neglectful of or have paid insufficient 
attention to the needs of the people. No matter how liberal we may 
have been in these directions, there will be doubtless some who will 
maintain that we might have devoted a larger proportion of our 
expenditure in popular directions. I would ask all such to take a 
broad view of the various demands on our funds in a fair and impartial 
spirit, and they will, I trust, agree that our proposals for the expendi- 
ture of the funds at our disposal have been conceived with every 
eympathy for the needs of the people of this Presidency, In that 
trust I present to this Council the budget for 1926-27. 
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TlM Hon^bto Sir HUGH iTEFHCNiOil: It ia cuatomaiy after the in- 
troduction of the Budget for each member to say a few words about 
the departments in his charge. On this occasion I do not think it will 
be necessary for me to speak at* any great length about the interest of 
the departments in my charge because in the present composition of 
the House 1 trust I shall be speaking to the converted. 

On General Administration the only new item practically is the 
provision for returning the Council again in November, this covers an 
amount of Rs. 2^ lakhs for the elections both for the Assembly and 
the Provincial Council. 

In the Judicial Budget, as was explained last year, the bulk of the 
expenditure under High Court is no longer voted, as it has been trans- 
ferred to the non-voted side. For the rest, the main iibms of expendi- 
ture are Law Charges and the expenses of the inufassal courts. It is 
very difficult to foresee exactly what the Law Charges will amount to 
because it depends entirely on ihe cases that come up in the course of 
the year. 

As regards the expenses on the Civil Courts, the general position in 
the provinces is improving with regard to the disposal of civil work, 
but on the other hand, the Sessions in the provinces are longer and 
longer and in some districts are almost continuous. We have, there- 
fore, an increasing demand for assistance in the shape of Additional 
Sessions and District Judges. We have made provision as far as we 
can foresee for next year for this, and the reason why the provision 
has been made in the voted items and not in the non-voted items is 
that the majority of these Additional Sessions Judges belong l*o the 
Provincial Judicial Service. 

Coming to Jails, I explained last year what our general policy 
underlying Jail Administration was, to improve the condition and work 
of our jail staff, and t'o improve the condition of the prisoners both 
during incarceration and afterwards, and to improve our jail build- 
ings. As far us at the last' item is concerned we have practically nothing 
in the budget. The only Civil Works scheme we put forward is a 
pi’ovisiou for a veitindah in the Rajshahi Jail to enable the prisoners 
there to tuke their fcMid under shelter which at present they cannot do. 
The provision for buildings is a very big item which we cannot tackle 
at present. As fur as the improvement of the conditions of service of 
our jail staff are concerned, as I said last year, we improved the pay 
of the warders and the subordinate st'alf; in the coming year we pro- 
pose to give them certain concessions which will put them on the same 
footing as the Police. They are not very exi)ensive; they include the 
provision of a pass when they go Vo their homes on furlough and the 
provision of a uniform once a year instead of once in 18 months. 
They are slight concessions but they add very considerably to the 
contentment of the staff. 
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As regards the condition of the prisoners we are raising our es- 
pei^^ture under the^ head clothing, and we have iuci'eased our provi* 
sioh for prison diet. A subject which I mentioned last year and 
which I am afraid we have not gone forward with as much as I hope.], 
i.s the question of a Borstal institution. Last year I told the Council 
that we proposed to turn the ITijili Jail into a Borstal institution. We 
found on examination that it would Ite very much more expensive than 
we thought, and that the accommodation would not he nearly as satis- 
factorj’ as we had hoped it would Ite. We therefore looked round for 
another way of introducing the Borsthl system and we propose now to 
turn the Bankura Jail into a Borstal institution. Estimates are being 
prepared and it is anticipated that the Bankura Jail can he fitted up 
entirely as a Borstal institution with workshops, play grounds, etc., 
and a staff of instructors. 

In August luvst year we asked for a i>rf»vision for improving 
Juvenile Jail in Calcutta at an expenditure of something like 
Rs. 73,000. This work has practically been completed. The Juvenile 
Jail is a veiy' unsatisfactory institution. It contains n Inrjle nuiiiliei 
of youths who are convicted in the mufassal and sent down to the 
Juvenile Jail in Calcutta; that’ in itself is not sat is factory* , It is nt>t 
sound to bring a youth from the country into Calcutta. Se<?ondly. it 
houses a considerable number of youths from 16 to 18 years or even 
younger who are convicted by the ordinary^ courtfe of Calcutta, and the 
mixture of boys that range in some cases from the ages of 11 up io 
21, is bad. Also there have recently l>een complaints that nlthougli 
the Children’s Act was passed many years ago, itf has not been brought 
into operation because there are no reformatory schools to which the 
persons convicted can l>e sent. Our present scheme is to turn the 
Juvenile Jail into a Reformatory School or an Industrial Schi>ol. This 
depends upon when we shall be able to transfer from the Juvenile Jail 
all those pri.sonei's who are alM»ve the age of 16 to 18 veal's; we are 
making tliese arrangements pending the time that the Borstal insiHtu- 
tion is ready at Bankura. When we can do that we can declan? the 
Juvenile Jail to be an Industrial S<*hool under the Childi'en’s Act. 
We can then bring the Children’s Act into force in Cahmtta and 
Howrah, The moment that is in ft>rce no one under the age of 16 
.years can be sentenced to imprisonment by any Court’ in Calcutta or 
Howrah, but w’ill have to be sent to the Industrial Schoed. 

We have made arrangements to place the Juvenile Jail as it is 
now under a Superintendent who is also a technical instructor. The 
moment we declare it to be an Industrial Sf'hool the Jail Department 
will cease to have anything further to do with it and if will go under 
the Education Department. This I hope we shall be able to carry 
out in the course of the next few months. When the Bankura Jail is 
ready to be a Borstal institution we shall have to introduce a Borstal 
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Act became there is no use starting an institution of this sort unless 
you can get some power to keep the offenders there for a certain length 
of time and we have prepared and shall introduce in the August Ses- 
sion a Bill on the lines of the Madras Bors'^l Act. 

Coming now to the vexed question of police 

Mr. PRESIDENT : We shall have to adjourn for prayers. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

The Hon’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON ! Sir, on the question of 
police I shall say very little. This year we have kept within our 
budget figure — we are a lakh below. For the next year our budget is 
something over Rs. lakhs al>ove thai* of this year. As I said during 
the last budget discussion, the Police Department retrenched some- 
thing over Rs. 7 lakhs on the report of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee. "That amount has since been swallowed up in normal ex- 
pansion and in the exigencies of the abnormal political situation. We 
are now al>out Rs. 2 lakhs less than the budget figure for 1922-23, As 
regards retrenchments the only one outstanding from last year is the 
question of the abolition of thanas. We then alndished 11 : we have 
now abolished 17 more and propose to abolish a few more still, and 
the total savings will l>e about a lakh. Of the Rs. 3 lakhs excess in 
the next year’s budget, Rs. 2J lakhs is made out of 3 items which have 
been mentlioned in the Financial Statement. The house-rent for sub- 
inHi>ectors is merely in lieu of free quarters. All police officers from 
inspectors dowmwaids are entitled to free accommodation. We have 
given free accommodation to a large number of sub-inspectors, but the 
rest have to pay for their own accommodation, which is a breach of 
faith. We projwse to right that now at a cost of Rs. G1,(X)0. 

The second item is that of putting right the grading of sulMnspect- 
ors. Their pay was raised in 1919, and owing to financial stress, we 
accepted then a most inequitable grading wherein the increments were 
quinquennial, and I vhink the House will agree that it takes the heart 
out of any man on a scale of salary if he can get no increment for five 
whole years. We propose to remedy this by giving them biennial in- 
crements of Rs. 5; that is, we propose to give them Rs. 5 for every 
two years instead of Rs. 10 for eveiy^ 5 years. The increase is not very 
great, but it will be a great relief to them. 

The third item is a lakh for improving the equipment of the 
thanas. In . malarial districts we must have mosquito nets. The 
House had this before it on several occasions and on those occasions 
opinions were expressed against it and Government gave way. But 
it is forced upon us by the Health Department and by the medical 
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afleirs iliat it is an utter waste of material and u-aste of money to 
lelW our constables in malarial thanas without mosquito nets. We 
pr^jppfio to remedy this now. 

Then, Sir, one more word on the subject of the Calcutta Police. 
On the last occasion the House passed an estimate for the Calcutta 
Police building scheme which was ihen under consideration. The 
estimates for this year show’ how far we have pmgi'essed. We have 
got the work well in hand, and by the end of next year I trust they 
will all be completed and Calcutta will have police buildings of ita 
own which will be a source of pride to ii* and which will be an excellent 
investment and improve the Calcutta Police force enormously. The 
evidence of the Commissioner of Police and of the Police Surgeon in 
regard to the buildings which have already l)een completed and ov- 
cupied is overwhelmingly in favour of them : they have reduced the 
sick rate enormously and inipi'oved tbe health, morale and discipline 
of the force, and have improved the quality of w’ork that the Commis- 
sioner of Police can get out of them. 

So far as these Calcutta Police buildings are combined I think the 
Council has never made in recem' years a l>etter investment than the 
building of the police thanas of Calcutta. 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia • I Wtmld like to say a few words regarding the princi()n! 
departments in my charge : — 


6 — Land Revenue. 

I propose to refer briefly to the grants with which the Revenue De- 
partment is concerned, and then deal wiA the Irrigation and Is^icol 
Self-Government Departments. 

The first grant which the Council will be asked to vote is that under 
the head “ 5 — Land Itovenuc As the figures given in the Financial 
Statement show, it is expected that there will Ik* a saving of uliout 
Rs. 2J lakhs on the budget estimates for the lurrent year, but still 
we are asking for a grant w'hich is Rs. 4 lakhs al)ove that of lost year. 
This increase in our demands is divided Wtween the head ** Manage- 
ment of Government Estates ” and the head ** Survey and SetUement. 

The increase in the demand for the costs of the management of 
Government estates is partly due to recognition of the fact that the 
present assignment of per cent, on the collection of these states is 
not sufiicient to enable ibe Board of Revenue to carry out the agri- 
cultural, sanitary and other improvements which are required, A per- 
manent increase in this assignment is necessary, if the Board are to 
do this work sysietpaiically, but for t%e present we have to be content 
with a non-recurring grant of Be. 76,000, in addition to tbe regular 
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^raut of Rs. 60,000 for agricultural improvements. This sxim in- 
cludes a sum of Rs. 25,000 for minor water-supply projects. An addi- 
tional grant' has also been made for the construction of offices and 
<iuarter» in the 24-Pargana8 Sundarbans. I hope that the Council will 
agree wil'h me that, if more money is spent on these improvements and 
cu the beneficial and profitable work of colonisation in the Sundarbans 
of Bakarganj and the 24-Parganas, it will be money well spent. 

Under the head of Survey and Settlement ” we are asking the 
Council for about Rs. 3 lakhs more than last year. The reasons for 
this are given in the Financial Statement, and I need not say more 
than that the only new works for which provision is made in the 
budget are the commencement of traverse survey in Burdwan district 
and minor re-settlement operations in Government and teniporarily- 
aettled estates which are already over-due; and that otherwise the 
estimates provide for expenditure on operations already in progress. 
The increase in the total provision is chiefly due to the fact that the 
two major operations in the Murshidabad-Birbhum and 24-Parganas 
aettlemeiili and the revisional work in Chittagong are now reaching the 
stage of maximum expenditure. 


22 — General Ad ministration . 

The estimates for the heads under “ 22 — General Administration ” 
with which the Revenue Department is (‘oncerned, rir., Board of 
Revenue, Commissioners, District Administration and Other Establish- 
ment do not call for any comment. We have not proposed any 
^expenditure on new whemes, and the total provi<led in the estimates 
tinder these four heads is a little less than the amount voted last year. 


15 — Irrigation. 

In regard ib the Irrigation Department, in accordance with the 
promise made last year, the budget has l>een presented in much greater 
detail than l>efore. The revenue derived under the seveml heads fn>m 
water rates, tolls and miscellaneous revenue has l)een shown separately 
and the accemnts have been slightly nli'ered to show the figures for the 
Sundarbans Steamer Route independently of the Calcutta and Eastern 
Canals. 

The total grant for “ Extensions and Improvements ** during ihe 
<Turrent year was Rs. 4,17,000 and the revised estimate is placed at 
Rs. 2,41,000 : the reduction is due to the fact’ that it has not been 
possible to proceed with the reconstruction of the ToUygunge and 
Alipore bridges, because of a change in procedure under which these 
two bridges, together with the Chitpore, Manicktola, Narkaldanga and 
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bridges will be reconstructed by the Calcutta Improvement 
Ti^: these six bridges have been grouped together and work on the 
Mwcktola bridge will be commenced this year : next year the Chib 
pow» Belliaghata, Tollygunge and Alipore bridges will be taken up. 
In addition, the Garia bridge over Tolly’s Nala was found to be unsafe 
and new girders are being supplied, the cosf of which will be met 
partially from this year s grant and partially from next. 

As all these bridges aro very weak it is uet^ssary to reiwstruet 
them as early as possible, so tfhat the restrictions on traffic at present 
in force may be removed. 

Other small works in progress will be completed this or next year 
and the only new item for next year not already mentioned is for an 
office for the Executive Engineer, Khulna Division, who will be posted 
at' Khulna instead of in Calcutta as at present, where he .is not in pro- 
per touch with the work of the Division. 

Under the head ** Maintenance and Repairs ” the revised estimate 
has been increased from Rs, 8,1(),(KK) to Rs. 9,20,000 for reasons already 
stated in the Financial Statement'; the dredging of the Doa Agra has 
been completed and the clearance of the Bhangore khal has recently 
l>een put in hand. Next year the estimate for repairs is Rs. 6,04,000 : 
the reilutnlon of over Us. 21 lakhs is due to the completion of the Doa 
Agra dredging and riHluced cost of upkeep of the suction dredgers, tw’o 
of wdiich have lieeii tli(»rongh]y repaired this year : next year the 
dredgers will not be working full time. It has been observed that 
each time the Doa Agra had been dredged, the river deteriorated 
rapidly. The formation of bars and shoals in Channel Cn^ek and the 
Subtarmukhi also continues, so that it will he necessary shortly to 
dredge tliem at considerable m-urring expense*. 

Under head “ 15 ” is entered the upkeep of all works not included 
under " XIII In the < ase of the Eden Canal the expenditure both 
this year and next is above normal, he(*uuse of (he repairs to the Chow- 
haria bridge and silt clearance of the channels at the head of the canal. 
The remodelling of the Jamalpur sluice is in progress and will Im» com- 
pleted by the coming monsoon, and will enable a flush to Ik? sent down 
the Kana Nadi and iSaraswati during the moii«t4Kni. 

The dredging of the Htmrhrnira and Buxi khals has l>een completed, 
the Amirahad drainage project, which was held in abeyance, has been 
restarted and will he completed next year. The mnstrucllon of a re- 
gulator across the Kamarnala has been put in band and the proieo 
tion of the hank of the Baigoonhari khal at Mymensingh has been com- 
menced and W’ill l>e completed next year: this work is requirml for 
the protection of the Civil buildings and towm, as the Brahmaputra 
is changing its course and the whole river threatens to pass through 
this khal. 
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New ilfems mcluded under the head works for next year are for the 
puit^haee of a mechanical conveyor for the removal and dertruction 
of water-hyacinth on the rivers and canals in charge of the Irrigation 
Department : — 

(J) the purchase of a launch to replace the Falcon, which has 
be<^me old and is unsafe, there being no other suitable 
launch available; 

(2) flushing the dead reaches of the Bhairab river between the 
Jalangi and the Maiabhanga in the Meherpur subdivision 
of the Nadia district — a length of about 60 miles — which 
will be a sanitary improvement of great value in an area 
where malaria is at present intense; 

(S) the improvement' of the Gobra Nala in the Murshidabad 
district by connecting the head near Ealukhali with the 
Bhairab : the Gobra Nala is never flushed with fresh water, 
with the result that the water stagnates and is unfit for 
human use; 

(4) tftie construction of an escape for flood water in the Chetooa 
embankment near Ghatal to relieve the pressure of high 
floods round Ghatal : the total estimated cost of remedial 
measures in this vicinity is Rs. lakhs, the cost of i^he 
escape will be Rs. 75,000, but it is not intended to proceed 
with other items in the project at present'; 

(J) the construction of a sluice at Dhutkhali in the 24-Parganas, 
to replace a sluice which was washed away some years ago; 
and 

(6) the excavation of the Muchihuna channel in the Burdw'au 
district to relieve the pressure during floods against the 
Damodar embankment. 

Under “ Repairs and Maintenance head “ 15 B there is a small 
increase during the current year due to the damage done tb revetments 
at Pabna by a storm, and the construction of a retired line of embank- 
ment on the Bhagirati. Next year's estimate is much the same as the 
original current year, but contains an item of rupees one lakh for 
dredging shoals in the rivei*s in the Dacca district. The reduction in 
normal maintenance charges is due l*o the fact that.no floods have oc- 
curred in the rivers on the western side of the Prt)vince last monscMm, 
though work still remains to l>e done in completing the filling of 
breaches round Ghatal. 

Under head “ 16 ” is included expenditure on capital account 
charged ^ revenue. The current year's grant has had to be modified 
as shown in ihf Financial Statement to meet outstanding liabilities in 
oonneetion with compensation for crops on the Lower Kumar river after 
that tiret was dredired. and an excAss on the drtdiring of sidicir* 
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^ Damodar Canal I may say that this projwt | 0 i‘ 
iil^ting: an area of nearly 2 , 00,000 acres in the Bunlwan and Hotighly 
dnteots has been under the consideration of Government for a gtiod 
mftay years and was sanctioned by t*he Secretary of State in 1921 : for 
financial reasons Government have not previously considered it advis- 
able to proceed with this important scheme but have now decided to 
commence construction next year. This canal will cost alxmt Rs. 78 
lakhs and will take 6 years to complete, but will l>e sutliciently ad* 
vanoed to enable a partial supply to l>e given in the 5 th year and will 
treble the irrigai'ion from Government canals in this Pixjvince. The 
work will be financed from a loan and is expected to give a return of 
7*6 per cent, on the capital outlay in the 12th year after it is completed. 
At present) an area of only 20, (KK) acres is irrigated from the Kdeu 
Canal in the two districts named, and the supply is a precarious one 
because there is no weir across the river and the water runs to waste t 
the new canal w’ill take off from the Damodar alx)ut’ 25 miles to the 
west of the town of Burdwan, and c*ontrol will he secuied hy a weir of 
4,000 feet in length, fitted with up-to-date appliances fur regulation. 
The canal will irrigate a portion of the Galsi thnna, which periodi<*ully 
suffers from failure of crops and w’ill also lie conne<*ted with the Kden 
Canal, the irrigable area on which will be increased to about 54,(KK1 
acres. 


— Mcfliral. 

I would now turn to the Medi<al Department. The Medical Budget 
for 192()-27 provides for a considerably larger expenditure under the 
different heads than the current year’s budget. This will lie evident 
from the fact that although the provision for mental hospitals has come 
down by Rs. -1,81, (KK) due mainly to the buildings for the Rant^hi Indian 
Mentnl Hospital having been completed and to the closin(g of the mental 
hospitals at Berhampore and Dacca, the total provision asked for is 
greater than the provision for 1925-20 inclusive of the supplementary 
grants by about Rs. 70,0(K). The increased expenditure is largely due 
to provision for non-recurring grants to certain private hospitals and 
dispensaries including grants for the purpose of the establishment of 
medical schools. Provision has Wn made for a grant of Rs. 59,900 for 
the Carmichael Medical College to enable the authorities of that insiitu* 
tion to build an Anatomical Block. The budget also provides Rs. 5,000 
for the scheme for the association of indej>endent Indian doctors with 
the staff of the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta, and (Rs. 12,000) for 
Post-Graduate Study of Sub-Assistant Surgeons. The first named 
scheme was first mooted a long time ago but effect could not be ^iven to 
it for want of funds. 

The outstanding feature of the budget is the provision for medical 
schools. Some years ago the Medical School Committee recommended 

19a 
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tli€ establbhineiit of medical schook at certain district headquarters. 
OoTemment have hitherto not found it possible to act in accordance with 
tilie recommendation of the Committee in view of the unsatisfactory con- 
dition of the provincial finances. Now that the outlook has improved 
it is hoped to start 4 or 5 medical schools in the near future. The inten- 
tion is that the capital cost of these schools should be provided by 
Government while the contributions to be realised from local bodies and 
private subscriptions will be capitalised to meet the recurring charges 
of these institutions. My Hon’ble Colleague the Finance Member has 
already explained the policy of Government and I, theiefore, do not 
propose to say more on the subject. All that I need say is that it is 
our earnest desire to push on with the medical schools. Provision has 
accordingly been made for a grant of Rs. 1,20,000 for the improvement 
of the local hospitals and Rs. 1,55,000 for construction of buildings. 

It is hoped that the new medical schools will turn out an increased 
number of men willing to practise in the mufassal ; and that their pres- 
ence together with the provision of additional dispensaries in rural 
areas will go far to meet the medical needs of the village people. 

33--Puhlw Health. 

I iifiw come to the head — Public Health ”. The Hon’ble the 

Finance Member has elaborately explained to the House the future 
polic y and the proposed activities of the Public Health Department of 
which I have the honour to be in charge and I do not propose to repeat 
them. Nor do 1 wish to tire the House with a detailed examination of 
the comparative figures and statistics already explained in the Financial 
Statement. I may, however, be permitted to draw the attention of the 
House to a notable feature in the budget of this department, I mean to 
a considerable increase in the pixivision for grants for public health 
purposes. We have provided a sum of Rs. 24,(K),(KK) in this head as 
against Rs. 15, (>0,000 in the budget for the current year. We have pro- 
vided Rs. 2,00,500 for anti-kala-aaar and Rs. 80,000 for anti-malarial 
measui'es. The policy of Government with regard to these is to supple- 
ment the resouix'es of local bodies by means of liberal grants and thereby 
to encourage them to spend freely from their own funds. It is indeed 
gratifying to find local bodies devoting greater attention to the diagnosis 
and treatment of these diseases. Both the Anti-Malarial Co-operative 
Society and the Bengal Health Assmuation at whose disposal large sums 
of money are placed by Government are doin(g excellent work by organis- 
ing anti-malarial societies in rural areas and educating villagers on 
tbe causes and cure of malaria. It is hoped that the activities of these 
societies in the direction will be on a large scale and will be of great 
benefit to the^villagers. 

Provision baa been made for continuance of the grants made to local 
bodies for the upkeep of centres for the training of indigenous dais and 
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|^^{iirtli«r development on the game lines. District Boards and Ifnni* 
cnplities show an increasing readiness to avail themselves of the help 
oll^d by Government and to open new training centres. 

V 

In the current year’s budget theit* is a provision of Rs. 25,000 for 
maternity and child-welfare. Out of this amount Rs. 15,000 is ear- 
marked every year for the Baby Week and Rs. 10, (KM) is available for 
dm training. The latter amount l>eing insufficient, the next year’s 
budget provision has been increased by Rs. fi.tKH) so that Rs. loJMW) will 
be available for dot training. This will enable bwal Ixalie^ who have 
now appreciated the value of the work and are anxiou.s to start centm 
for the training of dais, to establish additional eentres bringing the total 
up to 00. 

The increase in the provision for the free tlistribiition td (juinine to 
local bodies from Rs. 1,20, 0(W) to Rs. 1.50, (MK), the provision of 
Rs. ‘i, 00, 000 for publie health organisation in the district and that of 
Rs. 2,84, OIKI for rural water-supply are also noticeable features of thift 
budget which, I am sure, the House will find satisfactory. Large 
grants have also been made for some large projects such as the Dacra 
and Tittaghar Sewerage schemes and the Chandpnr and Naihati Water- 
works. 

I think I have now mentioned all the important items under the 
different departments in my charge; but if further informations on any 
point are wanted, these will be given if the hon’ble members would see 
the Se< retaries in the departments or myself. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, it ha.s been my privilege to have 
been put in charge of the departments most of which I had to ndminigter 
during my first ministry. I need hardly remind the Council of the keen 
interest I then took in the development of the various departmenU 
entrusted to my charge and I can assure my friends in the House that 
that interest has not in the least abated during the years that have inter- 
vened. 


6 — EjtrUe, 

The first budget bead with which the departments under my charge 
are concerned is 6 — Excise I have very little to add to what my 
Hon’ble Colleague in charge of the Finance Department has laid before 
tbe Council. He has explained the main causes which contribute to 
bring about a fall in the excise revenue in the ensuing financial year. 

On tbe expenditure aide of the budget only one new ackeme baa been 
provided for. Tbe defective ayatem of manufacture and aale of ian im 
Cilenita and ita aitburba baa recenUy attracted tbe attention of Oovenn- 
mmt To improve tbe control ovmr ita numufaetura and aalo in ibeea 
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areas we have approved, as an experimental measure for 3 years from 
the 1st April, 1926, a scheme for the introduction of the tree-tax system, 
which has proved very successful from the administrative point of view 
in the Howrah and Hooghly districts. The scheme, I may explain, will 
ultimately prove a remunerative one; hut the experience gained in the 
Hooghly and Howrah districts shows that no increase of revenue can be 
expected for this source during the first year of its introduction. 


8 — Forents. 

The next department in my charge is the Forest Department. 

The satisfactory position shown by the figures of the revised 
estimate is that there has been a substantial increase in revenue with 
an expenditure less than that of last year. I can with the more confi- 
dence ask the Council to agi-ee to the larger expenditure on development 
which is proposed in the budget estimates. In his speech last year the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur mentioned with regret that it had not been 
possible to provide for any paH of the two lakhs which the Conservator 
of Forests recpiired for the work of development, the construction of 
roads and paths, bridges and culverts, the removal of (dvstacles which 
impede the traffic in rivers, the construction of rest-houses and quarters 
for the men working in the forests, the purchase of material and 
machinery, all of which must be pi-ovided if the Forest Department are 
to meet the expanding demand for forest produce and maintain the 
ateady growth of revenue. For this work of development a regular 
annual grant of a lakh is re(juired. This was the sum provided in 
1920-22, but in the lust four years the expenditure only has been limited 
to Rs, *18,000 in 1922-2*1 and Rs. 80,000 in 1924-25 ; nothing was provided 
in the other two years. The result is that the work is greatly in arreai-s; 
and I hope tliat the Coumu*! will agree with me that the provision of a 
lump grant of Rs. 1,84,4(K1 for this purpose and Rs. 19,800 for similar 
work in tlie Chittagong Forest Division is reasonable. 

Tlie change in accounting which is responsible for the appearance of 
the new heads “ 8A and “ •52A ” to .show capital outlay has been 
explained in the Financial Statement. The im'reased cost for establish- 
ment is mainly due to the formation of a new division for the Attia 
Forest. This is a private foiwt of which Government have undertaken 
the management on the request of the proprietors. The cost wiR 
ultimately lie met from the revenues of the forest. The only other item 
to wdiich I need refer is the provision of Rs. 60,000 for khedda opera^ 
tions in Chittagong Division. The Council will remember that a sum 
6t Rs. J10,000,was provided in this year’s budget. The Conservator, 
however, found that he could not safely undertake the khedda with this 
amount. There is always an element of risk in these operations, and 
If the first attempt had failed, the money provided would not have been 
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snlhBent to carry on tke operations to a surressful issue. It was there- 
fo^ 'decided to postpone this khedda until larfter provision could be 
m^. The Collector has reported that the elephants have become a 
nuisance to the people living near the forest, and it is important in their 
interests that there should be no further postponement. 

^ — l^egisf ration, 

I would now advert to the Rejjrlstration Budget for which in 

less than that for the current year by Rs. 15 thousand hut exceeds the 
revised figure by the same amount. The savings in the ix'vised estimate 
mainly occur under the head “ I)i^trict ('hargiv' " and are paiily due 
to savings under “ Pay of officers “ and partly to the non-payment of 
rent for the building belonging to the Government of India at present 
occupied by the Calcutta Registration Office, the (piestion of the admis- 
sibility of the claim of the Government of India for rent not having yet 
l>een decided. 

The Government of Bengal have raised (he i*egistration fees with 
effect from the 1st June, 1925. As the fee under Article A of (he Table 
of Fees under the Indian Registration Act, PM18 (XVI of 1998), remains 
unaltered in cases where the value of projierty does not exceed Rs. 250, 
the increase in the fee rates is not felt hv the poorer classes; hut owing 
to the increase in the tee under the ixuniiining Articles of the above Table 
of Fees, an increjise of annual revenue of mon» than Rs. 12 lakhs is anti- 
<*ipated although the estimated expenditure for 192fi-27 is not likely to 
exceed that for the current year. The whole (»f the additional income 
thus realised is being made available for expenditure in the departments 
which were transferred ones before July, 1925. 

;]4 — AfjrfcaUure. 

I now turn to the agriculture. And I shall premise my observations 
on this head of the budget with a few’ intioductory remarks. A* the 
Council is aware, I was in (diurge of this department for 0 years in 
another capacity and I need hardly remind the Council of the special 
interest which 1 take in the development of the important industry of 
agriculture. I1ie various problems relating t4> agriculture in all its 
branches have received the eaiaest attention of Government and we are 
anxious to forw’ard developments in all these directions which are #o 
insistently demanding our attention. 1 wish it was possible to present 
before the Council a budget showing greater developments under agrt- 
enlture; my departments have not so far fared so well as the depart* 
ments of i^blic Health and Education but we bo|)e to lie able to ask the 
Oonnml at an early date to provide Junds for important developments 
under these heads. We have, however, been able to provide for several 
•ehemeeof development which had been long waiting lor lunds^ 
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I shall now deal first with the head of Veterinai^ Charges 
Besides providing for the normal expenditure of the department a pro- 
vision of Rs. 10,370 has been made for giving effect to the lon^ outstand- 
ing scheme of revision of pay of the Inspectors of the Civil Veterinary 
Department. The existing scale f»f pay of these ofiicei’a ia 
Ks. 100 — 5 — 175 which was sanctioned as far back as 1909. Since then 
the cost of living has increased very considerably and the proposal to 
revise the pay of these officers with reference to the existing economic 
condition has been postponed from time to time on various gmunds. 
As the revision of pay of almost all other seiwices has been already 
sanctioned on economic and other grounds, there is naturally a genei*al 
discontent prevailing amongst these officers. The feeling of this 
Council itself on the subject has been evidenced in the nuineiT)US 
Council (|uestions asked from time to time. It is proposed to i*aise their 
scale of pay to Ks. 125—1(1 — 225 with effect from 1st April, 192(>, and I 
am confident the Coun<‘il will readily agree to this reasonable demand 
for the hettennent of the pay and pros])ect of this useful body of public 
servants. 

Advert injg to the Agriculture Budget proper, I would spe^ ifically 
meution the provision made for three items of new expenditure. First, 
a provision of Ks. 14,5(K1 has been made for the enteHainment of u ( attle- 
breeding expert. The improvement of the breed of cattle is closely 
allied with the development of agriculture for it is needless to point out 
that umler the conditions prevailing in Bengal, the cattle play u most 
important part in agricultural practice. Besides, tiiere is the question 
of impnwement of the milk-supply which depends entirely upcm the 
improvement of the breed of cattle. From both these points of view the 
importance of cattle welfare can hardly he exaggerated. Experiments 
for the iiiiproveinent of cattle, which are being (onducted at the 
llangpur Cattle Farm and the Dacca Faim, have now reached a stage of 
development which ( alls for expert guidanc e to give effect to the lesults 
obtained and to popularise them. The Department has already made 
some headway in this diret^tion. Animals of good stature and carry- 
ing a good milking strain have been evolved and the pedigree bulls 
reared on the farms have been sent to district farms for service of local 
oows. There has also lieen a demand for these bulls. But further pro- 
gress is not iK)Hsible without the services of an expert. In fact the 
Director of Agriculture has lieen keenly feeling the want of a local 
cattle expert and in the absence of such an officer he has had on several 
occasions to seek the advice of the Imperial Dairy Expert on various 
questions relating to .the problem. The Council will, I trust, therefore, 
agree that it will be false economy to put off any longer the appointment 
of a cattle-iheeding expert for the province. Hie motions for the 
introductiem of a Cattle Bill and a Pasture Bill as well as numerous 
previous Council questions and resolutions on the eubject are instmMea 
of the keen interest evinced by the members of tkia Gouneil in the 
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of cat^e improvement. This encourages mo to indulge in the 
h(^. that the Council will fully appreciate the paramount need for 
a oattle-breeding expert. I may add that the proposal does not 
involve any large outlay. 

Secondly, a provision of Rs. 8,902 (lls. 7,5(K) non-r(H‘urring and 
Rs. 1,402 recurring) has been made for the purchase of an oil engine 
and a thresher. Some lab<»iir-saving machinery has ahvady l>ecu pur- 
chased for preparing and preserving cattle fodder at the Dacca Farm. 
As these machines are power*dri\en, the necessity for buying an oil 
engine to run them hardly icciuireN any explanation. 

Lastly, I shall deal with the provision for continuing the can>paigii 
against water-hyacinth. The eviK brought ah(»nt by the spreatl of this 
weexl, especially in the Eastern Bengal districds, are well-known. This 
has very adversely afl‘efte<l navigation while re<‘ent lepoits indicate that 
it has also produced injuritms effects both on agriculture and sanitation 
in some of the infected areas. The problem of combating the evil has 
been greatly exercising the public mind us reflected in the Press and in 
the Council (luestions. Ctmimunii ations have also been receivetl fr<»m 
several local bodies and other institutions urging the imperative new! 
for remedial measures in some form or other. For the curient year the 
Council voted a special lump grant of Rs. 2o,(MK) for carrying on water- 
hyacinth opera! i(ms. This grant has been usefully expended. Experi- 
ments were made with <diemi( ul sprays on u small scale in different 
parts of the province, us a result of which Government have come to the 
con<dusion that the spray is n(»t an effe<’tivc means of finally eradicating 
water-hyacinth from a given area. The experience gnine<l seems to show 
that inan-hundling is an essential part of any cuiiipaign against water- 
hyaidnth on a large scale, and attention has accordingly been dirtuted 
to the collection of the data ne<*essar>' f€»r drawing up a sf-licine on these 
lines. The Irrigation Department have deputed Mr. E. A. Moore,, 
Assistant Engineer, for this purpose, with spw’ial reference to th<t 
clearance of water channels and Balm Kalipadu Maiira of the Bengal 
Civil Service, who has had considerable experience in the affwted parts,, 
has been placed on special duty to collect information and opinions aa 
to the area and source of infection, the difficulties of dealing with it and 
the various conditions nece«»ar>' to get concerted action against the pest. 
Dr. P, Bnibl of the Calcutta Fniversity has, at the instance of Govern- 
ment, undertaken certain experiments in connection with the life history 
of the weed and its mode of propagation. He has been aided with a 
Government grant of Bs. 2,000 for the purpose. ^A lifting con%'eyor at 
a cost of about He. 8,000 is in the course of construction for carrying on 
experiments in the mechanical handling of the weed in the larger water- 
waya The Special Water-Hyacinth Officer has been making an 
eatmutve tour Hiroughout the affected areas and as soon as he plaeea 
eamplete materiak at their disposal, Government hope to he able to 
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formulate a deEnite scheme of action effectively dealing with the }>e8t* 
A lump provision of Its. 60,000 has been made in order to finance experi- 
ments conducted with a view to launching such a scheme. I feel sure 
that the Council will agree that no efforts should be spared to evolve 
means to eradicate this pest which has proved a menace to the country in 
more senses than one and that it ivill not grudge this compaiatively 
small expenditure on this account during the present year. 

I would now turn to Co-operative Credit. The variations in expendi- 
ture have been explained in the Financial Statenidht. The only items 
•of new expenditure are — 

(/) Rs. 18,942 for the appointment of 14 additional auditors and 
theii peons; and 

{ 2 ) Rs. 12,100 for the' organisation of jute and paddy sale societies. 

As the House is aware, the auditing of societies is a statutory obliga- 
tion upon Government tuid while the societies are required to provide 
for the original audit, Government is responsible for super-credit. The 
present saiurtioned strength of the original audit staff in the Co-operative 
Department is 81. There are over 10,000 societies already in existence 
4ind it is expected that their number will rise to 12,000 by April next. 
According to the standard ()f one auditor for every 100 societies — a 
standard laid down by the Committee on Co-operation in India and which 
*8 experience shows does not err on the side of extravagance — there 
should be over 100 auditors on the basis of the existing number of 
societies and about 120 auditors on the basis of the number of societies 
as expeijted to reach on the 1st April, 192G. The employment of an 
additional staff of 14 auditors is thus the absolute minimum required to 
<?ope w'ith the work of statutory audit which has increased with the 
increase in the number of societies. I may mention in this connection 
that all the auditors, except 10, the cost of whose maintenance is a charge 

provincial revenues, are paid from the audit fees levied from the 
societies which are credited to Government on the receipt side, A 
<'orre8ponding provision is therefore necessary on the expenditure side 
of the budget. 

Turning to the second item I need hardly dilate on the importance 
of developing the non-credit side of the (K>-operative movement and of 
organising soiieties for the joint sale of the two most important staple 
crops, rir., paddy and jute. The amelioration of the present deplorable 
conditions of the raiyats depends more than anything else on their 
ability to organise themselves on co-operative lines, which alone would 
enable them to get ihf l)est terms in the market either in the matter of 
eelling their produce or buying their requirements and thus to get the 
full fruit of their toil. It is accordingly proposed to orgaaiee a few 
sale societies next year as an experimental measure with initial assistance 
from Government, The scheme involves the entertainment ^ the 
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neoi^ry staff for tbe societies and the renting of a central godowu in 
Caloiftta for storage of the produce and for their disposal therefrom to 
the best adTantage under the management of the Bengal Ctvoperative 
Organisation Society. Govemment place great importance on this 
experiment in assisting the cultivators to eliminate the petty middlemen 
who baulk them of a large share of their profits from the produce of their 
soil. 


34 — Itifi uft riex. 

I now turn to the Industries Department. This department, as the 
Council is aware, is of comparatively recent origin and I am afraid we 
have not so far made as much progress as could he desired. Shortly 
after the department was started, some of the superior posts fell vacant 
and could not he filled up till recently. The department also siiffere<l 
from the absence of an well-eijuipiml Inhoratory. To remove this long- 
felt want, an independent laboratory has now been estnhlislied and 
pn»vision has heen made foi' the ne<’essary estahlishment required foi the 
laboratory work. It is hoped that the laboratory will amply repay the 
outlay by affording opportunities for useful research and experiment 
which will materially assist the industrial development of the Presidency. 

Another useful item of expenditure which has found place in the 
budget is the estahlishment of 4 new peripatetic weaving schools. The 
department has already made some appreciable headway in the matter of 
weaving instruction. We have now 8 peripatetic weaving schcnds besides 
7 district weaving schools attached to the central institution at Sorani- 
pore. But the deman<l for increasing the numher of such schools is fill 
insistent. The scheme provided for in this year’s budget has a specially 
interesting feature in that it aims at the amelioration of the economic 
condition of the Sontlials and other alM)riginal tribes in Bankuru, Bir- 
bhum and Midiiapore. The Sonthals are by nature expert in weaving 
but as they have to use primitive methods of weaving their outturn is 
very psoor. By intfixlucing fly-shuttle looms, contemplated in the scheme, 
it is hoped not only to increase their income hut to add substantially to 
the total quantity of cloth pnaiuced by the handlcs»m industry in the 
Province. 

The third new item provided for iirtthe Industries Budget is the addi- 
tional provision c»f Rs. 20,(K)0 for grant-in-aid to technical and industrial 
schools. Provision of technical education is admittedly one of the roost—- 
if not the most— effective means for solving the vexed problem of middle- 
class unemployment with which Government are now* faced. Govern- 
ment have recently accepted the recommendation of the Provincial’ 
Betreuchment Confniittee that technical education in this Province should 
be stimulated mainly by means of grant-in-aid. The increased provision 
is meant to give effect to this dei^skm. 
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Cinchona Plantatiom, 

I need not say much about the estimate for Cinchona Plantations. 
The transfer of the manufacture of quinine tablets from the Presidency 
Jail to Mungpoo Factory ac<‘ounis for an increase in contingent charges. 
It is hoped that the new machines which are being installed for making 
these tablets will produce an improved class of tablet for sale through 
the Post Offices. 

Piovision has also been made for opening out new plantations. The 
Superintendent has explored some of the hills where it was thought that 
soil suitable to the peculiar needs of the cinchona plant would be 
available. The result is that it has been decided to start expeiimental 
cultivation on Lutpanchor bill. 

With these observations I beg to commend the Budgets of the depart- 
ments under my charge to the consideration of the Council. 


AdJournm«it. 

The Council was then adjourned till d p.m., on Monday, the 22nd 
February, i92f), at the Town Hall, (^ilcutta. 
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Pwj y tii wgi of the Bengal Legislaitve Oomieil aeaembM imder tin 
provisions of the Covernment of India AeL 

TpB Council met in the Council Chamlter in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 22iid February, 192G, at 3 pm. 


The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Siiii} Siikkuaeeswar Hay) in 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council and 120 
elected and nominated members. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Alleged lowering of oulverts on Eastern Bengal Railwiqr. 

*LI. Babu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be 
pleased to state whether of late there was a general lowering of the 
height of railway culverts in the Eastern Bengal Railway 

(h) If so, when did such lowering take place? 

(c) What was the object of such lowering? 

(d) Is it a fact that such lowering has prejudicially alftHUed the 
sanilatiou, navigation and internal traffic of large areas of the districts 
of Korth Bengal? 

(e) Is any remedy of this evil in the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment? 

(/) If not, will the Hon’blc Member bo pleased to state the reasons 
why? 

MEMBER in oherge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 
[RAILWAY8] (Uie Hon'ble Mr. J. Oeneid): (a) There has been no 
general lowering of the height of culverts on the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way. On the Parbatipur-Siliguri section which is at present under 
conversion from metre to broad gauge, it has been nei essary to replace 
the metre gauge girders by girders a few inches deeper, in order to 
provide for the heavier loading on the broad gauge. In the case of 
the bridge over the Kartu river, however, which is navigable, the 
undesirable level of the girders has not been lowered. 
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(b) See reply to (a). The oonvereion of the Farhatipur- 
Siliguri section it at present in progress. 

(c) The reason for the provision of deeper girders on the Parbatipnr* 
Siligiiri section is explained in the reply to (o). 

(d) The lowering of the level of the underside of girders on the 
Parbatipur-Siliguri section has not prejudicially affected the sanita- 
tion, navigation or internal traffic of the districts through which it 
passes. 

(e) and (/) The questions do not arise. 

Alleged eoouimiletlofi of otsee in the file of Nookhili Dietriot dudgo. 

. *LII. Mauhri 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of an accumulation of civil appeals in the file of the District 
Judge of NoakhaliP 

MEMBER in ohtrge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Btephpfieon) : A representation on the subject has been 
received from the Bar AsscK'iation, Noakhali. 


First use of Cthkhon Bhortni KhM as a stoamor route. 

am. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hou'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state the date 
on which steamers fii*st began to ply along the Gabkhan Bharani Khal 
after its re-excavation? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'hio Maharaja Kehaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia): July, 
1918. 


Bridge at the head of Nabaganga near Chuada ng a. 

aiV. Babu dOGENDRA NATH MITRA: Will the, Hon^le 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway, with whom 
Mr, Addams- Williams had been corresponding, have sanctioned a suit- 
able new bridge near Chuadanga where the Nabaganga is to be joined 
with Mathabanga in connection with the Bhairab scheme ? 

Tho Honnilo MilMHiila KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bthadur, 
of NidiOS The; authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway have stated 
that they have no objection to the remodelling of the present bridge 
at the head of the Nabaganga near Chuadanga. 
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SoiMiiMs ter improvamant of riwara in fmitn 

aV. Brim JOCENDRA HATH MITRA: (a) Will tko Hon’ble^ 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state- 
the names of the schemes prepared by Mr. Bhola Nath Banerji, late 
Executive Engineer, Jessore Drainage Division, for the improvement 
of the rivers of Jessore? 

(6) Has the District Board of Jessore been furnished with copies- 
of the same for their consideration ? 

(c) Are the local bodies interested consulted before s\n‘h schemes- 
are accepted or abandoned ? 

{(1) AVill the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the Harihar and Botna schemes have be<m abandoned without 
consulting the lo<‘al btKliesP 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the grounds 
for abandoning them? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Dahadtirp. 
of NutiaS (a) Babu Bholu Nath Banerji was pla<?e<I on special duty 
to make an investigation generally in the Jessore district. He actually 
prepared only two schemes^ one for the Arool Beel and the other for 
the Harihar and Mukteswari, both of which were subsequently revised. 

(ii) The District Board of .lessore was furnished with copies of the^ 
Arool Beel Scheme, but not of the Harihar-Mukteswari, because this^ 
scheme is still uinler the considenition of (iovemment. 

(r) Local boilies arc consulted l)efore such schemes are acce[)ted, ii^ 
accordance with the prcK-edure laid down in Act VI of 1920. They 
are not necessarily consulted if a sc^heme is abandoned. 

(f/) The Harihnr and Betna Schemes have not l)een abandoned. 
They have not yet been fully considered by Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Death of a Juror at Burdwan, 

•LVI. BNlw TARAKNATH MUKERJEAs (a) Will the Hon ble* 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department l>e pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that one Anukul Chandra Mullick, of 
Kuvajpur, police-station Purbasthali, district Burdwau^ waa 
summoned by Mr. A. Ahmed t Sessions Judge of Burdvan, 
to serve as a juror in the case Emperor renus Laljan Shaik 
Tinder section 302, I.P.C. ; and 
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(n) whether it is also a fact that the Sessions Judge insisted upon 
his acting as a juror in spite of prayer for exemption under 
medical advice by the said Anukul Chandra on grounds of 
continued illness? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Sessions Judge insisted upon his attend* 
ance. although the said Anukul Chandra was then actually ill and was 
too weak to attend? 

(r) Is it a fact that one day during the course of the trial, while 
acting us a juror, owing to heavy strain, the condition of the said Anukul 
Chandra grew so serious that he was removed to the house of a gentle- 
man at Burdwan, where he was putting up? 

(d) Is it a fact that owing to continued strain and exposure his 
illness grew fatal and he expired on the next day ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) to (^7) The member 
is referred to the communique issued by Government on the subject, 
a copy of which is laid on the table. 

Government of Bengal Covimnniqu{\ dated Calcutta^ the 12th February, 

1926, referred to in the reply to starred question No. LVI. 

The uGention of Government 1ms Wn drawji to the reports pub- 
lished in the vernncuilur imwspuper, the Sahti, dated the 30th Nov. 
ember, 1025, and the Amrita Bazar Vatriha, dated the 11th December, 
1926, t'oncerning the death of a juror wlio assisted in the Sessions 
trial at Burdwan. Inquiries were accordingly made in order to asce^ 
tain the facts of the case. As a result of this inquiry it appears 
the re|)orts us published in the pai>ers referred to above were mis-'^"^ 
leading and grossly exaggerated. 

The facts of the case dre as follows : — 

The juror, Babu Anukul Chandra Mullick, was never fined for 
non-attendance; on the present occasion he did not make any appli- 
<?alion, either written or verlml, to the Court asking to be exempted 
from sitting as juror on account of ill health; on the contrary, he 
attended Court us usual and sat regularly throughout the trial. On 
the last but one day of the trial, t.e., on the 20th November, 1925, 
he contracted slight fever, but he attended Court as usual and did 
not express his inability to sit as a juror. On the last day of the 
trial, after the lunch interval, the Court first noticed that he was rest- 
less and un^rstood that he was ill. He was immediately asked 
whether he would be able to continue, sitting as a juror, and he replied 
tn the affirmative. At the request of the defence pleader he was 
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fty 0«8tioned whether he would be »Ue to follow the orgu- 

.X It X •*« ‘*‘’®“**®*y tkal k« would be able to do io. 

At 6 P.M., when the Court was about to a^^nrn to the follow- 

of jury, including Anuknl Ouindra 
Mufiua, requested that the case should be continued by sitting late. 
Babu Anukul Chandra Mullick was again aske«] if he would ptyfer an 
adjournment or go on with the case. He state.! that an adjournment 
would be more inconvenient to him. The Court therefore sat up to 
about 6-30 p.m. in order to meet the wishes of the jury and at the 
particular request of Babu Anukul Chandra Mullick. 


The fa<;t8, as set out above, hove been substantially corroborate.1 
by written statements by tbe pleaders apjiearing Imth for the prosecution 
and the defeiu'e. 


Cost of ttttanus. 

•LYII. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will tlu* Hoiri.le Meml>er 

in of tlu* l^olitical Dopui tiiieiit Ih‘ pleuHtMl to ntatt* h.h to what in 

the averaK<* cfist of u jail deteini and that of an outside internee fan 
men.sem ? 


MEMBER in oharga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'bit 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (■overnment are nnl prejiared to juihlish this 
information. . 

Mr. 8s Ns HALDAR: Will (he Hon'hle Mei)il>er be jdeused to Ntate 
the reuMoiiN why (lovernnient do not wish to puhliNh this information? 

The Hofi’ble 8ir HUGH STEPHENSON: Hefause they do not 
^naider it of suffieieiit public interest. 


Village inla rw i M . 

*LVIII. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Horrhle MeniWr 
in charge of the Political Department U* pleaaed to state whether it in 
a fact that it in a uiuver»al f omplaiut of all the village ititertietfa that 
they cannot get aervaiita even for a heavy anlary? 

TIm Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The unawer ia in the 

negative. 

State pr i to w if JIlNuitai Olwterji. 

aiX. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon*ble MemW 
in charge of the Political Department be pleaeed to atate whether he is 
aware that Babu Jibanlal Cbatarji. State priaoner now in tbe Mandalay 
lail, baa been suffenng from varioua diaeanes ? 


14 



m 


QtECTlOm 


(h) I 0 the Hon’ble Member aware that an X-i«y plioio of Jiban 
Bftbu'a lungs was sent to bis mother and, on examining the same in 
Calcutta, it was suspected to be a case of consumption ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member be p]ease<i to state what arrangements have been made fotr 
Jiban Babu's proper medical treatment? 

The Hon’IHa Sir HUGH tTEPHENtON: (a) and (b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR. Will the Hou’ble Member be pleaned to state 
whether any X-Ray photo was taken at all? 

The HOffl'IlM Sir HUGH STERHENSON: Not that I um aware of. 


Oamodtr Canal Sohama. 

ax. Saliu SATYA KI8H0RE BANERJEE: Is the Hon ble 

Member in < lmrge of the Department of Irrigation aware that at a 
conference of the people of the llooghly distric t a resolution was [>asHed 
appealing to (iovernnient to provide funds in the forthcoming budget so 
that the Damodar Canal Scheme may l>e taken up next year? 

Tha Han*bla Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadiat Yes. 

•Mhi SATYA KISHORE BANERJEE: May I know in what stage 
of progi*eHH the Damodar (*anal S<*heme is? 

TN Hofi’hia Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadias It has been budgeted for next year. 


Appaab panding in Courts of difforont Judgat of Noafchall. 

aXI. Maulvi BAYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’bie Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

^t) the number of civil appeals and criiiunal appeals now pend- 
ing in the court of— 

(d) the District Judge of Noakhali; 

(b) the permanent Sub-Judge, and 

(c) the Additional Sub-Judge; 
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the age of those appeals; 

(lit) how many out of the total number are from the judgment of 
the Sub-Judge; 

(iv) bow many of them are special appeals under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act; and 
(r) how old they are? 

The Hofi’Me Sir HUGH STEf^HCNiON: (i) to (t) A statement 
is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question Xo. AAV, 



Number 



Age. 



Name* of Courts. 

of 

appeals 

pending. 







1918. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1 

1925. 

1920. 

Oatrirt Judge— 








Sitedal appeals under 

170 

1 

1 

7 

155 

8 1 


Bcxigal Tenancy 
Act. 



11 

12 

2M 

27 


ClrU appeals afslnut 
tbe decision of Sob- 

79 


1 

Judge. 

Civil appeals against 

2.113 


5 

U»9 

831 

892 

m 

the decision of 
Munslfs. 







2 

CMmlnal appeals 

3 





I 

Sob* Judge 

31 


3 

Id 

2 

10 


Addltknial Sub-Judge 



13 

101 

4 

1 

7 



Appeal cases in the Mcaltliali disiriol. 

*LXII. Maulsi SAYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hou’ble Mem- 
Wr in rhnrge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state how 
many appeal cases were left uiidisjmse*! of by Mr. K. Milsom, i.e.s., on 
the eve of his transfer? 

ih) Bow iiiuiiy of them thd he hear, but not deliver judgment? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that Mr. T. M. Dow, M.a,, i.c.a., 
District Judge of Noukhali, at the time ot delivering charge on 
‘J2nd Jauuar>', 192(1, left uetirly 2tMJ appeals to be heard afresh, though 
he heard them about six to nine mouths ag<i? 

(d) If so. what steps are in the i*«ntemplation of the Oovernmeiii to 
prevent such continuation of coses in future? 

Tilt Htii>1Mt Sir HUGH STEFHENtONt (a) There were 1.6ad 
appeals pending when Mr. Milsom left the district. 

<b) Two cases. 






m (fiJWTlGm. [22iid I ihi. 

(c) Mr. D&w left 139 appeals, 114 of whiek eooatitated am aaalo- 
gotts group. 

(rf) This is engaging the attention of OorernniaiiL 


iliairab Sci wmi, 

*LXIII. Babu 40CBNDAA NATH MITRAs Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether that part, of the Bhairnb Scheme which contemplates the join- 
ing of the Jaleswar Beel with the Bhiiirab through Daitola Khal is 
really ? 

The Hoii*ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: The project has been received in the o£Bce of the Executive 
Engineer Hiut is under examination. 

Babu dOGENDRA NATH MITRA: Will the Hon’hle Member bf 
ideasetl to state when the project is exi)ecte(l to be ready? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: 1 think in ukuit a couple of months time. 


Expeniti of Jeieore Eettlemeiit operatiom. 

*LXIV. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: Will the Hon'ble MemWr 
in charge of the Dejiartmeiit of Itevenue (Lund Itevenue) l>e pleased to 
state whether it is fact that the expenses of the Jessore District Settle- 
ment operations have long been recovered by the Government and that 
at present there is a surplus of several lakhs of rupees in the Settle- 
ment Fund? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon*blo Mahmja Kthaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, 
of Nadia) : it is not a fact. 


Conviots Mohondra Nath Dai and Burtndra Nath Biaioai. 

aXV. Babu NALINIRANilAN BARKER: (u) Will tke Hon'Ue 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state wbethih* it is a fact that a political prisoner, Mohendra Nath 
Das, is suffering from phthisis and is lying in a rery serious conditioo 
in the 8uri Jailf 
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Is it a fact that aaothcr politieal i^ttidiiar, Siiandra Nath 
is suffering' from a virulent type of asthma? 

(ic) If the answers to (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, will the 
Bonnie Member be please<l to Ktaie what steps the Government have 
taken for the treatment of these two prisoners P 

MElieER in eliarga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(tho Hon’blo Sir Hugh Stiphonton): (o) This convict was sentenced 
to transportation for life for the offence of iilietment of murder. No 
report that his f‘ondition is very serious has la»en re<*eived. 

(b) This convict was sentenced to trans^^mHation for life for the 

offence of dacoity with murder. No recent information about his 

health has been receive<l. 

(r) Moheiidia Nath Das was sent to Suri Jail in DtH;eml>er, 1924, 
on the advice of a Medical Board. If any treatment of the other 
convict has been necessary, it has doubtless been administered by the 
Jail Superintendent. 

Mr. S. N. Hf^LDAR: May 1 draw attention to the answer given. 

The (|ueHtion asked was whether the prisoner was suffering from 

phthisis and lying in a very serious condition. The answer was that 
no report al)out his condition was received. T submit that this is not 
an answer to the (piestion asked. We want to know if he is suffering 
from phthisis. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot decide what will lie the statement made 
by the (loveriiiiieiit in ie[dy. It is lM*tween you and the Hon’blf 
Meml)er. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I kii(»w if the Government Member 
thinks he is suffering from phthisis? 

Tlw HOfl’bM Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 have already stated 
wbat the condition of this prisoner is. He was sent to Suri Jail because 
the Metlieal Board consideretl that he was developing phthisis and that 
is the only jail w^bere we have sj>ecial facilities for the treatment of 
eases of phthisis. The last re|xirt alamt him is that he is still in the 
same condition. They are not able to say definitely that he has 
phthisis, but at the same time they are not able to say definitely that 
he is not in danger of developing it. 

Mr. i. N. HALDAR I Are the Govenimeiit contemplating, having 
regard to the fact that no improvement has taken place, that be should 
be transferred to some other place? 



m QUB8TION8. [2^m Wm. 

TIm IlMWt Mr HUQH STlFifillMlf 8 In his present eondition 
that is the best jail for him. 

Ofi KUMtiD tANKAR RAY* Will Government permit a consulta- 
tion to be held, because I find that durinpr the last two years no improve- 
ment has taken place P 

Mfi PREilDCNT: Order, Order. Dr. Ray, I cannot allow you 
to make a statement in asking a supplementary question. Put a 
definite question if you like. 

Dfi KUMUO SANKAR RAY: AV’^ill Government be prepared tc 
have a consultation arranged with regard to this ])risonerP 

The Hoil’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Government do not 
consider this is necessary. 


Unstarred questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Impoiitiofi of extra charge on passengers on Brahmaputra Bridge at 

Mymensingh. 

42. Mauivi TAYEBUODIN AHMED: (n) Will the llon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) W pleased 
to state whether any extra charge is levied on jiassengers of the Mymen- 
•ingh-Bhairab Bnxar Railway over the Brahmaputra Bridge at 
Myraensiiigh P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hnn’ble 
Meinl>er be pleased to state what led to the imposition of the extra 
charge? 

(r) Does the necessity for the levy ot the extra charge still exist? 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(h) The extra charge represents a ** pontage charge on account 
of the cost c»f the exfiensive bridge over the old Brahmaputra river. 

(c) Yes. 

P r o po sils to Mom khols muUi of Kuninr rivor. 

4t. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (u) Will the Hon^ble Member 
ill charge of Uio Ueparimeut of Irrigation be pleased tp state whelber 
it is a fw't that tbe Governmeat propose to close the kbaU «9outh of the 
Kumar river, in the Madaripur subdivision, with gates? 
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If BO, when <)b the Ovverninent propoee to oommenoe work? 

What are the reasons for such closinifP 

14^ Hon’ble Member aware that numerous people pa«e th rough 

Amgion canal ? 

(e) Is tbe Hon’ble Member aware that the people of the locality are 
dissatisfied at the proposal of the closing of the canal P 

if) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that they expressed their protests 
by holding public meetings and sending memorials to His Excellency 
the Governor P 

The Hon’ble Mdieraje KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY DehMKir, 
of NmNo: (a) It is projyosed to build sluices and l(K*k« across the heads 
of the spill channels of the Kumar river on the south bank. 

(6) The w’ork will be commenced at once. 

ic) The regulation of the khals is nec‘essHry for the maintenance 
of the Kumar and of the sjiill khals themselves. The sluices will j)i>r- 
mit the silt-laden water passing on to the fields when the rivers are 
rising and there will he no interference in this respei’t; when the 
rivers are falling the .sluices will be partially closed to scour the Kumar, 
at a time when the water is (deuv, and by this means the river will Iw 
kept in g(K)d order, otherwise very heavy expense will have to be 
incurred in dredging to keep the river alive; if the river is allow'ed to 
die all the spill khals will die also and the hhils will obtain no supply 
of silt. 

(d) Yes; a large lock will Im* built to pass Inmis using the klial. 

tc) and (/) Yes. 


Stitt prisonir PratuI Cinguli. 

44. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (u) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department aware of the present state of health 
of Srijut PratuI riiandra Ganguli, a State prisoner under Bengal 
Regulation III of 181 8 P 

(6) Is the HoiPhle Member aware that he was suffering from 
Pyclocistites and uaaal catarrh and other diseases for a long time 
while in the Midnapore Central Jail? 

(c) la it a fact that the Civil Surgeon of Midnapore recommended 
hie transfer to a healthy place for treatment by a speeialist? 

id) Is it a fact that he has been recently transferred to Trichino- 
poly in Madras? 

(e) Is it a fact, that since his removal to Tricbinopoly hi* diaeaee 
has increased? 
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(/) Ik it ft Iftci thftt bin weight has diminished six pounds since 
his removal to TrichinopolyP - 

(g) Is it ft fact that blood is now coming out d his ni JI pd that 
the right idde of his face has been attacked P 

(h) Are the Government considmng the desirability of bringing 
him back to Bengal and placing him under the treatment of a specialist P 


Tht Hon’IMft Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(6) Reports ret*eived from the medical officer of Midtiapore Jail 
indicate that he had been suffering for some time from nasal catarrh 
and bacillary infection of the urinary tract. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

(e) No. His health is now reported to be good. 

(/) to (h) No. 


Extsmion of sorvieo to ministorial oflloors after 55 years. 

45. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs {a) Will the Hou’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the rules issued by the Government forbidding the grant of further 
extension after 55 years of age to ministerial officers cannot be relaxed? 

(5) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state how long the 
extraordinary circumstances referred to in Government letter 
No. 7113-17 A., dated the 8tb July, 1925, are expected to continue P 

MEMBER in ohargo of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Mo Sir Hugh Staphenson); (o) and (5) The iueml)er is refencd to 
Appointment Department reMdutiini No. 1(1500 A., dated the 19th 
De<"ember, 1925, a eopy of wbi<*h is laid on the library table. 


ProJooM oanal botwoon Kalighai and HMdi. 

4S. BMhi MAHENORA NATH MAITY; With reference to the 
answer to clause (e) to my unstarred fiuestion No. 46, put on the 
8th December, 1925, will the Hon ’hie Member in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether the project will 
he given effect to in the near future. If so, what is the approximate 
date? 

Tho Hoii*iiio Maharpia KSHAUNISH QHANORA RAY Baiiodnr, 
Of Naditl It is improbable that the project will be taken up in the 
near future and an approximate date cannot now be given. 
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Dimia KM. 

li MAHENDKA NATIf MAITYS (a) U the Hon ble 

Member i# charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that a greater 
pari ©f the Dnnia Ehal, between villages Sarberia and Terapakhia^ 
in thb subdivision of Tamluk, district Midnapore, has l)e<^me high 
and dry for want of repairs for a long timef 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware — 

(t) that the above iwrtion of the Duuia Khal is the principal 
drainage of about 40 tbickly-peoplwl villages covering an 
area of about 100 s(|uare miles to the west of the Hijili 
tidal canal; and 

(ti) that this khal is under the luanageinent of the Government 
Khas Mahal, Mahisadal Haj and Btirdwan UajP 


(r) Is the Hon'ble Meinl>er aware: — 

(i) that for want of drainage, owning to the silting up of this khal^ 
the w'aters in the neiglibouring cultivated areas are from 
one to tw'o feet deep even in the months of February and 
March; and 

(it) that the peoj)le of the said urea conse^|uently suffer constantly 
from loss of crops and malaria P 

{d) Is the Hoirble Member aware that petitions and wires on the 
part of the people concerned to the District Magistrate, Divisional 
Commissioner, the Mahisadal Haj and the Hunlw^ati Raj have been 
of no avail? 

(e) If the proposed canal scheme, referred to in answer to my 
question No. 4G, put on the 8th Decemliei, 1925, be not imine4l lately 
taken up, are the Government <*onsidering the desirability of under- 
taking at once to clear the silt <if the said Duiiia Khal l»etween Sarberiff 
and TerapakhiaP 

Tlw Mahmja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY MuMr, 

•r NMaI (a) to (e) Yes. 

(d) Government are not aware of the jietitioiis and wires mentioned, 
but the Irrigation Department has prepared a scheme regarding this 
area, which is now under the consideration of the Chief Engineer. 

(e) The question of excavating the Dunia Khal between Sarberig 
and Terapakbia depends on the co-operation of others, who are the 
owners of the channel. Government do not intend to take up the 
silt clearance at the present moment. 
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CofutrifoUofi of i iliiiM fw tokiog in i»lir from Rmmarain rivor. 

41. tiku MAHENDflA MATH HA IT Ys With refer^!^ to tlic 
OQgwer to my uiintarred question No. C5, of tke 9ti December, 1925. 
will tbe Hon*ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
be pleased to state whether the Government are contemplating con- 
structing a sluice for taking in water from the Hupnarain river for 
purposes of irrigation ? 

Tho Hofi’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Dahadur, 
•of Nadia: Government are not contemplating the construction of the 
sluice mentioned. It is for those to be ]>enefited to take the initiative 
by filing an application under Act VI of 1920 to the Collector of the 
slistrict. 


Dankuni Khal. 

48. Baku TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon^ble Membei 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what 
further progress has been made for the re-excavation of the Dankuni 
Khal, from Baidyahali to Bally, in the district of Hooghly? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
<»r Nadia: The re-excavation of the Dankuni Khal, Wtween Bally and 
Baidyabuti, was taken up a short while ago and will l>e completed by 
next monsoon. 


Penam and oattia run over by Mymensingh-Bhairab Baar Railway 

trains. 

80. Maulvi TAYEBUDDIN AHMED: Will the Honhle Member 
in oharge of the Police Department be pleaeed to lay on the table a 
statement showing how many (1) persons, and (2) heads of cattle, 
were run over by the Mymensingh-Bhairab Basar Railway trains in 
oourse of the last five years? 

MiMBBR in oharga of ROLiCE DEPARTMENT (thi Hon^ 
fir Hugh t la p b a i wo n ): No record is available of heads of cattle run 
over. A statement showing the number of persons killed during the 
last five years is laid on the table. 
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(0 u^fqrre4 thlfiit^ 

^ number o/ pertont killed during the gears 1921 to 192S bg being 
MM ever bg trains on the Mymentingh-Bkairab Bator Bmheag. 

t98l, 10; 1922, C; 1923, 13; 1924, 11 ; 1926, 9. 


F i tce i w rkari and Lino oporaton of Pron. 

51. Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQl (a) Will the Hoii‘ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be jileaned to state — 

(t) whether a variety of works is given to tlie pie«»e-workers : ond 
(«) whether charges for the same are different?' 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Member In* pleased to state — 

(i) whether the lino operat^irs are given varieties of works without 

payment of charges, according to the nature of such works; 

(ii) whether the lino operators get the correction charges of their 

lines: 

{Hi) whether any other department enjoys this privilege; and 
(if) whether the lino operators are expected also to do the work 
of the lino attendants? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tht Hon*Mt 
Mfi Donakl): (a) All piece-work is not of the same kind. 

(ii) The i-ates vary with the various classes of work. 

(6) (i) All lino comjwsition is paid for at the same rate per 
thousand corrected ens. 

(ii) The rates for machine coiniKiwtion, except Moiioe are Ixiseil 
U|>on a thousand corrected ens. 

(iit) The rates for all classes of comiKMitioii (hun<l and machine, 
excopt mono) are fixed i>er thousand corrected ens. 

(if) It is not understofid to what class of operative the member 
refers when he speaks of “ lino attendants **. 


RattlUiiiieiit of Covommoiil Revonuo in tlio Kliyliii iHitriot 

B2« Rtl HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURI: Will the Hoirble 
Member in charge of tlie DeiMiriment of ttevanue {\jmd Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the ahstracts jirepareil 
and pablish<d under rule 337 A of Bengal Survey and Settlement 
Manual, of the proposals for the settlement of land revenue of rent of 
the estates which are being subjected to reassessment and settlement 
in the diiitnct of Khulna on the expirj’ of their leases P 



m QVtsrtdisk ii2m m. 

IHi ftai’blt HiliirilA KtHAUIIWM ONANOIlA KAY tUMMY, 
if NaMs There are about 900 eatetes uud^r mettlemeBt of Ooreni- 
meat rerenue in Khulna district, and the abstract required under 
rule 937 A is a document with numerous details. Hie labour of 
compiling a statement of so many abstracts would be incommensurate 
with its value, and Government must therefore decline to lay it on 
the table. 

Rai HARCNDRANATH CHAUDHURIs If the compilatimi of the 
statement involves labour incommensurate with its value, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table an abstract of this 
statement P 

Thi Hon’bli Maharaja KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Riliidiir, 
of NidiiS The last part of the answer is quite clear, and I think the 
labour of dealing with a statement of so many abstracts would be 
incommensumte with its value. I do not think I can add anything 
to that. 

Rai HARCNDRANATH CHAUDHURIs May I explain the ques> 
tionP The Hon’ble Member stated that the labour in the compilation 

the statement will lie incoininen?nirate with its value. I simply want 
t( know whether Government is prepared to lay on the table a copy of 
the abstiuctP 

Thi Hofi'hli Maharaja KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, of 
Nadias I think there will Iv about 30() abstra(‘tH, and it wrill be very 
difficult t<» compile all these and lay them on the table. 

Rai HARCNDRANATH CHAUDHURIs Is the Government pre^ 
pared to lay on the table a statement of only those jwrtions of these 
ulwtracts whi<*h contain references to the pro|xsed new' terms of 
settlementP 

Thi HanPhla Maharaja KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, of 
Nadias 1 must ask for notice of this. 


•uadighi and Cangakhali KhaK. 

83. Babu MAHCNDRA NATH MAITY: (a) With reference to 
the answer to clause (/) of my unstarred question !fo. 35, put on the 
13th Augual, .ji925, will the Hoirble Member in charge of the Depart* 
ment of Irri^tion be pleased to state whether he is aware that the 
final project referred to has not reached the office of the Colleetor of 
Midnapore up to the 2^th January, 1925 f 
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■ Are die Oovemnwnt ooneidering die deeimbility of inqairinr 
into matter and of stating the cause of the delay? 


■* , 

Non’lilt Malunijt KtHAUNliH CHANDRA RAY ialii*ir, 
•f IMRi: (a) The detailed project wag geut to the Collector, Midnapore, 
on the !^nd September, 1^4. 


(b) Doeg not arise. 


Mora Canga diannol. 

S4. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Will the Hon’ble MeinWr 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation l>e pleased to state the time 
when the work of the excavation of the Mora (ilanga canal, in the 
district of the 24-Parganas. will l>egin? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BabaBiir, 
of NaiiiaS As the project for ex(*avuting the Mora (laiiga channel is 
under revison, it is not possible io say when the work of excavation 
will Iw l>egun. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general ptiblio intereet). 

Survey of watemrays. 

Babu NALINIRANdAN BARKER: 1 beg to move that this Council 
recoiiiinends to the Government that a survey l>e made of all water- 
ways, i.e., important rivers and khals, Hituate<l within the Presidency 
and Daica Divisions and within the districts of Pahirn, Mogra and 
ttajshahi, of the Rajshahi Division, and that hereafter definite w hemes 
he formulated for the improvement and maintenance of such of those 
waterways as may be found, in the coume of such survey, to have 
deteriorated or to be deteriontting. 

[At this stage the President left the C^hainlwr and Uie Deputy 
Piesident took the Chair.] 

The subject of my motion— the waterways of lower Bengal— touches 
a problem, the importance and urgency of which have been admitted 
on all hands, hut unfortunately for the province it has rested there and 
advanced no further. The rivers and khals of some districts in Bengal 
are tbeir main arteries, the chief if not the only highways of trans- 
part and the only natural drainage on which the prosperity of crojps 
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and the Aaniiatimi of outlying’ traeis entirely depeod. ^ny deteriora* 
tion of tbei»e natural waterways must therefore adTersely affect the 
villagres, impeding communication, and productivity and introducifig 
marshes, the hot-beds of all pestilential diseases. It is known to you, 
Sir, what painful changes have been brought over the face of this 
once smiling land hy the deterioration of waterways and the silting 
up of river and canal beds.^ One with a poetic bent could possibly 
wiite an epic on our “ de^^rted villages ** with more patW and 
realism than even Oliver Goldsmith. But the Government siU cold, 
incurring huge exi>eoditure on railway projects while not giving this 
vital problem of our natural waterways a millicnth part of the atten- 
tion it deser\’es. 

The question naturally arises if these rivers and khals are dying 
a natural death and if it would be worth attempting to withstand the 
depredations of nature. But, Sir, nature bos (‘onstautly yielded 
Wore science in the modern world and natural biirriei's have had to 
give way wherever human necessity has deinandeil their abolition even 
the great Sahara has had to submit to a scheme of irrigation and the 
mutter of releasing the stoppers of our decaying livers should not 
present any difficulty beyond the resourcefulness of oiir modern engineers. 
My pn posul cannot therefore Ik* opposed on tlie score of impracticabi- 
lity it hits, imireover, all the weight of uigen<‘y, as the welfare of 
millions depends on it. 

It may be argued that it will mean an enormous expenditure and 
the present resources of the Government are too limited to allow it. 
But the problem is of sm-h urgent nec'essity that the Miuation must 
he faced and means devised. When a complete scheme is formulated 
and the extent of the finance necessary for the purpose is ascertained 
wo may proceed to devise means for raising such funds and thereupon 
giving effect to them gradually in order of urgency. 

The capital expenditute required for sut'h a scheme may be raised 
by loans and the service of the loans cun be pmvided by tolls on 
users, from the revenue of fisheries, and if absolutely necessary, by 
levying direct taxes on thiise wh<» will Ik* imme<liateiy benefited hy the 
scheme. 

It may he — hut the public have no information on that poiiit^ — 
that the Government have already moved in the matter and collected 
sufficient inlonnatiou for the formulation of different schemes or even 
that they are following up some of these schemes here and there. But 
what is wanted is the formulation and publication of a compete set 
of schemes the districts referred to in my resolution so that the 
people may ht^lully realise the exact situation and he prepared io^ 
share the burden if they want to get the benefit of their respective 
echemes. That is to say, ^the whole problem should he taken in its 
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no mere patch-iifork and pieee*iiieal activity will meet the 
casl| W the openiig up of one stream may result in the silting up of a 
ueifUbouring one, thus ultimately bringing no benefit at alt And 
abote all, in deciding on any particular course, the pubilc should 
taken into confidence and the assistance and co-operation of the pub!^^ 
should be one of the most potent agents in the pushing on of a com** 
structive programme. 

It may be argued that the sui^ey of the waterways and the prepare^ 
tion of the scheme will involve an enormous initial expenditure. But 
I would like to point out that the settlement survey of all the- 
districs mentioned in my resolution has been completed and detailed 
plans of these districts are available. Moreover, (he (lovernment 
has an Irrigation Deptirlinent of its own. (Opportunities are not 
lacking, therefore, to facilitate the fonniilatuiii of siu’h a set of 
schemes with the greatest ec<uioiny, and in view of our past lavish 
expenditure on the Irngutitm Dejairtment in conne<*tiori with 
the (Iraiul Trunk ('anal proje<'t, :i pro|>ortionately small outlay 
for the scheme should not Ik‘ grudged. This is more important, Sir, 
for the pe(»ple of Bengal than the fanciful projects of tarma4'adam for* 
some of the favoured streets of f'ulcutta or the construction of a Bally 
Bridge. The economic wtMilth of a country is made up of the economic 
wealth of its (‘omp(»nent parts — (»f which the villages are units, and”, 
luy appeal to this House, Sir, is to do away with mmoinic waste by 
way of private and commercial luxuries and earnestly work for the- 
amelionition of the decadent waterways on which the welfare of 
millions depends. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of ainendttieiti, 
that in the motion of Babii Nalimrnnjan Sarkei*, line 3 for the w'orda 
“ and Dacca ’’ the words “ Dacca and (Chittagong W substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali. The English transiatioiti of which is as> 
fidlowH : — 

Sir, both sanitary and agricultural improvement depends on the 
condition of the waterways. ( It is a well-known fact that in Bengal the 
high railway embankments and water-hyacinth have jointly contributed 
to spread Malaria and Kala-axar by interfering with the naiural drainage 
and choking up ail the hih and canals. j The efforts of the anti-malariar 
societies have proved useless because the nwt causes of the evil have been 
left untouched. T speak of Chittagong Division from which I come, but 
precisely similar conditions prevail both in N’orthiem amf Western^ 
Bengal. 

A lot of money is being spent on the Gumti embankment in Camilla,. 
What good will it do unless suitable arrangement in made for drainage^ 
of its water f More miserable is the condition in Brakmanbaria, parti- 
cularly at Omba. In reply to my question tbe Govemment bad to admit 
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tkat the laat-mentioned ' place "had become extremely tmi^Iiby, so nmeb 
so that they bad in contemplatioit the remoral of tSHansif’s Court 
from there. But nothing has been done as yet to ii^wve the sanitary 
op^ition of the place, nor has the contemplated step been taken. 

MiSverywhei e throughout Bengal the natural outlets of water have been 
|P(*.ked by the railways and by water-hyacinth. Unless these outlets 
are restored to their working order, mere multiplication of anti-malarial 
societies will not avail anything. The District and Wal Boards are 
compelled by want o! funds to remain inactive though they understand 
the condition. 

The Government are habitually indifferent in this matter. They use 
the plea of want of money whenever this subject comes up for discussion 
notwithstanding the fact that their purse appears to be full when the 
police re(|uire a new building. I warn them, however, that such a plea 
will not* be accepted by us. I, therefore, move my amendment and 
promise my support to the next amendment for the inclusion of Burdwan 
as well. 

MiUlvi ZANNOOR AHMED: I l)eg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that in the motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, line ^ 1 , for the 
words “ and Dac'ca ’ the words “ Dacca and Burdw’an ” ])e substituted. 

. The pievious speaker has already stated the, utility id the motion, 

I do not want to reiwat these arguments. What has been said about the 
Daoc'a Division is ecjunlly applicable to the Burdwan Division. The 
condition of important rivers and khals in the Burdwan Division is a.’» 
bad if not worse than in other parts of the province. My triend Babu 
Taraknath Mukerjea has already brought to the notice (if the Hon’ble 
Member the condition of the rivers Saraswati, Kana Nodi and Kunli 
Nodi, and Borha Khal. There ai-e other rivers and khals in the 
Burdwan Division which have deteriorated and it is absolutely 
neceasary that steps should be taken for the improvement and main- 
tenance of waterways. With these words I beg to move my amend- 
ment. 

Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: I have much 
pleasure in sup[>oiliug this resolution as I consider it to be . a very 
imiKirtant one. East Bengal, especially the district* of Mymenaingh 
and Dacca, are very badly served in the .matter of railway communica- 
tions, 80 much so that but for our waterways they would be completely 
isolated from Calcutta and West Bengal. As a matter of fact we have 
to de|)end practically on our waterways alone, for our communications. 
The historic Brahmaputra which in some parts is known as the Jamuna 
and the Padm^^ and which divides the two Bengal* is gradually being 
more and more silted year after year. If this is tbe state of affairs 
as regards our principal waterways bow much worse is it with regard 
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to iam other wa^ays more inland. Many years back before the last 
gre^ earthquak^ur rivers were not so bad, but since then they are 
fast deteriorating and are more constantly shifting their courses, 

1 think most of the members of this House are aware that in omjjjl 
to get to Mymensingh or Dacca from here we have to cross the JamlB 
from Gaolundo or from Serajgunge. I shall, with your permissi« 
Sir, relate a very recent personal experience of mine. On the 6th ^ 
February last I had an ocicasion to cross from Serajgunge to the op{>ositc 
shore. There is a ferry steamer which is supjMised to ply regularly from 
Serajgunge to Charabari rin Baraitoli-Patol. ('harahari is an imiHJrt- 
ant station for passengers to Taiigail which i*< the biggest suhtlivision 
if I am not wrong, in the whole of llengal. When I got to Serajgunge 
I learnt that the feiTv was agi'ouiid somewhere and did not turn up 
the previous evening as was exi>ected, with the result that htindmls 
of passengers were about to be stranded in Serajgunge without knowing 
what to do. After 3 or 4 hours of waiting the ferry steamer turned 
up and we proceeded to cross over. We had imt gone for more than 
a mile when the ferry steamer got stuck again at a place least expended. 
There is an army of pilots and other men whose duly it is to take 
soundings almost tloily and to indicate the route and the channel for 
the steamers to pasvS, by fixing posts along the different (wirtious of 
the river. Thus inspite of all these precautions on the part of the 
steamer companies, it is imiKissihle to navigate these rivers particularly 
in the winter season. From 11 o’clock that day till 5 r.M., the serang 
and his crew aided by most of the jjasseiigers on lamnl, did their utmost 
to float the steamer hut all efforts were in \uin. Towards evening somt 
rickety fishing lK>ats were seen jmssing by that way and these were 
commandered for enabling the passengers on Iniard to < roHs the Jamuno 
as l>cst as they could. 1 shall not talk of the inconvenience and hard- 
ships to which the unfortunate passengers were put, but I shall only 
leave you to imagine the tremendous risk to our lives which every one 
of us ran in our attempt to cross the Jamuna in the darkness of the 
night. Fortunately for me I came out safe from that ordeal otherwise 
fif I would not have been here to-day to tell the tale. 

Now, Sir, this is not a solitary example, hut this is (X'curring very 
frequently not only in this particular line, but in almost all of oui 
river routes, viz,, Dhalleswori-Dacca Line, Barisal-Khulna-Madan* 
pur Line, Goalundo-Kaligunge Line, etc. 

Having regard to the millions of our men, women and children who 
are obliged to have recourse annually to all these different lines for 
the purpose of travelling, it is surely of paramount importances that 
immediate steps should be taken for the betterment of our waterways. 
This resolution merely recommends first of all that a survey be made 
of all important waterways and thereafter definite schemes be drawn up 
as how best to improve tbeee waterways and maintain in a navigable 
condition those that are found to have deteriorated. 
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It was my privilege when I was a member of the Old Imperial 
Legislative Council to agitate for Railways in East 9|{|igal particularly, 
Mymensingh-Netrakona, Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar, Mymensingh- 
Spngail to Aricha and other lines. As a result, the first two have been 
^lj|rilt after years of agitation, but there is no knowing how many years 
piore it will take before the last is built. Even then we shall still 
be depending largely on our waterways. Not only in the interest 
therefore, of East Bengal which in some respe<*ts may be c>alled one 
of the granneries of the w'orld and the principal jute-growing centre 
and which supplies the sinews of war in more wny& than one to West 
Bengal, but also in the interest of trade and commerce themselves, not 
to speak of the duty w'hi(th we all owe to prevent risk to human life, 
it is absolutely incumlxmt upon Government to pay immediate attention 
to this question and take the necessary steps for the betterment of oui 
waterways. With these words I recommend this resolution to the 
unanimous acceptance of this House. 

Mauivi ABDUL CAFUR: I beg to sup])ort the resolution. I come 
from the district of Pabna and as I stated last year really the mighty 
rivers of Bengal, the (Ganges and the Brahmaputra embrace each other 
in my district. Pabna was proud of her rivers: indeed she was healthy 
and wealthy due to these rivers, but now what is her condition!^ These 
rivers have almost dried up and the boat traffic has altogether ceased 
and lands have deteriorated. The health of tlie place has been much 
affected with tlie result that Pabna has become an abode of malaria 
and its rivers the alK)de of water-hyacinth ; incalc ulable mischief has 
been done by the Serajguuge railway line. The Serajgunge railway 
line has cut up the rivers wdth the result that in the rainy season 
people on the north side of the raihvay do suffer most due to the exces- 
sive swelling of tbe water on that side and on the southern side the 
result is that tbe people do not gel sufficient water. On both sides of 
the railway line the people are suffering most (1) due to the swelling 
of the water, (2) insufficiency of the water, the result being that 
for tbe last 10 years famine has bc^en threatening. This year, perhaps, 
there will be real famine in Pabna. Prit^e of rice is high and the 
jMjople are suffering. In every district of Bengal tbe story is perhaps 
the same. Therefore it is the only consideration that we should look 
to; the question is of the utmost imimrtance and Government should 
not in any way be unmindful of the request made in this resolution. 
All waterways are drying up and if this state of things continue I 
think that Bengal will soon find that her j)eople have 1‘ecome extinct. 
If this state of things continue we shall have neither rice nor fish 
to eat nor even air to breathe; even the air will be vitiated and it is 
of tbe utmost importance, therefore, that Government should pay 
immediate attention to the waterways. 

Mr, TARIT BNUBAN ROYt I think I shall be wanting in my 
duty if I did not lend my whole-hearted support to the resolution which 
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ha« been moved by my friend Babu Naliniranjan Sarker. No one will 
peibnps deny that waterways in fact constitute the draina^re system of 
nature. They also represent the natural avenues for the transport of 
merchandise and it is a well-known fact that in tropical countries in «Ctty 
event the j^rowth and development of trade and comnieive and of the 
agricultural and industrial resources of the country is accelerated 
•or retarded according as the natural outlets remain optm and unol>- 
structed or become decadent. 

Anything which impedes these waterways or impairs their efficiency 
causes a disturbance of the economy of nature which must culminate in 
bringing disaster to the Country*. 

Nature had blessed Bengal with a profusmn of her bounties. She 
has for centuries past been pre-eminently famous for her smiling gi'een 
fields, her silvery- streams and her flowing brooks and rivulets. The 
fertility of her soil and the pnKsperity of her trade and commeire was 
unique. Railways were then unknown. Waterways were free and 
fiowing. No one thought or knew of malaria in Bengal. 

But what is her position to-day)' What is the picture which can 
now he presented? 

The soil is deteriointing on a<Mi»unt of the gradual and rapid silting 
of the river channels. The land is losing its fertility by water logging 
due to high embankments and insufficiency of culverts. This was the 
position in Nadia, Bunlwari, Mur-shidahad, .Tessore, Midnapore, Howrah 
and Konnagar in IfU'J. All thi** will appear from the rejjort of the 
Director of Agriculture. 

You may easily realise how much worse is our position to-day. The 
p<*ril of hyacinth which w'a< intejiiaticmal was more ominfnis in Bengal. 
Its spread was sporadic* a fc*w years ago but through our neglect the 
invading pest has marchcMl on with iiresistiblc rapidity. No less an 
authority than Sir J. Bose had obMMVed and \ery rightly that 
“ unless some immediate and effective steps were taken the agricmltural 
land of Eastern Bengal would be a thing of the past 

Malaria has spread, her ravages have increased and agriculture has 
steadily declined. All this has l>een attributed to the fact that the 
Ganges fl(M>ds wdiich are so fertiiisinig have been shut out by the embank- 
ments of the rivers. It is a well known fact that prior to the shutting 
out of the Damodar ficnrds the affected areas were remarkably prosper<»us 
and healthy. Even the Padma river has been silting up. It is a pity 
that healthy areas have now been converted into hot -beds of malaria. 
It is a significant fact that the deltaic areas which are annually flooded 
are still singularly productive and immune from malaria. The great 
dismal swamp in Florida, the deltas of large African rivers, the low- 
lying areas ^ong the flat banks of Palembong river in Bumatra, the 
Godavery and Krishna river deltas in Madras, the delta tracts of the 
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Cauvari river, and cominig nearer still, my subdivieion in Munshigunj 
in the district of Dacca which is inundated every year during the rains, 
are remarkably free from malaria. 

It is veiy unfortunate, however, that almost all the rivers and khals 
in the three Divisions referred to in the resolution have deteriorated, 
Bivers like Arialkha and Kumar in Faridpur, Boral and Karod in 
Bajshahi, Ganga and Churni in Xadia, Dholeswari, Buriganga,* 
Icharaoti and Brahmaputra in the district of Dacca, have hoplessly 
decayed and shrunk. Even the mighty and majestic river Padma on the 
banks of which I live has silted up. Bridge after bridge have been built 
and the decadence and silting of the big rivers have followed as a neces- 
sary sequel. The pest oiiwater-hyacinlh has invaded not only the canals 
and watercourses but even the Buriganga river in which the city of 
Dacca stands. 

Sir Bradford Leslie remarked “ that the loss of the flood spill of 
muddy water in the Ganges has doubtles<i resulted in decreased 
fertility Dr. Bentley in conimentirig on such remark added that in 
this remark lay almost the whole secret of malaria in Bengal. Decreased 
fertility meant decreased agricultural outturn which meant decline of 
agriculture, and the loss of the flood water also led to great increase of 
pestilence. ** The only remedy for all these associated evils ”, 
remarked Dr. Bentley, “ must take the form of restoring to the countiy 
the flood water of which it has been deprived ”. 

The waterways of the three Divisions ought to be sui^'eyed at once and 
definite schemes formulated and carried out for their improvement and 
maintenance. I hope the Govemment will rise to the oc(‘asion and if 
necessary' appoint a committee as early as j)ossible for this purpose. 

Babtl dOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTi: The subject 
matter of this resolution is undoubtedly of paramount importance to the 
people of Bengal. I am afi*aid that the resolution does not go far 
enough becaust» I should think that the time has come when it is 
absolutely urgent that steps should be immediately taken to make a 
survey of all the rivers and waterways in all the districts of Bengal. 
The rt>ot cause to my mind of all the evils from which the people of 
Bengal are suffering is the deterioration of the rivers and waterways of 
the country. Bengal was described as a na^i-matriha desh (country 
alrounding in rivers). The flowing rivers of Bengal contribute in a very 
large measure to the health and prosperity of the wuntry and like the 
streams of the mother's milk the streams of Bengal at one time supplied 
all that was necessary to make the life of the people of Bengal happy 
and contented. . But the old condition of things is fast disappearing. 
The rivers which at one time fertilised the soil and supplied drinking 
water to men and cattle are gradually dying and we are now a dying 
race. The fit'st and paramount duty of the State is undoubtedly the 
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maili^iiaiice of the life of the people from whom the State draws its 
revaittie and yet it is a fact that the once prosperous and lovely villages 
of Bengal are now a picture of depopulation, sickness and poverty which 
hate made the life of the villagers really intolerable. It cannot be said 
that Government is unconscious of the enonnity of the situation for we 
gather from the report of no less an eminent expert than Dr. Bentley, 
the late Director of Public Health of Bengal, that the deterioration of 
the rivers and waterways of Bengal is principally responsible for the 
alarming increase of malaria, decrease in the fertility of the soil and 
the decline in the piosperity of the country. Dr, Bentley in his 
masterly report on malaria and agriculture in Bengal has dealt with 
these questions so thoroughly that it w(»uld be a mere waste of time if I 
were to take the time of the Ibmse in ivpeatin(pthe facts and figuivs by 
which that eminent expert on public health has supported his urgu* 
inents. 

Dr. Bentley says in his report that in Bengal where the bulk of the 
people are dej)endent upon agriculture, low death inte accoiiifiany 
agricultural prosperity and high mortality and bad health on the contrary 
are as clearly nssmiated with evidence of agricultural deterioration. 
He puts the whole matter in a nutshell when he says that it is the want 
of facilities foi the ingress and egress of rain and flood water which is 
responsible b<»th for a great decline of agriculture and the deterioration 
of the public health that has accompanied it, and in the opinion of that 
eminent expert the indisc'riminate embanking of vast trac^h in lower 
Bengal primarily for flood prevention and secondarily owing to (ha 
coustiuctiou of the net*work of the railways and roads that now' (‘over 
the country has caused serious damage alike to agrh'ulture and to the 
health of the people. Dr. Bentley has reiommendctl that a survey of all 
existing water-courses in every district is essential. atern'ourses, 
according to him, re<iuired to be examine<l from three jMiints of view : 
( 1 ) drainage, { 2 ) iirigation, and (.i) communication. 

That the construction of railways has materially contributed to the 
moribund condition of many rivers and waterways in Bengal is i»roved by 
Dr. Bentley by facts and figures. Now, who constructed these railways? 
Certainly the Government and therefore it will not be a rash asserlion to 
make that the action of the Government is primarily responsible f<»r the 
increase of malaria and the de<'line of agriculture. Sir, it is admitted 
on all hands that malaria is causing the greatest havcK' in the country. 
We are often asked to cairy on vigorously anti-malarial operations to 
combat this terrible disease. Dr. Bentley has, however, dis<*ussed this 
question and his conc lusions are that far as anti-malarial measures are 
concerned we could not possibly attain anything like success with an 
expenditure of less than 16 to 60 crores of rupees. 

Then again to combat malaria by distribution of quinine with any* 
thing like success is an equally impossible task in Bengal. In my own 
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district town of Dinajpur an experiment for distribution of quinine to 
children and others suffering from malaria and enlarged spleen was 
carried out for a period of between 3 and 4 years. The distribution was 
at the rate of about 70 grains per head of the total population of the town. 
The experiment was partly successful but Dr. Bentley says that to 
admiiister quinine throughout the province at the late allowed in Dinaj- 
pur would entail an annual consumption of about 450,000 lbs. of the drug 
or very nearly half the world’s present supply of quinine and the cost at 
present market prices would be about crores of rupees. If the price 
of (luinine advanced, as it undoubtedly would if used on this scale, the 
cost would be increased propoitionately. 

Sir, all the talk therefore of saving the people of Bengal from the 
attack of malaria by tMI establishment of anti-malarial societies, anti- 
kaluzar societies and the like seems to be all in vain. No successful 
attempt is possible until the (Government fully realises the danger which 
is gradually becoming more and more serious by the silting up of the 
rivers and waterw'ays of the province. Dr. Bentley submitted his report 
in March, 1925. Fully a year has now' passed and we are not aware that 
the Government is going to take any steps on the lines suggested by 
Dr. Bentley. The people have a right to demand an answer from the 
Government as to what is the (iovernment doing to save the country 
from depopulation. Probably we .shall have the usual stereotyped reply 
that the measures suggested would entail a cost which is too heavy for 
the Government to meet under the present state of the finances. That, 
how'ever, is a reply whiidi will never satisfy the people. For we know 
that funds are made available whereever the Government wants money 
for purposes other than w’hat really touch the life and the comfort of 
the poor taxpayer. Sir, the situatioT» is to my mind has become so 
alarming, as u glance at the mortality figuies will show, that there is 
no longer any time to lose, and the Government slnmld without delay 
employ all its resources to have an immediate survey of all the rivers and 
waterways and reclaim all of them which are fast decaying. 


Hiji LAt MAHAMMED s|>oke in Bengali. The English translation 
of which is as follows: — 

“Formerly the Padina flushed all the water-courses in Rajshahi 
District and supplied both drinking water and water for agricultural 
purposes. During the past few* years the mouths of these have gradually 
silted up and unless thei'eis exceptional rise of the water of the Padma, 
they are served w*ith no water at all or with very* little of it. Formerly 
all these branch rivers were navigable by boat all the year round and 
offered opportimities for brisk inland trade which is at present all but 
killed. All the bila in the interior part of the district were filled annually 
with fresh water by these branch rivers and kept in good condition. But 
now this annual supply has been cut off and they are overgrown with 
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iredb and water-hyacinth and their water has become foul and undrink* 
abli even to the animals. There is, however, such scarcity of drinking 
water that the villagers are compelled to drink this foul liquid, and as 
a result of it die prematurely in large numbers of Malaria and Kala-arar. 
The situation will he realised when the census figures for 1921 for four 
thanas in the Sadar sub-division are quoted. They show a decrease of 
12,065 from 3,18,101 within ten years. We are afraid that Rajshahi 
district will become depopulated unless step,s are taken to flush these 
stagnant bils with water from the Padma and give fresh drinking water 
to the people. There are nearly 35 bils whi(‘h are connected with two 
branch rivers of the Padma. The villagers have been trying during the 
past few years to destroy wnter-byacinth choking up the channels of 
communication and excavate them in order to bring water f roin the 
Padma. We might make particular mention of the efforts of tile inbahi- 
tants of Bhalukgachi. But the work is retarded for want of funds. I 
appeal to the House to give tlieir earnest attention to the matter and bring 
relief to the village people.” 

Mr, B, N.8A8MAL: I have great pleasure in seconding the res«)lu- 
lion that has been moved by Babu Naliniianjun Surker and which now 
includes the ('hittagong and Dacca Divisions by the amendments pro- 
posed. 1 support this i*esolution on tln*ee gi'ounds. I'he r*e<*ommentia- 
tion made in this resolution is necessary, tir*stly, for tl»e healtli of this 
country. It is necessary, secondly, for the iiiiprovement of agriculture, 
r.c., f(»r improving the wealth of the provime, and, thirdly, it is necessary 
in tliose areas wliere Itixids take [ilace almost every year arid the floods 
are taking place on the ground tliat the rush of water does not find any 
outlet to go into tire Bay. St» far as the first point, ri:., the health of the 
oountrv is concerned, it seems, that if the (ioverniiieirt of the I’ountry 
were I'esponsible to the people such a tiring would rrever have taken place. 
During the rule <rf the British iir this country for about tuo centuries, 
there have been absolutely no want of funds for sc hemes to increaHe the 
salaries of oftj 4 eis who have nothing to do with the health of the land. 
It appeal’s wherr «>ire gr^es deep iirto the (|uestioir, that our ( h)ver iiriient 
is heartless. If people having the responsibility to look to the health of 
so many inillioris of people, sit idle f»»r such a length of time, the result 
admitted by the Government experts i.H deplorable, the ( oriclusion that is 
Imund to he drawn is irresistahle that they are heariless. We might have 
proviiK'ial autonomy sooner’ or later, we might have other rights given 
to us Warner or later or resisted from the authorities semner or later; hut 
so long as the Government do irot realise that the health of the people, 
from whom they realise the taxes f<»r the maintenance of most of their 
officers, is improved— until that is done, it is absolutely a qneHiiou of 
moonshine to us that they are governing the country for our intercstfi. 
I>r. Bentley’s name has Wn mentioned. I might mention one fact for 
the information of this House. I belong to a town named Conlai in tho 
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Midnapare diatrict which was about 20 years afeo a sanatorium ; to-day it 
is so badly malarious that I anticipate the fate of Chandrakona, which 
is in another part of Midnapore. We have started anti-malarial 
societies. The District Board of Midnapore contribute Hs. 5,000 
to the health committees that have been started. I wrote to the 
Health Department to send out experts to survm the area where 
there has been malaria lately and I asked blank to the 

authorities of the Health Department that after theisaurvey they should 
give directions to the Anti-Malarial Sfjciety and the Health Society and 
I myself undertook to provide funds either from the District Boards or by 
laising public funds. But I wanted one undertaking from them — that 
malaria must be driven out from the area. Do you know what was the reply 
I received from them Y They said it was a (question of drainage. Malaria 
cannot he driven out successfully by quininism or by human benefaction 
only until the question was tackled, which was a large problem and 
(loveniment were n(»t prepared to take it up just then. That area was 
a khas mahal urea diiectly managed by the Government. Then I pro- 
posed that there should be an undertaking given to us that malaria 
should be driven out, no matter whether in 1 ') years or in 20 years and v>e 
undertook on our part to carry out all the suggestions and directions of 
Government as loyally as anything could l»e (‘arrie<l out loyally. Xo 
undei taking has yet been given. The ground is, as I have been told 
privately — some people are afraid of losing their service if it is said 
publicly — that it was a question of drainage and until that question w^aa 
solved nothing could be done, and the callousness does n(»t end there. 
There are big anti-malarial societies practi<*ally in every district. People 
are asked to subscribe, people are requested to become volunteers and 
the gentlemen who go about country-sides and ask foi subscriptions know' 
in their heart of hearts that in the long run the^e societies are doomed 
to failure, and that nothing can be done until the drainage question ia 
taken up. Therefore, my first point is suffic iently clear — that unless 
these waterways are surveyed and steps taken that they do not clog 
waters from passing to the Bay there is absolutely no lu»pe so far as the 
health of this piovince ia concerned. 

My second point is that agriculture is deteriorating. There can be 
no doubt altout it. We had a sympathetic Commissioner in otir Divi- 
sion — I mean Mr. J. X. (fupta. He had drawn up a scheme for surveying 
certain rivers of my district. He wrote to me to say that it was sent 
up to Government for consideration. That was about two years ago. I 
do not know what bas happened to that si'heme. Probably it is still 
under consideration and the health of people has ever since been suffeiv 
ing. Mr. Gupta has since been transferred to the Pi'esidency Division. 
There 1 am sura he will suggest certain other improvements and draw 
up a few schemes which will in due course lie in Government shelvea 
pending consideration all the while. At the same time the salaries of 
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oBeim from the Civil Sertice down to the chaukidan will rise by l«e pv 
and^unds. 


Hien take the question of flood. It is inconceivable to think that 
so far as my district is concerned the enfrineerinp experts attached to thfr 
Government of Bempl were absolutely uninformed in the old day?*. 
They began construiSting embankments in the district of Midnajiore for 
the first time in Bengal. I say for the first time Wause I have found 
out that there have been no einliankments in Eastern Bengal. Thejr 
spent large sums of money in building embankments in the district of 
Midnapore because it was contiguous to the Bay. They erected em- 
bankments on both sides leaving no spill area for the floml. The result 
has been that whenever there is a flood — the rivers in the district of 
Midnapore are generally connected with the hills in the Ontral Provinces. 
— there is a rush of water from above and the embankments l>eing on both 
banks of the river there is no room for the spill to be discharged with the* 
result that the embankments get flooded and the water remains logged 
every time there is a flood. AVhen we send telegrams to the Governor, they 
are sent down fnmi the Governor through the proper channel to the^ 
Commissioner then to the District (Officer and to Circle Ofticer and then 
to the Public Works Department Officer on the spot. The Public Work*. 
Officer asks why should the telegrams be sent to the Governor — wo ane 
here on the spot and we know what is to be done with these things. 
But where was the money to come fnnn? That is the whole point. We 
have heart are powerless, moneyless and scheiiieless, although the* 
Government of this province is a scheming Goveinineut Wcouse fhere^ 
have been schemes and schemes for the last ITri years. So far as Midna- 
pore is concerned there have been aliout UK) schemes during the last 
centuiy and a quarter and nothing has been done. Mr. Addamii- 
W’illiams has foninilated a scheme lately costing a crore of rupees for 
the (fhatnl subdivision. I inffuined him in the preseio'c of Mr. Gupta 
that that scheme was l)oun<l to fail. I take this opjKirtunity to inforia 
this House so that it may lie kept in the record of the proceedings that 
that scheme is Inmnd to fail. Take the Tamluk sulxli vision of th#- 
Midnapore district, (hivernment have decided to excavate Ganga Khalil 
They are going to spend some money over it and the District Board la 
also contributing. This khal disrharges itself into the Hupnarayan rivor 
at a point of a mile and a half below the river and its water is silting*. 
There is a big island already. I told the authorities that it was no uea- 
proceeding that way. This silt is lioand to silt up the Ganga Khali Khaf 
in the long run. I know that this scheme will also fail. Then whwr 
there is a flood into the Damodar river it discharges itself in (he Rup^ 
narayan and because there is a silt near Tamluk the Rupnarayan cannot 
discharge it« »ilt ip the Oangee. The result is that the water goes up- 
wards and the whole of the subdivision is flooded. And if there is m 
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simultaneous flood in Tarkeswar and Silki the question becomes absolute* 
ly hopeless. Mr. Addanis-Williams himself told me that from the point 
«f view of engineering it was not an impossible task to check this. 
But where was the money to come from? That is the whole point. We 
can have money for the increase of salaries of our highly paid civil 
servants but Government have no money to look to the health of the 
people. W^e have waited, we shall have to wait a little longer but I am 
liure we arfs not going to wait for long. The reaction is bound to recoil 
■on the head of Government. Signs of discontent are abroad everywhere 
not only among the educated class but also among the masses. If these 
■•questions are not tackled not only for the benefit of the people but for 
the protection of the interest of Government, the administration which 
is goingon merrily cannot goon longer in this way. 

Therefore, all tke three points I have raised are quite good and I 
ho|)e that this resolution will be passed. 

Tlien take the Contai subdivision [Here the member reached 

liis time limit and had to resume his seat]. 


Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to support the resolution. I l>eg 
to submit that the que.stion before u.s is not a new question at all. We 
in this Council have times without number brought this matter to the 
notice of Government that it was an absolute necessity for Government to 
improve waterways of Bengal. In the reformed Cimncil this matter of 
•<lredging the Bhaginithi and improving it was brought }>efore this very 
House; and the then MemWr-iii-charge for Government, the Maharaja- 
■dhirnja Bahadur of Burdwuu, was pleased to give a pit>mise that coutinu- 
*0118 flow of the river would he preserved. This matter was biought 
^gain in some shape or other l)efore the present Meml)er-in-charge of the 
pnrtbdio and we were told that Government did not give any promise. 
This is, Sir, how matters stand at present. It is absolutely necessary 
that the watera*ays of Bengal should be tackled with in a manner l>ene- 
flcial to the people of this country. So far as the Bhagirathi i.s concerned, 
this is a mater which is quite known to Government, that the health as 
vrell as the prosperity of the people living on the banks of this river 
-depends to the gi’eatest possible extent upon a continuous flow of this 
river. Though we had some flow in the river at the time the Maharaja- 
^hiraja Bahadur of Burdwan was in the Council, but I am afraid, with 
the advent of our ifon’ble Friend here, instead of having a flow in the 
Bhagirathi, we shall have nothing but sand and mud to blot’k the water- 
way. We hope, Sir, earnestly that instead of tackling the whole question 
]» a lump it should be the duty of Government to take up particular 
waterways — and possibly theio are some for which the ne<'essar>' surveys 
liavo been made-~-and then to see that continuous flow is given to such 
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This, as has beea pointed out by some of the members, is 
absdntely necessary and this vitally affects the health as well the pros- 
perity of the people of this country. We do want and we do expect that 
OoTemment should deal with this question and should make the people 
feel and see for themselves that something tangibie is being done for 
them. Sir, allow me to say this much only, that so far as the question 
of the embankment of rivci-s is concerned, thei-e should be no provision 
for keeping the embankment intact, for it is the emhankmcnts of these 
rivers that has adversely affected not only the health, hut the piosiierity 
of the people. In places which were altogether free from malaria, 
see nothing else but malaria-stricken people; in place of riches and plenty, 
w'e see nothing but waste and desolation ami that is Ix^ uuse you do not 
allow the flood winter to reach the remote parts of the district to make 
them fei-tile. It seems to lie necessary — I think it is also expert opinion 
— that we should allow places cxtemling on the siiles of the river to have 
enough flood water in order to give them necessary fertility. We ho{>e, 
Sir, that our friend the^llon’Me Member will ^ee that something more 
tangible is done during the time he holds the portfidio of the Irrigation 
Department. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY, CHOUDHURI Bahadur: I 

support the rescdiition whole-hearted! v. It ha'< a very far-reaching effect 
and is vitally important for the welfare of the Province. The residution 
No. ()■) whi<‘h stands in my name relates to only <me important waterway 
W'hereas this reMdution is moie comprehensive. If I get the op|M)r- 
tunity of moving my lesolntioii I shall shou its importance hut now I 
shall confine myself to a few general ohservatioiis .)n]>. Waterways — 
rivers and khals— are in some distri<-ts of Hast Pengal the principal 
means of <*ommunicution. They are more inqmrtnnt in those hwalitieH 
than the road^ themselves. Some of the District Boards have in those 
parts paid greater attention to the khals than roads. Sometimes it in 
impossible to construct and maintain rf»ads there in pi*opei mder and 
during the rains the loads h+M-ome impassable on ac<*oiint of. the nature 
of the soil. People in those parts pn*fer lamt-traffic than cart-traffic, 
as it is more convenient, easy, less co-^tly and feasible. But it is not 
possible for the District Boards to keep all impm-tant khals in prf»p«!r 
and passable order on account of the shortiiesn of funtls. There are dia- 
trict or parts of districts wheie railway communication is imprwRible for 
the existence of too many channels and ri%'ers, in those parts steiimer 
communication would l>e the only means of pro|H*r I’ommunication, and 
this is only practicable if the channels are kept navitgable. Tonstruc. 
tion of railwaj's is sometimes disliked for the fear of malaria. TTnlaM 
the free drainage of the land is kept open, the sanitation of the place i* 
wire to deteriorate. It is therefiire absolutely necessary that both for 
easy communication and drainage, the important waterways of Bengal 
abould be improved and maintained. With free drainage the lertiliiy 
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of the fioil will increase and will anginent the agricnltnral produce of 
the land and consequently improre its economic condition. 

■•bu lORODA PRMAO DEY: I would not be true to my position 
as the representative of one of the districts of tbe Burdwan Division if 
I did not rise to support this resolution, more especially the amendment 
of my friend Maulvi Zauoor Ahmed. My district of Hooghly has been 
or rather was, full of rivers, so much so that formerly we find in history 
that even ships used to ^o in to the interior of the district cariy’ing 
merchandise and other articles of trade. But what is the present posi- 
tion of that district with rep-ard to these rivers. It is now full of dead 
and dyinjf rivers. I have heard some of the districts in Eastern Ben^^al 
called “ river districts In that manner my district should now be 
called a “ dead river district ”, It is a district in which althoujjrh there 
are several rivers, whose names can be j?iven, and almost all of them are 
now either dead or in a dyin^r condition, and the result is that the people 
suffer 'jfreatly in respect of their health and ajfriculture. We have f?ot 
railway lines for our convenience, and we do not feel that amount of 
hardship in the absence of these rivers, but it roust be admitted, and 
there can be no two opinions about it, that these conveniences have been 
lH)ii|ii^ht at the expense of our health and prosperity. Fixini time to time 
attempts have been made t<» do a certain amount of work in respect of the 
river .'Saniswati ; sometimes schemes have been prepared; sometimes 
these have been considered, sometimes we have heard that a survey is 
bein^ made of it, but nothinf? definite has been done, nothing: definite 
attempted. We have seen some of these rivers choked with water- 
hyacinth, and the question of drinkinpr water has thus Wcome a very 
difficult question; this question ouj^^ht to receive the attention of Govern- 
ment. But nothinfr has been done in that direction. Then, Sir, our 
district suffers both ways; it suffers fitun flood in one part of the district, 
and fnmi scan’ity of water in another part, and it ^oes without saying 
that if proper survery is made and if pmper schemes drawn up, and if 
these schemes were put into execution, it would be found that the surplus 
water of (me place can W diverted into another, and thus the scarcity 
of water in that place removed. But no attempt has been made. Ours 
is a costly administration; there can l>e no doubt about it, but although 
we find that the (’ost of administration is mounting up ever>- yfear, we 
do not find any pn)per attempt Wing made with regard to this question 
of improving the (‘ondition of our rivers, W'e have heard that dredging 
operations will W taken up and some new dredgers are pit>posed to be 
purcbaseil, and as soon as that will W done — I heard from His Excel- 
lency liord Ronaldshay when he was pleased to visit the Hooghly district 
— that when these new dredgers are purchased the question of these rivers 
will be taken up, and His Excellency expet‘ted that something sub- 
stantial would be done towards this much-needed reform. But so far 
nothing has been done; nothing has really been attempted, there are 
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eon^pIainU from other districts as has been pointed out by other 
meHibors. So the whole question of river survey for the whole province 
and Ae preparation of schemes for the improvement of rivers has become 
a question that ought not to be neglected any further, but should be 
taken up in right earnest. With these words I beg to support the 
resolution. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I do iu>t piHjpose to make a 
speech, but I rise only to draw the attention of Government to the 
serious state of things in the district of Tippera, and Brahnionharia sub* 
division within a mile of Akhaura Railway Station. The river has 
silted up there, and the result is that there is much damage even' year. 
The position is so serious that the people have submitted several memo* 
rials to Government. In fact, I was called upon some time ago to move 
a resolution on the subject in this Council ; accordingly I gave notice 
of the resolution, but unfortunately it was not rea^died. My object in 
speaking now is to draw the attention of Government to this serious 
state of things. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I do not pio|)ose to make a speech. 
This subject has been discussed for some length of time. But that is 
only natural as there are rivers in every constituency whi(’h require 
immediate attention. I want to draw the attention of the Government 
to two rivers of my district — Buriganga and Ichamati. In reply t»» a 
resolution which was passed in the last Council, a scheme was prepat-ed 
and Rs. •30,(KX) wa.s pn»viiled to have dredgers to dredge the river 
Buriganga, I would like the Ilon’hle Member to tell us what ha* 
happened to that scheme or if the scheme is still under (onsideration. 
The district of Dacca is even now comparatively less malarious than 
other districts. The same may W said of the town in spite of the fact 
its Municipality has been neglected for a long time. T want to biiiig this 
to the notice of the Government that if nothing is done to these river* 
at the earliest opportunity Dacca will become more malarioUM than any 
other distri<t in Bengal, and I hojie Government will give immediate 
attention to this matter. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

(After the adjournment.) 

•Mm AMULYA DHONE ADOY; iSir, I l»eg to support the resolu- 
tion which has been ably moved by Babu NaJiniranjan Barker and 
subject to the modification which has been proposed by Kaulvi Zan- 
noor Ahmed. I would draw attention to the most deplorable condi- 
tion of the Tolly's Nullah in the district of 24-p8rganas and the river 
Saraswati in the district of Hooghly. As regards the Tolly's Nullah. 
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it hiiB practically been silted up. I admit that last year the central 
portion of the Nullah was re-excavated, but the eastern j)ortion has 
not been taken up yet, and it has practically been converted into a 
nikaii. As a result, the trade of Calcutta with 24-Parganas and 
Khulna has been seriously affected, and the trade of Chetla has been 
practically diverted to Magrahat in 24-Parganas. A large number of 
godowns have been lying vacant for a long period and the silting up 
of the Tolly *8 Nullah has been responsible for this. I fail to under- 
stand why its junction with the Baidyadhari river has been closed. 
That is the reason why the condition of the river has deteriorated so 
much. 

As regards the Saraswati river, it cannot be called a river now: 
it is nothing but a nikasif and the place through which it flows near 
Saptagram is now a jungle. There was a time when this place was a 
centre of trade and a congested area; but, Sir, it has now been turned 
into a jungle. The silting up of the Saraswati has caused the out- 
break of malaria in the locality, which has practically been depopulated. 
The negligence of Government is responsible for this state of things. 
Therefore, I appeal to the Hon^ble Meinl)er-in-charge to pay speeial 
attention to the Saraswati in Hooghly and the Tolly’s Nullah in 24- 
Parganas and have them re-excavated as early as possible. 

Babu R0ME8H CHAHDRA BACCHi! Sir, this resolution about 
the improvement of waterways is bo important that almost all Ibe 
members have got a stoiy' to tell in respect of their districts. My 
district Malda is the first district of Bengal through which the Ganges 
mokes its course on entering Bengal, and its branches, the Kaliudi 
and Tulshi Ganga, entirely flowing through Malda have got their 
sources silted up with the same disastrous consequences to the health 
and prosperity of the people as in other districts. Sir, I have .h similar 
resolution for my district, but as there is little chance of the same 
coming up in this session, I support this resolution though restricted 
in its scope with the hope that a precedent may now be created which 
in time may be extended to other districts ns well. 

MiMivi KADER BAKBHs I had no mind to take part in the dis- 
cussion on this resolution because the question has ^been very 
thoroughly discussed, and I did not put in any amendmint to this 
resolution including my district because I expected that Government 
would be kind enough to make some provision in the budget for 
improving the condition of Binajpur. As I submitted last year when 
the budget was under discussion, the condition of Dinajpur was gradu- 
ally becoming worse and its population has been recced to almobt 
half in the course of last 80 years. But I am sorry to find that there 
has been no provision made in tbe budget for the purpose of improving 
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th# condition of the Dinajpur distnct. Now, Sir, when His ExreL 
leni^ the GoTernor visited Dinajpur on the 26th November, 192i, he 
wai ijiown how the Ghagra river was silting up and how it was takings 
away hundreds of lives every month. I can tell you that Dinajpur, so 
fir as the town is concerned, is the unhealthiest place in the whole^ 
province, and the condition of the other parts of the district is not 
hopeful. I can tell you that there are some thanos where the binh 
rate is much lower than the death rate. On the last occasion I told' 
the House that the numW of population of Dinajpur had come down 

lakhs to 15. Now, what are the causes? The main causes iiie^ 
mainly due to want of pro{H*r drainage. It is neither a railway dip'- 
ll ict nor a river district. The very few rivers that existed in the- 
district and which used to serve the purpose of natural drains are now 
bf^ing silted up either through the negligence of the authorities or 
dying a natural death. There are some rivers on the railway line^ 
but they are also drying up on account of the culverts being very 
narrow', and in some places the opening of the culverts is being 
narrowed down still further, I can ci(e the instance of the Kakriv 
river which is only 5 miles from Dinajpur town and which was a very 
big river formerly and through which people could go to the town liy 
boats to attend district Hoard and other meetings. This was about 
20 years back but now even in the rainy season siiuill boats can haidly 
pass through this river. The Government officials do not dare visit- 
ing the district headquarters on account of its unhealthiness. When- 
ever a Government official goes to Dinajpur it takes aliout seveniT 
moiith.< to «(Uicspon<l with the district autheuities regarding the con* 
dition of the district and also regarding the motor coinmunicaiion. I 
understand that Mr. Hogg, who is going to visit Dinajpur, has been* 
corresponding for the last 8 or 9 months ns to whether there is motor 
communication or boat traffic. One has to travel about 69 miles by 
motor and so it is a ver>' dangerous and difficult task, and for (hia 
reason the inspecting oflScers do not dare visit Dinajpur. So I submit 
that if Government had kept these rivers living they would have* 
afforded another means of communication. So far as my district ia 
ooncemed, the people in the interior are fast dying for want of a 
piroper drainage system. 

With these observations and bearing in mind the condition of my 
own district, I whole heartedly supjxirt this resolution. I appeal to 
the Hon ’file Member-in-charge to take into consideration the case of' 
Dinajpur also although the resolution does not include it. Mr. Sasmaf 
has said that there are 100 schemes regarding his district on this 
point: be ought to thank his stars that there are so many schemes hut 
so far as my district is concerned, we have always been neglected and 
our prayers never reached the ears of the authorities. I hope the* 
Hcm’ble Member will kindly take into consideration the case of my^ 
district when considering this question. 
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Khtfl lillMlur Maiiivi ASOUi MLAMl Sir, aa one renreaentin 
« MnhammadBii constituency in the Jeseor© district, I think it my dut 
to pve my wholehearted support to this resolution. It is a resolutioi 
which is l^neficial to the people of Bengal in all respects. It is a reso 
lution which, if enforced, at one thrust will slay several monsters, th 
monsters of cholera, malaria and kala-azar. I support the resolutioi 
on three grounds— on the grounds of humanity, economy and prosperity 
of the people. We are spending so much money in these days on al 
sorts of schemes— anti-kala-azar scheme, anti-malaria scheme and oi 
several other schemes which I do not remember now. But I may tel 
the House that it is the improvement of the natural waterways that wil 
remove the root csMse of all these evils. It has been well said that th< 
<lue8tion of the improvement of the waterways in Bengal is the mos 
vital question, and that where rivers are dead or dying, people are als( 
•dead and dying. I have been to many places and have seen people 
who in my younger days were healthy and robust, now reduced to skele 
tons with big spleens and other complaints, owing to the decay of th< 
rivers. Magura and Jhenida subdivisioiw in the Jessore district wer< 
in my younger days healthy tracts but now are malarial. There was 
•a river, Barasia, in the Magura subdivision, which has now silted up 
at its mouth. Big steamers in my younger days used to pmss through 
that river, and carry merchandise of all sorts, but owing to the culpable 
neglect of those responsible for keeping up the natural waterways ot 
Bengal, this river, which was once so majestic and noble, has now 
shrunk into an unhealthy and muddy pool, and has become the hot-bed 
of cholera, malaria and all sorts of diseases. I brought to the notice of 
the Irrigation Secretary, Mr. Addam.s-Williams, that there was a bar of 
sand at the mouth of the Barasia where it joins the Madhumati river, 
mid that 'this bur should be removed in order to make the river navi- 
gable, but nothing has been done up till now. Sir, you are spending 
lots of money on all sorts of schemes, such as anti-malaria, anti-cholera 
mid anti-kala-azar schemesi and also on sinking of wells, but if vou 
tackle this root cause, it will not only save the lives of the people and 
improve their health, but will also afford trading facilities and better 
their ei^onomic position, and on th© top of it all, it will reduc.© 
ture in other directions, such as sinking of wells, anti-malaria, aii£ 
cholera, and anti-kala-aear schemes and supplier of quinine. 

Railway bridges too, in the past have interfered with the course of 
rivers, such as the Gorai so that they have now become shallow. I 
cannot of course, say being a layman if the engineers realised in the 
past the necessity of culverts but I do say that it was culpable neglect 
aot to have removed the silt at the mouth of the Barasia river in order 
to keep it navigable throughout the year. Government is expending 
huge sums of money on all sorts of canals, the Grand Trunk Canal, Hie 
Madaripur BImd Canal and other canals. But it is a pity they will 
not take up and turn to account what Nature in its bounty has supplied 
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Bcttgbl, namely, its glorious system o! natunsl iri^nrmys, by mmllis of 
fliiuiil irrigation schemes. Government purchased several dredgers, 
R&M^dshay, Burdwan^ etc., which the Hoirble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan said would be Used in dredging some of the silted- 
up rivers. May I ask what has become of thcNe dretlgt»r.s May T 
refiuast Mr. Addauis-AVilliuins to send up some of them to dredge the 
silted-up rivers including the Barasiah There are other important 
rivers in the Jessore and Fari<lj)ur districts, such a.s the Kumar river; 
they were in my youngt‘r days navigable, hut now have almost silted 
up and have become hot-beds of clndera and malaria. AVhy don’t you 
remove the silt at the mouth of the Kumar river where it joins the 
Padma river? It can’t be an expensive or ditiicuk engineering feat, 
in these days. 

With these words I would request the Hon ’hie Mcmber-in-charge 
to support the resolution which would Ik' so very InMieficiul to all cluHses 
of the people of Bengal, in all respects. 

Or. MOHINI MOHAN DAS s{xike in Bengali. The English trans- 
lation of which is as follows: — 

“ Sir, I support Bab u Nalinirunjun Sarker’s reMilution because the 
problems of sanitation and agriculture in Bengal are intimaUdy connected 
w ith her waterways. 

Many of her rivers have silted up and flixxling has become a regular 
mid recurrent thing. The natural outlets of this water hoving lieen 
blocked up, it stagnates and breeds Malaria and Kaln-azar. 

Bengal has arrived at this miserable condition little by little, in the 
course of the lust fifty years, during which railway embunkraents and 
bridges have multiplied and natural nater channeis hcive lieen diverted 
Horn their course. It was at this conclusion that Dr, Bentley came to 
as the result of his inquiries into the cause of the last floods in North 
Bengal. 

But the Goveruiueiit are not prepaied to listen to the public. It has 
Jbeen proposed to shut up the gate** of all the cuuulh having connectuui 
Jrith thie Kumar in Mudaripur in the intere.*»t (*f the Steamer (’ompanies, 
and though theie has been vehement protests from thousuiids of men, 
Government have admitted that they stick to the project. We have no 
doubt that the Government think that they will do their duty hy 'distri- 
huting some quinine when, in consequence of the step they will take, 
Malaria will apiiear in every house in the affected area. It is a stop 
deliberately taken with full knowledge of the cHsastrems comNK|uenc4« it 
will produce, for, not only men but also their lands which are their means 
of subsiatence will suffer by it. Without Swaraj we cannot effectually 
remedy tine condition of things, I support this reoolution in the hope 
that it might do at least some good.’* 
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iihii MAMdlMA MATII MAITYl I iiearitly euppart 
tion of Babu Nalmiranjaa Sariier as amended by MauWi Zapnoo 
Abmed. About 15 years ago there was a seTere iood in the Conte 
subdivision as the rivers and khals there were silted up and blocked 
resulting in heavy loss of life and loss of crops and making people home 
le#^. In answer to my question the Hon’ble the Maharaja Bahadur o 
Nadia said on the 8th December, 1925, that a scheme has been former 
for the discharge of water in the flood affected area. But to my ques 
tion he has replied to-day that it is improbable that the project will b 
taken up in the near future. 

As regards Suadighi and Gangakliali khals in the Tamluk subdivi 
sion I was informed on the 13th August, 1925, that a detailed projec 
under the Sanitary Drainage Act, VI of 1920, was sent to the Collecto 
of Midnapore for action. I am informed to-day that a scheme was sec 
to the Collector on the 22nd September, 1924, but on the 29th January 
1925, about 4 months later, I w’as informed by no less a person than th 
Collector of Midnapore that no project reached his oflBce. 

These things show that the Government is not at all serious abou 
these matters which are matters of life and death to the people. If th 
natural rivers and khals are made to run as before there would be U' 
malaria and flood. I therefore request the Government to take promp 
action to relieve the distress of the people who suffer from malaria fo 
want of proper drainage and whose life and home are not safe fron 
floods which take place now amd then owing to the silting up of th( 
rivers and khals. 

QHANaRA^ RAY R«Mur 
^ NyMkS I wonder what could be the reason for this sudden anxietj 
of the members of this Council to co-operate with each other as betweei 
the right wing and the left wing of the House to-day and to sail ii 
the same boat over the ** waterways.*' Perhaps, the reason is noi 
far to seek— it is because that 3 or 4 months hence the new election 
is coming on. I do not know! However, I congratulate my friend 
Babu Naliniranjan Sarker for bringing this question to the forefront 
but I am sure he never thought that his resolution would take about 
a couple of hours that the House has given to it. 

Mr. Sasmal has attacked the experts of Government so far as the 
schemes of the Irrigation Department are concerned. I think he con- 
siders himself to be a great expert in irrigation matters, otherwise, 
I do not know how he oould be competent to challenge the schemes 
drawn up by an expert of the standing of Mr. Addams- Williams who 
I dare say is the best expert going in Bengal if not in India for the time 
being. 

Mr. Ekramul Huq has tried to accuse me of some breach of pro- 
mise, alleged to have been made by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
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Bwlwaa. 1 do not know if my predecosaop g«To mi imdmidkixig 
tlial lie was going to be a second incamaiioii of Bbagiratli and to kMp 
ike Bkagiratbi flowing during bis timo. He could not however, do 

90 * 

Baku Boroda Prosad Dey has complained that nothing has been 
done in his district. I would remind him that the Hoorhoora and the 
Buzi khaJ dredgings have just been completed and we did put a 
dredger tbere. Babu Akhil Chandra Butt has complained about 
certain rivers near Akhaura. I may tell him for his information that 
an officer has already been deputed to look into this matter. For 
the information of my friend Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy I may say that 
if he will look into the budget he will see that we have already made 
n provision of a lakh of rupees for the Buriganga in Dacca. So, the 
resolution with its amendments covers the whole of this province which 
is now in charge of the Irrigation Department. This department has 
been busy for a good many years in examining the various problems 
connected with the conservation of the rivers and khals. The subject 
is one of great magnitude and care has to be taken that the activities 
of the department are not spread over too wide an area. It is better 
to concentrate on specifi<’ cases and to work up projects with a view 
to getting something prtu‘tiral done than to spread the staff indis- 
criminately over the whole area : within the last two years preliminary 
inquiries have been maide in the districts of Rajshahi, Mald^, Pabna* 
Murshidabad, Nadia, Jessore. Khulna, Faridpur, Mymeasingh, Dacca, 
Hooghly, Howrah, Midnapore, Bunkum, and Birbhum and several 
ftrojects ha^'e resulted, two of which, the Bkairab in the M^erpur 
subdivision of the Nadia dintrict and the Gobra Nala in Mursh^abad, 
have been included in the budget for the next year, for which the 
Council will he asked to vote grants. 

Recently w have been asked to look into certain cBnes in the 
Chittagong'' Division and in the case of the BnrdN.-an Division certain 
enquiriee are being niade ^regarding the improeement of the imBller 
rivers in the Hooghly district. 

Two additional officers have been i>ost*d, one at Dacca and another 
at Eajahahi, to excite matters and the Commiseioners have been 
addroMed in regard to the rM,uiremente of their division* aud the 
aasisUnce they will require from the Irrigation Department. When 
all replies have been received, it is my intention that we shall hold a 
oonf«ence and then we shall decide which of the scheme, we .ball take 
np. 

Government have also under conaideraUon a proposal to expand the 
Irrigation Department a* funds permit. 

Prom what I have said, it will be gathered that these mattere have 
been roeeiving our carofnl atteation for some yean and a* Govenunent 
are in full sympathy vrith the object in view, I accept the reeolution. 

I6a 
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The motions of Shah Syod Emdadul Haq and Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed 
were then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker was then put in the 
following amended form and agreed to: — 

** This Council recommends to the Government tjiat a survey he 
made of all waterways, i.e., important rivers and khals, situated 
within the Presidency, Dacca, Chittagong and Burdwan Divisions and 
within tlie districts of l^abna, Bogia and Rajshahi of the Bajshahi 
Div’ision, and that hereafter definite schemes be formulated for the 
improvement and maintenance of such of those waterways as may be 
found, in the course of such survey, to have deteriorated or to be 
deteriorating.’* 


Compulsory physloal oulture for students. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEEs I beg to move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that immediate steps be taken to make physical 
culture compulsory for students between the ages of 12 and 16 in all 
schools affiliated to the Calcutta and Dacca Universities. 

The object with which I move this resolution is obvious — it is to 
improve the physique of the Bengalee youth. He is to-day a physical 
wreck — a poor specimen of humanity. According to the latest reporl 
on the student welfare scheme, published under the auspices of the 
Calcutta University, there are no more than 8 per cent, of our students 
who are of good muscular build and not more than 50 per cent, of 
them of erect posture. Fully half of our student population suffei 
from general defects which include spleen, liver, lung and heart 
troubles. In imparting intellectual education to our young men, theii 
health like the spiritual side of their character has been for all these 
long years wholly neglected. If an alien bureaucracy, which was till 
re<'ently in charge of the education of our youths, has been indifferent 
as to its health, it wa.s time that we the representatives of the people 
moved in the matter. In this matter, at all events, we all stand on a 
common platform — Swarajists and Independents, Liberals and place 
hunters. The bureaucracy too, I am sure, will not fail to profess its 
sympathy with us. Having, however, done that it will come forward 
with its plea of poverty and bemoan as usual, its helplessness. It cai 
find money to give away to give effect to the reckless recommendation 5 
of the liee Commission ; in fact in such matters it always shows remark- 
able resourcefulness. But when it comes to spending any money on 
the nation-building departments it becomes suddenly most pathetically 
halpless. In the matter of physic^il culture, however, the bogey of 
expenditure need not frighten one. Physical culture need not be at 
all costly. It is costly to^lay because our boys are encouraged to go 



RESOLUTIONS. 


m 


1921*1 

in jer expensive European jfames. If we eucourafre our boys to culti* 
vat* national sports, such as wrestling, lathi play, swimnnnp and so 
forthii the cost will be next to nothing, lb a country where more than 
a third of the population goes through life with one meal a day, and 
that even not a full meal, it is wicked waste of money to go in for expen- 
sive games such as football and cricket. Further, with a comparatively 
small plot of land for a gymnasium, you can teach a large number of 
boys, and that daily, wrestling and latbi play. Tins you cannot do 
80 far as foreign games are concerned. Lathi play and wrestling,, 
furthermore, will prove useful for purposes of defence, lie it defending 
one’s self-respect, the lionoiir of one’s women folk or one’s village ^ 
one’s hearth and home from the dacoits. The Government finding 
itself incapable of maintaining law and order, of protetding the remote 
villages from tlje ravages of robbers, have been helping petjple to 
organise themselves into defence parties. These defence parties will 
be able to give a good account of themselves if they are given some 
training in wrestling and lathi play. Last but not least, we should 
not forget that the youlli of a nation is its asset. If our young men 
grow up as pliv'^ical wrecks, the nation is doomed. It is thorefom our 
first and foremost duty not merelv to impart to tljem literary educa- 
tioii but to help them to grow up as healthy able-bodied citizens with-? 
abounding vitality, capacity for self-defence and also for the joys of life». 

SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, 
that in the motion of Mr. A. C. Banerjee, line 3, for the figures “16 ’* 
the figures “ 18 ’’ he substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali. The English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

Sir, I have nothing to add to what the mover of the resolution has 
said on the necessity of physical culture. Physical deterioration is very 
much in evidence amongst us. My object in pro|>osing to raise the agfr 
is that there are many students in our schools who are above 16. It is not 
just to leave them out. So I move the present amendment. 

Maul¥i ZANNOOR AHMED: I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that in the motion of Mr. A, C. Banerjee the following wordy 
be added at the end, namely, “ and in all raaktahs and madrasahs 

Drill is a compulsory subject in Government and some aided schools 
but it is not taught systematically everywhere. The utility of well- 
organised games and specially of drill as an important factor in educa- 
tion has yet to be realised by the majority of school authorities. Th# 
Bakarganj District Board has the arrangement for training primary 
school teachers in drill by a peripatetic drill master. Over 42 per cant, 
of the Moslem boys at school in Bengal receive instruction in makiabf 
and over 31,000 students receive education in madrasahs. As madra- 
sahs and roaktabs ere schools not affiliated to the Calcutta and Dacca 
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Universities it is desirable to make physical culture compulsory for all 
schools including maktabe and madrasahs. For that reason I beg to 
add the words and in all maktabs and madrasahs after the words 
** universities With these words I beg to more my amendment 
which stands in my name. 

Mr, PRtESIDENTS Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose, there is a motion 
standing in your name — I mean item No. 15 which seems analogous to 
this resolution and if you desire to move it now you may do so. 

Tilt Hon’Me Mr. d. DONALD: I submit it is not the same. It deals 
with quite another question. 

Mr. MESIOENT: Will you make your point clear, Mr. Donald F 

TN HotlUlle Mr. J. DONALD: Item No. 15 deals with physical 
exercises and military drill, but this resolution has reference only to 
physical culture. There is a good deal of difference between the two. 

Mr. PflESIDENT: As objection has been taken, Mr. Bose will 
have to take his chance w’hen his turn comes. 

Mattivi WAHCD II08MIN: In supporting the resolution which 
has been moved by my friend, Mr. A. C. Banerjee, I should like to 
make a few observations. The first thing which has struck me in the 
resolution is the word ** schools I think the mover has not used the 
word in its strictest sense. I take it that it means educational institu- 
tions and if that he the meaning then it will cover those institutions 
whicli are not jmiperly called schoids in the English sense of the term but 
w'hich are practically educational institutions in wliicb 1m)ys of the 
age mentioned in tJie resolution ret^eive instructions— I mean the junior 
madrasahs and some maktabs as well as senior madrasahs. I also mean 
to suggest that there are patsalas also where lioys of that age, viz., at 
12 and lb, receive instructions. So if the meaning of the mover is 
the same as I am suggesting then I think the word schools ” 
may be taken in a wider sense. I am not moving it as an amendment 
because I have not given notice of it, but I take it that that is the mean- 
ing of tbe mover. 

There is another point to wliich I beg to draw the attention of this 
Houee. A question may be raised ** what sort of physical culture is 
meant here?*' Now one way of doing it is mentioned in the resolution 
No. 16, but I see there is some objection to it. If we leave aside 
military training then the question arises ** Are there other ways of 
knpfurting the physical culture without mcurring a large amount of ex- 
penditure?'* But the mover of the resolution has pointed out that if we 
introduce indig^ous exercises, the purpose will be selved. 1 beg 
to |»o«it out i£ai having regard to the modem ideas and the ways in 
which bo}^ are trained it would not be desirable to have only indigenous 
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iBOito of imparting pKysical culture. 1 tbink other modes ol 
trMJrifalg should not be excluded even if it includes military training. 
By military training I never mean to stiggest that there is some idea 
to train our young men for some ultimate purpose. At least that is 
not my idea. If by military training it leads to the development of 
physiques of our students certainly I would suggest that that sort of 
training should be included. There is another point to which I beg to 
draw the attention of the House. Whether it is desirable to make it 
compulsory. Perhaps some will say why not use i>er 8 uasion alone and 
do not make it compulsory. My answer is this : compulsion and per- 
suasion are twin sisters — the one is insuperable from the other undej 
certain circumstances. We know as a matter of fact peimiasion was 
used. The attention of guardians and teachers was drawn to the health 
of our students through the medium of speeches delivered from platforms 
Olid agitation was made in the Press ; hut yet neither the guardian nor the 
teacher has given that much attention to the physical training of their 
boys as is necessary. I submit persuasion has failed. We must have 
recourse to compulsion. In every direction we find that persuasion ha? 
faile^. I think. Sir, it is now our duty to introdqpe some element of com* 
pulsion in order to achieve that object. Here compulsion will not be 
of obnoxious nature, for all compulsion is not obnoxious. We know 
that even in literaiy* subject, compulsion is applinK Certain subjects 
are taught compulsorily. Therefore I do not think that there should 
be any objection to it simply be('ause the idea is to make the training 
I'ompulsorv. W^ith these words I l>eg to supj)ort the resolution. 


Dr, H. W, B. MORENO: I rise to support the rewdution moved by 
Mr. A. C. Banerjee, but I do not do so as a place-hunter for that is the 
category which I think Mr. Banerjee likes to put me into. I seek no 
favour even if it emanates from the brow of klr. Banerjee himselt. I 
do 80 because of my experience as a teacher ladb in Anglo-Indian and 
Indian schools and colleges, I have noticed that a good deal of deteriora- 
tion of the physique of the people of Bengal has taken place. There is 
not the least doubt that those who have been intimately connected with 
education in this province have noticed that there has been a steady 
deterioration of physique. In England, Sir, no appeal to the boys or 
force is necessary and the Head Masters have nut to seek counsel in any 
Council The consequence is that an English school boy is rightly consi- 
dered what the term mens $an 4 S in corpore $asw embodien. In Anglo- 
Indian schools we have made our boys take an interest in physical exer- 
eises. I remember when Cadetships were granted to Anglo-Indi^ 
schools, boys were forced to take a certain amount of <kiUing, but in 
Indian schools what happens is this. As sowi as the schools are closed at 
3 P.M. boys are just turned out like so many sheep. Tbet^e seems to be no 
legard for them oY for their development after they have been given the 
usual intellectual training. They are sent out and neglected entirely hy 
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tho»e in chargi* of the iuptitntions. As a result valuntary organizatidna. 
came into force and men who are interested in physical exercises get to- 
gether and with the help of donations, etc., from sympatlietic persona 
afford recreations for these young men. We know how the boys live here 
in congested surroundings and without any proper physical exercises. 
When we approach the Commissioner of Police we are told that the 
Maidan is not elastic and the result is that these boys have to spend their 
evenings in very insanitary sorroundings and in congested lanes and 
alleys and they get practically no physical recreations. Now, Sir, it is 
all right to place upon voluntary organizations this burden and say you 
look after these young men and develop them as much as you can. But 
I think tlie*^vhole obligation should not fall upon voluntai*y shoulders of 
those who come forward so loyally and so generously. It is the para- 
mount duty of tl)e Government and u duty which is more urgent now than 
it was ever before on the part of Government. We know hei*e in India 
the enervating climate affec ts nH»st seriously the physique of the boys. I 
was connected in a small way in the formation of the Bengali Regiment 
and I noticed how many young men failed to join the force. They were 
keen as mustard but th<^’ fell short of tlie standard re<]uired for military 
recruitment and it was pitiful to notice how these young men had to be 
sent away. The Calcutta Tniversity have done their best to investigate 
the whole prohlem and the Students Welfare Committee is doing its best 
so far as college students are concerned. But in the schools nothing ia 
being done and much as we may condemn seditious ami immoral talks 
among our young people in ’Bengal there is not the least doubt about 
the fact that it is simply due to their having no (q)portunities for 
developing themselves along the right lines. A great deal of improve- 
ment alone on other lines may also be effected if scunething is done in 
this direction. I do not think that a resolution of this kind will mean 
very much for the Government. They may accept it and I can suggest 
a wuiy to Government by which they can bring it into force so far a» 
schools are concerned. Of course so far as Government schools are 
concerned there is no difficulty. They are bound to obey the orders of 
Goverument, But most of our .sc-hools receive Ooveniment grants and 
there may he made a condition that these Government grants are to be 
given to schools in future only if a certain amount of time is given to 
the phy.sical culture of lM)ys. If such a condition is imposed there will 
be a real attempt t(»ward8 making these young people develop along 
physical lines. I see therefore no reason why Government should not 
accept the resolution end speaking from this aide of the House as one 
who has had some experience with regard td Bengali young men I most 
heartily support this resolution. 

Or. PRAMAtHANATH BANERJiA: Sir, I rise to support this 
resolution. Many important resolutions have lieen tabled for discussion 
at this meeting of the Council, but to me it seems that none is mom 
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inHUMptant from the national staiulpt>int than the motion which haa been 
moved by my friend Mr. A. C. Banerjee. Our efforts to ameliorate the- 
oondilion of the people will be of no avail; our political aspirations will 
fail, if we are unable to build up a healthy, strong and sturdy manhimd. 
But what is the present position with regard to the health of our, rising 
generation? The Calcutta Univei-sity has established a permanent com- 
mittee to look after the welfare of the students and the report of thiti 
Committee published in 1923 show's that 66 per cent, of the U)ial number 
of 7,700 oases examined by that l>ody were physically defective in some 
way or other. Now, this is a very unsatisfactory state of things, and it 
is high time that serious steps were taken to improve tlie pcKiition. Sir, 
the Calcutta University has considered this matter from time to time. As 
early as 1892 the Senate of the rniversity was moved, hut it was not 
till 1925 that a circultir w’us sent <mt to all schools. The Circuhw was 
to the following effect: “It is urgently necessar>' that one or other of 
the schemes for i)hy8lcal culture should W introduce<l without delay in 
eveiy’ school and that the scheme should he compulsory and form some 
part of the school curriculum “. The circular then w'ent on to say — 
“The University think that each nchool should act for itself in the matter 
and make either (hill or physical exercises or organised games (umipul- 
sory. Failing this l>eing done the University will consider the desirabi- 
lity of making the undergoing of some such course compulsorj^ for admis- 
sion to the matriculation examination of the University A circular 
lethu* wEw also sent out to the authorities of all colleges in which it was 
stated that it should be made compulsory for all students in the 1st year 
classes to undergo some form drill or physico,! exercise or organised 
games unless the stu(h*nts were members of the University corps or debar- 
red from physical di.sability. Secondly, every college should employ a 
qualified instructor for supervising drill, physical exercises and games 
and giving such instructions as wuis needed at stated hours. The Univer- 
sity also approached Government for help in this matter. My friend, 
Mr. A. C. Banerjee, has pointetl out that these games need not bo 
expensive. I agree with him; but some expenditure is sure to be 
involved and it is right and proper that Government should agree to 
incur this expenditure. Sir, physical exercise is the key to physicuii 
fitness, and it is right and proper that the physical exercise of our 
students should receive the earnest attention of very well wrisher of the 
country in this House, and I hope this resolution will commend itself to 
the Council. 

Mr. F. €. MMES: Sir, no one I think will deny the tremendoua 
need fqr physical culture of all kinds for the students in Bengal. I 
should have been happier if the mover had included in his resolution 
giris also. There is no doubt that the health of the students is a 
matter of very serious concern. In the 1925 Report of the Students 
Welfare Committee I find that 67 ;5 per cent, of all students have been 
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cla«0ed M totally defective. Now, Sir, I ahoiild like to point out one 
tiling to the House; that has not been touched upon by any of the 
previous speakers and that is this, that while admitting that a proper 
system of compulsory physical education will do much good, the cause 
of this defec tive health among the students go very much deeper. 
The causes lie in mal-nutrition and in many of the social practices. 
Personally I believe that one of the heaviest burdens that young men 
in Bengal have to l)ear is early marriage, and there is nothing which 
so saps the vitality of youth as that. Then there is the third 
consideration — how many of the students come to the Calcutta 
Fniversity sadden with malaria and with tubercular tendencies. 
The fourth reason is the extraordinarv^ bad housing condition^ among 
the students. I am aware that things have improved during the last 
16 years— improved beyond all recognition, but even to-day there 
are hundreds of students living in houses the condition and surround- 
ings of which are a positive scandal to any civilised country and surely 
that is one of the main reasons why their health is so bad. ( 
There is need for attention being given t<» the question of mal-nutrition. 

I believe, Sir Nilrutan Snrcar was perfectly right when he suggested 
during a recent discussion in the Senate that the* problem of bad and 
inadequate fooding needed to be thoroughly investigated. There is 
also need for health lectures and hygiene classes ; there is need for 
better bousing. Anybody who is able to improve the housing con- 
dition of students will be doing far more to remedy the real causes 
of had health among the students than physical culture. Yet, Sir, 

1 do wholeheartedly support the motion for compulsory physical 
training in all schools and colleges, but I would point out that in all 
countries where compulsory physical training has been adopted, its 
object has not tieen to renuMly the defects in physical health which are 
caused by the social system prevailing among students. These are 
basic things and they must be tackled, and in comparison with these 
basic things the other questions are of lesser importance. Now, Sir, 

I have heard people speaking glibly of making physical culture com- 
pulsory in 8oh(K)l8 and colleges. I would like to ask them whether 
they understand the full meaning of this question. It is no use the 
•Government's passing an order for (‘ompulsory physical training — such 
an order will perhaps remain a deatl letter. Unless there is a well 
tkought-out scheme, such an order will be of no use. In such a 
scheme there are three things which are mainly essential: First of 
all, in every school and every college there must be proper facilities 
and equipment for regular physical education. In the secohd p^ace, 
there must also be proper leadership. I am hot one of Aose who 
beliete in the eMcienoy ef Voluntary leadetihip in the matter of 
physicul edneatihn. If the job is worth while, it is worth employing 
a man who is property trained. In this matter voluntary service is 
unsatisfactoiy both os regards time and reliability. You wiD find that 
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physical education it has to employ a man specially trained in that 
subject. And the third essential, if you' want to make physical train- 
ing a real thing, is finance. These things cost money and who 
is going to pay. The authorities of the schools or colleges will 
tell you that their lesourees are already overtaxetl by the demands 
of ihe University. Any additional scheme will cost money and cost 
a good deal. You will find that the practice in America has 
been for the Federal Government siiu^e 1920 to I'ontriUute dollar 
for dollar to any State which passes a law in favour of compulsory 
physical education. This law was passed in 1920 and by the begin- 
ning of 1924 I find that 22 States have passed physical etlucation 
laws and many of them have had to find funds for themselves. 
In the Dominion of Canada where there is compulsorj’ physical educa- 
tion — it is quite different from compulsory military training — you will 
find that municipalities and districts are called ufK)!! to contribute 
dollar for dollar to the amount contributed by the State. Therefore 
when we discuss a question like this, we must remember what its 
implications are. Let us have it by all means, but let us also rememl>er 
that it needs a carefully tiumght-out scheme which will cost money. 
We should know whether the taxpayers of Bengal are pn*pared Uy pay 
for this. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

(After the adjournment). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council there is a garden 
party at Government House to-morrow and several members of the 
Council want to attend it. In order to suit their convenience I have 
decided that the Council should meet to-inonow at 10-20 a.m., instead 
of at 3 o’clock. 

The debate will now continue. 

BalHl BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: For a good part of a year I have 
been trying to get u resolution moved in this Council for physical 
training of boys in schools and military training of college students, 
and though I had almost an ojjportunity of moving it to-day I do not 
know if I shall have the opportunity of moving it in future during the 
life of this Council. In spite of this position I support the resolution 
of Mr. A- C. Banerjee for what it is worth. In connection with this 
resolution I find that a question was put on the 17th August last by 
Baba Manmatha Nath Roy, a colleague of oars. The question was 
whether it was in the contemplation of Government to introdoc© com- 
palsory physioal training and military drill in our colleges and schools 
and whether steps for this purpose were being taken? To that, Sir 
Abd-ur-ltahim replied that physical training was already compnlsoiy 
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in Goveniment and Government-aided achoolg and that it was a general 
optional subject in colleges and unaided schools and that a copy of the 
drill book and two circulars of the Education Department were put on 
the library table. I find that all that the Government wanted to 
impress upon the Inspectors of Schools was that in 1921 Government 
sent their circular No. 37 through the Director of Public Instruction 
to all Inspectors of Schools. I find there that the teachers in charge 
of schools were enjoined to be present at and encourage healthy games 
among the pupils. It is very desirable from all points of view that 
teachers should give, apai-t from their regular work of school rooms, 
encouragement to physical exercise and other forms of activity and that 
this fact should be recorded to their credit. It follows that when 
a teacher takes no part in the outside life of bis pupil the fact should be 
recorded against him. 

It was more or less an instruction to all teachers to join their boys 
in healthy games and spoi-fs. It did not say in so many words that 
physical training should be compulsor)^ in the schools and that there 
should he courses of physical exercise or drill or anything of the kind. 
I, therefore, submit that that circular does not go far enough. “ By 
circular No. 38 to all principals of colleges which is also in the same 
strain professors were asked to he present at healthy games and sports. 
Healthy game undoubtedly is a fonn of physical exercise. If teachers 
did not attend these healil»y games the fact was to he noted against them 
hut if they did attend, it was to he noted to their credit. That is the 
reason why I support this resolution which recommends that physical 
culture must he made coinpuJsorff for students, I do not go so far as to 
say that it should he made compulsory in all maktahs hut I want to say 
it should he made compulsory in all schools under the University. Why 
I support the idea that it should be compulsojT is this: we do not take 
to any sports or any drill unless there is a punishment attached 
for non-attendance. I think a penalty must he attaehed to the non-per- 
formance of any specific instruction; for instance, a notice has been 
issued by the Calcutta rorjx>ration that no house refuse should be thrown 
on the roads after 8 a.m. and 3 r.M. but what do we find — the rule is 
observed more in the breach. If we attach some penalty to this breach 
then we shall find that no one will throw bouse refuse on the roads 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. So in this case also if we lay down that unless 
a boy takes part in physical exercise this will retard bis promotion from 
one class to another, you will find that compulsory physical exercise will 
be introduced in almost all the schools under the University, 

A reference has been made by some of the previous speakers to the 
Students^ Welfw Scheme of the Calcutta University, Under that 
scheme during 4he last 5 years many schools and colleges have been 
viiited and I understand the Calcutta University have spent something 
like Be. 25,000 everj' year in carrj-ing it out. Heference has also been 
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jxa^ to the fact |hat 66 per cent, of the boys, as we find in the last 
are not healthy for one reason or another. I have got here the 
2 'ejj[>€Nrt of the last 5 years of the Students^ Welfare Scheme and we find 
every year the same complaint have. l>een made when boys were 
examined by medical men and other jample who formed the committee. 
In March, 1920, the committee was first formed and a I'eport was sub- 
mitted in 1921. I may read only one or two passages. In the first year 
we find from the report that roughly speaking only per cent, of the 
students are free from defects and about 67 per cent, are defwtive in 
some way or other. This means tlint two-thirds of the student popula- 
tion have got some disorders to be attended to. It is high time that 
some steps are taken to lemedy this disastrous state of affairs. This 
was in 1921. In 1922 so many us .‘1,800 students were examined and we 
find from the report that alanit 41 per cent, of the students showed 
stooping posture. It is the very opposite of people having muscular 
bodies and performing physical exercises. We further find that out of 
a total of 0.455 students 899 have been found to be suflfering fnnn some 
form or other of general defects. This gives us a pen'enta|ge of about 
26 per cent. The percentage table of general defects is given at page 10 
of the report for 1922. We find that about two out of every three 
students require attention. We find that in 1920, 5,774 students hsii 
been examined and that about 71 per rent, of the students suffer from 
some sort of defects and many of those are of the preventible type. We 
further notice that about 8 per cent, of the students are muscular and 
want of physical exercise have made 92 per cent, of the students physical 
wrecks. The want of muscularity is due to insufficient feeding in poor 
students and want of proper physical exercise in all. This report further 
says at page 18 that about 71 per cent, of the students are defective in 
some way. It will be found that the average Bengali student attains 
maximum physical efficiency about the age of 21 after w’hich there 
seems to be a decline. The incidence of disease increases after the age 
of 21 showing a weakening of the resi.stance of the body after the period 
of maximum efficiency. So that when they become young men of 21 
there is a physical deterioration and deficiency. They say in the last 
portion of their report that nearly 7 out of 16 students require medical 
attendance. That was in 1022. 

In 1923 the total number of students examined were 7,443 and we 
find at page 3 that 8 per cent, of them showed good muscular develop- 
ment and the rest were thinly built. I now make one more quotation 
from that report : About 66 per cent, of the students were defective in 
some way or another. This means that two out of three students inquire 
medical attention. 

The report of the year 1924 rovers the examination of 9,056 students 
and it is said that about 7*5 per cent, show good muscular development 
and 45 per cent, of them have a stooping posture. The younger the 
student the greater is the strain proportionally. 



m 


EESOLlTTIOIfS. 


[2Zvn Fsb. 

And lastly, Sir, we find that, as Mr. James h^ iminted owl, ai 
page 10 of the report, that about 67'5 per cent, of the boys are dai|ec> 
tire. In view of all these figures I do not think any words of mine hre 
necessary to impress upon the. Government the necessity of m aki njt it 
compulsory on boys in all schools and universities to undergo some 
physical training. 

BabU KHACENORA NATH GANGULY: This resolution moved 
by Mr. A. 0. Banerjee is almost analogous to resolution No. 15 of*Babu 
Bejoy Krishna Bose and resolution No. 52 over my name. Sir, the 
matter is so very important that I would request the meikbers of this 
House to sink all considerations of party and to pass the motion 
unanimously. It is a common ^elk amongst us that our phyidque has 
considerably deteriorated since the time of our ancestors. In fact Ihere 
are not people wanting who actually witnessed feats of strength on the 
part of men of the last {generation which to us read like a sort of 
romancei Leavin|g aside mythological epochs and even ignoring the 
stories of old men, can we not from our own personal observations and 
knowledge bear testimony to the fact that in our younger days we w«it 
through a great craving for physical culture which is sadly lacking at 
the present time. Do we not see for ourselves that the number of well- 
built muscular young men who were looked up to with admiration has 
been conaiderably reduced. Our boys no doubt go through a course of 
intellectual train ing<*«*goo(h bad or indifferent, but are they receiving 
any sort of physical training P Well, in some schools there is a sort of 
dilettante physical culture, but that is neither compulsoiy nor 
syitematic nor adapted to any prescribed standard. The result is that 
very few of our schools boys avail themselves of the training imparted. 
Beaidea that the standard books prescribed for the boys by the UniWr- 
sity take away the best portion of their vitality leaving considerably’ 
smaller stamina for the improvement of their bodily frame. We have 
juai heasd from Dot^tor Banerjea. and Babu Bejoy Krishna Boea that 
tha health of about 66 per oenL of our boys is defective. 

Sir, unless we make physical exercise compulsory in out schools, 
neither the school authorities nor the boys will take kindly to ike 
system. It is a well-known truism that without healthy l>ody there can 
be no healthy mind. The development of tbe liody and mind are intei^ 
woven with each other and should not be separated one from the other. 
There is an abnormal tendenc^y on the part of our student comnnuiity 
to patronise spoHa^pecially the game of football. I do not decry the 
spirit which animates the studente nor do I minimise the benefits which 
are derived from sports, but I do say with all tbe emphasis I can eoip> 
mand that etrei^th of body is essential for a good all-round sportsman. 
It is no use ignoring or denying the fact that our students are mostly 
timid by nature and the principal factor which contributes to tikis 
timidity is their want of sufiicient bodily strength. No sooner they get 
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than &eir weakness and timidity will vanish. Strength of body 
Il,i|pt only a great curative of cowardice but it acts as an important pre> 
restive of many diseases. Every one of us knows that a strong healthy 
body is generally immune from the attacks of fever and dyspepsi8H*the 
two most prevailing diseases of Bengal. Well, how our hearts go out in 
pity and sorrow at the sad spectacle of thousands of young boy's in 
brokmi health and wrecked constitution going about the streets. These 
young boys are the future hopes of our country and it is essential that 
they ehould be able-bodied enough to cope with the country'^ demands. 
They will have to bear the black man’s burden as our rulers are so 
** faithfully ” bearing the “ white man’s burden 

Sir, if we, the representatives of the people of Bengal pride ourselves 
on our patriotism, if our hearts bent in sympathetic response to the 
miseries of our , motherland and if we are sincerely desirtms of ameliorat- 
ing the miserable condition of Mother Bengal, one of the principal and 
most impk)rtant factors for regeneratiiHg the country is to make the sons 
of Bengal more powerful in body and more vigorous and active in their 
habits, to enable them to effectively mould the destinies of their country. 

Bibtt iDRODA PROSAD DRY: If 1 rise to speak on this resolution 
at this fag end of the day, the very importance of the subjeet is my 
excuse — and 1 am also very intimattdy connected in Serampore with two 
schools where, about 1,000 boys receive their training. We have given 
this matter our very best consideraiion but we find that, although it 
goes without saying that this physical culture is very necesiary*^! 
would have alniost said most necesaary — to all owr young ones, yet it is 
very difficult to introduce it-^far less to make it compulsory for all boys 
to take lessons in physical exercises. Sir, the one thing that troubles 
us Is, bow to put the hour for physical exercises during the school hours, 
i.e.f from 10^30 a.m. to 4 p.m., especially in the hot days we cannot put 
the hour for physical exerciaes during these hours, l)eoa«se it is rather 
very inconvenient not to say hard, and also if we fix the time for physical 
exercises after the sch(M)l hours there comes the difficulty in supplying 
the boys with some food. If they are made to undergo physical 
mtecrises without fo(jd after a day’s work, it is almost a cruel thing 
which we think cannot very well work. 

Then again, Sir, it has been said by many members that the want 
of physical exercises is the only cause far the deterioration of the present 
physical condition of our boys, as if there is no other thing which 
mainly tends to the same state of things. Sir, the want of nourishment, 
want of proper subtantial food — these, I think, play a vcrj* important 
part in the physical condition of our boys. Without doing anything 
in that respect if we simply compel our Ixiys to undergo physical exer- 
cises and make it compulsory, without taking into account the fact that 
tome boys are physically unfit to undergo these exercises, it will certainly 
not tend to the improvement of this physical condition hut will go the 
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other way. So in this connection it will be necessary, if Oovemmen 
wants to move in the matter, as they ought to, they ought, with the helj 
of the Calcutta and Dacca Universities, to send out roaming committee! 
to go into the question fully and then to make suggestions not only foi 
physical exercises but for other things which are also ver>^ necessary fo: 
the improvement of the physique of our boys. So it is not a verj" easj 
question and I hope Government will accept this resolution. At tb< 
same time Goverament should take proper steps so that a very ful 
scheme for improvin)g the phj^sical condition of our boys may be bro’dghi 
out and given effect to. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: For about 25 years I have dealt with botl 
school and college boys and I wholeheartedly support this resolution, bu 
on one condition — that at half-past one or two o’clock the boys must b 
given a substantial tiffin. If Government can provide money b 
enable school and college boys to have a substantial lunch between hall 
past one and two o’clock, then I have not the least objection to thi, 
resolution being accepted in a most wholehearted fashion. Sir, in j 
certain mission school there was a hostel and about 40 boys were living ii 
it. The school authorities wanted a Doctor to come and examine all thes( 
40 boys, and after a very careful examination by a medical missionary i 
was found that more than 50 per cent, of the boys had incipien 
tuberculosis. It was an amazing revelation, because these boys had i 
good deal of physical culture immediately after the school hours at ^ 
o’clock. The Doctor said it was all very good to take physical exercia 
after 4 o’clock, but what about the meals of the boys? It was found tha 
they had one meaJ at 10 o’clock and another meal after they had thei 
physical exercise at 6 in the evening. In such circumstances, physica 
culture does more harm than good. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Hear, hear. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERai: I am very glad that (here is a Doctor seated 
over there and I think he endorses what I say. Unless these growing 
boys get a sufficient amount of food, hard physical laboui* is very harmful 
Boys have come to me <»ver and over again crying 0^1 C^t 

; they suffer from the pangs of hunger afte 
no much mental labour, that physical drill is nothing hut a real punish 
ment without suffkuent food. These are, however, some of the practicn 
difficulties, and unless they are overcome, it is no use passing a resolution 
like this. 

Mr. ADOMt LATIF BI8WA8a Sir, I nse to support the resoiutioi 
moved by Mr. A. C. Banerjee. The resolution has got an importan 
bearing to the nation. Students are the future prop of the nation. Ther 
is no denying the fact that the majority of our students are suReriiij 
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physical defects and the deacripticm as given af them by Babu Bejoy 
l^hna Bose and others will convince the House that this measuie is 
Itaaentiaily necessary. Sir, we find that as soim as a young man finishes 
hia student career we find him, like a machine, out of order and unfit for 
good work. We find him a gentleman hut though he has the goiid of 
the country at heart and is anxious to do much for the countiy^ his physical 
defects stand in the way of his success. This sort of culimble neglect 
on the part of students is gradually making us a nation of weaklings and 
is tarnishing our national piestige and honour. So it is our houndcn duty 
as representatives of the people to move the Government io take steps so 
that these defects may l)e remedied. Sir, Government has got an obliga- 
tion to set the things right. We are appealing to the Government to 
remove ihe defect Giat lies in the way of the giwth of the nation. 
Sir, the resolution is so essential that I have no misgiving as to the 
acceptance of it. If we are not strong, if we do not have nati(»uul .stiength 
then we will not }>e able to maintain out prestige and honour at the time 
of need. With these word.s I support the res(dution. 

TII6 HOffl’bla Mr. J. DONALD* Sir, in Mr. A. V. Banerjee's resolu- 
tion, as it stands, there is no mention of sex. He presumably wants to 
include girls as well us boys within the scope of his proposals. 1 may 
as well say at the outset that I propose to accept this resolution. The 
advantages of physical culture have been spoken of by various speakers 
and it is no use my repeating them. W’e have recognised them already 
in our Government schools and we are fully prepared to co-oj)erate with 
the University in giving effect to a general scheme of physical culture. 
As I have said it is already u part of the curriculum in Government 
sch<M)ls and in aided hcIkmjIs. This little Inmlc which I hold in my hand 
contains the exercises which are given in our Hclusds. We regularly 
train dO teachers a year for the purpo^* of giving instruction in physi<*al 
culture in our schocds. If this rescdution is curried we shall endeavour to 
train a larger number, we shall endeavour to train them l»eiter and 
improve the jdiysical training that is already given in the schmds. But 
it i.s for the University which controls unaided schcuds to make it 
coinj>ulHory there. Dr. Pramathanath Bnnerjeu has told us that the 
University took steps in this direction sn far hack as in 1892. I find 
that the steps taken in that year were that the University rejected a 
proposal of this sort. In 1918 they ap|N>inted a (’ommittee and that 
Committee never met. However, latterly they have made up their 
mind in the present direction and they circularised schools in August 
last, asking them whether they would like to introduce drills and 
physical exercises as part of their school curriculum. As I said we 
will co-operate with them in this matter. Mr. 8. C. Mukerji has raised 
a medical question, and I agree that we must be careful in dealing with 
children of the age under consideration as to their physical capacity for 
physical culture in every respect. Then there is also the financial side. 

17 
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That is not very much. The question will however have to be examined 
how far school authorities can help, whether additional fees should be 
imposed, and so on. All these things have got to be carefully 
considered. 

As regards madrasahs, physical training does form part of the curricu* 
lum. But in maktabs there have been difficulties in intit>ducing it 
there. But if it is so desired we are prepared to introduce it there too 
as part of the curriculum. 

I have no objection in accepting either of the two amendments and 
the resolution. 


Mr, A. Cb BANERJEE: Sir, in replying, I would just say one or two 
words. With regard to the question of finance to which a referem c has 
just been made by the Finance Member I pointed out in my speech that it 
need not necessarily be an expensive affair. If you proceed to introduce 
physical culture on foreign linos into our institutions then it will be an 
expensive affair as it is now. Sir, I am associated with a large number 
of sporting institutions in Calcutta. The Secretary of one of these 
institutions came to me some time ago and asked me for a pair of bats and 
half a dozen balls for a match which they were going to play. I sent a 
chit to a sporting firm and when the bill came T was staggered. It was 
something like Rs. 70 and odd. This is a soit of thing which we ( annot 
afford, as T have said in my original speech. We are p(»or people living 
in u country where the majority of the people do not get one 
square meal a day and we cannot indulge in any such expensive 
sports. I lay emphasis on the fact that our sports should be of a national 
character such as lati phty, irrestUuy or hadmiudu. They cost very 
little. Wrestling reciuii-es only a bit of giound and in the mufussal there 
are clean sheets of water where one can learn swimming. So you will .-ee 
that these things do not cost much money. Hut what do we find in 
Calcutta? Only a dozen or so of players playing football and with 20,000 
people looking on. Very few of nur students really take part in the play 
in the Maidan— either in football or in cricket. The reason is that they 
cannot afford it. 


•Vs re((auls the <|ue«tion .if foiid which h«K been referred to by 
Mr. Mukerji, it in riffht that u young boy having his daily physical culture 
must have nutritious food, (tlherwise, he would come in for wasting 
diseases such as phthisi.s. Sir. in my younger days I use<l to have my 
physical exercise and I may confess that I was a rhda of Paptain J. N. 
Banerjea. I used to go to the alra every morning and do a little wrest- 
ling and other exercises, and what was our food after the exercise It was 
gram soaked in water with perhaps a little ginger added to it. This 
does not cost i;s much. But if you want your boy to have his cup of 
tea and poached eggs, his cho|)s and cutlets or expensive Indian sweet* 
meats after the exercise they will ceHainly cost money. But that is not 
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With a pice or m a day you can hare good nourahing food auch 
u«ed to have in our younger daya. But if you want to import 
foreign habita it will be an expensive affair. If you take to the national 
food along with the national exeri'isea you will find everything will be 
quite all right. 1 do not blame Government for importing their own 
exerciaea in thia country becauae they do not know anything elae and 
they are not told eitlier what would auit our people beat. 

Aa regarda inadrasaha and inaktaba and pataalaa 1 peraonally do not 
think that we ahould atari with them now\ They are not under the 
control of any organiaed institution such aa the Calcutta [University, or 
of Government. There are, of course, many maktuha and pataalaa who 
receive grants from Government or fium the Coiporation hut I know frt>in 
peisonal experience that many of them do not exist at nil. At the time 
of iiispe(‘tion a few lM»ys are got together and after they have got the 
grant they cease to exist. There aiv may such bogus institutions in 
Calcutta. 1 was a President of the Primary St'hool Committee in the 
Cor}M>i*ation for some years and we made an investigation and found that 
many of these institutions were bogus, and certainly not one of them ia 
under the control of the Calcutta Cniversity. Therefoie it will he 
useless to make physical culture compulsory there. If you want to make 
it compulsory it must be done in such institutions as are under the 
ct)ntn»l of the rniversity or .some such organised bo»Iy. 

Tile motions of Shah Syed Kmdadul llaq and Maulvi Zuiinoor Ahmed 
were then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. A. C. Hanerjee was then put in the f< llowing 
amended form and agreed to: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that immediate stepa 
he taken to make physical ( ulture compulsory for students between the 
ages of 12 and IS in all schools affiliated to the Calc utta and Dac’ca 
Universities and in all maktahs and madrasahs.” 


Adjouramtiit 

The Counc il was then' adjourned till 10-‘10 a.m., on Tuesday, the 2'lrd 
February, 1920, at the Tc»wn Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProotacKiigt of the Bengal LegislatiYt Council ai si ml i i a rt under tlie 
proviiiofis of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tnewday, the 23rd February, 1926, at 10-30 a.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Sum Shekhareswae Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of the Executive Council and 96 
nominated and elected members. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Unempiofnient amongst seamen. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Mr. Daud, before I call upon you to move 
this 1 would like to know whether you have received the consent of the 
peojde whom you have named in your motion in order to make it 
complete. 

Mr. M. DAUD: 1 have received the consent of Mr. Mahbubul Huq. 
As far as the others are concerned I was not written to by the Secretary 
of the Council to take the jiermission of the respective associations. 
As regards the Hon’ble Member of the Marine I)ei)artment as he is a 
Government Member I did not think it net>essary to get his consent. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I would like to know' whether you have gut the 
consent of those associations whom you have named. 

Mr. M. DAUD: So fur as these are concerned I was not written to by 
the Secretary of the Council to get their consent, I have rec^ved 
only the consent of Mr. Mahbubul ITuq au(^ that ha^ l>een duly sub- 
mitted to the department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may pweed, Mr. Daud. 

Mr, M. DAUD: I beg to move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee consisting of — 

(a) one rtf^presentative of the ship-owners to be nominated by the 
Calcutta Liners* Conference or by the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce ; 
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(6) one representative of the seamen to be nomiuatetl by the Indian 
Seanjeu’8 Fuioii; 

(c) the Hon*hle Memhc'r in charge of the Marine Deiiartment* 

Government of Bengal ; 

(d) Mr. Mahbnbul Hnq, m.l.c. ; and 
(c) the mover; 


be formed to iii(]uire into the causes of iinemplovinent amongst seamen 
in Bengal and to advise what remedial measures should be adopted. 

Fnemploymeut is a subject to be dealt with in all seriousness and 
earnestness. To the man who has something in him, unemployment 
is worse than death and only tot> many have sought in ileath and i-scaped 
from this mental tortun*. It is rather callous to be able U* spend 
money on expensive pleasures as long us so many of those who fought 
for the country would remain unemployed. But let us at least do all 
we can for them. So when we discuss this subject it mimt Iw with 
one idea of giving lieljdul suggestions or making hoi>eful facts known, 
and not of pufling forward so-tailed interesting theories to provoke a 
lively debate. I, theivfore, ask the House to l)elieve me that I shall 
not talk to try to be entertaining, but I shall deal with nothing but 
facts and suggestions which will bt' helpful for my colleagues here to 
solve the problem. 

The Indian .seamen are a class of workers who art* tf) work on Imard 
ships in foreign countrie.s ami piactically in all the i-ontinents, namely, 
Europe, America, Australia, Africa us w'ell as in some parts of Asia. 
Cnlike the ordinary services* of the lopal workers working in factories, 
railways, mines, tea garden.s, jute and textile mills, etc., their services 
are mainly based on contracts either for 3 or b mimlh.s and in some ('a.ses 
for one year in accordance with the pro\ision.s of the Merchants' 
Shipping Act. That is, the whole seamen lalniur is governed, so far 
as the tenure of their .services is conccrne<l, hy the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act. The local w-orkers have one advantage in their servicef 
and that is continuity. Very seldom they remain uiieniphiyed. Tliej 
can manage (heir work.s in one industry or other and can thereby main- 
tain with short intervals the continuity of (heir services, and thereby 
their hard.ships in the arena of unem[)loynien( are less when compared 
with those of s<»aiuen. 

Seamen labour is not a new lalmtir in thi« country. India had 
her own merchant ships before the advent of the Britiah. Meit^hani 
shipa at that time were generally manned on family aystem. That 
the head of the <’rew'H generally engaged his relations, nearer or diatant. 

With the advent of the British, mewhant *hipa of Britain, America, 
France, Germany, Italy, Austria and other nations began to carry 
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on trade with India. Finding that crews belonging to those, nation- 
alities were more costly, the merchant ship owners began to engage 
Indian crews on their vessels at a much reduced rate of wages. In 
the year 1838, some regulations were passed in the form of legislation 
to govern this Indian seamen labour. Finally in the year 1859, the 
Indian Merchant Shipping Act was passed by the Indian Legislature 
on the lines of the British Merchant Shipping Act. As crews were 
very rare at that time to serve on board ships in foreign waters, the 
system of inducing men of coastal districts such as Chittagong, 
Noakhali, Farid pur, Daccji, etc., to join sea-services was introduced 
and for that purpose licensed shipping brokers were employed. These 
shipping brokers hawked with money from dtx)r to door in Calcutta 
as well as sent their agents to the above coastal districts for the 
purpose of inducing men to join as crews on board foreign vessels. In 
this way non-Indian ship owners got the services of Indian crews at a 
rate of wages which counted almost nothing in comparison with that 
of the rate of wages which they were to pay to the crews belonging to 
their countries. Thus Indian seamen came to engage themselves in 
foreign ships due somewhat to the above inducement, poverty or to 
their seafaring nature. And thus the p(H)r Indian crews fell victims 
to the non-Indian employers who begun to exploit these seiimen in all 
possible ways. 

The Indian Merchant Shipping Act of 1859 gave all fucdlities to 
ship owners relating to their control over seamen and further through 
the nature of their contrac‘tual services debarred them from having 
a strike during the tenure of their services for the removal of any 
grievance, however reasonable that might be and the law is so very 
fitrict that any higher c»fficer can penalise the crew even for disobey- 
ing his order, reasonable or unreasonable. But on the other hand, 
there is no provision in (he Act to settle any dispute that might arise 
for .legitimate enhancement of wages, insurance for unemployment, 
etc. That is, every facility was given to the ship owners on the one 
hand and on the other hand, eveiy care was taken to cripple the 
facilities, comf<»rts ns well as other material advantages incidental to 
seamen’s .services. 

In the beginning, men were attracted to seii-services as the number 
of seamen were then much less tlian there were jobs and naturally 
they were attracted, l>e< aiise at that time great care was '•taken for 
them when they were on board ships and also with a hope that sub- 
stantial wages might he given to them on the prosperity of the ship 
owners. 

Hence, moie men began to join sea-services and it would not be 
out of the place if I mention here that the Hindus were not attracted 
to the sea-sen’ices due to their caste prejudices. So it was the Muham- 
madans who began to join sea-services in their thousands. For some 
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time the charm wae so very jrreat that more men came to join with the 
leeat thought of future unemployment: The relations and neighbours 
of these seamen began to follow sea-careers on hearing stories of 
different lauds and hopes of future prosperity as well, ConHetjuently, 
the number began to swell year after year and thus they began to fall 
in the claws of the re<Tuiting agents, m., the shipping brokers and 
ghat semngs. The shipping hnikers who once hawked from door to 
door to recruit seamen, now finding the tuiml>er of seamen to be much 
greater than the actual number of jobs on lioard shijM* began to play 
their game on the poor seamen to satisfy their f>ersoual ends. Thus 
men in order to have an early employment were naturally obliged to 
satisfy the brokers and ghat serangs in the shape of illegal gnitifica- 
tions for giving them jobs, in this way (he seamen lH*gan to be 
exploited on the one hand by the ship* owners in various ways and on 
the other hand by the brokers and ghat serangs f<»r their employment, 

Jn the year 1914 when the (treat Kuro|)eun War broke out more 
men w'ere needed for iiierchaut ships as well as for (ramps and other 
Intards necessary for (he purposes of the war. (ireuter care was Uiken 
at that time to recruit seamen in tlutse ships and new men vrere engaged 
in thousands to man those ships. Unemployment was practically 
nil at that time. The seamen instead of being afraid to go to work 
on l><)ard ships during the days of the war, cheerfully signed (heii 
articles of agreement in those merchant ships and tramps to offer theii 
l)est services at the cost (»f their lives for the cause of the Enipirr 
during its peril notwit iistandiiig the expe<ted dangers of submarinof 
and torpedoes, and tliousands of seamen sacrificed their lives for thr 
King and the country. 1'heir heroic services were however highly 
ap])re<'iated and recognised and glowing tributes were paid to them by 
the Admiral of the East Indies and the then (governor of Bengal in 
Council. They are as follows: — 

(11 The Admiral of the East Indies said — 

He kner them (seamen) both in peat'e and war. He found them l>ebaring 
admirably in the face of danger. Hia opinion of the liMcars is that, properly 
led. they can go anywhere and can accoinplifth anything. 

(2) Hw Excellency the (governor of Bengal in Council fully 
endorsed the api>reciation of the Admiral of thy services rendered by 
the lascnrs : 

Hill Excellency the Governor in CJouncil w further pleaaed to note that (rf 
the large body of lascars «'ho went to sea from the port of Calcutta not even a 
tingle lasctr, although he had experienced torpedo attacka more than imoe, 
refused to face the se* again. Theae conaiderationa led His ExoeUenoy to bear 
teatiinony to the devotion to duty and the courage displayed by taecart of Ben- 
gal and CTalcntta. (A/. F, A. A. Cowley, Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
elated November, 1918.) 
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His Excellency Lord Lytton in opening the Lascar Memorial in 
1^4, also paid a high tribute to the heroic services rendered by the 
lascars during the time of war. The Hon^ble Mr. Donald, the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department and the President of the Lascar 
Memorial Committee also joined hands in paying tributes to the lascars 
for their gallant services. 

That prince of ship owners, Ijord Inelicape, presiding at the meet- 
ing of the Strangers’ Home of Asiatics in Ixmdon on the 4th May, 
1918, even paid high tributes to the splendid services and gallantry 
of las(!ars during the war. His Lordship said “ the lascar’s sobriety 
and his calm demeanour in emergency and philosophic endurance of 
catastro])he were beyond all praise 

The (xoverimient and the eTuj)lovers appreciated tlie Kj)lendid servicef 
rendered by the Iukchis during the time of the war. and they the 
lascars shall be very glad if both the Oovernment and the employers 
appreciate their grievance, namely, “ unemployment ” and do some- 
thing for itx immediate remedy. 

After the war, these additional m(‘n employed tor the piirjwse of 
the war, were thrown out of emidoyment and hence unemployment 
became very great and it is gradually increu'^ing day by dny owing to 
regular registration of large number of raw recruits without insuring 
their services as well as for the higli pressure of illegal gratificationf 
of recruiting agents, namely, the brokers and ghat serangs. 

Now let me place before the House the figures available for the 
purpose : — 

From the shipping office it has been ascertained in January, 1923, 
that from January, 1887, up to the 29th January, 1923, 1,77, 062 sea- 
men linve bt'en registered. Further, it has been ascertained that from 
Tanuary, 1900, to 29th January, 1923, 1,43,406 seamen have heen 
registered. The figure 1,77,062 has been increased to 1,86,059 in Feb- 
ruary, 1924, /.c., 8,997 seamen are being registered a.s raw recruits 
within one year. It is not known accurately how many of these are 
dead or have ceased to go to sea. Put if 8ti thousands are -taken to 
have heen dead or have ceased to g(» to sea then one lakh of seamen 
are regularly waiting and depending on sea-services. 

Now it has heen ascertained that 21,490 seamen may he engaged at 
a time on board ships — « 

MiMBER in oliirgn of M/!RINE DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon*bit 
Mr, il. DofMM)3 What is the figure? 

Mr. M. DAIID: 21,490. 

TIm Mr, 4, DONALD: Where did you get this 
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. Hf. M* OAUDs These figures here been obtained from a reply 
giyen to a question by Mr. K. C. Ray. Chaudhuri in the last Council. 
There are jobs at a time for 21,490 seamen. But as their services arr 
not permanent, but a contractual one, de]»eiiding on agreements for 
short periods, at the end of each contract fresh men may be taken in. 
By this method it has been ascertained that in 1920-21 some 38,078 
seamen were engaged; and in 1921^ some 39,207 were engaged, re., 
more than CO thousand men remained unemployed it} a year and at a 
time nearly 80 thousand u»eii remained unemployed. This sort of 
engagement played an important j>art in their lives as seamen and they 
practically starve for their unemployment. 

The Oeneral (\uiference of the International lathour ( trganisatioir 
of the T^eague of Naticms in its sec<»iid sitting at Genoa in 1920 with 
a view to set'uring the application to stnimen of Part III of the recom- 
mendation ioncerning unemployment a<loptetl at AVashington on 28th 
Noveml>er, 1919, recommended that each Member of the International 
IialK)ur Organisation should establish for seamen an effective system of 
insurniKO against unemployment arising out of shipwreck or any other 
cause, either hv means of (lovcrnment iiisuramo or by ineanK of Gov- 
ernment subventions t(» industrial organisations whose rules provide* 
for the paynient of benefits to their unemployed members. 


Labourers in mills (jtite, textile and cottonb railways, mines, tea 
gardens, etc., are given (juarters by the employers hut h(» far ns seamen 
are concerned theiT is no such arraiigeineiit by the ship owners. The* 
result is that men (»f the (’oastal districts ot Phittagong, Noukhali, etc., 
are to come to this j»ort of (\ihutta for sea services and they are to* 
live in the lodging houws here, and lodging hoiise-kee]»ers give daily 
khoraku to their laiarders and the dues are realised at the time the sea- 
men .secure their jobs. If unemployment he not solved, then the 
seamen’s lodging house-keepers would he compelled to slop laiardiug 
.seamen and the inevitable result would W that the ship (»wners would 
not get the advantage (d getting cheap Indian seamen lalamr, without 
taking any tniiihle whatsoever for housing seamen at their expense. 
Therefore, for the interest of the ship owners themselves, it is the duty 
of my non-official European ctdleagues to give their Wst coiiHideratiorr 
to this matter, so that time may not come when the iion-Indian ship 
owners might be put to any difficulty to secure the advantages of 
Indian cheaji lalxnir in preference to European lalx)ur. 

In 1922 a committee was appointed by the Government of India 
examine the method.^ of recruitment of wamen at the different i»orll 
of India in order that it might definitely be ascertained whether 
abusea existe<] in the system of seamen’s reeniitment through broker* 
and gbat serangs, and whether those abuses could be remedied. My 
bumble self serve^l as a member in that committee on behalf of the 
Indian Seamen’s Fnion, Calcutta, and that committee in its re|)ort 
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published in May, 1922, suggested establishment of a Seamen’s 
Itecruiting Bureau and preparation of a General and Particular Line 
Registers for the purpose of recruitment in accordance with the prior- 
ity of their claims in those rosters. And it has been said that the 
•system has been much abused due to larger number of men waiting 
for services, for whom there were no jobs, and that unemployment 
would be less if the recommendations of the committee be strictly 
-carried into effect. 

The recommendations of the Committee have not yet been enforced 
by the Goveriiineiit and the Government have not yet given effect to 
the draft Conventions adopted by the Genoa Conference of 1920, regard- 
iing the establishment of unemployment insurance for seamen. The 
position, therefore, is that thousands of seamen are waiting for jobs 
in this port of Calcutta and every day they, in anticipation of getting 
•a chance, are incurring debts at high rates of interest for their bare 
maintenance and also incurring debts to their boarding house-keepers 
and thereby ruining their careers as well as putting their families in 
utter starvation. The seamen labour ujxm which the prosperity of 
tiude and commerce of the country depends to a certain extent is 
•degrading day by day for their unemployment; so, for the intei*est of 
the State as well as of the country, it has become on absolute nwessity 
to solve this problem as early as possible. 

Sometime ago, the Government of Bengal aj)pf)inted a committee 
to solve the unemployment problem of the middle class and the com- 
mittee had submitted a repcjrt. The Government of Madras have 
recently appointed a committee to solve the unemployment problem of 
the educated middle class. The Indian Legislative Assembly, the 
•other day, has adopte<l a resolution for a committee to solve the un- 
•employment of all classes of men w'orking in different spheres of lives. 
As the question of seamen’s unemployment is agitating for sometime 
past, and Government are requested several times since 1923 by the 
Indian Seamen’s Union to solve that question, it is now high time for 
the Government and the employers to solve this question; otherwise 
a time may come when seamen will take up agriculture in preference 
•to sea-jobs, with the result that the growth of national shipping may 
he hampered and the non-Indian shipping companies may not get 
Indian fireman at Rs. 23 in preference tc» a European fireman at 
Rs, 142-8. 

I, therefore, suggest unemployment would be minimised if the 
recommendations of the Seamen’s RecTuitment Committee be strictly 
enforced and the registration of raw recniits without insuring their 
services be stopped for sometime and engagenkents be made in priority 
of claims of all men waiting for jobs, I also advocate the immediate 
enforcement of the draft Conventions of the Genoa Conference for 
ISeamen’s Unemployment insurance by establishing Government 
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bunrance or by means of Government sabveationi) to induetrial organi- 
■rtions whose rules provide for the payment of benefits to their UB- 
•asployed members, or any other relief sniUble for the purpose. 

With these words I move the resolution that stands in my name 
and I hope that the House will show syinpathv for tlimisands of un- 
employed seamen by a<‘t'eptiiig this resolution. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I Ussk the hon*ble member if 
he can tell us why he has chosen these fr^’dlemen to l>e 'members of this 
committee? M hat are their peeuliar attainments and qtinlihcntions 
to be members of the committee? 

Hr. PRESIDENT: That information will \>e driven in his reply if 
he likes. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Hetoie I ask you to move the m(>tion I would 
like to knew whether you have jrot the eonseut o| tlie memU^rH named in 
your resolution? 

Mauliri Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: So far as ( aptain 
Danell is eonceriied I asked him and he says that he is willing to 
serve on the committee if it isi appointed. 

As re^rard^ the ( iher ^reutlemen 1 have their coi^sent. 

I to move, by way <f anieiHlmeut. that in the motion of 
Mr. M. Daud, lines 10 and 11, for the words ** and tc) the m(»ver the 
followinjr Is* .substituted, miinely : — 

(c) (^aptain Darvell, Shippinjf Master, (’ulcutta ; 

if) Mr. M, A. Khan, Harrister-at-Law ; 

if/) one represf ntative of the Indian Quarter-Master*s Tiiion to 
W nominate<] by them ; 

ih) Maulvi Ahdur Uaschid Khan; 

(0 Maulvi Mr. Nunil Hu<j (’haudhury; and 

</) the mover. 

Five to form a (|Uorum.” 

In this eonne< tion it is necessary to ^ay why I have added the iiameo 
of these gentlemen by way of amendment. It is welbkuown that 
Captain Danell was himself a seaman Wfore he joined Government 
wrviee. He is at present the Shipping Master in Calcutta and his 
advice is necessary in ail matters relating to the iseamen of Bengal, 
At the same time he was first brought to BengiU to assist Government 
as a Bureau Officer and he has noa* l)een ap|>ointed as a j^ermanent 
Shipping. Master. Xert in sugge^ing Mr. M. A. Khan as a member 
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it will be neceflfiary to inform the House that he is Vice-President of 
the Indian Seamen's Union and also a Vice-President of the Indian 
Quarter-Master's Union. While he was in England he took a grent 
part in the Indian iSfanien'.s Committee. Therefore it is all the more 
necessary that a man of such experience should be included in the 
committee. While he waw in England he took an active part in the 
welfare of the Indian seamen community. Therefore it in of the 
utmost importance that a man of such a character and experience should 
be included in the inquiry. As regards a representative of the Indian 
Quarter-Muster’s Union, I am asking for this simply bec-ause they 
are the most organised body in Calcutta. My particular reason for 
doing so is that since the Report of the Shipping (Committee came out 
they immediately started a (juarter-Master's Union which is separate 
from the general organisation and they successfully applied to the 
Shipping Master for the employment of their meinhers in the ships 
and to a great extent they have already induced the Shipping Master 
to carry out a portion of the reccjmmendutions of the Indian 
Seamen’s Report. As regards Maulvi Abdul Ruscdiid Khan, he comes 
from the district of Noakhali and a good number of ‘teamen come 
from that district and he himself is also' intimately connected with 
this pit)blem. Then, Sir, as regardh myself. I have been for a very 
long time connected with the Indian shipping and that the ill-fated 
Bengal Steam Navigation Ootnjjany which wa^i started by the seamen 
of Chittagong, ha<l two steamers hut on account of the keen competi- 
tion by European companies it bad to die an unnatural death : and 
ultimately they had to sell both the steamers which were purchased by 
the British Indian Steam Navigati( ii Co. Sir, Chittagong is the district 
from which I come and it is essentially net'Cssary that, if this question 
be discussed, a member from (’billagong should have a say in the 
matter. The (dher day Lord Jteading said that there should be an 
Indian Navy and suggestf'd that seamen from Bombay side and from 
Bengal and especially from (’liittagong slnmld l)e recruited. In this 
matter Chittagong takes the place ttf pride so far an Indian seamen 
arc coiK'erneil, and any Committee which sits in judgment over the 
question of nneniploymcnt should have a repiesentutive from among 
those men who are chiefly interested in the matter. At the same time 
I suggest that the ITon’ble Gisvernment Member should include if 
fhere l>e any inquiry the men who u?e being eniployed in fiats and 
steamships that ply in the river Wause they are also to all intents 
and purposes seamen. 1 do not think I can add anything further 
on the subject because Mr. Duud has ver>^ ably and lucidly slated 
everything what he feels about the matter. It is high time that this 
problem were^^lveil and that no legal quibble should be allowed to 
stand ill its way, for in)4anee it may be argued that this questioii 
being an Imperial one the Government of Beqgal cannot do anything 
in the matter. I think when the resolution has been accepted the 
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Ipgal difficulty has been got ovf»r by tho Legislative Department. 
At^ring done that I do not think that Ooyernment can now come forward 

say that we are not in a }K)8ition to give effect to this resolution 
because it is an Imperial question. With these few words I support 
the main motion together with my amendment. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ s]K)ke in Bengal. The English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

“ Sir, I support this resolution wholeheartedly. 

I feel Ijound to .support a resolution in relation to the la.scnis, firstly 
becau.se they belong to (^hittagoiig Division fnun which I come, ami 
secondly becau.se they ai'e Moslems. 

I have kept myself informed for a long time of their condition and 
its disadvantages which have been dealt with at liii-ge by the mover. 
As President of the recently formed Quaiierma.sters’ T^nion, I have had 
opportunities to study their r'ondition. 

They are compelled to waft for long periods of time Wfore they are 
able to secure employment, during which their funds are exhausted and 
they are forced to accept loans on high interest from their patrons. 
They are also forced to spend u great part of their wages in pix»pitiating 
the fuv(mrites the authoritie.s in <uder to secure employment and to 
keep it. 

The (juailcnnasters’ riiion has not been .successful in improving 
their lot owing to the (q)poHition of vuriou.s interested pailies. I have 
drawn the attention of the (ioveniment to the measures taken by 
the Government of other countries to improve the condition of sailors, 
hut they have remained indifferent. 

In fact, very little lia> facn done for the lascais. Tlie peculiar 
c<»ndition of their ser%i« e and their igeneral poverty demand that a 
thonmgh inquiry sliould he made in regard to their rcmiplaints. For 
these i-easous, I support tliis resolution for a f'ommittce for this purpose. 

Mh W. L. TRAVERS: The hon’hle mover in moving his resolution 
appealed for the sympathy of my eonimunity. I should just like to sa,\ 
that he has that sympathy, Nc» Britisher in this country can ^)rget the 
fine services rendered during the war by the lascars. Hence in regard 
to the main object of the resolution of course, he has our sympathy, but 
the question of unemjdoyment of seamen is one of supply and demand. 
At the present time the shipping trade is verj' slack and in consequence 
there is a certain amount of unemployment. All I have hj say on this 
point is that any scheme which is put forward to solve this question of 
unemployment among seamen will, I am certain, receive the sympa- 
thetic attention of the Chamber of Commerce. 
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Dr. H. W. B. MORiNO: I rise to support the resolution moved by- 
Mr. Baud. I think there is a [growing need for an inquiry as to the 
serious condition of unemployment among Indian seamen. That they 
did well and courageously in the war is evident. If anybody doubts 
that he might take a walk across the maidan and see the glorious 
memorial erected in inemoiy^ of the heroic work done by the seamen. It 
is a great pity that seamen who serv'ed faithfully and well in the 
time of the {greatest need should now be cast aside and forgotten. Their 
case is a serious one : they have given up their agricultural pursuits and 
they have come here throwing up their usual avocations and they live 
in this congested city amidst unsavoury' suri-oundings and entirely at 
the mercy of tliose “ brokers who exact from them all sorts of illegal 
gratificationH. Therefore, I think, that some sort of seairhing inquiry 
is necessary in order that these sinister bars which are now put in the 
way of these men securing employment may be removed. Some time 
ago when a committee wa« appointed to inquire as to the need for 
employing more and more Indian seamen, of which Mr. Daud was a 
member, I gave evidence before that committee and I pointed out that 
these brokers and middlemen came in and imposed ini^iuitous terms on 
these poor people. Somehow or 4dher (lovemment have invariably put off 
the matter year after year. Plven now we have a ies(dution moved in this 
Coun<‘il that something should be done and done in right earne^t. I 
do not quite understand wduit the position is in reg-ard to Anglo-Indian 
seamen. I do not know' if the resolution would (‘over the Anglo-Indians 
as well, because I know' in the past it w’as once the means of securing 
employment for Anglo-Indians who could not secure employment in 
other avenues. They generally shifted for themselves and got wnne 
sort of appointments on the seas. After all, Sir. the Sea and the Army 
afford an outlet for unemployment in llritain and so far as my com- 
munity is concerned it did afford s<»me outlet to those who had no apti- 
tude for work in other dim tionv I ‘should like to see a parti(‘ular 
in(juirv w'ith regard to this big question, for in my community the 
growth of unemployment is becoming so serious and so very acute that 
it is practically overwhelming those who are studying the qucvstion of 
solving the difficult pnddem of Anglo-Indian unemployment. Not h»ng 
aigf) His Excellency, addressing the Kalimpong Homes, expressed the 
view that the Anglo-Indians there should make very suitable fiailoi*8. I 
only trust that this (juestion along with the larger question will receive 
some attention from the (lovernment because of the fact that the Anglo- 
Indian unemployment is iiioi-e acute perhaps than the unemployment 
found in other communities. I do not place, however, very much faith 
upon committees of inquiries: I know* how these things are conducted 
and where they lead to. I know how these things are usually shelved by 
committees of inquiries. In the last Council there was a committee of 
inquiry for middle class unemployment in Calcutta, including Anglo- 
Indians and we have yet to learn frcuii Government what action has 
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taken with regard to the hndings of that eomnuttee. What really 
hif j>ens with committeeis of thiti kind ig. that a gi^at iitir is made on aU 
sideft, evidenm produced, and all sorts of things are said and then the 
committee take a good deal of time to come to a dec'ision and once the 
report i« out everylK>dy goes to sleep, including the Government. 1 notice 
that because I am painfully i^nscioue of unemployment still existing^ 
throughout the length and the breadth of the cH>untry although we had 
a sean'hing inquiry with regtird to this question. I h<>pe, therefore, 
that so far as this inquiry- committee is conceineti, Govenuuent will take- 
courage in lK>th hands and see that somtthing definite is done with 
regard to the whole question. Perhaps the tiovemment will say — and 
I can almost foresee that — that it is not our business — it is a matter 
whit-h cmu-erns essentially the (tovernment of India, thus fencing the- 
whole qut*sti(»n. I hope the Government will not tnke up this attitude. 
If the Bengal Goveniment feels that it is not primarily resjxmsible for 
thi^ ([uestion of uuempl<»yment, surely it has in its hands power to make 
rei'oniinendations to the Government of India as to what action should 
W taken and furtlierniore it may initiate here in Bengal a committee of 
inquiry which will liirg<‘ly htdp the Government of India in whatever 
action they proiMi^e t<> take in this matter. Bombay perhaps is the only 
other prt>vim*e which aibnds employment to Indian seamen. I trust, 
therefore, that this resolution will not Im» fritlered away in words, wonls, 
and words. I think that in this ('ouncil there can l>e no two opinions 
that there is an urgent and pressintg need for affording some relief to th© 
distressing unemployment now found amongst seamen. 

BaiHJ KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: This motion by Mr. Baud. 

and the amendment by Muulvi Md. Xurul Huq Chaudhury are 
very imp<»rtunt, iuusmui h as it affect© u very large section of seamen whe 
are ( ailed by the name of lascois. Gf course 1 must say at the outset 
that the unemidoynieiit pnihlein is a large question and has l>een in 
the forefront of our jioliticwl and economic troubles for the lust few 
years. The question of the iineni ploy men t of seamen cannot strictly 
speaking be considered separately and upuii from the larger problem 
which affects all classes of our countrymen. As, however, these Kea» 
men are a s[iecial section of our countr%'men, who, over and almve the 
troubles they suffer in winmon witli tfie other (‘omniunitiea, have got’ 
certain peculiar grievances of their own which should I)e remedied a? 
early as practic^able, I give my wholehearted sup|K)rt to the amendment” 
of Maulvi Md. Xurul Huq Chaudhury which proposes the formation of a 
strong committee of gentlemen who have got some first-hand knowledge 
of the condition of things prevailing amongst seamen. No real lovci 
of his country should ignore the future possibilities of the mari- 
time prosperity of Bengal. But such maritime supremacy can only 
be ensured by ameliorating the condition of the poor seamen of Bengal. 
They are »im[>le, baitl-working and brave children of the soil and it* 
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will not be difficult to redress tbeir grievances, if only the members 
of the committee approach the problem in a spirit of sympathy and 
tactfulness. Almost the entire sea-borne trade is under the control 
*of foreigners and if our men suffer from unemployment, a very large 
measure of the responsibility cannot but devolve on these foreign ship 
-owners. But it will be a question for the members of the committee 
to tackle as to how far the difficulties of unemployment are attributable 
to internal causes and how far due to jealousy and competition on the 
part of foreigners. Of course if the Government were so disposed, the 
unemployment problem so far as the seamen are concerned could have 
been easily solved and there would have been no necessity for tht 
inauguration of a committee to go into the matter. But as it is the 
indifference of the Government has necessitated the formation of a 
-committee. The wealth of details advanced by Mr. Daud would con- 
vince any sceptic that we should no longer sleep over such an urgenl 
problem and I whole-heartedly support the motion of Mr. Daud. 

Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQ: I want to arrest the attention of the 
members present in order to focus it on this resolution whicli is of 
vital importance to the seamen. It is an open se(‘ret that the ship 
owners have been exploiting these p(K>r seamen for years together. It 
was Father Hopkins, universally known as the “ sailors’ friend whe 
in the early sixties and seventies took up the cause of the j>oor seamen 
and ju’ovided accommodation for them in Kidderjore and Hastings. 
He was also instrumental in removing the “ chop houses ” from Flag 
Street now' known as Lai Bazar »Street which were a veritable den of all 
sorts of vices. He wdlh his band of earnest workers saved many a 
poor seaman wdio hailed from the districts of Chittagong, Noakhali, 
etc., Iwirdering on the fringe of the Bay (d Bengal and were hopelessly 
under the tyrannous rule of the capitalists. 1'he grievances of these 
seamen are many and it is undoubtedly our bounden duty to see that 
they are removed. When the great war came it was these pwir seamen 
who rushed into the arena of fight and without heeding the hidden 
-dangers of the submarine, many of them sacrificed their lives for the 
-cause of the country as well as for their King. But what is the reward 
given to them? Nothing save and except a memorial on the bank of 
the Ho(»ghly ! Even when the reparatiim award came after the close 
of the war the families of these poor seamen were neglected. It wa^ 
with feverish anxiety that the Indian seamen looked upon President 
Wilson who came up to Europe with his fourteen points and established 
the league of Nations, The General Conference of the International 
Labour Organisation of the League of Nations was held at Genoa in 
1920 and framed a draft Convenion for establishing facilities for find- 
ing employment for seamen, but unfortunately the Indian Legislature 
did not ratify that Convention. The. result is that the very abuses and 
iirrievances which existed in the matter of employment on the sea. 
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^•rtietiliirly in Calcutta and Bombay, continue. The vim which run 
lUanpant in Calcutta are manifold and the land ah arks, 1 mean the 
brokers, are present as in the good old days and squeeie out the profit 
of the |»oor seamen; they advance money at the time of recruitment 
and when they come Iwck they realise it with terrible venjreancM^. 
Unless they pay illegal ffratificutiou to the brokers they are thrown 
overboard and they would lx* in (rreut despair lOs to whether they would 
get employment. For years and years their families are face<l wifli 
starvation and their condition is very miserable. This sort of abuse^ 
was and is still prevalent in the city of Calcutta. It is no doubt a 
matter for serious consideration to see that many [HK>r seamen wh( 
have been waiting for years together for employment are now given 
opportunities for it. 

The (Government of India held a preliniinarv in(|nirv into the con- 
ditions under which seamen are i*ocruited in large numbers. The 
iiKjuirv wuh condin ttv] l*y Mr. A. ti. ('low, i.c .s.. (\»ni roller of the 
liulniur liineau in the (Goveininent of India, accompanied in em'h port 
by one representative of ship owners and one representative of seamen 
selected by local (lovemment. 

By resolution Xo. 12(t8 of ‘2nd March, 19*22, the (ioverninent of 
India appointed a coinniittee including two members of the Indian 
IjCgislature in addition to the five gentlemen who took part in the 
preliniinarv imiuiry to examine, to collect ami to rcjiort what i-efortH'* 
were possible in the existing methods <if reiMuif inent. 

The findings of tlie committee were — 

(7 1 tlie pic'-ent system undei which shipping companies engage 
seamen through licensed brokers appoint(Ml under section 
18 of Act I of 18f»l or private brokers (in Calcutta soine- 
time^ Known as ghat sprang" i has re«.uIt»Mi in graTi* abuses; 

( 2 ) Shipping companies geneiully engage seamen through the 
brokers and pay them a commission c^ilcuhited on the 
advances which the broker make to the seamen on behalf of 
the companies; 

(Jt the first step in the ^eIection of the crew is the nomination of 
the seraiigs or butlers. The <Te»’ is select ihI later and the 
serangs and the butlers have mitunilly a considerable ahare 
in its selection ; and 

(^) when the crew is finally a{»provcd by the officer concerned, it 
is signed on the articles in the presence of the shipping 
master or his agent. At this stage the broker gives the 
seamen an advance of their pay. 

Immediately before the ship sails an official medical examiimtion 
is held and either as a result of this examination or some other causes 

IS 
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TACAiicies in a crew may arise at the last moment. The shi^^ping 
companies depend upon the brcAer for the supply of men to fill these 
vacancies. Brokers and ghat serangs supply the crew on demand, 
their other functions are payment of advances to the seamen who are 
engaged and the replacement of deserters or of men rejected on medical 
grounds. 

The committee found that this system led to grave abuses. It is 
imperative to introduce an entirely new system which does not involve 
the employment of intermediaries. The duties entrusted to brokers 
and ghat serangs can only be adequately effected by the organisation 
of an employment bureau. 

Two alternative systems are suggested in the draft Convention, 
namely, (1) system of employment offices is organised and maintained 
by representative associations of ship owners and seamen in co-opera- 
tion; and (2) the system is maintained by the State. These two are the 
only feasible alternatives but the first altemative is the better one in 
priuciple*. 

The nec^essary interference by the State with the condition of 
labour in any industry is undesirable. But there may be a system 
based on co-operation though there may be difficulties in securing it. 
With the growth of healthy organisation amongst seamen and of 
mutual trust and good will the ideal alternative may be brought into 
existence. 

The employment bureau to be set up in each centre should have 
at its head a single officer — an officer having pnictical maritime 
experience. 

We have now in Calcutta the Shipping Master who is also an officer 
in charge of the employment bureau. He is preparing registers of 
different lines but unless and until we get the advisory committees 
many of the grievam es of the seamen would not be removed. The advisory 
committees of representatives of ship owners and seamen by working 
conjointly and harmoniously can do a lot in ameliorating the condition 
of the poor seamen. The figures quoted by Mr. Duud as regards 
unemployment of seamen are appalling. The poor seamen in large 
numbers daily go to the shipping office and daily come back disappointed 
and with sorrow stamped on their face. How long this state of things 
would continue it is difficult to say. But there must be an end to this 
sort of suffering and hardship. The poor seamen did all they could 
during the war, and what is their reward ? I again repeat that they have 
got only a memorial on the Hooghly ! 

These poor seamen have not got any meeting place in Calcutta where 
they can meet together, the seamen coming from different parts of the 
woild. But there is a silver lining in every cloud of despair. In England 
re^ntly Bir Benjamin Robertson, Lord Birkenhead’s prindpal adviser. 
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ftart«d a l^acar Isatiiute for Asiatic Seamen in CleTeland Street^ Btiken* 
keadf and I hope the Bengal Government ahould take early atepa for 
atarting a similar iiislitnte in Calcutta in such locality where the seamen 
m large numbers live and resort. 

The seamen in India are paid veiy* low wages in comparison with 
those which (he seamen of other countries enjoy. They suffer owing to 
the insatiable appetite (»f the employers. Viscount Tnchcape at the 
85th Geneial Meeting of the shnreholdeiN of the P. & 0. Company 
at the recent gigaiitii^ losses of over a million pounds 
sterling inflicted by the seamen’s strike wh<» refused to i*ematn calm 
while being exploited to an tuitnerciful degree, but the worthy liord 
forgot to mention the m cuiiimulated eiuuiuoiis piofits which the said 
company eiijfiyed f<»r years together priiodpally at the expense of jxMir 
lascars and seamen who are given very low and undesirable wages. The 
capitalists often at the expense of the w(»rkers turn out paiiiper(*<l lords 
and visctmnts. 

The air is now surcharged with (he ciy of an Indian Xavv and which 
cry has now* criKssed across tlie seas to England. If you want such navy 
strong ami efficient then it is the hoiuiden duty of every sensible man to 
see that the Indian seamen with (heir families live a happy and healthy 
life as they would l>e the veritable backbone of such a navy. 

With these few words 1 commend this resolution to the acceptance of 
the House w ithout any dissentient voice. 

The folh>vving amendment was called but not moved: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ to move, by way of amendment, that 
in the motion of Mr, M. Dnud for “ and (e) the mover ” (he following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(c) Sii' Abd-ur-Hahiiii, K.c.s.l., m.l.c.; 

(/) ('aptain Dervell, Shipping Master, Calcutta; 

(/;) Mr. M. A. Khan, Bai.*nM/aw; 

(/i) t)ne representative of the Indian Quarter Masters’ Union to 
be nominated by them; 

(f) Maulvi Ahdur Roachid Khan, 
ii) Maulvi Md. Nurul Ha<j Chaudhury*, 

(il-) Mr. Mahbuhul Hutj, M.n.r. ; and 

( 1 ) the mover; with five to form a c|Uorum.” 

Tim Hen^li Mr. d. DaNALD: I must congratulate Mr. Daud <m 
the dextefity with which be has got round the rules and under the guise 
of unemployment has brought forward a resolution regarding the recruit- 
ment of seamen. This question of recruitment is one for the central 
Oovemment and have no (‘oiicem with It except as agents of that 

18 a 



RESOLUTIONS. 


[23kd Fxb. 


Oovernment. The question of unemployment is really one of supply and 
demand — if there are fewer ships than can sufEce for the number of men 
who are registered as seamen, then there must be a number of men who 
cannot be employed. Mr. Daud has given us certain figures — he referred 
to alK)ut 1,80,000 seamen on the register, — I do not know how many of 
those are dead, and how many of them have given up the sea entirely 
and have taken to other pursuits where they are better employed. But 
when the shipping of the country can give employment only to something 
like about half a lakh of men, it is evident that all those on the register, 
even if they want to go to sea, cannot do so, bec ause 50,000 posis cannot 
provide employment, at any rate anything like steady employment, for 
1,80,(M)0 men. If we are to see that these men are all to^et employment, 
it means that they can be employed only fitfully. Is it better policy to 
give einploymenl with some steadiness to u certain number of men or to 
give fitful employment to at least a lakh of men at odd seasons ? Mr. Daud 
would apparently make no distinction as to the efficiency of the various 
seamen : he would give them all, capable or otherwise, some employment 
at one time or another. I do not know that it is a particularly desirable 
state of affairs to distribute employment to the seamen on the books 
rather than to secure the steady employment of a certain number, thus 
leaving the others to take to other pursuits where there is some possibility 
of employment. And what about the constant additions to the register. 
Men are now coming forw^ard at the present day at the rate of over 500 
a month to begin a seaman’s life, and roughly 75 per cent, of these men 
get employment fairly soon. There must of course he new recruits. I 
do not imagine that any one will agree that a stop should he put to this 
fresh recruitment, i.c., that no men are to come forward, seeing that there 
are so many unemployed. Is a bar to be put on this avenue to employ- 
ment? The question, however, is really one of lecruitineut ; and as I 
have said it is a matter which is not primarily our (oruerii. Mr. Daud 
knows that the Legi.Mlative Assembh is the plate a lieu* this question 
should properly be discussed. Now, as a matter ot fuef, we know all the 
facts. There is nothing new wliich a eomrnittee can tell us. There was 
41 committee in 1922-2‘1 and that committee submitted a rejwirt, making 
certain recommendations. These recommendations aie now under 
consideration. What we are now doing is tiscei-taining the l)e8t,way of 
pniclically applyiiig these recommendations tt) the lomlitions of recruit- 
ment. A new shippinit master, a seaman himself, has been pul in and he 
has l)een working out a practical scheme during the pj»st year. We are 
discussing with him the question of the practical application of the 
re<H>mraendations of the committee, lie has made certain pi oposals. 
They are receiving our consideration and I am personally dealing with 
the matter. We do not want any more committees — we know the 
matter well and" the practical application of the measures of reemitment 
is under consideration. We have not yet finished with it — we are 
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on and we hope to come to mme concluaiona shortly. There ta 
no good in having a new amimittee. ' The question haa aheady been 
considered by a committee of which Mr. Daud was a member. There is 
therefore no point in having a c'oinmittee at all, and I therefore oppose 
the resolution. 

Mr. M. DAUD: Ko far as 1 understand fmm my friend the 
Hon*ble Mr. Donald, that he is not very keen on having this com- 
mittee and he has only given me the ussunuice whieh my men ui'e 
getting from him since 1922, vi:., that the ivcuinmendations the 
Seamen’s Recruit meiit Committee of 1922 uic under the consideration 
of the Government. It is now 192(J and still it is not known whether the 
imuuinendutions of that committee will ever he enforced by the Govern- 
ment. I do not think they w'ill do so, unless and until w© insist on them 
that it has become an uV>'<ol\ite necessity to do so. This question of 
enforeing the committee^ recommendations was very ably discussed in 
the year 1924 by Mr. Cbatuanlal and Mr. Tcisbi in tlie I^egislative 
Assembly and the II(»n’ble vSir Charles Innes replied that they I'ould do 
nothing until and unless they were advised by the local Government as 
to what to do. To put it in a nutshell, T am driven from |K)st to pillar; 
the local Government tell us that they cannot do anything, because it 
is an Imperial subject and the Tmperiul Government say that they 
cannot do anything until and unless (hey are advised by the local 
Government tvs to what to do. The International Labour Giiganisation 
is a product of the peace treaty with Germany. By (he ticaty of 
Vei-sailles this International Tailniur Organisation of the liinigue of 
Nations lias come into existence for the benefit of the workers of the 
whole world. The representatives of all the States who are ineinherH 
»)f the Tj<»ague of Nations as well as the representatives of the employei*H 
of labour attend this International Labour Organisation. In the year 
1920 when the unemployment insurance matter was dtdniled in the 
International Labour Conference at Genoa (he Government of India’s 
delegate, Sir Jiouis Kershaw, and Captain Vines, Shipping Master, 
Calcutta, another delegate, and the employers’ delegate were all present 
and they did not object to it. I have gone through the whole proceed- 
ings and did not find that they objected to the passing of this Conven- 
tion. It is now too late for the Government to say that they are not 
willing to do anything for the seamen and so far as it concerns India 
the result will he, that if at any other time a great European war breaks 
oat again, it will be very difficult for the Government of India to induce 
seamen to join merchant sbii>s and to fare torpedoes and submarines. 
For what they did for the empire during its peril, I think, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald will accept my harmless resolution which only asks for the 
appointment of a committee. T know that so far as legislative measures 
are concerned with regard to Government insurance or any subvefitton* 
they will have to be done not here hut in the Ijegislative Assembly. The 
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other day, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra gaid in angwerin^ to the debate 
that was going on in connection with the unemployment concerning the 
middle class men^ that ihh question was a provincial question and that 
the provincial Govemiiients were the best authorities to enlighten the 
Government of India akmt the facts and figures and also to report 
whether there were any uneinployiiient or not. Therefore I am draw- 
ing the attention of the Hon 'hie Mr. Donald, the Member in charge of the 
Marine Department, to have this committee and get the report of this 
committee and then, if necessary, report the findings of this committee to 
the Government of India to take action. Sf*, in view of these circum- 
stances, I think, my friend, the ITon’ble Mr. Donald, will accept this 
resolution. The Government of Bengal will in fact be doing the work 
of forwarding the committees re<•oInmendation^ to the Central Govenc 
meiit, if necessary. 

The HOfl*bla Mr. DONALD: I should just like to suy that I have 
never said that we will do nothing for the seamen. My point is that 
w’e have already got all the iieces.Hary materials, and that w'e can our- 
selves go ahead without appointing another c«)mmittee. Mr. Daud has 
also said that although the committee reported in 1922, it i> now* 192(i 
ami the matter has not keen settled. Well, if we have antdher com- 
mit lee, I do not know' how’ many years more will elapse before the ques- 
tion is settled. We have got all the materials a committee could collect, 
and we will get on qui<'ker with the muterial*' available than with the 
ap}M»intment of a new ('ommittee. For this iea<on I have to oppose the 
resolution. 

The amendment of Maulvi Md. Xiirul lliUj CliaudUuiy was then put 
and agreed to. 

'I’he moti(m of Mr. M. Daml wuk then jnU in the following amended 
form and agreed t(t ; — 

‘‘ Tliis Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of — 

(fi) one representative of the ship-ownei> to be nominated by the 
(hilcutta Liners’ Conference or by the Bengal Chamlier of 
C\»mmerce; 

{h) one representative of the seamen to be nominated by the Indian 
Seamen’s Union; 

(r) The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department, 
Government of Bengal; 

(r/) Mr. Mahbubul Huq, 

{n) Captain Darvell. Shipping Master. Calcutta; 

(/) Mr. M. A. Khan. Barrister-at-Iaiw; 
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(g) one represantativ® of the Indian Quarte^Ma<ter’i» Fnion to 

be nominated by them ; 

(h) Maulvi Abdur Raechid Khan; 

(i) Maulvi Md. Nunil Huq Chaudhury, and 
(/) the mover; 

‘ five to form a quarum * l>e formed to inquire int<» the cauHex of unem* 
ployment amongst seamen in Bengal and to advise what remedial 
measures should In* adopted.” 


Extension of public holideyt. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROYl Sir, 1 b<tg to move that this Countdl 
recommends to the (government that immediate steps be taken for the 
extension of public holiday under the Negotiable Instruments Act, 
1881 (XXVI of 1881), <m the occasions of Jagadhatri Puja and Sri 
Panehami by one day in each case, as obtained prior to the year 1914, 
and also for the grant of one holiday on the llth of every year 

for the Miufhotsltah of tlie Bralimo community. 

You all know that public holidays came to be declared every year 
]•> notifications made by the local Government in the ottiidul Gn*ette 
under section (d tiic Neg<»tiable Instiumeiit^ Act of 1881. It will Iw* 
M'en that under the explanation to the section no Indian holiday coubi 
be a public holiday unless the local (f<>vernment deedared it to be Hucli 
in the ollicial (lazcltc. It is a well-known fact that the Jagadbatri and 
Saiaswati Piijas aiv two of the most important ami sacred Hindu 
festivals in Bengal. They have been observed by every Hindu from 
lime immemorial. Tw(j consecutive days for Jagadhatri and Saraswati 
Pujas have been detdared as public holidays by the local (lovemnieut 
ever since the enactment of tite Negotiable Instruments Act in 1881. 
Public holidays, as you all know, are Bank holidays. Things went on 
s^moothly for about Tl years. The public holidays for these two 
important Hindu festivals came to W reduced from two to one day in 
either case since 1914. 

The Durga Puja is the imiHt important Hindu festival. Formerly 
the Durga Puja holidays were 12 in number and they were recogniserl as 
public holidays under seed ion 25 of the Negotiable Instruments Act. 
The hank holidays were however reduced to 4 days only in 1889-1890 in 
Bengal. This is how the matter stands. It must Ire admitted to the 
<*rpdit of the Government that they have systematically recognised and 
do up to dale recognise as Govern ment holidays 12 days for the Durga 
Puja and 2 days each for the Jagadhatri and Baraswati Pujaa. 1 want 
to make it clear that I am not presaing for the restoration of the Dur^ga 
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Puja holidays to 12 days. It is a pity that although the longest vaca- 
tion on account of public holidays amount to 8 consecutive days in the 
Central Provinces, 5 days in the Punjab, 7 days in Bombay, 6 days in 
Madras, 9 days in the North Western Frontier Provinces and 10 days 
in Burma, in Bengal the public holidays have been reduced from 12 to 
4 days on the occasion of the Durga Pujas and from 2 to 1 day on the 
occasion of the Jagadhatri and Rai-aswati Pujas to the misfortune of the 
hardworking and toiling employees of the banks in Bengal. It is also 
significant that while the necessity for relieving and giving rest to all 
public officers by granting leave is i-ecOgnised and recognised veij justly 
by Government to (his day on ac(‘ount of the above thiee Hindu religious 
festivals, the Bank holidays have l>een ruthlessly cut down. It is 
needless for me to point out that the i-eligious sensibilities of the Hindu 
were hurt once in 1890 and again in 1914. 

I also press for recognising the 11th of .Uaffh, which is the sacred 
day of the Brahmo community — which is by no means a negligible but 
a vei-y important sect — as a public or at any rate as a Government 
holiday. 

1 have placed all the facts before the House. I would press for the 
restoration of the bank holidays in the case of lugadhatri and Saraswati 
l*uja8 to two consecutive days as heretofore out of respect to the religious 
susceptibilities of the Hindus in Bengal. The religious fetdings of the 
Brahmo community should also be siitisfied by declaring the 11th of 
Maqh^ be., only one day every year, as a holiday. The days following 
the above two Hindu festivals are equally sacred and might to he 
declared as holidays as heretofore. 

Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: I move, by way of amendment to the 
motion of Mr. Tarit Bhusan B<>y, that the following words he added at 
the end, namely : — 

“ and also f(»r the grant of two more holidays for the Muham- 
madans to Ih* added to each of the existing numbers of holidays on 
each of the occasions of the Id-ul-Fitr and Id-uz-Zuha festivals.” 

In moving this amendment I wish to say u few words as a matter 
of explanation. First of all I would like to ask my friend not to take 
it for grunted that Muhammadans ore not really in need of any more 
holidays on the occasion of Id-ul-Fitr and Id-uz-Zuha but this amend- 
ment has bewi moved because there is motion ft>r holidays for Jagad- 
hatri Puja, Sri Panchami and Mugbotshab. It is very far fram tiuth. 
As festivals the (Mrasiona of Id-ul-Fitr and Id-uz-Zuha aie by far the 
most important throughout the whole year. There are other festivals no 
doubt but these two occasions have a speidality of their own. Their 
very affix Id/’ s|>eaks volumes. On these two occasions praperly 
sfieaking, solemnities of religion are ('onibined with communion of 
rejoicings. These two oi'casions are cM^casious of embracing wear ones 
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aid d««r onaa, oocaaionK of diuing^ tojfetW md rajoiring iog^thar. 
It Irill not bo out of place to metiiion that Mobammadans ore for- 
bidden to go to fares, tbeatrea, and such other places of auiusemmit 
and as a compensation for this, these two occasions are fixed for 
rejoicings. So much so that on the days of Id-ul-Fiir and Id-ux-Zuha 
Muhammadans are prohibited to obsme fast. It is then sufiSciently 
clear that any attempt to rob these occasions of their rejoicing is 
sacrilegious. Now the question is whether the existing two days*^ 
absence from the office is sufficient for the pur|)Ose. I submit, it is not, 
Wcause the occasion demands “ Arhaa ” that is four days. We ai-e 
concerned here with the |>ersons under employment. I think it is- 
very hard for them to imss these feeiive o<'casion» abroinl lamenting 
their lot. This is not all. Absence from near ones and dear ones is very 
heartrending but aWnce from home in 99 out of hundrwl cases, cause 
unspeakable difficulties in organising or solemnising theae occasions. 
On these occasions, purchases are to be made, alms are to be bestowed,, 
sacrifices are to be offered. It is not at all difficult to find out that 
absence puts serioua obstacles in the way of performance of these oliserv- 
ance, therefore, my pnqMJsal is that the number of holidays ought to be 
raised up to four on each of the occasions. 

I was considering for a long time to move such a resolution in this 
House but I was not blind to the fact that a new resolution has vcr>’ little 
chance for coming up in the beginning of the agenda. That is why I 
caught the tail (vf the resolution number 8 to cross the threshold of 
this House at the earliest possible moment. With these words I submit 
my motion to the acceptance of this House. 


Maul¥i ZANNOOR AHMED: T move, by way of amendment, that 
in the motion of Mr. Tarit llhusun Roy the following words lie odde(F 
at the end, namely: — 

and for the grant of one holiday on the 15lh Shohnn of every year 
for Shah-i’hnrnt of the Muhammadan community.’* 

Shab-i-harat is an importnui festival of the Muhammadan coiiiuiunily. 
It is necessary that siteps to be taken for the grant of a holiday for 
that. Previously Shalv-i-barut was a civil cxmrt holiday but owing to 
the riH‘onimendation of the Hefrenchment (’ommittee, the holiday 
been abolished. Difficulties of the Muhammadan litigants and witnesses 
are very great on account of the curtailment of the holiday, Shab-i- 
harat is a civil court holiday Iwth in Assam and Behar provinces and it 
has been decided by the Government in consultation with the Hon’blir 
High Court that the civil court holidays should l>e the same as the present 
Government executive holidays. So it is necessarj* that Shah-i-harat 
should be declared holidays under Negotiable Instnimenta Act of 1881# 
With theae words I beg to movo my amendment which stands in my' 
name. The number of the Mubaimsiadan holidays is tery smalL 
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HiClJf Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUINAVI: Sir, the 
mover of this resolution desires to haye three more days declared as 
public holidays, for Jagadhatri and Sri Panchami pujas and one for 
the Maghotshab. So far as that goes neither I nor the members of 
my community can have any objection. But when he says “ as 
obtained prior to the year 1914 ** it i^equires some explanation. 

Now, Sir, holidays in Bengal or for a matter of that in India are 
of two kinds. Those that are declared as such under the provision of 
section 25 of the Indian Negotiable Instruments Act of 1881 and thov^e 
which in addition to the aU»ve are gazetted as merely Government 
holidays. During the former not only Government offices but banks, 
mercantile firms, mills, factories, docks and in short all places of 
public business are closed. Whilst during the latter Government 
offices alone are closed. It is the practice with all local Governments 
to de(‘lare certain days as holidays in the local Gazettes under both 
the above heads in the month of November or December for the 
ensuing year. On an examination of these Gazettes it will be found 
that in the year 1913 in addition to 2 general Holidays, viz., the King- 
Emper<»r’s Birthday and the Proclamation day, there were declared 
under the provision of the Negotiable Instruments Act, in the Punjab 
8 Ilindn, H Thristian and b Mussulman holidays, in the United Pro- 
vinces 12 Hindu, 8 (Miristian and T Mussalman holidays; in the 
North-West Frontier Province 9 Hindu, 8 OhriNlian and 7 Mu^^Halman 
holidays; in tlie (Vntral Provinces 10 ]jind\i, 8 ('hri-tian and 7 Mus^d- 
inun holidays; in Goorg 12 Hindu, 8 Christian and 2 Mussalman holi- 
days; in Bombay 9 Hindu and Iain, 8 Christian, 4 Parsi and 2 
Mussulman holidays; in Madras 12 Hindu, 9 Chtistian and 1 l\lus>al“ 
man holidays; in Bengal 10 Hindu, 8 Christian but not a single Mussal- 
inun holiday. I'hus it uill be seen that in Ptl2 the Muhammadans in 
Bengal who in population exceeds the other eomm unities, had no 
recognition even lor a single day of their religious festivals. 

In order t(> remove this anomaly I had the privilege of moving 
a resohitiou in the }ni|HU‘ia] ('oiimil in 1912 with the result that the 
ffovermnent of Bengal were asked to rennive this anomaly. The 
Bengal Government, however, encountered obstacle from the Chamber 
.<»f Commerce and the non-official Eim>i)ean mercantile community. 
Both these Iwlies, however, were sympathetic so far as concerned the 
imlusion of Moslem festivals as public holidays: provided that that 
did not involve an excessive addition to the uumlier of public holidays 
already gnuvted. Sir (Vil Graham, a late Chairman of the ^ngal 
^^hamlter of (’ommerce, and Mr. A. Topping of Messrs Mcneil and 
Uomimny went so far as to say that the total number of holidays 
^should be divided by three and each sect, Chnstian, Hindu and 
Muhammadan, should be allotted an equal number. Personally,^ I 
had no desire to disturb any holidays granted to any sister community 
jind I left the matter to the Governmwit and to the sense of fainiew 
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of tfe other communities. The result was that one extra day was 
ac^led to the total and two days were taken out of the 16 frranted to 
the Hindu community and only 3 days, namely, the Id-uUfiir, Id-ui- 
ZuhA and Mohurram were deidared as public holidays under the Nego- 
tiable Instniments Act as a small concession to Moslem claims. 

Now, Sir, I have no objection to any community getting any more 
holidays so long as just and fair recognition is given to the claims of 
my community. It is for these reasons that, while not opixrsiug the 
main resolution, I beg to supjwrt both the anieudineuts. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spcike in Bengali in sup}>ori of 
the motion and the amendments. The English translation of which 
is as follows: — 

“Sir, Though I made some eftort> in connection with htdidays on 
the occasions of the two /// and Shab-i-harni festivatioiis in the first 
reformed Council, I could not achieve anything. In this instum e la»th 
Hindu and Moslem communities aie eoncerned and the I'esolution will 
be curried in spite of (iovernment opjai.^ition. 

Though the Moslems are in majority in Bengal, the number of 
holidays given specifically on the occasions of their ndigious festivals 
tall far below what (dher communities get. This certainly betirs 
evidence to their politiejd h!^clvw.lrdne^s. 

/f/ and Sl»ab-i-barat lodidays are equally important to the Moslems 
and they me liable to be put to much inconvenieiu'e and to suffer even 
tinancial losses unless public Indidays aie allowed (»n the occasion of 
those festivals. 

We are not jealous of the advantages which tlic jaditically advance d 
community have secured for themselves in this resj|>ect. we iiieitdy 
iieinand the same advantages for ourselves. We might almost say, 
judging all things, that the refusal to allow publit- holidays on these 
c»crasions amounts to interference wdth the religious practice of the 
Moslems. Under these circumstances, I give my entire supjMut to the 
proposed amendments.” 

8abu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, I have much pleasure in 
supporting the re^tolution as well u.s the two amendments mdiich have 
been moved to this resolution. The question is not as to what shoubl 
be the number of holidays for the Muhammadans, (’hristiaus, or 
Hindus, but the question is which are the holy days and whether the 
holy days must be observed as holidays. The religious ceremonies 
of the people, be they Hindus, Muhammadans, or Christians, must be 
reepecM V the Government. With these words I support the resolu- 
tion as well as the amendments. 
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Iln M. OAUO: Sir, I rise to support the resolution as well as the 
two amendments that have been moved by my friends Maulvi Bayedul 
Hoque and Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed. So far as the resolution is con- 
cerned the holidays that have been asked for by my friend, Mr. Roy, 
is essentially necessary for the commercial employees who are engaged 
in offices and this is a long-standing grievance of these employees. 
The Employees* Association of Calcutta has been ventilating this 
grievance for a long time and it has become a necessity to solve this 
problem. So far as the other holiday, that is the Maghotshab, is 
concerned, it is a very legitimate prayer of the Brahmo community to 
ask for this holiday. This holiday they are asking for their religion 
and I hope that the benign Government under whom we are npw living 
will respect the feelings of the Brahmo community. So far as the 
holidays for Id-ul-Fitr and Id-uz-Zuha are concerned, I place before 
Government the fact that it is really a grievance of my community as 
well as of myself. That grievaiue I hope the Government will remove 
and this is also a religious grievame of the Muhannnadans. Bo far 
as Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed’s amendment tor giving Iwdiday on the 
Shab-i-barat day is concerned, that is also a necessity for my com- 
munity. ITnder these circumstances 1 ho|)e the Goveniment will 
respect the religious feelings of the Hindu community and the Brahmo 
community as well as of the Muhammadan community. With these 
words I support the resolution and the amendments. 


MtUlwi KADER BAKSH: Sir, 1 rise to suppoit the amendments. 
So far as these amendments are concerned, evervlxaly knows that these 
are the most important religious festivals of the Muhammadans. It 
is a pity that not a single day’s holiday has been i)rovided for the 
iShal)-i-barat festival. Xow, Sir, Shub-i-barat, as everybody knows, 
is the Night of Fate and the Mubammadan.s feel that eveiydnaly’s fate 
is decided on that night. So on such an important occasion I think a 
day’s holiday is not too much. Provision should be made for such 
an imjKirtant festivity and for the festivity of Id-uz-Zuha also. The 
present number of holidays that exists is not sufficient. Everybody 
knows full well that the number of holidays on account of Muham- 
madan festivals is too low. The Muhammadans do not enjoy any 
holidays during the Ramxan time when they fast for thirty days. I, 
therefore, support the amendments of Maulvi Bayedul Hoque and 
Maulvi Zauuoor Ahmed. 

Mr* ABDUL LATIF BliWAB: Sir, the resolution moved by 
Mr. Tarit Blmsan Roy is a just one. He has proposed that a holiday 
should be giv^n oii the 11th of Maffh on account of the Brahmo festival 
Maghotshab. The Brahmos are a powerful and influential section of 
the Hindu community, and I think it is a legitimate and reasonable 
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depind on tkeir part to have a holiday ou that date. As for the amend* 
me^t ol Manlvi Sayedul Hoque, I submit that Id»ui»Zuha and Id-uUFiti: 
are^ two im{)ortant Muhammadan festivals just as Durira Puja among 
the Hindu festivals. On these days every Muhammadan feels it neees* 
sary to meet their near and dear relatives. If one does not find an 
opportunity to meet his relatives on these (Krasions, he considers 
himself an unfortunate and wretched j^erson. So it will be just and 
proper on the part of Goveramont to meet Ibis legitimate demand. As 
for the amendment of Maulvi Zaniioor Ahmed, 1 may say that if this 
amendment be accepted, the Muhummaduii litigants and lawyers will 
be saved from a very curious jiosition. I understand there is an ordei 
from Government that Muhammadan officials are exempted fitnii attend* 
ing offices'on the Shab-i- burnt du^ , but Muhammadan lawyers are tc 
attend oflSces on that day. The order which 1ms Wu issued by the 
Government seems to me a curious one ns it does in»t reiognise Muliam* 
madans other than Muhammadan officials to be Mubammaduns. I know 
personally a case in which I was put to great difticulty. On the last 
Shub-i-barat day a Muhammadan < lient of mine did not come to Court 
thinking that as the ])residing‘ officer was a Muhammadan, it would 
not he necessary for him to attend court ou that day. Under this 
impression no steps were taken in his case. The next day a tadbir wu^ 
made, but my unfortunate client found that bis case hud l)een dismissed 
for default and it was written on the order sheet that no tadhir was 
made. Therefore, I submit that the resolution as well as the amend* 
ments are legitimate ones and 1 support them for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr, W. L. TRAVERS: It i> contrary to the whole jxdicy of the 
non-official European community to interfere in regard to any mailer 
which relates tf» the religion of other com muni lies, hut in relation tc 
this motion before the Council I feel that 1 must describe the point of 
view of British husine.ss men of thi.s city and that point of view is 
that there are quite enough holidays as it is and we do not desire that 
there should be any sort of re-arrangement or that there should be any 
increase in the iuiml>er of lioHdnys. We have listened lhi*< morning 
to ap|>eals from honTde meniliers on the subject of unemployment. 
Now, I would just iMunt out that the remedy for unemployment if« 
not more holidays, hnt the remedy for unemployment is more trade, 
more indust more production, which will bf* followed by increased 
employment. I have nothing further to say. 

MEMBER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho 
Mr. Donilll): I fail to undresland why this question of increasing 
the existing number of holidays has been Immght forward again. Wc 
at the moment notify 25 public holidays under the Act and by executive 
ordev we allow several more days for every coramqnity, Hindus and 
Mubammadans alike. 



Mr. Travers hs« referred to the fact that the existing number of 
holidays is sufficiently large and in the interest of trade, as he har 
pointed out as well as that in the inteiest of the unemployed any iucrease 
in that number is to be deprecated. After what he has said I do not 
propose to enlarge on this point. 

Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy would like to go back to the position as 
it was in 1914. The position as before 1914 was that in the greatei 
pait of this Presidency there was only one holiday for the Jagadhatri 
Puja. From 1905, in Eastern Bengal and Assam there was only one 
day for the Jagadhatri Puja. The <hange in Bengal itself — one day 
for eacli of the festivals mentioned — was the result of Mr. Ghuanavi’s 
resolution in the Imperial Council that there should be a sufficient 
numbfM* of Muhammadan holidays as no holidays under the Act then 
existed for the benefit of the Muiianiinadans. We made very extensiv* 
inquiries and in coining to the coin lusion that cne day for the Jaga- 
dhatri Puja and one day for Sri Pancliaini weie quite sufficient. We 
were advised on good authority that this w«)iild not be to the detriment of 
religion and in fact w^hen Government, give an executive holiday foi 
all their offices, I think, it is clear that for the vast majority of the 
Hindu population of Bengal there is no difficulty whatsoever. AP 
have u whole day and the vast majority of them have another day so 
that the curtailment of one day in Bengal is not detrimental to theii 
religion. Since then for the la.st 12 years we have had one day’s holi- 
day only under the Act and there has been no objection; no c|nestioi> 
has lieen raised at all during theHC‘ years. 

As for giving extra holidays to the Muhammadans we did increase 
in 1914 the total nuralier of holidays by one in order that the Muham- 
madans should Imve the holidays which they now enjoy. There was 
a desire some years ago for an increase in the nvu iber of holidays and 
a small committee was appointed to go into the question whether this 
was possible by the curtailment of some other Inditiays; that committee 
came to the conclusion that this was not jmssible. 

As to the holiday for the Maghotsab for the Brahmo community 
I should just like to point out that this is a very small community 
consisting of about 3,000 or 4,000 jieople. Is it seriously held that 
the whole trade of Bengal should stand still for the benefit of this 
microscopic number? If the members of this community can find 
opportunity for worship without having a holiday I see no reason foi 
giving a holiday. 

All the amendments taken together would add to the existing 
holidays eight days during which nil business would be at a stand-still. 
This is not at all justified. As it is the holidays are already large 
in number afid it is not to the interest of trade or to the ^omaiUBitke 
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tlJf ^ ntnuber of holidays should be iuereased. The vast 
nilority of Beniaral in no way snfers from the present lystem. I am,* 
tbefefore, unable to accept this motion, or the amendments. « 

^ Hf. TARIT BHUSAN ROY t I am glad that my colleagues iiv 
this Council chamber representing the Muhammadan (^immunity havr 
supported my resolution and the two amendments. We alf know as 
a matter of fact that we are re8i)e<‘ting the religious feelings of the 
Muhammadan community even in this Council chamber and I see no 
reason why our demand in this resj>ect as embodied in the vesolutiou 
and the amendments ‘should not be agreed to and nccei)(ed by the 
Hon’ble ^r. Donald. In fact, so far as the Drahnio c<»minunity is 
concerned, 1 have not presNed that the llth Magh should he i-egarded 
as a Bank holiday but that it should be regarded as a (fovernment 
holiday only. It will appear from the resolution itself that I have 
made a distinction in the case of the Bralimo community so far as the 
grant of one holiday on the lltlj Mngh every >ear for the Mnghotshab 
of the Brahnio community is t’onoerned and having regard to this fact 
I do not think the Hou’ble MeinWr for Government should 0])[>ose 
this j)art of my resolution. 

I am sorry that my friend, Mr. Travers has chosen to opjwse my 
resolution. I am not in favour of the proposition that the holidays of 
one comimmity should Im* extended by curtailing the holidays of 
another community. Religious feelings of all conuinniities should ho 
respected. With these words T jiress my resolution with the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is (hat this 
Council i*ecommeuds to the Government that immediate steps he taken 
for the extension of public holidays under the Negotiable Instruments 
Act, 1881 (XXVI of 1881), on the occasions of Jagadhatri Puja and 
Sri Panchami by one day in each caee, as obtained prior to the year 
1914, and also for the grant of one holiday on the llth Maf/h of every 
year for the Maghot^hah of the Brnhmo community. 

To this Maulvi Sayedul Hmjue has moved the following amend- 
ment, viz: — 

Tliat the following words l>e added at the end, namely ; 

** and also for the giant of two more holidays for the Muhammad^^ 
ans to be added to each of the existing numbers of holidays on eacls 
of the occasions of the Id-nl-Fitr and Id-ns-Zuba festivals.’^ 

The question I have to put is that the amendment be made. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Mr. FREitOfNTS To the origintA resolntioa a« 
has h^u moved by Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed, viz : — 4 

^liie followi^irords be added at the end, namely : — 

** and for tlia. igrant of one holiday on the 15th Shaban of every 
fear for Shnb4*i&imt of the Muhammadan community.*’ 

The qiieHtion 1 have to put is that the amendment be made. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following resolution, as amended, was then put and agreed 
io: — 


This C’ouncil recommends io the Government that immediate 
steps be taken for the extension of public holidays under the Nego- 
tiable Instruments Act, 1881, (XXVI of 1881), on the occasion of 
Jagadhatri Puja and Sri Panchami by one day in each case, as 
obtained prior to the year 1914, and also for the grant of one holiday 
on the llth Magh of every year for the Magluytshah of the Brahmo 
oommuniiy and also for the grant of two piore holidays for the Muham- 
madans to be added to each of the existing numbers of holidays on 
each of the occasions of the Id-ul-Fitr and Id-uz-Zuha festivals and 
for the grant of one holidiy^r on the 15th Shaban of every year for 
Shah4-barat of the Muhammadan community.” 


Beggar nutsanoa. 

tr 'fy-' .O' 

Mr. <1. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 beg to movd Council 

recommends to the Government that 11 committee be appointed to inquire 
into and repoit upon the desiiability of taking legihliitive action to abate 
or end the beggar nuivauce in Bengal and purticulurly in Cakiiltu. 

This resolution, 1 am perfectly an are, is bristling with difhculties; 
and that is the greater reiison why this House should tackle this problem 
in a spirit of earnestness and determination. In the year 1918 consider- 
able corresp<indence passed between the Commissioner of Police, the 
Bengal (^hambers and the Political Department of the Bengal Govern- 
ment. A debate took place in the Bengal liegislative Council on July, 
1918, The resoluti(»n was withdrawn on that occasion and I find the 
Hon'ble P. C. Mitter said “ My T^>rd. after what has fallen from the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler: I think our purpose will be served by 
getting more information: and later on perhaps the Government itself 
may bring forward what is necessary; under these circumstances I do 
not press my amendment **. The Hon’ble Mr. Crum agreed and by leave 
of the House lH>th resolution and amendment weiv withdrawn. Well! 
Sir, that was in 1918 and since then nothing has been done. The 
question has grown considerably in importance since then and it has now 





actiou. Id dealiuif with this subject let us 
try to deiiue wl|o are the peisous u'e call beg^jjars ; — 

(/) We have the religious iiieiidicauls, mB 

(:^) Tersous damaged by birth by iujur>- or ‘ ^ 

tJ) We have the casual l>eggars who have Wc^^Iebilitated by 
disease such us consuniptitm, asthma, maluriu, etc., aud the 
type who neither work nor want. 


The leligious mendicant who form about 15 to ‘JO per cent, of the 
population are usually itinerants on their way to some pilgrimage 
centre oe hniking alnuit for some good pitch to settle down and live a 
life of peace. It would l»e a difli<ult matter to try to interfere with the 
loligious mcn(licant>. It ^^ould be an a<-t of encroachment on religion 
if 'iuch mendicants were In ought uiidei legislatiw coiitiol but if would 
help matteis if leligious diMioiiiinatioiiN took action and giaiited emti- 
ficates, from the bead of their deuoniimilioiis that is providing beggarv 
is lecognised and sanctioned ft\ the canons id the respective religious 
nnwidicaiits. I make tliis suggestion but I feai Milongas tlieir leligious 
patrons suppoit tlieni fhe\ will ah\a\s hi* with u*. 'I’lie leligious senti- 
iiKMit that assoriates po\eit\ with piety seems tf» be so deeply ingrained 
that I fi'ar it will never be got liil of. Even Ehristiuns have g^ot the 
idea fmin ('lirisi’s tiMclnnir “ That it is ^•}^si^‘| fur a eiiniel to g-o tbroiigh 
the eye of a n(*edl(‘ than foi a lich man to enter the kingdom of Heaven ’’ 
tlieretoie < be r^|^i(ius^ien(lieanf must be left to be dealt with by flie 
\arious ^Sl^flkui nations. 

The next gioup r(insi'»ts id tliosi* indix iiliials, the bait, the maimed, tlie 
lame and tlie blind, tbex aie peisims \s]in at bittli b\ the injuiN or diseasi* 
have been unab)e tUi follow tbei? own or father’s oeeiipation. The halt, 
we mu\ consider fiiut. in,^this gionp. These are weakling-s, who have 
become debilitated by disi^asi* like consuniption. asthma, kaln-a/.ai, etc. 
^riiey aie the saddest rases and leipiire the most help in their infiiniit>. 
The mujoiity of them are women, usually wageHmining women, who are 
no lonjger able to eain their living-, oi have bisf the pioteetion of the man 
whom she was living with whiNt working in the various factories. 
These women and chiblren are usually of the ciwdy class who have 
emigrated to Calcutta to work in the diffeieiit trades. 

They form alxrut 15 per cent, of the l^eggar class, and must suffer 
intense pain and agony drugging themselves along the street to get 
something to *»at often f>erhups with childieii dejieiidaiit on them. 
Occasionally you may see them in the street of North (‘alcutta too 
exhausted to go on any further. Their sufferings would be infinitely 
worse if it was not for the nuiiierous geiieitmsiy disp<isf*d Tridiati gentle- 
men, who daily feed these wretched individuals at the drarr of their 
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houMjS, Their f^te-ways are the places to see these famished 

women and children, for you will rarely see the genuine cases begging 
alonH the streetf " 

The next class are the maiined, about 5 per cent, of these cases 
^ave l>een Ihiiii with some defect, with some malformation that has taken 
place inside their mothers’ womb, in others their growth has been 
arrested, r.//., dwarfs, whilst others are giants in height, other again 
have fibrous tumours scattered all over their lx)dy and nerves. As 
regards lK)dily health, these persons are- quite well and do not spread 
disease, but they excite pity especially from women who give them alms 
freely to get rid of them and also the idea of horror that all biith mal- 
formations have fc»r the hoping mother of a child. Some of these 
individuals earn Rs. 4tl to Rs. 120 a month and they frequent the temple 
pre<*incis where women come to pray for help. A very few of these 
lM»dily injuries are persons who have lost an arm or leg as the result 
of some accident. The majority of the maimed are advanced cases of 
leprosy, they form alsmt ‘10 per cent, of the l»eggar population of 
(’alciitta. Tt is estimated that there are over 1,000 (»f these individuals 
living in this city. There are a mm'h large numljer of them who do not 
come (ui the street to beg for money but live in their own homes. Many 
of these lepers are run bv sirdars who import them into ralcutta to 
make money out of their infirmities. These lepers although loathesoine 
an<l horrible to locik at. are really of little danger in the spread of the 
<lisease. Tn mentioning almut sirdar le|a*rs one shuddeis at the idea and 
cannot help thinking Tmlia is a peculiar country in this rt‘spect ; for 
example, the (lovernmeiit found that in offering , rewards for killing 
snakes, when the reward was large, regular piofessiona^Marted foi’ 
breeding them, whilst if the r(‘ward was small nolK>dv would kill these 
reptiles. ^ 

The subp'ct of leper beggar^ was dealt with by me Wfoi'e the rmnicil 
(HI 2tlth hVbruarv, 1922. vVftei a full diseu'^sion the following residution 
was passed bv the TT(mse : — 

“That this Ouincil recommends to the Government that a sum of 
Rs. b(‘ pi-ovided in the ensuing budget m) that an immediate start 

mav l»e made M’ith the ((mstruetion of the Bengal T/ej*er Settlement, the 
land having Is'en procured for the Government bv private gift.” 

The Government later on wrote informing me that for want of funds 
they could not (’ontribute this amount. Well I Sir. the financial po?*i- 
fion is now better in Bengal. Therefoie T trust they will (‘ontribute 
this aniount to the le|>ers now. so that this Beggar Problem may make 
a step forward. 

The next eategorv* are the lame exeliiding the eases of leprosy 
mentioned aUwe. almut 15 }>er eeiit. of the Iveggars of Calcutta and 
nearly 50 pt^r cent, in North Calcutta have suffered from a disease 
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criled lathy lisui, which causes pai^alysis of the lower limbs aud is due 
to eating Kesari dal which is meaut for animals. These pemns have 
all immigrated iuto Calcutta from Behar and the Central Provinces. 
The upper part of the body is quite healthy but were unable owing to 
paralysis to follow their original mTUpatiou of harirars or ploughmen. 
iSuch persons 1*00^ be employed on stone breaking or taught an otM'u- 
pation like Imsket-makiiig, etc. A few of the lame aiv due to paralysis 
caused by the ravages of syphilis or other disease that aft'w t the central 
nervous system. 

Lastly, we have the blind. The deaf and dumb do not excite that 
pity from the public. The blind form alnnit HI jH*r cent, of the l>eggar 
populatimi and the blindness is due to causes at birth, fioiii small-pox, 
and later in life from catanict of lens. 

The problem resolves itselt into dealing with three classes ot l>t*f»gnrs. 
The hah who aie viclinis ot disease, the leper, and the paialysed cases 
due to lathyrism. These three groups constitute alsmt per cent, of 

the beggar population. The lejigious mendicant will always remain with 
us. They are healthx, but sometimes arc a minor factor In the sfO'i^ad 
of cliolera fn)m pilgrimage <*entres. The question of dealing with the 
blind, etc., an excellent start in this direction has la^en made b\ 
Dr. rhuni Lall l{o^e, < .i.K., i.s.ti.. in establishing a home for them and 
teaching them some occupati(»n. The prevention of l)lindness, will l)e 
attained by tlie Childs Welfare l^eague. in supplying information ulKUit 
the care of (he eyes at l»iith, the prevention of small-pox by va<*cination, 
and the necessity of going to tlie spe<’ial hc^spitals as soon as theii eyes 
are diseased, and not waiting until they are blind. 

Having now discussed the classes that constitute the beggar popula- 
tion, our next duty is to find out the pei*sons to supimrl these Wggai 
jM>pulati(»n, for they are very geiieiou-sly supported by the public, other- 
wise the leper and lutbyrism cases would not migiaie to (^dcutta if (bey 
<*ould not get more than a subsidence wage or its f<md e(|uivalent. The 
jH'ople who give the largest suppoit t<» this impulation, are the wealthy 
Indians, some give daily, others at certain festivals or cerenumies, c.//., 
ShnifPi, amongst them may be mentioned the Seal or Mullick family, 
when one visits this palai’e in Xorthern (^ab'utta one h«h*s a host of boggars 
outside the gates Wing given alms. If it was not for the genenjsity of 
thest* rich Indian gentlemen there would W very much more visible 
distress ainougst the category I have classified as the halt. Ihe food or 
money they get keeps them from starvation, and sometimes even enables 
them to throw off disease and again obtain wf»rk. The next generous 
donors are the worshippers at (he various temples when performing their 
various religious ceremonies. The small Maiwrari community of this 
city who daily give latge sums of money to alleviate the suffering alike 
of the indigent man or beast. 
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The Hiiiall Hho|i-kee|»ei‘ unfwtentutiou% gives daily and many times 
H day, a pice or a handful of ri<e, it is a veritable widow's mite but 
it keeps many of the worst cases alive. The clerk and the lalxiurer are 
also wdicited on their way to and from work eHi»ecially about pay day. 
The Euroj>eanH only see a fraction of this disti-ess, and for them are 
reserved the advanced lejier, the <‘otigenital deformities and the blind, 
case's that excite the greatest pity and consequently the greater charitable 
rwponse. The malformations of the body as the result or bii-tli or 
disease cause the greati'st rejrulsion in the minds of any women and 
rrnse(|uently these persons are able t<i live in conqiaratively affluent 
circiimstaiices, by exhibiting themselves. You will, therefore, see that 
iH'ggars are congivguted at jdaces in (’alcutta, where alms, are dis- 
tributed most freely, r/:., outside the houses of the wealthy Indian 
gentlemen in North (’aleutta, the various baxaars and Harrison Itoad, 
the great Marwari quadei. Along the loutes to the temples and burn- 
ing ghats. 

We now come to the practical jniddcm ol jneventiem. A" long as 
the city is rich and the piiblic aie geinqously dispostsl t(»wards these 
|HMiple, es]>eciiill\ if the charity is unevenly distril)ute<l, the more will 
ami a greater numlM'r ot Ix^ggais come trom outside districts, esj>ecially 
the l»ad cases of lepro'^y as tlM*\ are ijnpoited oi sclKsded by sirdais, 
nnniy (jf the Idind and <'on^(*nital d(dccts, and all the cases of lathvi'ism. 
TIm' pr(d>lem could 1 m' solved imme<liately if (me could persuade those 
who give alms t(j the piwir (these rich charitably disposfMl Indian 
g(*ntry to jaad their otlerings) and ^i\(* tlx* same ]»(»rtion t(( a cential 
organisation which wamld 1h* able to deal with tlndr moiM'v to a bettei’ 
advantage. 

Thus tlx* halt w(mld go to smais or alnm Innises, where the t(KMl or 
clothing could be* distributed to the indig(*nt persons by the help of 
tlM*s(' Indian g(’ntlem(*n who mm distributf* niomw or IcmkI at tiieir d(»ors. 
'I'he jieopb' who were reall\ ill and not starving ((Uild then Im' pei- 
suad(‘(] to go into hospitals for treatment instead ot dying in the streets 
or b<‘ing brought in a morbid condition to hospital. 1'he lame largely 
consist of men muttering from lathvrism, tliey could 1 h* given work at 
stoni'-breaking or taught some oceupatiim like basket -W(‘a \ ing, mat- 
making, etc., which do«'s not invtdve wailking alniut. 

I have Ihmmi in touch with (Ndonel Stanley Ewans of the Salvation 
Army; he has wonderful experience on tlds mutter and has given me 
details oi how the scheme works at Hombay and ColomlK): briefly, 
the |M>sition is: Alnuit eighteen months ago a scheme was laid 
Ix'fore the C’orjM>ration it suggested working on the lines that have 
lieen so succewfully carrifsl out by the Salvation Army in Colombo aud 
Bombay, .ytimtenance erpemes average cost per heed would be alxmt 
Ba. 14. would include the supervision, feeding and clothing of 
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vnr^nt*. Hffht and fuel but would not in.lude rent luul upkeep of 
baildiuK*: Uns is bnse.1 on a culeulation of not less lliun I(»(l inmates 
at a time. 


In (\>lfmibo the rnst of Vajrrant.s’ Home Imrne in equal parts hy 
the (VilomUi (Jovernment ami the (’olmnlHi Muiiieipalitv. 1 wimhi sjMM-i- 
ally call the attention of the llon'hle Maharaja of Nailia to the fart, 
tor I fear in his roplv he will inform the House that this is a matter 
for the Muiiieipalitv. liet me earnestly implore him not to try ami 
shelve the (|uestion in this manner, it is ui>r**nt. H is a hlot ami a 
slain uiMUi the (fovernmeiil to have let! this prohlem so Ioiik unsolvnl. 
The Government has only to will it t4» a4*e<uiiplish it. It is with you 
the iMkwci- lies ami I would ask ymi not to shirk >our resp<msihilily. 
Golonel Stanley Kwans has inspeeteil premises at Maniektollah Kttad 
which the ( orporation ha\e in their {>o.s.st‘ssioii ami which c(ml(l he 
altensl at a little cost for the purpose of a he^^^nirs’ camp ami with 
little exjH mliture it i^iuhl h»‘ imole a '^uitahle plme. 

T have been in coiisiiltiH ion with Majoi Af ton and the (’.on- 
missionei fd Ihdice win* lake <*onsideialde intiMest in this (|Uestion : 
Major Acton from a medic al point of view , and the ( ’ommissioner of 
Police from a desire to rid the city of these troublesome cmituie.s; ami 
hetwe<*n them they a^re<* that the followirij^ fi)^nin‘s are approxi- 
mately correct : (These. ti^»-uies an* hypothetical ) I have placed the 
followin^^ hyp(»theti<al li^rur«‘s betoie them and the\ think this is alNiut 
tile jiroportion ; 

Per cent. 

IT) M omen who have* lost the piotectmn of tlieir m«*n and have 
become debilitated throutrh disease such as consumption, 
asthma, malaria, <*t4-. 

Ti Maimed at birth. 

dO Lejinisy, 

15 I athrvism. 

10 Rlind. 

20 Heh\nous. 

5 Out of w'ork. 


To loathe and jiunish the victims of sewiety and never lift a hand 
to ermlieate the evils that have Iweii their ruin is unreasonable. If 
we want to ^et rid of evil we must remove the <-ause <if evil we must 
help these jaior victims. Scieme slmws us the cause of vice, 4 Time 
and sufferinjr and science teaches us we must attack the laiise. The 
ftrlory of iiianhoml and wdiriunhocMi is not to have something, hut to ^ 
somethinfT, i« not to g'et soiuethinf<^, hut to ^rive s<»iuethin^. ' ^ 
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The peatneg* of a nation doeg not lie in it« woafth and power but 
in the character of ,(g men and women-with grreafneeg in ite peiple 
all the regt will follow. We aro «t,ll carrjing on the lon« wavering 
war between darkness and the light-the never-ending struggle of 
defomuty. disease, crime, mental defiSciency. beggary; and the ^infu 
lever-ceasing effort of man to understand. It is no use looking for 
help « Heaven-we must look uppn earth. It is no use asking God 
to help us— we must help ourselves. Therefore let this House show 
Itself in earnest liy passing this resolution so that a start may Ig. made 
ut to (leal with this urjfeiit problem. 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: In rising to support the resolu- 
tion ..f my cstwmed friend, Mr. C-amplcll Forresteri cainot but 
admire hiin lor Li.s noble object. From what 1 have gathered fioni his 

“PPenrs that he lias the greatest svniDathv 
with the l^ggars of Itengal. The only thing that I tat .iS ,o 
;s the word nuisance „s used in the resolution moved by him 
Now, Sir. It appears from the Census licport of the vcar 1911 that the 
total number ol beggars in Calcutta was 4 , 391 ) and that in tlTr 

gone up and IS most ikely to go up by leaps and bounds, until some 
stejis are taken to alleviate their grievances 1 . . T 

i;. uie .year ,9.1 the Calcutta ;:-ag:::rii„l 
view to giving relief to lu-ggars, but I am cstreinely sorrv to fin 
that as yet nothing has been done in that direi tion. I also find that 
a lor the home of LMH) bojiTJ^aiK in ('alcutfn i 

..f .■»,,«« u, i, k.. • 

.rzt'" ,rr' ■ ,f~ 

ing from incurable diseases, that alms houses should bcTt brVt*^"^i 

glad to hnd that, under the new Calcutta Municinal Act nr ' • ^ 
has lM>en made for the establishment of hospitals and .l’ ^ 

and also for contribution to charitable institiitLis but T 
find thwt the (yimnifioii appear to have ne^flected'in the d^eh**^*^ 
the aaere<] dutien that have l)een AntrnwiAr) * 4 k r bnrR© of 

I admit, the Corporation have committed themselves to Wg^sh^*^' 
costing two crores of nipees with a view to imorove ♦»> ^ ‘^**®“®* 
filtered water in Calcutta. They shall have t »«l>ply of 

" Z:, ;z.“ "ssr 

tttia for the improvement of the ai-eas whirh Rs-as, 7i t ^ » 

n.y Si.,, k... .. 

to submit that some steps should be taken by^^e 
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IS^ernm«nt as as by the Corporation to give relief to those poor 
biH^gars. It appljl^ that the Municipality of Colombo has establish^} 
iiieh hospitals an! such industrial schools for the relief of befff^rs of 
that city and that Municipality is f^ood enough to contribute no less 
than 50 per cent, of the total cost, the (lovernroent coutrihutinf^ the 
remaining other half. I think. Sir, the ('alcutta Corporation would 
be good enough to contribute half and the Oovemmeiit would l>e 
please<l to contribute the other half. I may say here in passing that 
one of the sacred duties of the Hindus is contribution t<»wanls charities 
and as a matter of fact Hindu ladies give charities t(» l»eggars be 
they Hindus, MuhainnuolaTN or Christians without even imiuiring us 
to whether they deserve conijaission or not. Hut circumstances have 
materially alteriMl. The prices of fmsl-grnins ami other necessaries 
of life have abnormally gone up and therefore not withstanding the 
mandate of their Shastras, the Hindu ladies cannot now afford t«» give 
charity even to the imorest of the jaMU’. It may !>♦' said that rich 
Hindus are ex|>e<*ted to make substantial contribution towards the 
cost, hut taking into consuleration the heavy taxation of Heiigul, 
taking into consideration the heavy rates of incoims-lax and sn|>er-tax, 
they cannot l)e expec ted to make snhstantia) ccrntrihution towards the 
same. In .supporting the resolution, I l)eg to suggest that the hsal 
nninicipalities may he approached to make contrihution and the (lov- 
ernment of Bengal may als(> pleased to make a snhstantial c’ontribn- 
tion. I therefore, think, Sir, that in the cin nmstam'es Mr. f^impbell 
Forrester’s proposal may W accepted. 

Rti HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this 
resolution. Mr. (’aniphell Forrester leccun mends that a committt*c be 
a|){MMnted t(> inquire into and report on the desirability of taking legis- 
lative action in stopi)iiig wdiat he terms as the “ Ix'ggar nuisance.” 
” The l>eggar nuisome ” may he a term quite c*oiiipatihle with his ideas 
of social .service, but in the land of Swami Vivekunandu where the 
l>eggar is termed ” Duridra Narayan ”, such a thing is qciite unthink- 
able. Theji, Sir, Mr, (’umpl>ell Formster asks that a committee should 
be appointed committee which is ccuiHidered to l>e the panacea of 
all evils siH’ial or otherwise. He has forgotten however that a com- 
mittee was ap|H>inted. That committee incjuired into the pi-ohlem 
and suggested legislative ac tion, although not so drastic- us will prol»- 
ably suit my friend Mr, Forrester *.s ideas. 1 am simply reminding 
him of the Mendicancy Committee* which rejcorted in 1920. The 
Committee, however, did not think of stopping all forms of l»eggary. 
On the other hand it suggested that in stopping this alleged nuisance 
we should be careful of providing sufficient sofeguards and remedies. 
The committee opined that lieggars whether religious or otherwise 
should be allowed to awept alms near temples and bathing 
It also projiosed another safeguard, nr., that no interfen»i>ee^|pl^v 
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kind with houAe to houne solicitation for aims 8ngj(p be allowed. 
Then it prof>osed a piece of law to cope with this It was for 

the Government to brin/? forward a Bill but the G^|||jir^nment did not 
think it proper to do so probably l)ecause it woulffijwt be in a posi- 
tion to finance a w.heme of copinfj: with this bejfgSr'^ problem. The 
(committee suggested a scheme which would cost a non-recurrinp 
exi)enditure of Ks. 25,00,003 and a recurrinjr expenditure of more 
than Us, IJ lakhs every year. As the Government were not in a posi- 
tion to finance a scheme of this kind they did not move in this matter. 
But of course Mr. Forrester or his supjwrters are not prepared to 
ur^c anythinf^ a^^ainst Government. t)n the other hand they (‘riticised 
the ('alcuttu ( V)r[H>ration and other municipalities for not taking any 
step in this matter. Mr. Amulya Dhone Addy has said that the 
(Calcutta ( VirjMnation has not done its duty in this respect. He proh- 
uhly knows more alMUit the ('orporatioii than 1 do. But I think he 
goes too far when he contemplates that it is simply the duty of the 
('alcutia (■or[M»jation t^> provide against this alleged nuisance. 1'he 
M(‘ndicancv (\)inniitlee suggested that it. was the duty of the hxal 
Government us well as of the munii ipalities to cope with this alleged 
evil. Their recommendation was that the non-recurring and recurring 
costs of the po(U‘ law institutions should he home h\ Government and 
the (’ulcutta Corporation in fi.\ed projxution. Then, Sit, Mr. Addy 
has further said that the municipalities ha\e not made any rules t(» 
cope with this alleged evil. But there also the committee suggestetl 
that the rules shouhl he framed hy the local (iovernment. They said 
“the local Government may tlirect and irame rule^ pro\i«ling foi the 
cost of maintenance ol necessary institutions and such other things as 
supervisiiui, c(Uitrihution, <‘tc., in order that necessary arrangement 
cun ht* made to <’ope with this pi-ohh*ni.” So I think tlie siluatioii can- 
not Ih* improved hy simpl> denouncing the (\uporation uinl other 

municipalities. 

I cannot, therefore, understand what g(M)d and force there is in 
Mr. Camphell Forrester’s [xdnt in asking for the appointimuit td 
another committee <»n this mutter. A committee went into the matter 
thoroughly but the recommendations of that (‘ommittee (oulil not l>e 
given effect to pndmhly on account of financial difficulties. Then, Sir, 
in a country where there is no p(x»r law rate or old age pension such 
a proiMisition, n;., one to [lenalise begging, ought to lie unthinkable. 
Moreover, oriental culture ami trailition do not permit that jMuerty 
should 1 h» penal ise<l nor the oriental i>eople like that they should he 
coerced into giving alms as the Westerners prefer to W. 

BabU UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERilEE: The Indian TiCgislatures 
have no right to undertake legislaticin to stop beggary. They are 
beggtU'A themselves for |>cditi<‘al rights. They must first improve their 
»iid then think of doing away with the l>eggars who l»eg for 
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fpmi. The »»'<* suWivient institiiiioiiti to the 

Government of tlw, country. Thene iiiMtitutioiiM arc jarn'crless to s<»lve 
the moHt i>u**liug,pit)})lein of unemployment. 

The liCKisluittre is incomiM'tent to stanil in the way of iKilitical 
memlicants. It has no rijrht to vtoiol in the wa\^ of religious rnemli- 
cants who have the sanction of the reli^cioiis teachers l>ehin(l them. 
The invaliil iH*ople who have no other son?ee ot income have a rijrhl !»» 
take to meiitlicancy in a slave country. Then there remains the ftoirtli 
class who are ahlc-lKulied pwifile and yet lake to memli<am*v owiii^r 
to their [)erversity. I'he nuiiiher ot this ionith <dass is veiy small ami 
wo can well oveilwik thi.s louith class. Hesid<*s it is very diHiiult to 
distin^ursli thi.s fourth class tn»m the < lnss of the relififious mendicants. 
So this re.s<diition is nncalle<l for ami (lovernmeiil must think manv 
times hetore jrivinji* etfect to it if it is passed. Theie are numeioiis 
social evils, namely, the dowry system, the use ot foiei^ni itroods, the 
st\le of lixinjr in the Kuropeaii tashioii l>\ the natives, ♦•tc., etc., 
which demand immediate attention td tlo' couiiti\ nnd which are 
i nininj; the Indians. 1 1 \\(* (’an t<derafe (Io'm* evils, we can well t<der. 
ate lh»‘ mendicancy i*l llic aldc*lM»dicd |M‘oplc In thi" Nieu. I nppo'C 
this resolution. 

The Hofi*ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: 1 wish at the outset to state that tiovernment have every 
.s\mj>alhs with Mr. ( am|)l>cll I'oricstei's desiie to have m(*asur<*H taki*n 
to (h‘al with the pioldmn in (\ihiitta. Halm Kishori Midmn 

Chaudhuri moved in tin* Hcii^mI Lejifislutivc ('onncil in 1!)1H a resoln- 
lion almost identical with the om* now hefore us, ex<ept that In* laid 
no particular stress on the imp<»rtance of the problem in t'ali uttn its(df. 
llis n*.solutioii was \\ithdia\iri on an iiHsuiaiice ^iven by (bfvernment 
ili.tt a pM'liaiiiiai \ iiojUiiv \\<mld b«* iiuolc to obtain moic dclinilc 
data as to whether protcssionul mendicancy wa.s asMumin^r scriotis 
j)ropoilioiis and as to the best meuns of j^rappliiijr with the problem. 
Ill February, IttLM), the (lovcinment i.ssued a residution stating the 
facts briefly «o far as they bad then been ascertaimsl ami appointed a 
(ommil tec over whii h Sir Alfred Phkfoid presided. In their resedu- 
tion (fovernment aci eptcil the ^rencral trend of opinion that in mufassal 
miiiiicipaiities meiidicamy had not yet attained such dimensions as to 
justify any special measuies but that .some action was certainly reipiired 
in ralcutta. 

Sir Alfred Piekford’s f’ommittee arrived at tho comduHion that 
“ piofessioiial mendicancy exists to a dej^ree which demands serious 
attention both in the interests of public health and the cons«*rvation 
of the amenities of the l ity Hie j^eiiernl opinion of the public* Isidies 
and individuals consulted by tho (\»minittee was that the evil had 
recently increased, and this opinion was corroborated by the census 
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figures of March, 1921, which showed that the nimher of beggars 
then enumerated in Calcutta was 8,828 (males 8,408 and females 
5,420). The Committee pointed out that the situation was aggravated 
by the inadequacy of the existing provisions of the law relating to 
mendicancy as the maximum penalty on able-bodied beggars was one 
iiionih's bard labour in OaJeutta, and a fine of Rs. 50, or, in default, 
simple imprisonment for two months in the suburbs, while the 
maximum |>eriod of detention in a Refuge, if one existed, was limited 
to the ptuiod of the senteme. Detention for a short period, such as 
this, is too short to serve any useful puris)8e in the case of the maimed, 
Ihe hah, and the blind; nor is it <>rdinarily pos.sible within this period 
to cure the curable, to tea<*h any trade or even materially to*alleviate 
distress. The ('ommittee wa.s convinced that the defect at present 
was the absence (d any suitable institutions to which beggars, who are 
not uble-lM)died, might be sent for treatment. 

In the result, the (Committee made proposals based on the nctiou 
which would be taken in Bombay and Ceylon for establishing the 
lollowing institutions, viz,: — 

(/) a deceiving Centre and ('asual Ward \vhi(‘li was t<» be a kind 
of clearing bouse for .sorting out and classifying beggars; 

rj*) ho^j^ilaU where the hall and the iiiaiined and the diseased 
might he treated in curable and incurable wards; 

(•)} ail Alms House for those who are too old to work but are not 
sutVering from serious disease; 

(4) an Industrial iiotue combined with an Unemployment Bureau; 
and 

{/i) an Industrial S< hool for dealing with the child nuMlicant, 

(loverninent were of opinion that it was unnecessary to take action 
at once on the whole of the <‘omprehensive recommendations made by 
the Committee but that there wa.s much to be said for establivshing a 
hospital or infirmary — with <urable and incurable wards — for sick, 
diseased and infirm, vagrants, who after all have the greatest claim on 
the sympathy of the State or of bsal bmlies. There is evidence to 
show that the usefulness of the Calcutta hospitals has to some extent 
been impaire<l by the fact that a considerable number of their beds are 
peniianently occupitnl by unfortunates of this type who should more 
piojieily lie accoinniodated in a refuge or infiniiar>’ f(»r vagrants, while 
there cun Ix' no doubt that the pre.sence of a swarm of diseased beggars 
in our markets and streets cimstitiites a serious menace to the public 
health, (loverniiieut, hc^wever, were of opinion that in respect of the 
vagrants in the city of Calcutta the responsibility rested with the 
('alcutta Corporation; and in July, 1928, invited iht attention of the 
Corporation to the problem and asked them to accept the foundation 
and maintenance of an infirmary of the kind 1 have just described as a 
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Ilsgitiinate charge of municipal funds. So far aa GoTemmeiit are con- 
aaraed, the case rests at that stajfe, but I understand that the Calcutta 
Corporation has alreadj^ appointed a. Committee to investijrate the 
question and that their report may shortly be expecdcd. 1 under- 
stand that the Committee <lis<iissed the matter with the local Tfiri- 
tonal Commander of the Salvation Anny at their lust me«dinff o»i the 
10th February, 192(1. They have <‘oiiie to no de<*ision as yet. The 
Sub-Committee have inspected No. 110, Manicktula Main Koad. and 
consider that it may suit the purp<»se. This i.s how' the matter stands 
at present with the Corporation. I can only state that Government 
will be preparwl to jfive their most careful attention to any pro|)osals 
which the C^ilcutta Corporation may make to deal with this problem 
but, in the circumstances I have stated. I think, it will be a^^reed that 
the appointment of a (Vmmiittee as proposed by Mr. (’amplsdl 
Forrester w’ould hardly serve any useful purpow at this stajre. I 
may mention that the Salvation Army have indi(‘ated their willin/ifmvis 
to assist in dealing with the prohlem and 1 understand that they have 
already undertaken mo.st <lev<»teil and valuable work on these lines in 
Bombay, where the institutions placed in tlu*ir charge are siipported 
hy voluntary sul>scri|»tions. I think there can be little doubt tliat 
this problem can be best dealt with through stune su< h a^fcncv us the 
Salvation Army, alth<my'li funds must come from other sources. As 
the problem is. in the iipinioti of (roveriiment, one with which the 
('or|s»ration is finally c(incerne<l, I think this Council will a^^ree that 
it i.s advi.sahle to await the rejxjrt of the ('ommittee I have already 
referred! to, before any further action is taken. With this ussurume 
I Ii4>pe the lu»!i'bb‘ mover will >ee lli^ v\a\ to witlidruw liis jia>ti(»ii, 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, the llon’ble Member who 
lias just sat down has refened to the (’omiiiittee which sat in 1922. 
J urn unite aware that that Committee went into the i(ue.^tion very 
e.xhuustively Iml it did not put forward any prailical .Holulioii of the 
prohlem. I fear that that Committee was not appointed in the way 
that J dewire to have it appointed. My desire was to h;»ve memlaus 
of the Salvation Army and various other people who take inler«‘t<t 
in this matter tojfether with ehuritahly dispo.sed (feiillemen who are 
inclined to take part in the ilelilKMations of the (’ommitt«*c. It is a 
((uewtion of orymiiiHatiori, but the Committee which sal in l!t22 put 
forward no practical scheme. If some suc h (Vimmittce as J desire could 
be appointed, I think they will Im* able to put forward soiiio sort of 
pra<tical scbeiiie and the mdution of thi.s difficult problem woiibl lie 
found in a foHnijfht’s time. For the present so far as I can see the 
jiolicy in regard to this mutter is one of muddling through. This 
“ muddling through ” process is surely not a giXMl one when we are 
dealing with a serious question like this. If this (kimmittee lie formed 
in the way I suggest, I am sure (he remedy could lie brought alxiut by 
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the fomhined eff<»rt of thf* Salvation Army and other charitably dis- 
IK)«cd person#*. I do not wish to press the matter and if tlio Government 
^^ives an assurance that it will carefully consider the report of the 
(’oinniiitee aj>pointed hy the Galcutta Cor[K»ration, I will withdraw 
my resolution. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 ask the hon’hle mover whe- 
ther his motion inchnles nrahmins who are prcdessional and hereditary 
inendif'ants 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. ('aiiiphell Forrester, there cannot he any 
conditional withdrawal. I think you should eitlier witlnlr^iw it or 
it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: In the ( ircumstances 1 to with- 
diaw it. 

Th** motion was tlM*n, })y leave ot the (’onmJl, witlidrawn. 

Adjournment. 

Tlie Founcil was then adjfnirned till ‘I i».M., on We<lnesday, the 
t?tth Ftdnnai v, at the Town Hall, (’ah utta, 
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N^ oei di ngi of tlie taigal L«gisl«tivt Cwmeil aiMnibItil un^ th% 
provisMHis of the Govornmefit of Indio Act. 

'I’hk ( ouiK il mol ill llio (‘(Him II (’hamlNM' in tlio Town Hall, (’ali ulla, 
on Wednesday, (he LMth Fehiuarv. at d r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ldo the PiosidonI (KrM\n Sum Simhii miknu \i( H\\) in 
the (’hair, (ho tom Hon’ldo M('mhoi> ol the IvMNutivt* ('(oim il and Idd 
iioininaled and eh‘i‘1(M] inenihois. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (ienllc •men nl (he ('ouneil, with lofeioneo lo (ho 
incidi'iil on riiuisday lasl. I imliei* thal a Hlalpmont Iuin la'en jiroiii^ 

round a eoilain seel ion of the pies" thal pio'^sim* has heen pnl up (Ui 

me h> outside aulhoiil\ eilliei to lake a Kortain line of .o lion oi lefiain 
fi(»m d(^in}; it. (lentlomon. iiothln/Lr eaii he fiiilhei from the truth. 

As the e]e( ted President (d Ihe llenoal Le^n’slative (‘ouipil it is my 

dut\ to state at onee that I reioonise no ma.ster (*xe»‘pl Ihe Jteni^al 
he;»'i.slative ('ouneil, and I deelan* that in inalttus eom*ernin^^ the 
dij;nit\ and liononr ol the Chaii, as akso (d the lloiise, no (me can 
iiiteifeie with m\ a<tion save and except tin* ffoUNe itself. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Recovery of arrears of rent by summery procedure. 

axvi. Babu SATYA KISHORE BANERdEE: (/) Will the 
Hon’hh* Meniher in (haijre of the Defuii tiiieiit of Ileveimo (hand 
lU'venue) he pleased to stat< — 

(/) how man\ ajiplications ha\e heen received umh-i section |.'»HA 
of the llen^'-al Tenancy Act; and 

(n) from winiin lhe\ have hf*eii received; since the insertion of 
that new section hy the Amending; Acts of 1907 and IJiOM? 

(h) How many applications have been g'raiited)' 

<r) To whom have they been ^ 

{(I) What are the reawjii.s fur rejeetiiijf (he other applicalioubi' 
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MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (Dio HoffMo Mohoriio KalMuiiioii DhaiNNa Roy BakMlur, 
of NaiNa): (a) (i) Thirty-one. 

(//) Gtjvprumeiit are not prepared to give the names. 

(h) Seven. 

(r) A Htatenient if^ilaid on the table. 

(r/) The member is referred to the reply to uriKtarred question No. 90 
at the August sehsioii of 1925 by Muulvi Alwhil Quuder. 

State mcnt referred to m the reply to ehnme tr) of atarred quei^tion 
i\o. AA17 »hotrivy the proprietors to tehom permission for recovery of 
arrears of rent hy summary procedure under section JdSA of the Benyal 
Tenancy Atf hare fteen yranted. 

1, Nuwab Ilahadui of Murshidabad. 

2. Mathurapur Zamiiiduii (’ompany, Limited. 

'{ Itaja Satipra.sad* (iaii|j;a llahadui and (‘n>.shaiers of Mahisliadal. 

4. llon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Lhamha Jtay Bahadur, of Nadia. 

5. Birnagai Municipality in Nadia. 

(i. Nawab Hstate, Dacca. 

7. Four jiniias share of the Bhowal Estate in Dacca. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: With reference to answer ((/) (ii) 
will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state why (Government are not 
prejuirtHl to give the names? 

Tho Hon’We Mahorola KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: (Government do not consider it desirable to giv(^ the names. 


Survey of inland steamers. 

*LXVII. Mauivi A. K. FAZL>UL HUQ: {o) Will the Hou'ble 
Mcnibi'i in cliaip.c ot the Marine Department l>e ))leused to state 
uheth<*r the mail and pusNongei turning steamers l>elonging to the 
India (Jeneral Navigation and Kiveis Steam Navigation Companies 
are surveyed every year as retpiired by section 11 {a) of Act I of 1917, 
ill Calcutta? If not, why not? 

[h) If the survey has lieeii made on any o(‘4'a.sion or otrasions at 
any |Kirt other than Calcutta, will the (iovernment be pleased to state 
the reasons for having the suiwey ma<le outsit!^ Calcutta? 

(c) Will the HoiCble Member be pleased to state when and where 
the last survey of these steamers was made? 



sue.] QrEvSTioNS. m 

r Is it a fact that nonie steamers were rejected by the Calcutta 
$1llweyor? 

(e) If 80 — 

(i) how many steamer> were thus rejwtefl ; and 
(ti) what were the names nf the rejected steamers ^ 

(/) Was the Chitta^oiiff Surveyor eiiprajred io survey any steamers 
ill BarisaJ after tliey had lieen |•ej«•te<^ by the ('ahutta Surveyors}^ 

('//) If the answer to (/) is in the atfirmative. will the Hon’lile Mem- 
l)er be pleased to state the reason's for the pna'inhire adopted y 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi'blf 
Mr. J. Donald): («) They are surveyed every year by a (Government 
Surveyor, but not always in (’alcutta. 

ill) For risisons* (d a4lininistrati\e coineiiience and in oi’der to avoid 
an unnecessary dislocation of sti'amer services. 

(V) The prejjnration of a statiMiient jrivinjr the information ask«*d 
for would entail consi<lcrahle* labour incommensiiiale with i»s value. 

(d) and (r) Applications lor cerldiiates of suney were witlnlrawn 
hy the owners in five cases du ascertainin;; the amount repairs UMpiired 
in order to keep the v<'ss(‘K suitahb* foi- pas^en^■<‘r senice. The nanu’s 
of the vess<‘ls were — Akhur, Itoinhnif^ and (TVoo/zc. 

(f) No. 

iff) DtK's not arise. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: With icjj^ard to the answer ti> snb- 
clanse (r) will the Ifoii’hle Member Ik* pleaseil to slate whether any 
attempt has Wen made to prepare a statement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: I do not think so 
Motor trefflc in mufasoal. 

^LXVIII. Bahu JOGENDRA NATH MITRA: <o) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in diaiyre of the Department «d T/oi al Sclf-Hovernnient 
1 m* jdciised to slate whether it is a fact that owiiijr t4» an abnormal increase 
of moior traffic in miifassal the n»ads in charge of the District Hoards 
and municipalities are fast deteriorating: and that there is no pi'fi vision 
in the law for im|K>sition of any rate on the owners <»r iK-cupiers fd 
the cars as in the ca.se of i-arts and ciirriii4fesy 

ih) Do Government proiwise that owners nf motor curs should Ik* 
made liable to a tax for contributinjir a reasonable amount for the 
repairs of the roails? 

(c) What »tej>s, if any, w contemplated by tha GoTernment for 
the imposition of such a tax? 
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MEMBER in Miarge af DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF^OV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’Me Maheraja Kshaiinieh Chamlra Ray Bahadur, 
ef Nadia): (a) Govennuent have received complaints from District 
lloaidM and niuiiiripaliticM about deUTioi-ation of their roads caused by 
incrcasiii^^ motor irafH<*. Under the existing law local bodies cannot 
tax the owners of motoj vehicle. 

(h) Yes. 

(<•) (biverniueiit jiroposo to iiilKKluce a Bill shortly in the Jjegisla- 
live (’(mncil which will empower District Boards and municipalities 
to tax motor vehicles kept within their jurisdi< tion. 


Babu dOGENDRA NATH MITRA: Will the Honlde Member l^e 
})leaHed to state by what time the Bill is ex|)e(‘ted to be introduced? 


The Hofi’Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
af Nadia: It is very difficult for us tt> say at the present moment un- 
1(>SH certain preliminaries are gone into. 


Reduction of train service on the Bantipur-Krishnagar Railway. 

aXIX. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: < /) Will the Hon’ble MernlMU’ 
ill charge ol' the Department ot I'ublii Works (Kailways) be jdeiused 
(o state what are (lie reaMins which led to the rechielioii from the 
1st Decemher, 1925, of the train ser\ ice from six to two per day in 
the Santipur-Krislinagar Bailway ( narrow -gaiigiO branch of the Eastern 
Bengal Bail way? 

{h) Is the Hoirhle .Mcmbei awaic ol the incouvmneiicc of the travel- 
ling puhlir owing to tliis retluclion of train servict^? 

ir) If so, what action, li an\ , aie the (iovernment coiitemplaling 
taking in the matter ? 

(tl) VV’ill the Ilon’ble Mmnhei b(‘ ple.ised to state the average' num- 
ber oi passengers who have tia\ellcd by each ot the tinins of the alnive 
Eight Baiiway before and after the aforesaid reduction of train service 
from the 1st DecemWi’, 1925? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Memln'r he pleased to state why six trains 
with nine or ten carnages eiwdi to contain al>out 24 passeiigei's were 
originally providwl prior to the l.st Dwemlier, 1925? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORM 
[RAILWAYB] (the Hen’hle Mr. d. Donald): (a) Dearth of 
passengers. 
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(6) The incoiivenieiue can (inly W to very few as will apjiear from 
ltl^4ei)|e]it of traffic given in reply to (d) l>eIow. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The average number of pav-enger travelling per train is as 
follows : — 


January to June, 192r) . . 19 

July to SefJemlMM-, ... KJ 

October, 1920 ... 12 


Figures from the l'<t ])e»‘embor are not yet available. 

(e) This provision was made in ordei to meet the anticipated traffic. 


Howrah gang case. 

«LXX. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: {a) lias the attention ol 
the Hon’ble Membei- in diarjjsc of the INdice Department Immmi drawn 
to the result of the Ilowiali *^aiig case which terminated on the 23rd 
of January, 1929!^ 

{h) Will the Hon’ble .NDonia'i be pleased to state whethei the 
(iovernment have come to aii\ <oiiclusiim alsml the conduct of the 
[lolice in the inaftei of se( urin^ an approve*!* in the case)’' 

(c) Will the H ofi'hle Memhei be pleased to state wbat action is 
j»rojH)se(l to be taken on the fimlings of the Utnirt in tlie ac<(uittu1 of 
the accused in the above cji.se 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’IHo Sir 
Hugh Stephenson): lo) jmd (r) A copy of the judgment h»»H l)een 
called foi but has not \cl been l(•^•ei\e(l by (lovernmeiif . 

{h) No. 


Plying of motor buses in CaloutU. 

•LXXI. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the iNrlice Department he pleased to state whethei 
sanction has been given for the plying in Uaicntta of motor buHes with 
solid tyres. . 

(6) If so, will the Hoiride. .Menilw*! Ih‘ pleawd to state the names 
of the comi>anies to wliorn su<h samtion has been given 

Tbo Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: in) Yes. 

(b) (i) Calcutta Tramways Co. 

^u) Walford Transpirt, Ltd. 
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(in) The Orieutal Traiisiiort, Lid. 

(iv) The Kurriu aiid ijfealdah Motor Service (A. A. Subhuu). 

(v) The Ueliahle Motor Service (A. K. Moudol). 

(i;/) (Jardeii Keacth Motor TraoKport (MeasrH. T. Mirza & S. Jah). 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: With reference to answer (h) 
(iv) (v) and (rz), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what the 
iiameH in the brackets si^-nify? 

The Hofi’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: These names are as 
f^iven to me by the CominiHsioner of Police, and I think they signify 
the imnieH of the proprietors of the Companies. 


Gangs of swindlors infasting tha Northarn Division of Caloutta. 

aXXII. Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: \n) Is the Hon ble 

MchiIkm' in charge (d the Police Department aware that tliere are 
nuniei(»ns places in the Northern Division ot the town which are 
infested by gangs of cheats and extort ioneis who deco\ peojde to these 
places on promise cd doing business with them, persuade them to play 
a fraudulent g-ame with !>ea<Is known as “ Chinese magit* ” or Klachi 
game ” and then, on the plea that they have lost the game, rob them 
of their moneys 

(h) Is the Hon’ble MemlM*r aware tliat even respectable and educated 
im*n have been victimised by these gangs> 

(c) Will the Ihui’ble MemWr l>e please<l to state what steps, if any. 
have been taken to stump out the evil!^ 

Tho Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Ot) and (h) Yes. Gov. 
ernnuMit are aware of the existence ot several gangs (d such swindlers. 

<r) Individual cases are investigated as tlun are reported but great 
difticulty has been experienced in pnjsecuting these cases in Court partly 
la'cause it is not always possible to bring tliem within the four corners of 
the law and juirtly because the victims often sh(*w a disinclination to 
pursue the charge. A conviction has, Inovever, been re<*ently tddaiiied 
in (»ne case against which an appeal is pending in the High Cenirt. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Will the> Hon'hle MemWr l>e 
pleaHiHl in aiate whether they can deal with some of these gangs under 
the Gooudas Act? 

Tilt HoiPbIt Sir HUGH BTEPHENBON: No, the Act cannot deal 
wdth gangs, btit we can possibly deal with individuals in these gangs 
under the Oooiidas Act. 
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AsiisUiit Jailort. 

t 

axxiiu Miulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: Will tli«^ Him ble 

MeiuWr iii charge of tho Depailmeut of Hcveiiue (Jails) lie pleased io 
Htate whether he has ie<eived memorials from the Assistant Jailors)* 

{b) Is it a fact that the present M'henie has Ikeiiefited only a few 
of the staff as stated in paragraph a of the printetl memoriai of the 
Assistant Jailors P 

((‘) Is it a fact that many oHieeis interior in necessary i|Uuliticationt' 
have been made Dejnily Jailors)* 

{(f) Ijj it a fact that senior Assistant Jiiilois have been maile clerksf 

(t^) Is it a fact that the selt*c(ion was not made in accordance with 
the (fovernment Orders? 

(/) Has the attention of the Hon’hle Mem!H*r lieen drawn to para* 
uraphs 3, 4, o and (5 of the printed memorial submitted by the Assist- 
ant Tailors? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE |«IAIL8| 
(the Hon*ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): (//) Yes. 

i(f) No, but some lunc lieen benefited more than others. 

(('), (f) and (f) 1'lie memorials aie undei consideration. 

id) Two Assistant Jailors ha\e been maile head cliuks. 

MMlIvi KADER BAKSH: No aiiMwer haa been given to i|Ue«tion 
(c), “ Is it a fact that many officers inferior in ne<eHsary (jualifienfiona 
have Ihhoi made Deputy Jailors 

The HofVMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: This, I iindeit^tniid is an 
allegation in the memorials under consideration. 


Allegations against the President of the Tulasar Union Board. 

aXXIV. Babu SUDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (o) Will the 

Hon’ble Memliei in diurge of the Department of liocal SeIMio^ ei nnient 
Ik* pleaseil to .state — 

(f) whether for some time there was luinour that the President 
of a cel tain Pnion Hoard in Subdivision Madaripur, District 
Faridpur, had misappropriuted a large amount of the HoanpH 
money ; 

{it) whether on the matter being brought to the iioti<*e of the Suh- 
divisioiml Officer of Madaripur he callfnl for a icfioit from 
two teaciiera of the local High Kiiglish Schtml; and 

20a 
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(Hi) whether the two geutlemeu mde a report sup{>orting the 
rumour and recommending a fuller inquiry? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon^ble 
Member l>e pleased fo slate whether such an inquiry has been made 
or commenced? 

(c) If 80 , what is the re.Mult td the inquiry? 

{(]) If the answer to (h) is in tin* iicgiilne, will (lo^ernmenl lit* 
pleased to «tate its reasons for not liolding this further iiujuiry? 

The Hon’ble Maharaji K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia: (n) to (d) T he niemher is lelened to the answer given to 
the (luestion asked on the same subject by Habu Hejoy Krishna Bose. 


Excise tax on date trees. 

*LXXV. Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: (./) Will the Hon Me 

Mcnih(*r in cliurge of the Departiiieiil .\gi icultinc and Imhistrics 
Ik* pleased to stale in what distii«‘ts the iniposil ion of (‘xcise tax upon 
the dale tie(*.s is sanetiom*<l? 

(//) What is tile iiK'oim* denved tioin tins souice in I'acli of surh 
districts ? 

(r) Is the Hon’hle Menili(*r awaie, that the pctiple oliject to this 
Hort of taxation for some disfiicts onl\ ? 

(fj) Is tlie flon’hle Meinla*! awaie. Ilmt tin* ohjcction is on the 
ground that its effect is a lesser outturn of treacle? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’bto Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dlMiri, Khan Bahadur): {a) In the Sadar and Serampore Subdivisions 
of Hooghly district, and the Mhoh* cd Howrah district, except the 
IHU’tion <d the latter inclndeil in the ('ah ntta district. 

{h) I'he income from tree tax in the almve areas for the past three 
yeui'H has been as follow.-.; — 


Yottf. 

tlofiglily. 

llowiah. 

1922-2;l 


50,808 

102;h21 

18,2ft2 

5(i.(t57 

H124.25 

40.415 

(it), 21 7 

(c) and (f1) No. 




Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state why certain districts only have been selected for this 
tax? 
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t Tte Hon'Md Nawib BahMlur 8AIYID NAWAi ALi CHAU* 
jlilURIi Khan Bahadur: It in as an experiment. 

Bahu BORODA PR08AD DEY: \Viil the (inveritment la* pleastnl 
to inquire 

Mr« PREBIOENT: That is a loquest for action, and not for 
information, UorcKla Hahn. 


Covernment policy in the matter of grant for rural wator-tupply. 

# 

*LXXVI. Bahu BORODA PR08AD DEY: (o) Will the lion hie 

Afeinhor in chai^^e (jf Uu' Depai tmenl ol Local Self-tioveoninent he 
jjleased to stale wIk'IIkm’ Iheie h.is lu'i'ii an\ < haii^^e of jadiev in tin* 
Governinenl ;jfrunl lo? Hnal \\ alei -siipph in the pit'MOil yt'ur h\ takinj^ 
lip schemes of .sueli woik dii<'cll\. ihmuj^h the (ft»vt‘ninn*nl otlieials, 
and not thron<^:li (he Disirirl ihumls: 

(h) If so, what aie the l•Ms(>n^ ho sio li a <han^c‘!' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUHISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: (</) and (/>) The tioxemiuenf poln v is deMrt‘ilM*d in (iovern- 
ment Ordei No. Hlo-OM T I* II . dated tin* 11 th .Ma\ , l!)*jr), a «-opy of 
whi» h ih laid on the lahic. 


(ItlVFdfNMLNT (IF ItF.NdAL. 

LOCAL SKLF OO N’EUN M KNT 1 >KPA KTM KNT. 

I'l Iti.K liKVI/ili. 

Aox. T .—-J* .ff . , hnrjrrinuf, ffir tith JZ/'y//, from 

S. ir. (roo(h\ Ks<i., !.(' s . Sn'toforif to thv dovn umeot of Jhotfo}, 
to nil donnnissionirs of Jhnsn/ns. 

T utn dir<S‘led to ndcr lo niy cin iilar lelho* No'^. IML, dated 

the I5th July, on the suhjec I (»f the iiii(»Hoemenl of water- 

supply in ruin) Jirea^. Government have earefully examined the whole 
question in the Ii<rht oi the replic'. to that eireular and have eoine to 
the eonelusion that while the j)rohlem can «ailv la* solved )>y hw'al 
iMxlies, it is legitimate and desirnhle that Government should assist 
localitie.s in supplyin^^ their nei*d>^, A provision of Hs. 2J lakhs has 
accordingly lieen made in the budget for the cument year t4» enable 
grania to be giwn in aid of definite ‘*eheiiies for the improvement of 
lural water-supply, and if satisfiutoiy n^sulls can be achieved in this 
way, it is hopetl that it will be possible to repeat the grant in the four 
succee<ling years if the finam ial iweiticMi permits. 
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2. Th« ifrant for <hi» year 
follows : — 

PreNiHenry Divisioii 
Ilur'dwaii Division 
Itajshahi Division 
Dami Division 
Cliitfa^inp: Division 


1925-26 has been distributed as 
Us. 

... 75,000 
. 75, (HK) 

... 50,000 
.. 30,0(K) 

... 20, (KX) 


Orders are beinj^ issued ]darin^ the allotment for your division at 
yotir disposal, and I am now to convey the instructions of Govern- 
ment us to the principles to he observed by you in allo<*atinjf it to 
individual districts and to individual schemes. 

3. In the first place, I am to say that in allocating the grants 
the guiding principle should he to .secure that the money will la* spent 
usefully in IcM-alities where the need for improved water-supply is 
leally urgent, and suhje<‘t to the observance of this condition Govern- 
ment jnopose to leave you a fairly free hand in the matter. It is most 
desirable to avoid the mistakes which were made in ccmnection with 
the distribution of previous grants of this character, when insistence 
(ill rigid conditions produced a mass of coirespomlence and paper jim- 
gramini’s, but very little addition to the water-, su[)ply ot the Province. 
While it i.s of course most desirable that District Boards should be 
consulted in regard to the distribution of the grants, they should, as 
as already stated, W albaattMl to definite .schemes and not in the form 
of lump grants to the Hmirds. It will be for the distiict officer, in 
consultation with the Board and with his Subdi visional Otticers and 
(/ircle Otficers, to select the most urgent .'ichemes and to recommend 
them to you in order of urgency as suitable for a grunt. Experience 
sliows that, on the whole. Union Boards are tlie l)est agency for cuirying 
out small lo('ul scheim^s for the improvement of rural water-supply, 
and Government desire that the bulk of the giants should l>e distributed 
to Union Boards in the districts where they exist. On the other hand, 
arwis in which no Union Boaide exist should not Im‘ absolutely debaned 
from the Wnefits of a grant, and in such areus there is no objection to 
a grant l>eing given to any suitable bMul ugtmcv, such as a cooperative 
society, an anti-malarial society, or even a gioup of private individuals, 
pn>vided that you and the District Officer are satisfied that the need 
for improved water-supply is really urgent and that the agency 
selnded (*aii l>e relied UfKMi to s|>end the gi'ant to advantage. 

4. As a g«Mieral rule, it may lie laid down that tlio actual need 
of a i>arti(’ular village for iuipitived water-supply will be shown by its 
willingness to contribute part of the cost, and ordinarily the Union 
Hoard or other Imal agency applying for a grant should be reejuired 



PMl QtTESTlONS. 

to coatribute at lewt one-third of the total rost of the work. On the 
other hand, rijfid insistence on this condition miftht result in nothiiiK 
boiiig done in the noon*st luid most jiecessilous ttmis, and you are 
therefore authorise,! to waive it in individual cases if you Ihiuk this 
course advisable. As Mween rnion Ihairds with e,,U8l' needs. refer- 
ence should l)e (riven to those Hoards whi<h have alr.snly ’iinjH.se(l 
taxation umler section .‘IT th) of tl.e Village .^elf-tiovernmenl Act oi 
are prepared to do so. 

5. E\ery endeavour should la* mude lo sfS'ure the iiuaiu'ial <*o-opera* 
tioii of the Distrirt Hoard in (|je sehemes suhsidised hy (htveriiiiienl 
and rare must of (‘ourse 1 h* taken to prevent overlap]>ing. It is 
obviously desiraUle that (lo\ernmenl. the Di.stih t Hoard and the local 
authoiities sliould cf>-operate in the early exetaition of particular 
schemes rather than flissipate their enei-jries over a lar^e nunila*r of 
different schemes. It is hopetl, theretoie. that District Hoards will In* 
willing to contribute a generous share ot the fuiols they have available 
for water-supply to the .si hemes selected lor grants^ on the present 
oc’ca.sion . 

fi. As to the objects on which the grants should U* spent, it is 
clear that local conditions van ciiorniously. In some anxis money will 
l)c* more piofiiahly sjient on i’i*-exca\ating udd tanks timn on digging nc‘w 
ones. In other areas welK are fd moie importance than tanks, and 
in some places it wdiilfl pndiahly he worth while to «‘xpi*riment with 
tube wells, (covernnient accordingly pid|M)se to leave yon a free hand 
in the selwtion ot the schemes to wliich giants should he allocated, 
subject on]\ to the ((mdition that the expenditure oi the gninl is 
likely to lead to a genuine impreoement in the local water-supply. 

7. As to the actual dishursemeiit of thc^ giant.s, you may give 
District Officers sucli iiistructifuis as you may think nc»(*essaty. Where 
a IcK’al contrilnition is i’e<|uired it shc»iild ordinarily he* spent lH*f<»re 
any jairt of the Oovcirnment grant is flishiirsecl, and a portion id the 
grant should l»e kej>( in hand till the work is certified to have lH*en 
satisfacdorily completed. It is not necc‘Hsarv ti* insist on elalioratc* 
iiieasurvments Ireirig made by the uirlhority granting the certificate. 
The grant may In* disbursed from time to time by the District Offic*cT 
subject to your c*ontn»I, if ho is *«ilisfieil on the certificate of a respon- 
sible oflic*er, either of the clistric t stuff lu* of the District Hoard 
engineering staff, that the work lias made sufficient prccgivss or has 
Ireen satisfactorily c‘omple(ed. 

K. It is desirable that the allcMatiou cd grants should Ire made us 
soon a» possible in order that work on the .Hchenies selec ted for grants 
may be started as soon as the working season begins. Ycm should 
therefore call upon District rMficers to consider at once, in consulta- 
tion with District Boards, what schemes should be rec!Oin mended for 







l^ants durin)( tha current year. It would probiAly save- time and 
nwrenpondence, if Wfore inakinfr recommendations, BQlirict Officers 
convened an informal conference, or formed a loc-al committee, con- 
sistiujir ^>f (Chairman and some or all of the memlyers of the Dis- 
trict Board, the Suhdivisional and Circle Officers and any others are 
likely ti> l>e able to jrive useful advice. It is Mieved that in most 
districts, j)rofi7'ammes of a sore already exist, and the most urgent 
schemes are probably well known io the lfH*al authorities, so it should 
not be difficult to secure a considerable nieasure of local unanimity in 
regard to the schemes to Ive j)ut at the head of the list. 

9. It should he understood that these instructions apply only to 
the distribution of the cuiTfiit year’s grant, and that Government 
reserve the riglit to modify or supjdeinent them in their application to 
the distribution of grants in future yeaiM. It is, however, hoped 
that with the cordial co-ojieratioii ot all eoncerncd, they will produce, 
within the next twelve inontlis, a substantial im[ut>vement in the 
water-supply of the areas to which the giants are allocated. I am to 
ask that a report iua> he sulunittcd to Goveniment hy the Kt Deeemlier 
on the progress made in the allocation of the grants and mi any difficulties 
that may have arisen. Suggestions may then also Ik‘ made tor any 
alleintion of these in'struelions lliat you consider desirable. 


Assistant Jailors. 

*LXXVII. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: {a) U the 

Hon’hle Member in charge of the Depaitment (d Itevenue (dails) 
aware that owing to (he recent leorgani.sat ion of the cadre of Assist- 
ant Jailors a diHconlentincnt has been created among them!" 

{h) Is it a fact that in selediiig Depute Jailors many of the Senior 
Assistant .Tailors of I.') to IS yeais’ standing have been su()erseded by 
officers of four or five years’ standing!" 

(r) Is it a fact that most of these super.seded Assistant Jailors were 
recruited for exci utive wurky 

{(!) What is the deeision of the (iovernment on the memorials sub- 
mitted by these officers*" „ 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble MemlaM' been drawn lx> 
paragraphs t> un<l 7 of the printed memorials recently suhmitted by the 
Assistant Jailors V 

(/) Has the Hon’hle Memlier made an inquir>’ into the matters set 
forth in the aaid (uiragraphs of the memorial ? 

(if) If so, whttt is the result of the iiujuiryf' 
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^ Tlli nw MUCH STEPHENSON: (a) md ih) The replies 

l^^en to iinstarred question No. 25 uskeii hv Mr. Mahluilml Hucj may 
hfs seen. 

(r) The AKsiHta]ii .Inilors used to dn both exeeutive and elerieal 

work. 

(J) to t/;) The meinoiials are ujid<‘r eonsideiatiou. 

Listed fiosts and Bengal Civil Service officers. 

aXXVIll. Babu NALINIRANslAN BARKER: (a) U the 

TTorrhle^Meinliei in charjre of the Appoiiitnieiif J)e|mitiuen< awji!i‘ (hat 
there is disetuiteiit in the Heiipd t’ivil Seiviee (Kveeutive Hranehl for 
not «ii])stantiv<d\ filling- up vaeaiici^*'; in (lie li>ted po^tsy 

(h) If so, what action, if anv. aie IIm* ( Jo\ <* niinen( priiposin); takin|.r 
in the matter ^ 

MEMBER in charge of. APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): {ti) (tovernnient have no in format ion 
to thi.s effect. 

(/>) Does not arise. 


Unstarred questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Plying of motor lorries in Calcutta. 

55. Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: (o) ]s the Hon bio 

MeriiU*!’ in eliar^e o) I he Poliee Dejiartineiit aware that rashly-driven 
and* heavily-laden inoto? horie.s aic eaii'-'inj^* craek*- and damages to 
many newly-hiiill house'- in ('alcuUai' 

ih) What action, if any. aie (lie (Hiveiriinent jiroposinijr to take to 
.sk»j) the daiiiajfe to (he house-owners ot (’aleutlay 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: u,) The reply in in the 
negative. 

(/;) Xhe queslioii does not ari.se. 


Motor car aooidenis in Calcutta. 

56. Babu JOGENDRA NATH MITRA: (o) Will the HotPble 
Member in charge of the Police De|»uitment l>e fdeioMHt h» i^tate the 
number of jierwms killi*<I in the year Df25 from motor car aeciderilH 
on the roads in the town of PalcnltaJ^ 
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(b) Have the Government connidered the queatioii wlietlier the 
preHeiit arraiijifenient, if any, tf> "prevent siirh aooidenta is sufficient? 

(c) What further preventive meiiHures, if any, are under contem- 
plation ? 

The HOfi’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (n) Ei^hty-ei^ht. 

(/>) It is not clear what the niemher means by “ tiie present arrange- 
ment Traffic <*oiitrol could he improved if a larger jmlice staff were 
employed. 

(c) (buernmenl have under ((uisideration the (fuestion of increasing 
the traflic police iitid reorganising the traffic department. 


Muktabs and primary schools. 

57. Mairivi ABDUL QUAOER: p/) Will the Hon'hle Member in 
charge of the Department (»f Education be plea.sed to state whether it 
is a fact that muktabs and priinary schools stand on tlie same fof>ting 
ill matters of primarv education in tliis province? 

(h) Is it a fact that some selected Hoard aidnl primarv schfxd.s are 
I'onvcited into Hanchayati rnion sihooK while Hoard aidVd muhiahs 
are not allowed to enjoy sm h privileges? 

(r) Are the Government considering the case of untUnbs also in 
the matter of sele<*lioii of Ham hayati l-iiion srhools? 

MEMBER in ohirgo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATIDN (the 
Hon*hlo Mr. J. Donald): Pi) Muhtahn are special primarv schools parti- 
cularly intended to meet the requirements of Moslems, while primary 
schools are intended to cover the requirements of all classes of pupils 
composing a union. They do not therefore stand on the same footing in 
matters of primary education. Hoth are treated as primary schiwils. 
Gne is of sjiecial ty[>e serving u particular class of the (’ommuiiity while 
the other is of a non-denominational tyjie serving all classes of |>eople, 
(h) It is a fact that Hoard aided iirimar}' schools are occasionally 
converted into Hoard managed by Ham hayati Union schools. As under 
the iHlucational rules under the Ixxal Self-Government Act approved 
in Government Order No. .W)-T. Edn., dated the 17th June, 1920, 
Hoards are retiuired to maintain strict religious neutrality in all Bmird 
sclujols and us there is no union entirely comimsed of Moslems it has 
not hitherto l>een considered lulvisable bi convert a muktab into a 
l*unchayati Union schiml. 

(c) In view of the answers t4i (u) and (b) the question does not 


arise. 
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OaiMte ami tehonia and ro-axotvidioii of Sarasmti. 

.58* Babll MANMATHA HATH ROY* Will the Hoirble Iklemher 
in charge of the DeiJartmeut of Iriigatitui l»e pleuKeil to slab? what 
steps are proposed to lie taken in the near future in the mutter of the 
Datiiodar canal scheme aiul the re-excavatiini of the Saruswuti river in 
the districts of Howrah and Hooghlyy 

MEMBER in eharga af DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tha 
Hon*ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia): Tlie 

memW is referred to the replies given to a cpiestion on this subject at 
this session and another (|uestion at the meeting of the 4th I)eceinlw*r 
last. . 


Reduction of train service on the Santipur-Krishnagar Railway. 

59. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of tlu' Jbildic Winks Department (Itailways) Ik* 
pleaseil to slate whelher il is a fact that the ledui lion in (he mimlMU id 
trains from six to two per day from 1st l)e<‘einlK*r, last in the 

Santipur-Krishnagar Itailway ( nai low-gaiige) Inanch has Ikkmi made on 
financial grounds'' 

(h) Were the Itaihvav authorities aware ol ll»e Puhlic Works 
Department (Itailway ilraneh) h»ller No. 4411., dated the 'Mh >ianuaiv. 
D124, when they lediiced the (rain serviced 

(c) Is the llon'ble MemlKU awaie of the great imt)nveni(*m e which 
the public has been put to b\ the alsni* lediiction of train seivici'^ 

(tl) If so, what ai lion has heen taken in the mallei y 

(e) AVill the llon’ble Member be pleased to stale why six (rains 
with nine or ten cai i iagt‘.s, (an Ir to ( (Oilain alMoit H^l fiasseiigers, wcii* 
originally provided 'i 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: (n) The reduction was marie on 
grounds of economy. Traffic dcjes not justify the larger provision. 

(h) (‘opy of the letter was not sent to the Agent. 

(c) The average nuinh«‘r of passengers travelling |»er tni'.ii before 
the reduction varied from 12 to 19 and the iiK'onvenience, if any, cun 
only be to a very limited iiumljer of i»ass<»iigeis. 

(/f) None. 

(e) It was originally anticiimted that the traffic would re({uire this 
provision. 



QUESTIONS. [24th Vm. 

Word ** Benefactor ” in granl4fHiiil rata. 
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00. Mr. B. N. SA8MAL: (a) Ik Die Plon’lile Member in charge of 
the Dejuiitnicnt of E<luea1ion aware ihat tor want of a definition of 
the woril “ Beiiefaelor ” in the gran(-in-ai<l ruleH, a good deal of 
inronvenieiifr in being felt in forming Managing Committees of the 
Aided Iligli KngliKli SclnadHy 

{h) If MO, an* Die (lo>einna*nl |iioposing to define the said wonl a\ 
an f*arly <]uieK 

The Hon’ble Mr. <1. DONALD; in) Oreasiomilly it has been 

diffii’ult for the Distriel Magislrale lo decidi* who weie benefaetors. 

(h) A definition of Die woid “ Jtenefaeloj ” will b(* atteinpt<*d when 
the gnint-in-aid inle.s foi High SrluMds are nMi.s(‘<l. 

Allegations against the President of the Tulasar Union Boardi 

61. Babu BEilOY KBIt^HNA BOSE; n/) Will the ilon'hb* Memher 
in charge of the Department ol f.oeal SelMfoverninenl he pleased to 
slal(‘ wheDier sevcnal < oiiipl..ri! s <»f de!. deal urns oi money and non- 
Muhinissiofi and tain at inn n! {M( <nmlN Irid fx'eii made to the District 
Magistrate of Faiidpnr and the Snbdivisinnal officer of Mudaripur 
against tlie President of tlie Tulasar l^nion Board? 

(h) N it a la<‘t that the leaMit‘d Snbdi\ i'.innal (Mlicer of Madaripur 
sent one ot Die eoinplainlH to la* empiired into b\ Do* AsNistaiit Head 
Master of Tnlasai (1. D. II. I!. S< hool ? 

(r) Is it also a fait Diat rln* said Assmtanl Heail Master suhmitteHl 
a report on the 4lh I’ebimuv. PrA'i, fimlinL; Da* allegations to he true? 

(//) Has any ail inn been taken by the anDnnities on the report? 
If not, why not? 

The Hon’hle Maharaia K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
Of Nadia: (n) to (c) Yes, 

(</) Yes. 'Die Snbdivisimml Dflit er h(*Id a personal enquiry and 
reported to tlie District Magistiate on the Lbid Februuiy', J92(>. The 
Fnion Board aeiounts for FIdtt and Fh’D B. S. were also tborotighly 
audited by the Circle OHieer. No < barge has Ixmmi established against 
the President. 

Introduotioti of eloctive system in the Kamarhati Munioigility. 

62. MaUivi WANED H066AIN: (Vi) Will the Hon^hle Memlier 
in charge of the Department of IshniI Self-Oovernment he pleased to 
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wli0H the elective system was iiitruduced iii the Miiiucijmlity of 
tto Kamai-faati mill aiea in the disfrict of the 

(b) Wbat waa the reason for the introiluclion ? 

The Heti’life Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Dahedur, 
of Nadia: (a) From the year lMIJ-12. 

^ (h) In pui*anaiu'e of the j^eneral ^ yf (xovernimMit to extend the 

elective ayatein as widely us pos^jihle. 

Mauivi WANED H088AIN: ill the Mon'hle Mf‘nih(*r Im* jih'ased 
t<» state why in j)nr<uance of (he jmliry i»t (loMMinnent in le^|»eet of >oine 
of these nninieijialities, the eleeti\e >\stein was not introdneed in Tilu- 
frhul, (tarnlia and llhatimra. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, af 
Nadia: I nni''! have iiotii e of thi". 


Appointments of representativos of labouring classes as Commisilonert 
of Champdany Municipality. 

63. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUOHURI: Will the lloiride Memher in 
elniJX** '*1 ihe Depart nient yj laxal Self-( o)vernim*nl he pleased to 
.state whether the priio iple adnph d in the ( ’haiiipdany Muniripnlityy 
r/r., aippoifilioent «>) i ('fjM‘sfiit.it i\ e »d the hihoinin^^ ehisHes as Coin- 
inisHionei'M is to he extended to all otliei Mill Mnnieipalitiea in 
lleiiKalP 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadia: 'Die ojipuinlnieMls ly the <'hanipdan\ Mnnji j)ndi(> involved 
no new prineitde oi chaoi.'e f»f p«»lii \ yn tlii‘ f»aft <d (loveniinent. 


Contractors to manufacture country liquor at the Rusm Distillery. 

84. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: AVili the Don'hle Memliei in 
charge of the Department of .\gf !< nitnie and IndustrieN la* pletiMeKl to 
atale — 

(a) to whieh provime d<K*H the present eoulraelor for muntifacfure 
of count I \ liipioi at the KusMa Distillery belong; 

(h) what is the fH»riod <»f his eontraet ; 

(r) when df>es the eontraet expire; and 

(/f) Htt^whiif rate per gallon doen he Hiipply <<iiinfry liquor to the 
* "ttoverninieiit ? \ 
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Tilt Ntn’Mt Niwab BaMhtr MIYID NAWAi ALI eHAUDHMRIp 
Khtfl BailMllirs (a) I'he pret^ent contractors at the Bnssa Distillery 
are the hm of Sir Haji Ismuil Sait & Sons. The principal partner 
Sir Haji Ismail Sait has his princi(»ul place of residence in Bangalore. 

(b) Five years, 

(c) aisi March, 192(). 

(d) He. 1-6-6 jKjr L. J*. gallon. 


Ztnana waiting^roomt at registry oflloes. 

tS. Mauivi RAdlB UDDIN TARAFDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Dejsirtiiieiit of Education (Registration) be 
jdeaHeil to state whether the (loveriiineiit have made provision for 
itenana waiting-rooms at the registry offices? 

(h) If not, will the Hon’hle Member l)e pleased to state why no 
such waitiiig-rcKmiH has been built up till now? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION rRECIS- 
TRATION] (the Hon’ble Nanrab Bahadur gaiyid Naurab Ali Cbaudburt, 
Khan Bahadur): (n) (iovenimejit have made provision for senaua 
waiting-HMuns in many registry offices. 

(b) This does not arise. 

Motion under soot ion 72C(4) of the Covornmant of India Aot 

Mr. B. N. SAiMAL: Sir, the motion ^xhich NtamlH in mv name in that 
the Hon’ble Kumar Shib SliekhuieMwar Ray, Presideirt, Itengul Legisla- 
tive Council, Ik* removed from bis office iindci ^ecti^ul 72C(^) <»f the 
(h»veniiiient (»f India Act, 1919, and 1 beg to !m>ve that the same be 
accepted by this House. 

The incidents of Thursilay last may be recapitulated us briefly as 
possible. Firstly, there is the fact that the Hon'ble the President at first 
disallowed the umeiidiiient of Sir Abd-ur-Hahim, only t<» rcvjse his «»ider 
a minute or two later. Sectmdly, theie is the fact that the remark made 
by Mauivi Md. Nurul Hiuj (’hHudhury had not leached the ears of the 
Hon’ble the President and he actually forced him to repeat his remark 
and then asked him to withdraw* the same. Thiitlly, there is the fact 
that the Hon’ble the Pi-esident held that the conduct of Mauivi Md, Nurul 
Hu 4 Chaudhury w^as “ gix)ssly dis<»rderly ”, l>« ause he was guilty of 
uttering a single sentence. <'oiisisting of only 12 words, namely. “ It was 
the arbitiary imwer of the President which was doing it Fourthly, 
there is the fad that T>r. Kumud Sanker Hay was similarly f o M I d guilty 
of ** gibsaly di»i>i'derly conduct, b>r uttering a single worC^hame ” 
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twice end at the time when he w«« fM^tually Nn.^pended for the 
he wa« nat inside the House at all. Fifthly, there is the fact that 
tfal leader of the Swarajya Party pi'otesteil ajj^aiuet Hie eimdurt of the 
Hoa'bie the President at this stai^e and he most ceitaiuly voiced the 
feeMnge of all the honest cdtservers in this House adieu he sugffested that 
the Hon’lde the President had jrone too far and was wholly undignitied. 

1 shall not I'elate the int'idents whii h took plai'e after the susj^ieiiMlon 
of the leader of the Swarajya Party, for they most c'eriainl) (4M»k place 
in consequenc e thereof and, hiiioan imperfections being what they really 
are, it is fortunate tliut other incidents of a gruvei c haracter did not take 
place last Thursday afternoon. 

Now, 'there can he no cjue.slion that this House has the power— the 
(‘oiistitutioiial right — to remove the President from his cdlu e. The only 
question is whether, under the c irciiiiistaiices of the present c ji'^e, it should 
he done. 

It is no use quoting English precedents here. In England the vpeaker 
has not the light to suspend any iiiemhei on his own resjamsihility. If 
he does so, it is done with the authority and sanction oi the House cd 
t'ommons. The result has )»een that since 17 |'{ fill tq»c |ay there have* 
ilieen only two occ^asions, when a vote of ceusuie was movc»d against the 
^speakipt' there. In this unfortunate c emntry of ours, the law is dlUVrent, 
^ as almost everything else is diflerent, hoc) the c'onsecjtieMt result is Ihiuiic) 
I to he different tcsi, Hecause the Hoiidde the President has heeii given 
the autcKiatic powers under the law of the laud, therefoie the ieiiic‘cly is 
ImiuimI to he drastic, tttherwise, it does not recpiire much intelligence to 
foresee that suffering would he cm one side oiiIn -possihly on the wrong 
side. 

Judged from this view jMcint, the cfuestioii of finalit) ot the l‘r(*sideiit’M 
rulings is of limited sigiiificunce. In the eyes of law, only those* rulings 
of the l^resident are final, w hic h uic c-oiiec t. His wrong rulings are to 
lie c'orrecd^d hy the Hemse. To iny mind, the method of c-orrec fiiig his 
'Wrong rulings h^\ prcqKising his removal is tcn» t unihrous and serious 
and the direct method of uppl>ing the jietty coirectives on the sfiot is 
more effective and less c‘Oiisec{uential, at least so fui as the honest 
mistakes of the hecnest speakers arc ccmceiiied. Most nf my English 
friends will fierhaps disagree with me here, hut that will he due to the 
fact that they have lieeii great lovers of dc*corurii fco c'eiituiics together. 
I am sure, my continental friends will agree with me. 

I iiiusl, however, make it perfectly clear that we do not Icear luiy 
grudge or ill-will towards the Hon’lde Kumar Shih Shckhaieswai Iky, 
we have also very nearly feergotten the fac t that he got himself elected 
hy the (ioveriimenl votes. We also decline to take notice of the remarks 
which thciJion'hle the President made outside this Hemse to some of 
our cuileapHl, as to how he proposed (o deal with the members wbenfuch 
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au occaMon arone. I whall iudeed be too glad to be told that niy inforuia* 
tiuu (»u thiM point iH incorrect. He wa» one of us and he ipf^our President 
now. We realiH||j|hat by exposing him we aie likely tp coui*t criticism 
from the enemy (juarters. But how else, may I ask, can our grievances 
l>e reinedie<l. How else <*au we make our President more dignified and 
less ening. As :Mr. J ohn in 

inyy^^l^^y^ote of censure on the then speaker thaiLwiae of C^^iumons, 
“ such power us that vested in the Chiair would be intolerable unless 
theie existed in the House ilself the power of reviewing, under proper 
condiiion, Iho.^e de( isidiis. If no such power existed, then the freedom of 
discussion would be a thing of the past 

Perhaps for all these jeasons the Timva of London once said that the 
speaker should have the foll(o\iug ijualifications : — 

(/) Imperturliable good temper, tact, patience and uihanity; 

{2) a previous legal training, it possible ; 

(•7) ul)Kence <if bitter paitisanship in his jnevious careei ; 

(4) the possession of iniiute gentleniuiily feelings whi( li involuiitui ily 
command respect aitd deierem e: and 
id) jtei'soiml dignity in voi< e and manner. 

To fliese iiMlIspeiisahle leijuiiements, a writer .says, inigtit be added 
the impor tam e ot a sense of humour in the holder of (he office, for many 
a <leli<’Hte .'situation ha.s been saved, specially in recent times, by the 
speakers [lossessiug (his precious gift of nahiie. 

I am afraid, our Ibesideni lacks in many t)f these (jiialities. Xot 
having been a lawyer himself, his rulings aie sometimes WKtng and he 
is tactless ami undignified He often forgets that he is a servatil of tliis 
House and as sudi his sense of dignilv r aniiot jmss'blN be keener or 
higher than that of them wini ele< ted him. He is perhaps not aware of 
the “ predominant In judicial chanuter of his otliia* ”, mu* coubi he la? 
well-acquainted with the so-called “ melancholy events " with which the 
continental parliaments abound in these of rising and advancing demo- 
cracy. And the im idents of Thursday last fully support my contention. 

Sir Alxbur-Uahim had m»t given m>tite »>f his aniendnient seven days 
befoT'c the dav fixed for the disi'U’'sif»j! of the resolution and the Hon’ble 
the President was light in disallowing it at the first instance. The 
power bestowed upon him under sei tion 77 (/) is an extraordinary 
power, giving him juiisdiction to allow any amendment to be moved 
without notice, but that jurisdictiim wai not to be arbitrarily exendaed. 
There might have been ineinhers who would have attended tHb meeting, 
if they knew that 8ir Abd-ur-Rahiin was going to move his amendment 
on that date. I don’t know if the Hoidble the Pi'esident ha^^ltotl^^ the 
differeuce in language between Rule d7 and Rule 77 awAifter once 
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ig m f^voiir of the objectkm reiaed by eo niMiy meaibere of the 
'* ^ ^ taken upon himself the entire leiponsi'* 

of alloll^g the amendment again. 

Jn any caw, there was reaaonable' ground W^d that he waa 
eaercisdng his jurisdiction arbitrarily and if Mauhri Md. Nurul Huq 
Chfudhury had said in whisper that it was so, the Hon'ble the President 
ought not to have taken notice of it. That Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chaudhury had said it in whispers is clear from the fact that the President 
had not heard him, at least distinctly, for then he would not have asked 
the Maulvi Saheb 3 or 4 times to repeat the remark. I distinctly 
remember that when the Hou’ble the President asked the Maulvi Baheh 
to repeat his remark on the first occasion, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chaudhury did not reply to it at all. If the Hoirble the President was 
dignified and tactful, he ought have stopped there. But he did not do 
80 . He repeated his demand not twice but thrice most cartairily and 
perhaps for a fouilh time as well. This was the^^ry height of indiscre- 
tion in his pait, he ought to have known Ihat^the Maulvi Saheb was 
incapable of telling a lie. He actually goaded Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chaudbury to repeat bis statement and he senienc'ed him with a day’s 
suspension, announcing to the world that the Maulvi Saheb was guilty 
of “ grcjssly disorderly c'onduct 

Who w|^ in fact “ gn»ssly disorderly ” may I askP Did any member 
honestly feel in his conscience that the words of the Maulvi Sahib, 12 
in number, were obstructing them in the disc'harge of their duties inside 
the ('ouiicilP I am sure, none of us felt anything like it, because most 
of u.M did not hear the remark, until the Hon’hle the l*resident himself 
Wame augr>' and showed temper, his whole body trembling and shak- 
ing at the time. There have l»een speakers in the House of Commons, 
who have declared that they did not hear the ohjecdionable remarks on 
the gniund that they were made from behind the Chair, or that they 
were not going to take notice of them, as they were not meant for them. 
Mr. Chaudhury’s remark in whispers ought not to have been taken 
notice of by the Hon’ble the President, specially when he did not like 
to repeat it even after 3 or 4 demands from the Chair. But this is not 
all. The Maulvi Saheb was declared guilty of “ grossly disorderly con- 
duct ” and suspended for the day, without any reference to the House 
as if the Hon’ble the President had come prepared to teach him and 
other little boys of this House a lesson in ohediencre on the very floor of 
this Hall. ’’Grossly disorderly” conduct indeed? He uttered only 12 
words which did not reac^h your ears and therefore you forced him to 
repeat the same — only those 12 words — and then declare that he is 
guilty oi grossly disorderly conduct : Indiscretion and tactlessness 
could not go any further. 

Then, Dr. Bay shouted the word ” shame ” once or twice— Sir, you 
had youwlf done, so at the top of your voice and looking full ai the 
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face of Sir Evan Cotton, our late Fieiident, and yon knew lull well tkat 
ke nerer mspended you or anybody else for the use of Aat word. If 
you had read the JRarliamentary debates, yot^ ought to have known that 
** it is a word which is of recent use and one udiich is becoming fre* 
quent ** but for the use of which no member of Parliament had ever 
before been suspended. You not only suspended Dr. Bay but you did 
so under certain tragic circumstances. Dr. Bay had left the House 
immediately after the use of the word and yet you called upon him in 
his absence or perhaps within your knowledge, to withdraw the word. 
And because it was not withdrawn — it c<mld not be withdrawn by Dr. 
Bay as he had left the House already-— you were of opinion that his 
C/Onduct was also “ grossly disorderly ” end you suspended him for the 
day and asked him to withdraw from the House immediately. 

I have never been able to understand how the Hon'ble the President 
could request Dr. Ray to withdraw his Woid while he was not in the 
House, perhaps with the President’s knowledge, how could Dr. Ray 
withdraw the word in his absence from the Hall, how could Dr. Ray’s 
conduct become “ grossly disorderly ” when *he could not be seen any- 
where in our midst and how could he be asked by the Hon’ble the 
President to withdraw from the House, when he had already d*me so. 

As I witnessed these incidents one aftei the other, sitting silently in 
the midst of this western block, the idea naturally came to my mind that 
our President was not only inherently incapable at times of becoming 
serious, but he was very much prone to exaggerate bis own personal 
irapotiance, as distinguished from the importance of his ofhce. 
In my humble opinion, he forgot that the President of a representative 
institution like ours has no sepatate existence at all. If I were in his 
position I would have at once got up and saidrthat by ciyiug shante upon 
their President, the members were crying shame upon themselves and 
the matter would have ended then immediately. He wrongly thought 
that he was more dignified than his erstwhile colleagues and to my mind 
that is the main reason why we are in the midst of this difficulty. 

After Dr. Ray’s expulsion, the leader of the Swarajya party very 
lightly protested against the t'onduct of the President and his description 
of the conduct was not at all w rong in fac t I thought the President would 
now realise the situation, whic h was his owm creation, and settle mattera 
amicably then and there. But be not only did not do so, he further 
suspended the leader c»f the incest popular party in this House without 
realising the magnitude and gravity of the matter in anyway. No leader 
of any party had ever l>efore been suspended anywhere in this woild, on 
the contrary, when such incidents have cropped up, their assistance and 
advice have alwap been sought for by the Presidents. It was only in 
December last that Mr. Adamson was suspended by the House of 
Cummons an^;Hr. Baldwin brought aliout an amicable settlement by 
declaring that it was not a case of premeditated infnngement of 
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^ WDUWr and «mti>ins «f th« Hvue. “ I nt q«dta conviaMd ”, )m 
iWd." it atoiit jhtns one id tlioM Umpottay Iomm eoatml whteli oc^ur 
lo moit ]i0(»f»K and which moat of Ufi mfrti haartfly an noon ih tha 
occaaion has passad 

Afiar all, the institution which the President represents can exist only 
by conTentioBs of a tolerant character and no amount of law or rule can 
possibly work it smoothly, a^ithout those couTeniions. And the person 
who has, for the time being, the greater power among the two, is the 
person who should be held res|)imsib]e for the creation of such difficulties. 

It appears this noble sentiment is not shared by nil the parties 
concern^ in« this case. So much so, that some of us hare been forced 
to realise that, even in a matter like this, we hare got to vote according 
to ^rty lines. It is a pity — a thousand pities— that this strength of 
party voting has stoocl in the way of amicable settlement in spite id our 
repeated serious efforts. The House should realise what would happen 
if a Swarajist were elected President and if he suspende<l Sir Hugh 
Stephenson in the way the leader of the most numerous party has lieen 
suspended by the Hon’hle Kumar Khih Shekhareswar Ray. 

We feel, however, that we run now vote for this motion with a clear 
conwieiice — we can not l)e accused of any premeditation at the com- 
mencement of this incident, nor can it 1 m? said that we were ever uuwilh 
iug to settle the matter amicablj'. It is the intervention of a third 
party which has hnmght about this difficulty when practically every- 
thing was settled and the resjiousihility shall lie theirs who are rtiining 
the harmonious relations of this House. 

With these words, I recommend this motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRCilDENT: The next motion being identical will he deemed 
as withdrawn. 

ftibU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President, I gave notice of 
(his motion and was ready to move it, I cun a4»sure you I was doing 
it . 


Mr. PRiilOiNTx Y ou are not to iwive it. 

Mw AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I oaid I hsm i«a<ly t» move it, 

Mr. RREtIDCNTi I am soriy’, 

BMm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I say I was about to move it 
with the deepest sorrow and not in anger. To me personally it is a vary 
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painftil tftskf paiaM for maom mm thaa (me. 1 kad tke pleasure of 
working witk you for tkiee years as a colleague in tkis Council in pro- 
Eeform days. I had the pleasure again of working with you in this 
Council for about two years as a member of the same party, but what 
is more important I had a little part in your election to the Chair and 
I lent my humble support to you. Without any boast I say this only 
to explain my position and only to assure you and through you the 
House that I could not possibly have been actuated by anything like 
ilbwill or any grudge. What I was goiug to say, of course I repeat 
without any boast, that the support I lent you at the time of your elec- 
tion was not altogether inappreciable m* ini'onsiderable, but there is 
still another reason for which it is a painful task to me. Evjsr since 
I gave notic/O of this motion believe me, Sir, how many times did I feel 
distressed to think that this is a motion that we aie going to move 
against our first elected President. Therefore I hope — you may dis- 
agree with me on the merits of this (!ase — that you will a<’cept my 
assurance that I not for moving the motion light-heartedly, but 
with a full consciousness of the gravity of the situation. I feel, Sir, if 
it were a purely peraoiial matter I should have Wn only too glad to 
induce other gentlemen to withdraw that motion. But the question 
involved is one of great constitutional importance; the question involved 
is one of the fundamental rights of the inemWrs of this Council who 
ai*e doing their duty within this Council chamber. 

Now, Sir, before discussing the particular incident which has given 
rise to the immediate cause of this motiim allow nm to bay a word alwut 
the respect due to the Chair. Respect to the Chair is certainly due; it 
should be given ungrudgingly and more respe<‘t should be shown than 
may be necessary according to the strict law. I do not dispute that 
proposition hut may T also jmint out that if respect is due to the Chair 
respect is mjually due to eveiy member of this House. After all, what* 
is the position of the memlwrs of this House? 8}>eaking for the elected 
representatives I do not mean to dispaiwge the position of other gentle- 
men but I am speaking only for the ele<'ted members of this House. 
Now, who are these elet'ted members of the House? My contention is 
this : Personally and individually I may be a very humble man as I 
am indeed a humble man and as many roemWrs of this House must feel 
that personally and individually they are very humble and very 
insignificant hut what I do claim is that as long as I occupy my seat in 
this House, as long as 1 sit here as an elected member, as long as I am 
within this Council chamber I deserve and every one member of this 
House however humble his position may be otherwise deserves all the 
respect that is due not to him personally but to the whole constituency 
that he represents. That is the position. If you, Sir, show disrespect 
to any one single member of this House I say you show disrespect to the 
entire people dt this province. (Cries of “ shame ”, shame The 
President is after all the representative of the members of this House. 
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llUfifarduiir ^ iipkitf of tii« Cliair, a momont^g omiiiBaticMi will ftlidlf 
tiiAt dignity » doe to. That respect for aathority of Chair 
ligost be upheld bot why opheld? What is the OBderlying philosophy 
p{ thi« respect and diiniity? Because the Chair it the cottodian of the 
mepect and dignity of the niemberg of this House. That is the reatoit 
II you show disrespect to the meiulters of this House the veiy object for 
which you are invested with this authority and dignity is frustrated 
because in an assembly like this where there are dilb^rent parties and 
different groups with conflicting ideas and ideals, with conflicting 
interests, where there are various communities, and parties and races, 
the Indians and non-Indians, oflioials and non-oflicials, the landlords 
and tenants, necessarily there must be a conflict of interests and it goes 
without saying that there is an inherent tendency of feeling and excite- 
ment in the course of the debates in this House. Not only here in this 
country of ours that it is so but it is so in all civilised (Hiuntries and all 
over the world. By the very constitution of this body there is that 
room for excitement and feeling and passion and therefore, Sir, the duty 
of the Chair is pi-e-emiuently this: I must discuss this Wause Wfore 
I make out a case for your removal I must show what is the duty you 
are expected to j>erform and that you have failed in the disi’harge of 
that duty. The duty of the sjieaker here as in ever>' otlier cimutiy^ is 
to allay and calm down feelings and passion and not to inflame them. 
Wherever there is a tendency of conflict and trouble it is the pitmd 
privilege and the sai red duty of the President to throw oil over the 
troubled waters and pacify matters. That is really the reason why the 
President should be invested with all manner of authority, of sanctity 
and of dignity. As my friend has already obsened, the I*r<*sident is 
really a senant of this House, he is a representative of this House, he 
owes his office to the votes of this House. Now, Sir, it is well known 
that the guiding principle is that the speaker is not the mahiei of the 
H<mse, but its representative, its leader, and the authoritative counsellor 
in all matters of form and pnK*edui*e, but here in this unfortunate 
country everj* public servant think** that the public are his servants. 
There are these two words “ public servants it is not a ser^'ant which 
is to serve the public but the public to serve the servant — that is the 
idea in this country', and that is the idea which I find is contagious. 
That is the reason why I have to perfonn this melancholy duty of 
supporting this motion. It is the duty of the Chair to steer clear the 
House in a storm; he must be tactful, he must be patient, he must not 
be hasty, he must be absolutely conciliatoiy, he must be winning and 
persuasive, be must have kind words for the members and alrove all he 
must be a gentleman of the first order. This reminds me, Hir, of a 
eertaia passage in Graham's book “The Mother of Parliament 


To wiiB up, then it nsy he urged that a Speaker shontd oonhtne inteUeo* 
taai ohiltty with thoee qualities of oharseter which ere the mark of whst is 
colled o tern that bos perhaps seldoin been nors aptly 
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dtfiliMi tluiii ta « ipaech la wbidt lord Chtiaberla^iV Lord Joim Ckvoodkb, 
rooommeodod tlie claiau of i caaduUte to fill tiu Cliair TBimtad by tbo death 
of Sir John Coht in 1770. 

May I in thid ooaaection point out to the House a paragraph on this 
question from the book of procedure of the House of Commons P 

The description of the office of Speaker giren in the coarse of the debate 

1780 upon the election to the post is instructiTe. To be capable of fiUit^ 
the Chair with dignity, the person proposed mast understand the oonstitation 
of the State, be well acquainted with the law of the land and above all be 
perfectly master of the law of Parliament. He must have a aealous attach- 
ment to the rightb and privileges of the Commons of England and a sufficient 
degree of ability and 

(At thiti stage the member, reached the time limit and had to resume 
his Heat.) 

Dfi BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. Sir, the occasion is unique. It is 
an unprecedented occasion that the first elected President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council is proposed to be removed from his office, because of 
his <*ondurt of Thursday last. A great deal has been made of the fact 
that the House is constituted after the pattern of its prototype, the 
House of Commons and therefore the dogma or the fact that holds good 
there, namely, that the dignity of the House is associated with the digni- 
ty of the Chair should also hold good in this House. We may not 
offend the one without doing harm to the other. But let me assure the 
meml>ers of the House that the resemblance is very superficial. It is 
true, here as there, there is a person sitting in the Chair with certain 
authority given to him by the statute and in whom are vested certain 
punitive powers. He has to guide and control the activity of the House — 
he has to moderate the inevitable and natural passions of a popular 
assembly. It is time also that in this Assembly as in any other the mood 
of the House is uncertain. There is no barometer to indi(*ate when the 
storm is going to burst. All of a sudden a hurricane bursts upon the 
House, out of what seemed just a moment before, the most trifling and 
tranquil of situations. Therefore, the resemblance that there is between 
this House and the other, is that in Imth plates human passion play a 
great part. 

Beyond this, the resemblance stops shoi-t. In the House of 
Common.^ they work not so much under a written constitution but on 
such constitution as has evolved nut of conventions and precedents of 
that country. It has been said with truth that there “ freedom slowly 
broadens down from precedent to pre<*edent Therefore the rules of 
prt)cedure of that House that have guided them in the past and are still 
guiding the deliberations of that assembly to-day are those to which the 
House have agreed ; and if any powers are given to the President, it is 
the powers of the House as a whtde handed over to the President, on 



moTAiiOF ns mmmm. 



to \m cmfvlly wli«ii occmaiim deuMuM. It nui^r b« ifttd 
pat undar cock cinniiiittiuicaii only tka dignity ^of tka Honaa and tka 
Pgnlty of tka Ckntr conld be regardad aa eloealy awociatad* But in 
a|ur case tka oonatitution wa work under and tke rulaa franiad tkarafrom 
aia drawn up and manulacturad seven tkoueand miles away by 
individuals who, however versed they may be in tke art of govamment, 
have not much in cH^miuon with the people of this country, and sent to 
ui by packet post for our use. Such are the rules which we are to obey 
and work under. Sir, let the members of this country think of other 
t^ountries adhere they work under a written Cf>iistitution — France, 
Germany, America and Australia. In the assemblies of these countries, 
the use of fisticuffs and throwing of chairs and agenda papers at one 
another are not very uncommon episodes. Why is ihisF Rave the 
meniWrs ever thought of the difference between the two constitutions? 
It is l>ecau8e these constitutions do not possess the sanctity of ages, they 
are not evolved out of precedents ; and (Hmse<|uently when passions surge 
the human breast, they are not awed down in the presence of sm'red 
inheritance of centuries. 

But, even alnmi England, we read in Graham's iKMik on Mother of 
rariiameut " : — 

Hpeskers in the past displayed little of tlie dignity and none of tho fairnsM 
to which their aucccwiors have now for a^nemtions been accuiitotned. They were 
frequently subjected to intentional disreNpect on the part of the unruly memberi of 
the assembly over which it was their duty, to preside. In the early journata of 
the House, for example, we find a speaker complaining that a member had put 
ou* his tongue, and popped his mouth with his finger, in scorn. Even as recently 
as in the reign of George the Third the parliamentary debatee were marked by per- 
petual altercations of an undignified and acrimonious description between the 
membem and the chair. 

AVhat then do we look for in a President of a representative 
Asseiiibly? A Ijord Chancellor in the i-eign of Queen Eliraheth said to 
the House of Commons “ (to and assemble yourselves together and elei't 
one, a discreet, wise and learned man to lie your speaker”. l)is4‘retion 
comes first in this. It may a.s well lie the se<*ond and the third qualifica- 
tion of the President. It is said that “in the twentieth century as in 
the sixteenth, the faculty of the highest importance in the art of speaker- 
ship is circumspection, sagacity, laid, in which is implied an imperturb- 
able temper, a careful olmervation of the peculiarities of the individual 
character and a coinmonsenHe in judgment I concede at once that 
the dignity of the Chair must l>e maintained. But bow is it to be main- 
tained? and who disturbed it on Thursday? I read in Graham “The 
speaker should ever be ready to quell disturbance with a fair hand, he 
must yet display an habitual urbanity of manners, calculated to soothe 
the nerves of an irritable and excitable assembly. When a member usee 
unparliamentary language, the speaker must summon his persuaeire 
powers to induce the culprit to withdraw the offensive words’’. On 
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Thursday, you^ Sir, ^ara a ruliug and a few minutes after, gave a con- 
trary ruling* The hon’ble member rose to a point of order and you read 
the Standing Order under which you had the power to give the ruling. 
I do not dispute the fact that you have the power toH|| such ruling, 1 do 
not question at this stage whether the ruling was rig^ # wrong, although 
I find it has been questioned in some quarters. When the Standing 
Order was read out, the member said something which I certainly did not 
hear and presumably you did not hear also. You asked the member to 
repeat what he had said. The hon’ble member said “ I have said what 
I have said. I do not want to repeat it any more Was not this a 
sufficient indication that the hon’ble member had no intention of repeat- 
ing itP But, Sir, on another fateful occasion the cock crew thTice. In 
this case you asked him three times to repeat the expression he had used. 
Then the game was up. It is said that sometimes a deaf ear is as useful 
to the President of an Assembly as the blind eye w’as to Nelson. No 
President can control an Assembly who had not the self-possession, the 
calm judgment to assuage the unac(‘ountable impulses, the tempera- 
ments, the unreasoning whims and capricies of an Assembly. In this 
case, you chose to poke the deadly lion within and then the storm burst. 
Where was the necessity of rousing the volcano and if a person df>es so 
deliberately, I say, it was you who has lowered the cliginity of the Chair. 
(Hear, hear.) The powers vested in you should not really have been used 
by you on that occasion because you yourself was at the mercy of swaying 
impulses. “ A man who is stung to the quick ” says MacDonagh “ by 
angrily reproving cries is unsuitable for the Chair of the Hous^e of 
Commons.” You should have known human nature and studied the 
temperament of each member. You should have remembered that it 
was you who sitting next to me, Wfore your elevation to the Chair, was 
most vociferous and created the biggest rows which it was the privilege 
of the assembly to witness. (Hear, hear.) Where was your judgment? 
Where was your discretion? Can it not l>e said that having provoked 
the outburst you were incompetent and unfit to exercise the power vested 
in you. Therefore I say delilierately that it was you who had lowered 
the dignity of the Chair. 

The powers vested in you, you did exercise. The members ‘ named” 
withdrew. But the memWrs on this side of the House felt that they 
should show their disa^pproval <»f your conduct. Your salary is not 
votable, and an ordinary motion for a vote of censure may or may not 
have a chance of being moved in the lifetime of this Council. A motion 
of adjournment of the House depended on the will of the Governor and 
the President. Therefore the only course open to us then was to move 
under section 72 C (if) of the Ooveminent of India Act. Our action 
was considered hasty even by those who thought the President was 
wrong. Perbat^ talding of this motion may stop negotia- 

tions towards a settlement I^ei me awure you, the members of thin 
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. ipcMm 1 tali tlmt wlmtlier the motion ig lost or carried, the egtnmge* 
i:lieiit between the Preaident and certain gectiong of the Honae will le* 
lhaitt. On Friday We were in riew of a settlement But events hap- 
pened on Saiorday morning? which frustrated all attempts at a rap* 
pcoaohement. We were told that certain hij^hplaced memberg of the 
Qovemment had insisted that the prestige of the Chair must be main* 
tained. I use the word ** prestige ” advisedly — not dignity, because in 
India when prestige entem by the front door dignity escafies by the 
back door. (Hear, hear.) Yes the prestige must be maintained. Alas! 
what mistakes have been committed, what issues sacrificeil, under the 
influence this beguiling witch. 

When I was assured last night that the chances of settlement were 
frustrated by the invisible hand I determined that this motion must be 
discussed before the House so that I might exclaim “ Hands off, liords 
keep off the grass We, the members of the House, are dealing with our 
elected President. Pray do not interfere. 

If this motion is lost, the result will due to the Government being 
able to command a subsen'ient and slavish majority. (Hear, hear.) In 
that case, I shall be able to throw open the doors of the House and show 
to the people the figure of the elected President of the Council as a 
henchman tied to the Treasurj’ Bench and clothed in a robe of prestige 
by a benign Government. (Applause.) 

The Hon*bl0 fir HUGH STEPHENtONs I think I ought to Uke 
as early an opportunity ns jMMsible to rise to oppose this motion on 
behalf of Government. While paying my tribute to the moderation 
with which Babu Akbil Chandra Datta has s[K)ken, the speech of 
Mr. B. N. Sasmal in moving this resolution fills me with despair as to 
the possible development of Parliamentary Government in India. Thii 
motion proposes to remove the President under sei’tion 72(1 of the 
Government of India Act frf)m his office. Now, why h is tbi» jaiwer 
been given by the law.^ Surely, Sir, it is not that the CouiH;il should 
remove its officers w'ithouf due consideration ; surely, Sir, the leasoti 
is that, as Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, has said, the j»ower of maintain- 
ing bis dignity of the House is vested in the House itself ; the Speaker 
is the representative of the House and this power is vested in hir 
hands by the House but the ultimate apjieai lies to the House and the 
section meniioned is intended to provide for this ultimate appeal. It 
memberg have read the debates in the House of Commons-->^me'1[lf^ 
th em i m v yil iE ffi e li^ on^ariealSlillll^^ IroSn a woecb 

iirtinrHouse of Commona^ey will see that when f 
otf ^ih e Cflilir lias Been brought, it has not been a motion it jMinmal 

enabl^ire’^jr^^ 

thelr^ews/not on tbe conduct of tbe Speaker, Wt on aonm ^ 
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nJiog which im bey> give n* The motion of Mr. Mooney mihee thel 
very cKr! ifow, iSir, in thii i>nrticulnr case, there ie no qweetion of 
« mling. The Preeident by law and by the Standinf Orders-^whieb 
latter are in the beeping of the House — is the custodian of the dignity 
of the House, as Babu^Akhil Chandra Datta has correctly said. There- 
fore, Sir, the President is unable to do anything or to allow anything 
which will take away that dignity. It is not a question of personal 
dignity. It is the dignity of the House. He cannot allow it to he 
compromised. He cannot allow it to be taken away. 

Now, Sir, the President is given by the Standing Orders discretion 
to suspend a Standing Order and* allow an amendment under certain 
circumstances. He exercised that discretion. It has been said thal 
he gave one ruling and then withdrew it. That, Sir, is not the case. 
It is not borne out by my recollection and I was sitting opposite' the 
Chair the whole time. The President in the first instance said : 
** I think in vew of the number of people objecting I should not allow 
the amendment.’^ Sir Abd-ur-Ilahim then asked that he might be 
allowed to lay before the President the circumstances under which he 
was prevented from giving the recjuisite "notice. He was allowed tc 
explain the circumstances and the l*resident then exercised his discre- 
tion and gave his order. We are not, I understand, questioning that 
order. It has not been put forward by anybody as u reason for 
removing him that he exendsed his discretion in u particular way. If 
it had been put forward nobcnly in the House would have ventured to 
support it. Well, Sir, if it is not the exercise of the discretion which 
the law gives him and which must be vested in him and in him alone 
that is in question, what is it that the House wish to turn him out forP 
We have it in Mr. SasmaPs speech. Mr. Sasmal after raising the 
point about the withdrawal of the ruling began to cite the incidents 
of last Thursday. His first jmint is that Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chaudhury*s ivniark did not reach the President's ears. I venture to 
think, Sir, that tlie President did not trust his ears. He tH>uld Uoi 
believe that Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Choudhury had made the remark 
and tlierefore before censuring him he wanted to make quite certain 
what he had actually said. Then, Sir, his next jx»int is that the Presi- 
dent should not have made him repeat the remark. Is it seriously 
argued that it is open to any member of the House to make remarks 
whether against the Chair — and that includes the whole of the House — 
or against other members and then refuse either to withdraw it oi 
repeat it.® Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury was given an opportunity 
of withdrawing the remark. If he had withdrawn that remark nothing 
further would have occurred. I put it to the House that that waf 
undoubtedly the right coulee to pursue. If Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chaudhury did not wish to insist upon that remark his proper course 
would have be^ to say; “ I beg to withdraw it.’* Nothing furthei 
would then haVe oecumd. But having declined to wihdraw it, the 
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Rt had m haA to III# pamaa to kiio 

l^|Rd tliai ana doo#. It li## bm soiii that thM pomum of aoipmioii 
not vottod in th« Speaker in the Houee of CoBunooi and that thf 
nfocediire ie entirely different at Home. I have in my hand thii 
itanoal of Procedure of 1^24 laid by the Speaker on the taUe of the 
Houee of Commons : 


]jS9. The Speaker, er the Chairman of a eommiitee of the whole Hone# 
order an.? member vhdee condnet i« groesly ditordert)r to withdraw 
diateij from the Houae. 

• • • • • • 

A member ordered to withdraw under thi« rule mumt do no forthwith^ and 
muit. dnrina the remainder of the day’s aitting. ahaant himaalf from the 
precinct of the House, except for the ptirpone of serving on any rominiitee 
on a priyate Bill. r 


In all meetings whether of a private or public character this powei 
of maintaining order must be and is exennaed. 

The next |K)int is that Dr. Ray should not have been suspended 
hef'au.se he had left the House. Surely, Sir, no one cun tuuiiitain ih< 
C(»utention that it is open to •a nienilier of the House to shout au insult 
to the Chair and then run away without anything Wing done to him. 

Mr. Saamal then says that the leader of the Swaraj party suggested 
that the President had goue tw) far. That is a very mild way of putting 
it. Our recollections and the printed prweedings of the House show 
that the leader of the Swaraj jmrty accused the Chair of being child- 
ish. That, Sir, was an insult to the dignity of the whole House and 
to say that the President was precluded from susfiending the leader 
of the Swaraj party because he w-as the leafier of the Swaraj party 
is t(i my mind an argument not easily uiiderstofMl. Surely the right 
argument is not, be<‘ause a man is the leader of the party therefore 
he i*i immune, but l)ecause he is (he leader of the party therefore he 
is expected to show a Wtter example. Mr. Sasinal askefl what would 
hifve happened if the Chair had sus|>ende<l Sir Flugh Stephenson. 
Well, Sir, if the Chair had suspended me ffir conduct like that for 
which he susi>ended the leader of the Swaraja party, I can say honestly 
without any fear of contradiction that what I should have done 
would have been to uixdogise to the Chair and nsgretted my indiscre- 
tion. There, Sir, Mr. Sasmal left the tale of woe and said that the 
other iuf’idents took place in couse<|Uence, the implication being that 
the members concerned were therefore excused because there had been 
disorder before. Then, Sir, Mr. Sasmal raised the fwint that the 
ahoutiiig of ** shame ** was not grossly disorderly conduct. ** (Jrossly 
disorderly conduct is a Parliamentary expression and 1 think any 
one who has read books on Parliamentary prcK*edttre "Some of the pre- 
vious speakers have certainly read them as they have quoted from 
them'— cunnot have any doubt for one moment that c^ing “ shame 
to the Chair it a grossly disorderly conduct in the Parliamentary sense. 
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Ofir roldi rec|tiize that a Speaker sliall declare dedaitely that the 
actioa lor which a certain member ia suspended is grossly disorderly 
ocmdnct and he did so. Then, Sir, coming to general principles, 
apart from the actual incident, I leave aside Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Boy’s speech. Dr. Boy is prepared not to take any advantage of the 
history and experience of the Mother of Parliaments, he will have 
none of it because he has not seen it himself and will not learn from 
the experience of centuries of Parliamentary Government; and after 
all the system of Government here that we are working to introduce 
is definitely based on the western Parliamentary model. Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy prefers that we should begin at the cave man stage and 
that disorder should be allowed until we have been through centuries 
of it and can stand it no longer. In Parliamentary debates, in the 
history and the working of any Parliamentary institution this fact 
cannot be gainsaid that whatever may be the ruling of the Chair, 
whether the Speaker’s Chair, or the Corporation Chair, that ruling 
must not be questioned, it must be obeyed. It may be questioned 
later on, but at the time there is nothing for it but to obey; there is 
no getting away from the fact that the President is entrusted with 
certain powers; he has to make a decision, the decision may be right 
or wrong, but it must be followed or else there is an end to all Parlia- 
mentary procedure. Now, if it had been alleged that there had been 
any gross partiality on the part of the Chair we might have under- 
stood this motion being brought forw’ard, but as I have shown, the 
only ostensible reason for bringing forward this motion is that the 
President exercised the discretion vested in him by law in a way that 
was not appreciated by certain members of the House and subsequently 
when certain members of the House were grossly disorderly the Pre- 
sident exercised the powers which we have entrusted to him to meet 
such special cases. Now, is it not the fact that the real reason for 
bringing forward this motion is to wreak vengence on the President 
for having exendsed these jwwers over some members of the HomfeP 
(Cries of “ No, No '*.) There is no other question raised. There has 
not Wn put forward any argument that this motion has been brought 
in order to raise a discussion as to whether a ruling of the C'hair was 
right or wrong. It is not a formal motion; it is a definite motion 
whereby a certain party desires to get rid of the President. What is 
the reason? Because he suspended certain members. I say without 
hesitation that the President had no alternative and that his conduct 
in suspending these members was perfectly correct and the only possible 
course he oould take. 

Some mention has been made of this motion being the only alter- 
native that the members had. It was not the only alternative. To 
my mind the only proper alternative, after the incident of Thursday 
last, was an j^presaion of regret by those members that they had 
insulted the dignity of the Chair, and I am sorry that this course was 
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Uimk, m oourn ikmi ku \mn Ukm, mil not adf^iiot th# 
gf««« of polilieal Hbwrty in Indio ono joi. It irill givo to tlioiio who 
09 oppoMd to fnrtkor odvooce a kandW wbaihar tlii» motion ko 
minried or not to traiufer to Bengal the stigma that should 4)1 only 
m one portion of this House. 1 regret that this motion has bean brought 
forward in the Ckiuncil, and I appeal to the House to throw it out. 

Mr. KENNSTH CAMPBCLLs It is desirable that 1 should explain 
in as few words as is possible the opinion of the British group upon the 
motion before the Count'll. We, British, are brought up in an atmos- 
phere wherein the resiieet for and support of the President or Chairman 
bee omes alm ost second nature. We should only de|iaH from that 
attitUd**"^'thiFnp were constant and unjust partiality, but we are 
quite satisfied that the Hon ’hie Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Hay, the 
President, has pre.wved the dignity and the impartiality of the high 
office t(> which he was elected by this Council with ability, with 
justice and arith a greht knowledge of the rules and Standing Orders. 
To lefer more particularly to the <K*currence which has giv'en rise to 
the motion, I wish to observe that we dislike intensely personalities 
in this Council. We do not wish to make party capital of such an 
incident, or to appear to criticise unduly members who are not of 
our race and who ]>erha])s have a different asi>ect ujhui iHi]itic.s, but 
T am obliged to express our opinion that the President was within his 
rights in admitting the amendment, and that the attitude of the 
other side was unfortunate and i I Considered, and wanting in the 
respect due to the President. We therefore most strongly opjmse this 
motion . <• 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I had no mind to inter- 
vene in thi» debate, but after what has been said by the Hoti’ble Sir 
Hugh Stephenson I consider it my duty to reply to the jannis deli- 
berately raised l>y him to confuse the issues and mislead the memliers. 
He .started by saying that this motion was put forward to wreak 
vengeance on the President. I entirely repudiate such a suggestion. 
The next point has been raised by Sir Hugh Stephenson in the role 
of a friend — 

Tim NofPWt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON S 0» a }>oint of }>ersonal 
explanation, Sir, I think the members on the opposite side are attaching 
too much importance to that expression. As I explained aftorwanis 
what I meant was that the only reason that has been put forward b^* 
that side for bringing this motion, is the fact that you. Sir, had 
suapended certain members of that party. 

Itgi HARENDRANATH GHAUOHURIS That is not true but I 
ahali come to that point later on. I now proceed with the initial 
remarks of Sir Hugh Stephenson. He appears in the role of a friaad 
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of India anxious for the adrancement of Indian poliMeal Hberty^X 
hope the Government of Bengal has already sent in a note in favour 
of the aspirations of the people of Bengal in this re8pect->^d he is 
filled with despair and dismay abont the progress of Parliamentary 
Government in this country. If Sir Hugh Stephenson has read the 
history of the development of Parliamentary procedure in his own 
country and the evolution of all those theories about the dignity of the 
House and the dignity of the Chair, I think be cannot have forgotten 
that almost in the same year in which his ancestors got the Petition 
of Rights — rights which up till now have been denied to us — a certain 
Speaker in the House of Commons was kept down in his se^it by physical 
force and threats of violence, etc. Still his ancestors had ho doubt 
about the progress o( Parliamentary institutions in his own country. 
Then, a century later in 1777 a censure motion was brought before the 
House of Commons soon hfter the time whj?n the JWilkes case was 
deffidwh'" Probably^ his pr^eceisdfrdTJ not despair of thT^velopment 
of'Tsyliamentary institutions in his country even then. In the first 
quarter of the XIX th century such ^ censure moGon was again brought 
before the House, still it did not alfect the position of the House of 
Commons so far as the evolution of Parliamentary institutions was 
concerned and did hot in any way affect the passage of the Reform 
Bills. Again, so lat e a s in 1902 though Mr. Mooney move<l his motion 
yet that did not affect the posTflon of the Mother of Parliaments or 
jeopardise the cause of Parliamentary Government in England. It 
is only when a motion of censure is brought before this House — before 
an Indian legitdature — that Sir Hugh Stephenson despairs of the pro- 
gress of Porliiimeuiary institutions. 

Sir Hugh Stephenstni in his anxiety to presence and support the 
dignity of the House has apiH»aled to the good sense of the members tp 
vote with him. The dignity of the House, indeed ! Dignity of what a 
House? A House that has not the primary^ privileges of the House of 
Commons; a House which cannot protect its members from arbitrary 
arrests, illegal confinements, detaitions and deportations without trial. 
Yet he must remind us of the dignity of the House — the dignity of the 
House whose Speaker has only got to issue summons to certain members, 
but whom he cannot ask to be produced before the House and when 
asked to make his summons effective has got simply to plead his help- 
lessness. T hoju* Sir Hugh Stephenson will not try to mislead the 
House by false analogies. The dignify of the Chair, Sir, can only 
be commensurate with the dignity of the Bouse. Hay 1 remind Sir 
Hugh that in his country the dignity of the Chair was secured only 
when there was a self-reliant and independent House of Commons; 
not till then was the dignity of the Honae neeured. I think Sir Hugh 
Ste(>heiisoii ibay be reminded of the remark of Sir John Elliott that 
during the Tudor and the Stuart periods the olfice of Speaker was 



liSedi on nttiy oocotioiis ** by niilliiiM, mail a^ootad lor mm eowei 
i^iiTMiieiioe.** I ^nlc ha will ramambtr W«lp(da*a axpramion in tb# 
liurliamaat of 1721*27 ^4hnt tha way to iba $paahar*s Chair lay 
%oiigli tha gataa of St. Staxm* Palace paraphramd hare which will 
lilMm through the gates of the Oorcmmaiit House. 

Then again, Sir Hugh Staphannon says thal; sectioti 72C(^) did 
not contemplate such a motion. All that is done in similar ctrcum* 
stances in the House of Commons is to bring forward a motion for tha 
discnssion of a point of order ; that is not exactly the case though dis- 
cussion on points of order is |)ermissible only in a censure motion. 
Let me refer to a greater authority than 8ir Hugh Stephenson in ibis 
matter. ‘Redlich says: A set debate on a |)oint of order can only 

be brought on in one way and under <lehnite conditions. The rules 
prescribe that due notice of motion must be given that on some future 
day a vote of censure upon the 8|>eaker will be moved.*' 

Tim HOfl’Mn Sir HUGH STEPHENSON i On a fKiint of ]>ersonal 
explanation, Sir. That is precisely what 1 said; that the vote of censure 
on the Speaker is not a personal censure ; you can in a motion of censure 
raise a debate on whether a ruling was right or wrong, but the motion 
of censure is not a personal one. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURIS I dissent from that view. 
A vote of censure must be a vote of censure, and it is not true that it 
can be brought u[) simply for the purpose of dis<*ussing a jwint of order. 
There are not many ways for (be members of the House <»f ('otAtiions 
to raise such a discussion it is true; but there would be no jwint in 
or necessity for a motion for a vote of censure if the obje< t be only an 
impersonal one and not also the removal of a Speaker in accordance 
with the pitK'edure of the House of Commons. Whatever may or may 
not be the English practice Sir Hugh Stephenwn forgets that here 
the only way to bring forward a motion of censure is that indicated 
in section 72C(4); if the form of the motion does not meet with his 
approval the members are not res|»onsible but the framers of the Act 

Sir Hugh Stephenson further says that the conduct of all the mem* 
hers ^ who were asked to withdraw or were suspended W'us grossly dis* 
orderly. I challenge him to state one case in which it has l>een up- 
held in the House of Commons that a Speaker ran bully a member 
three or four times to utter certain inaudible expressions which the 
member is not inclined to utter again. I also ask him to quote any prw^e* 
dent where refusal to repeat objectionable words or repetition of 
objecticmable words under compulsion from the Chair has been con- 
strued aa coming under Standing Order 20 of the House of Commons. 
There are two Standing Orders so far as the House of Commons pro- 
eedure is concerned; one is Ko. IS and the other is 20. Only the 



• 1 ^ [z^wm. 

Qi ^tandifig Order 20 it repeated liere mitir fectioii 17 of tbe 
Comicil Manual. Therefore in exercitiag the power that: it Tested in 
the President hy tedion 17 ol the Council Manual he needt to be more 
careful and cautions than the Speaher of ike House ol ConinuHis. 
Knowing that under the present constitution he will nsTer be in the 
position of the leader of the oppoeiticHi Sir Hugh Stephenson says 
that if he had been similarly suspended, he would hare forthwith apolo- 
gised. May I know in how many cases high placed officials like Sir 
Hugh Stephenson haTe apologised in India P 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

(After the adjournment.) 

iir AtD-UR'RAHIM: Sir, in opposing this motion I wish to nie as 
few words as possible. A great deal of parliamentary' learning has been 
displayed by some of the movers on the other side of the House, but not 
a single precedent has been cited which could be, in the least degree, 
said to support the motion that is now l)efore the House. If they had 
been able to show that there were Members of Parliament who used the 
words “ arbitrai'y,” “ childish ”, foolish ”, ” insane ” with reference to 
the rulings of the Chair and then if they (‘ould have pointed out that 
the House censured the Speaker Wause he took proper and apprr>priate 
action with reference to the conduct of such members of the House, then 
and then alone would the incident, that happened the other day, be 
justified the satisfaction of the hon’ble meml)er8 opposite. Various 
statements have been made as to what are the duties of the President of 
this Council and what are the duties of the Speaker in the Houee of 
Commons. I do not know whether it is possible to give a comprehensive 
definition of such duties, but the duties of the President in this Chamber 
are sufficiently indicated, so far as the matters we have got to deal with 
are concerned, in the Rules of the House. The section to which refer- 
ence has been made makes it absolutely clear that when a question 
arises whether a certain amendment, which is moved to a resolution, is 
in order or not as having been given in due time, the President has been 
deliberately vested with the dis<^retion to allow the amendment even 
after objection has been raised. There is nothing in the whole Manual 
to show that there are any particular rules by which the exercise of the 
discretion of the President is to l>e controlled. In this case I was the 
innocent cause of the tiouble that arose. I did not receive the list of 
resolutions and when I noticed that those papers were missing I tele- 
phoned to the Registrar that 1 did not receive those papers^it was the 
day before the meeting of the Council — and he was good enough to send 
me a copy. Under those circumstamtes as the amendment was mine I 
thought that there was excuse for my not having sent the amendment a 
week before the meeting. Those being the circumstances which 1 
ventured to bring to tbe notice of the President, be ruled that I might 
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ftUowod to ntovt tk« tniMidineiit. I submit to tb« Houw that ba w«» 
tiearly HFbt in bin rnlinjr in thode cirrumiitaiicea, but vhetkar b» was 
figbt or wrong, ibe law Te»to in him tb« dincration and ran anyona doubt 
Ms bona fd€* and that ha exarritiad that diaeretion in gtMid faith P Can 
H be auggeated for one moment that he did not exerriae the discretion 
in utter good foith? What sort of partiality could possibly Iw attri- 
buted to the ruling of the President}* Can it be said that having lagard 
to his c^areer in this Councii before he was elei'ted by the House as Pre- 
sident that he was st» much in sympathy with the matter of the amend- 
ment and the resolution that he would forget his duty as President of 
this House and rule in a partial manner in order to allotr the amendment 
to be niQved? I have known the Hon’ble Kumar Shih Shekhuivswar Ray 
in this House as a ineml)cr workii^ in the nationalist cause for (he lust 
5 years 1 wu-^ u MeinWr of (bivernment and there was seldom any tMTa- 
sion on which he did not rise and severely crilicise the W'tions of 
Government when he thought that th«»se actions were open to criticism, 
and I have never known that the demand that was made in the resolu- 
tion and the amendment had his particular sympathy on any iHvasion. 
Therefore, any question of partiality must lie ruled out. His ruling 
was perfectly right — that must be admitted by ever>' mendicr of the 
House. That being so, I submit that the whole gniuiid is taken away 
from under the motion that has l»een moved before us. Then what 
followed? Mr, Nurul Huq Chaudhury characterised the i-uHng of the 
President as arbitrary — not in whisper. If that was Mr. Nurul Hu(j 
Chaudhury’s whisper, I do not know' what his shouting is. 1 distinctly 
' heard it and everyone l>eie heard it : that was not what w*e call 
whispers. Then what followed? Another gentleman called the ruling 
*' childish The leader of the Swaiuj party — a very important and 
large party in this House — characterised it as I’hildish. Another gentle- 
man who was seated on this side characterised the ruling as “ insane 
Well, gentlemen, I have been a lawyer — I have sat as a Judge for years 
together, I have heard many aitgu iiients, many a fine distinction dmwn, 
many a quibbling, but the quibbling I have heard to-day lieats all record. 
Now gentlemen, it is no go<Hl discoursing on every' word that was said. 
You must feel the cumulative effect of what was done, I say that when 
Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury shouted out that the ruling of the Chair was 
arbitrary, the President could not possibly ignore it. If he ignored it, 
he had to abdicate his Chair. The same thing may be said with refer- 
ence to every remark that followed—one trying to beat the other as 
regards want of decency'. If you take the whole scene that wa« enacted 
bere, I say— and I am sure most of the members of tlus House will agree 
with me— it waa not possible for the President, unless he took drastic 
steps against those who created that scene, to sit in that Chair and con- 
duct the business of the House any longer. Several members on the 
other side have cited what happened in other Paiiiaments ; that ffsticuSs 
apd all Mfts of tbinlgi were need in other Parliaments, Well, I can 
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usderstABd tluit human nature is weak — especially hunuua nature on the 
other side. Gusts of passion gush forth. If you had said that the whole 
thing happened in a moment of excitement — momentary excitement — 
that it was not deliberate and that therefore you expressed your regret 
for what happened I could have understood it. But that is not the atti- 
tude. The attitude taken up is one of justiheation for the using of 
fisticuffs and all sorts of disorderly expressions in the House with respect 
to the ruling of the Chair^ making it impossible for the Chair to uphold 
the dignity of the House. 

Oft BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. Sir Abd-ur-Bahim has said that I justified the using of fisti- 
cuffs. I never did that : 1 simply mentioned that fisticuffs were used. 

Sir ABD4IR-RAHIM: I would not misunderstand Dr. B. C. Hoy but 
‘ if he had said that 1 am sorry for what had happened ** that would 
be something. 

Another thing I beg to bring to the notice of my countrymen who 
form the bulk of the members of this House is that we after all are an 
oriental people and as an oriental people we take pride in our well- 
known politeness. If politeness is the characteristic of ours in our deal- 
ings with ea<*h other surely we ought not to forget that in an assembly 
like this where the chosen representatives of the whole of Bengal are 
seated to deliberate upon the most momentous issues affecting the pro- 
vince, we should not create scenes which would not think of creating in 
any indigenous assembly of our own. I have lived a fairly long time,' 
attended many a meeting and many assemblies : I say that in no Indian 
assembly or meeting of such gentlemen as we are, things like this ever 
happened. Whether in these new times and new ideas borrowed from 
westeni civilisation we are justified in forgetting our best traditions, I 
leave it to the iiieuiWrs to judge for themselves. I for one can never 
agree that Wause in the French Chamber or in the Italian Chamber 
or in the English Parliament such things happen, therefore our conduct 
should be justified, although they are entirely repugnant to our sense of 
right and wn>ng Ixith in India and in the East. 

Mr# BYOMKEB GHAKRAVARTI* This is a very important motion 
and that is the only ground which induces me to say a few wCrds to the 
hon’ble members of the House. Fortunately or unfortunately I was 
not present when the incident of Thursday last took place; I only 
came into the Council Chamber when my friend Mr. A. C. Banerjee 
made a dramatic exit by saying I am off (laughter); I do not know 
whether he said the wort! “ with pleasure However a desire to table 
thie motion was expres8e<l and it was decided somewhat hastily although 
suggestions were made to postpone it. If sufficient time were given to 
other members of the Council to intervene, an adjustment of the 
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wwald ham bee» fteiii€Ted. However ihk moiim irus t»lM. 
1 am wiUiiii^ to foi^tt my knowMgo of kw whick I ksTo for 

tko lost 40 years in laTonr of common sense. As far as I can see a|kd 
kave keard it repeated kere several times wkat h^ipened really was tkat 
an amendment of Sir Akc^ur-Rakim was admitted after kesitation. Tke 
law vests in tke President tke power to admit an amendment and if any 
member wishes to rise to a point of order as to whether he is rigrkt or 
wrong there is a method for that purpose. Then what followed was as 
to whether the President asked Mr. Chaudhury to repeat what he said 
three or four times. That after all is a question which can only be con- 
sidered at the highest as wiint of tact. If that be so, is this tke way 
how the conduct of the President should be questioned in the Council 
Chamber? So far as we aspire to have self-determination there must 
be a' legislature and the legislature must l>e presided over by a President ; 
the President must have power to keep order in the Council Chamkr 
and not to submit to any exhibition of excitement or anger. I listened 
with great care to what my friend Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta said and 
though I think his speech was conceived in a proper spirit I am 
extremely sorrj’ to differ from him on this ot^casion. In accordance 
with the decision of the Nationalist Party arrived at last night as well 
as according to my own conviction I oppose this motion. (Hear, hear.) 

BiIni MANMATHA NATH ROYl In supporting this motion, I 
emphatically repudiate the suggestion made by Sir Hugh Stephenson 
that it is intended by this motion to wreak any vengeance. The question 
’ appears to me to be a simple one, and I am prepared to give a very 
simple answer to the query which was made by Sir Hugh Stephenson. 
The query is as to why we have brought forward this motion. Before I 
entered the Council Chamber to-day I w'ondered whom I would find in 
•the Chair, to-day, whether you would be in the Chair or you would ask 
your deputy to occupy it during the dis<*ussion of this particular m<»tion. 
You, Sir, have chosen to be in the Chair and you eannot mind our 
expressing our views freely and frankly on this question. The question 
is not whether a particular ruling was right or wrong, the question is 
not whether you are guilty of any partiality (a question to which Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim has drawn our attention), the question is not how the 
members of this House characterised your ruling with regard to that 
particular matter but the question ftefore us is how you dealt with 
them. You, Sir, are the Speaker of the House and you represent the 
whole Honse. We have not the slightest doubt that the incident of 
Thursday last clearly demonstrated an aWdute lack of practical wisdom 
and common sense on your part with the obvious result that you cannot 
command from us the respect to which you would otherwise be entitled. 
It does not matter what may be the fate of this motion whether it is 
carried or not. You, Sir, have rontribtited to the loss of the dignity of 
this House and of the Chair and you are unfit to occupy it any longer. 
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I kave no doubt that section 72 C of the Government of India Act con- 
templates a motion of this description. Section 72 C cannot be 
limited to a question whether a ruling is right or wrong. That may 
be the I. C. S. point of view, or the point of view of a certain section in 
this House, but I have not the slightest doubt that under similar cir- 
cumstances such a motion w'ould be dealt with in the same way in ever>' 
responsible assembly. 

Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: If I desire to take part in 
this afternoon’s discussion it is because I think I ought not to record a 
silent vote on an important occasion like this. The future growth of 
democratic institutions in this countiy depends largely on the deci- 
sion of the House to-day. I use no language of convention when I say 
that 1 consider that to-day’s discussion is a matter of supreme national 
humiliation to us all. Even assuming — which I do not for a moment 
admit — that your ruling was open to (luestion, assuming even that it 
was wrong — we have to accept the ruling without any hesitation what- 
soever for it is the essence of democratic institutions — whether that 
institution be a parliamentary institution or a municipal corporation — 
that members must respect the ruling of the Chair. That l)eing the 
position when 1 find so many of my friends opposite, men of culture, 
men of great patriotism and men whose love for the country is no doubt 
great — when I find men such as these have tabled a resolution like the 
one under discussion and not only tabled it but moved it with all the 
earnestness they cun command I feel very sad and despair almut the 
futuiv of my country. Sir, I have no right to arrogate that my judg- 
ment is necessarily right and the judgment of so many of my friends 
opposite must lie wrong but I have to proceed on my own judgment, 
and to those who would listen to my advice I say “ if you want demo- 
cratic institutions to grow in this country then you must have respect for 
the Chair and you must without any hesitation oppose this motion 
That is the only issue before us to-day; no other issue arises. 

Sir, I understand that Mr. Siismal has referred to the precedent of 
the British House of Commons. Speaking for myself 1 as a nationalist 
value our own ( onventions and traditions far more than the precedents 
of other countries, I am, therefore, loath to be guided by the pre- 
cedents of other countries. I, therefore, echo everj' word of my friend 
Sir Abd-ur-Bahim when he said that we, Indians, value courtesy and 
goral breeding more than other people — I hope my friends on the right 
will not misunderstand me. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy has referred to 
other examples of other countries. He has said that fisticuffs are not 
unknown in some countries. I, as an Indian, wo\ild like to tell Dr. Roy 
and my friends opposite ‘*do not imitate the bad examples of other 
countries — imitate their good examples if you can, but eschew their bad 
examples 
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Or* ilDHAN OHAIIOIIA ROYt I Hm to » poi&t of ptrtoiiAl 
Jlation. I find thni what I »aid hm been mieundmtood. What I did 
•ay wa« that our constitntion being a written one, we cannot avoid con* 
^ fiicta of thie nature which we do not find in the Hou»e of Commons where 
they have got conventions and precedents to guide them. 

Sir FROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I am glad that my friend 
has corrected me. I proceed on his corrected version. 1 have no doubt 
that Dr. Hoy’s own feeling . 

Dr. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: I find that Sir Prova.h knows my 
mind- better than I do. 

a 

Mr, PRPfiiOENT! It is quite possible. 

Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, 1 was saying that it 
is easy to imitate the bad (fualities of others but it is more difficult 
to imitate their gmul qualifies. If imitate you will, try to imitate 
their gwd qualities and not their bad ones. If you want to l)e a poet, 
if you are anxious to l>e a poet do not think simply by laming your 
foot you can say “I ani a Ilyrou IJtTause' von are a lame man 
you will not be a Byron. If you folb»w the hud examples of other 
countries it will be like frying to lame yourselves and by following 
the bad examples of other countries you w’ill not get forward iior you 
will advance the national movement. Mr. Susinal has referred to a 
* debate in the House of Commons in 1902 but he has omitted to refer 
the House to another portion of the same delmte but the House nil] 
find what a stutesninn of the eminence of Mr. Balfour stiid. This is 
what he said : — 

• 

And I should say, on the general qaef>ttoii that it is the er;ivi-iit and grosaost 
abuse of the privileges of the House that we should be brought down, that the 
House should have to assemble, to defend the Speaker against a charge of having 
given a decision at such a moment and on such a class of question which happens 
to be distasteful to a certain section of the House. It is manifest if this is to he 
a precedent for our ordinary practice, if every member of the House who can get 
a seconder is to ballot for a day in order to discuss whether the Speaker was 
right or wrong upon some question which in the nature of the case is doubtful, 
you not only do your best to bring the authority of the Otair into discredit, but 
you are lowering the whole character of this Assembly. For my own part I 
should make these observations, and 1 sbonld vote as 1 am going to vote, even if 
1 were of opinion that the judgment of the Speaker on su«h an occasion and in , 
such a ease was one which after a week’s quiet reflection is one which 1 should 
not have adopted myself. 

I appeal to my friends opposite to follow the golden advaoe given 
by that eminent statesman altbouglf^be may be a statesman of another 
conntiy. If yon follow this advice there will be one course open to 
yon and that is of withdrawing the motion, but I know that in all 
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likelibood they will not ligten to my ndvied. Bnf b$ oho wko claimti 
to worsliip in the same temple, the same mother and the same God I 
^deem it my duty to offer that advice although I know full well that 
my advice will not be accepted and perhaps spumed and spumed with 
indignation, but none the less I offer this advice because I have the 
satisfaction of knowing that I have done my duty in tendering what 
J consider to be good advice. 

Yrom newspaper reports I find that my esteemed friend, 
Mr. Sen Gupta, is reported to have said that the use of the word 
shame ** is something which is allowable in the British Parliament. 
Very likely my friend, Mr. Sen Gupta, in the heat of the moment 
forgot what, I am sure, he knows and remembers, for I find in 
Sir Erskine May’s book the following passage: — 

A grow form of interruption, fey loud cries of “ shame ” has been strongly con- 
demned by the Speaker, who declared his intention to take notice of the committal 
of the offence. 

After all what is the motion before the House ? What is its object ? 
The object is merely to tell the House that it has the power of remov- 
ing its President. Every body knows that. Is it not somewhat 
childish to exercise the power simply because you have got that power? 
We claim, Sir, that we have attained our political manhood. If ve 
have attained our political manhood, we have got to remember that 
.a man does not use his power simply because he has it just as a child 
uses a toy, It will be childish on the part of a man to use his power. 

Mr. N, 0. tiN! 1 rise to a point of order. Is the hon’ble member 
in order in using the expression “ childish ”? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS •It is for you to decide whether the expression 
“ childish ” is to be allowed for the future guidance of Presidents. 

Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTERs I find some of my friends 
are feeling somewhat nervous. Perhaps my reasoning has gone home. 
But let me assure my friends opposite that I do not want to criticise 
them in an unfriendly spirit. I desire to tell them my personal views 
in all humility— I do not know whether they will accept my personal 
views but I offer the same none the less in the discharge of my duty. 

My friend, Rai Hareudranath Chaudhuri, has said that the dignity 
of the Chair will be* a very necessary' thing when we have a free and 
independent parliament. I hope I am not quoting him wrongly. 

RM HARENDRANATH GHAUDMURIS I did not say that. I 
•aid that the dignity of the Chair wis secured for the House of Commons 
when the HodM of Commcms rose to a very independent and not a 
aubeervient body. (Rear, bear.) 
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Cli*adliiin for coireeting me. The correoium mekee my point ell the 
more deer. Therefore what doee it come to? So long an we do 
not attain to the dignity of the British Parliament we should allow thia 
Honee to flout the decision of the Chair — that i« I am sure the only 
logical conclusion. We have a constitution however defective it may 
be. Those who are in the House, I am sure, are here under the con* 
stitution — whether they want to work it or not is a dilferent matter 
altogether. Is it not reasonable to espec't that they should oWy and 
respect the Chair? (Hear, hear.) 


I do not think any lengthier remarks are necessary from me. I 
only ho^ I have not offended my friends opposite by my criticisms 
although I can assure them that they ore offered in no unfriendly 
spirit. (Several voices; “ No, No. We do not take any notice of 
your remarks.**) 

I will sit down by congratulating my friend Mr. Chakravarti toi 
a clear indication of the views of his party and his personal views in 
this matter. 


Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: I siniei*ely wish I could have avoided 
Hpeakiug to>night and 1 shall say as little as |K>ssihle on the merits of 
the motion. 1 shall not speak on the question that the Hon'ble 
President had no jKiwer to suspend any Standing Order. 1 shall not 
speak to«night on the propriety or the cofrtH’tncss or the r(*versol of a 
.decision given three minutes previously. I shall not speak iibout the 
undignified behaviour of the Iloif hie President in compelling a menilier 
to rei»eat what he had not presumably heard. 1 shall not develop the 
arguments that the Hon hie President was acting contrary to all 
practices in requesting a member to refieat a statement wtiicli was 
inaudible and which the member in question was not willing to repeat, 
with the deliberate intention of taking stringent measures against him. 
I shall leave these questions to be dealt with by other speakers. I will 
not remind you of the President standing there with his Iswly shaking 
with anger and rage and ask you whether such o spectacle convinces 
you of the fitness of the Hon'ble gentleman to be the President of this 
House. But I desire to say a few words on some larger issues which are 
involved in the question Wfore us. I would ask you not to allow any 
false issues to be raised. Interested opponents have already raised the 
cry that the Swarajya party do not rare for the dignity of the House. 
This is merely an attempt to discredit us in the eyes of the world, I 
nnd my friend of the Swarajya party in this House wish to assert with 
all the emphasis we can command that the dignity of the House, the 
true dignity of the House, is as important to us as to any one else in this 
assembly. If we are nothing more, we at least know the supretne value 
of discipline and self-restraint. But do not misunderstand me. In 
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defeading Uie dignity of the House, if it be necessary to attack jsaiy 
one whose conduct inside the House tends to lower it, 1 think, 1 shall 
not hesitate or shrink from attacking him eTen if he be the President 
himself. The present case is an illustration in point, I want to tell 
you what I felt on Thursday last. I felt that the conduct of the 
President of the House was thoroughly undignified, that he was look- 
ing more to his own personal and false dignity than to the dignity of 
the House, that his behaviour was that of a child playing with the 
dignity and prestige of the House. I considered it my duty, represent- 
ing the party which I have the honour to lead in this House to enter 
my protest against this and 1 did so. 

My friends opposite will probably say that under our constitution, 
the House itself is helpless and that the President himself is all-power- 
ful. Must wc then sit mute even when we see the House disgraced 
by the President himself? Is that the constitution? If that is the 
constitution, so much the worse for it. And if the Swarajya party 
is struggling to get out of the clutches of such a constitution, how 
can you be suprised at it? 

The House of CVnnmons did not hesitate to lay hands on the 
Speaker when the House thought that such a course was necessary 
if the Sl)eaker was remiss in his duty. The future growth of 
Parliamentary institutions was not impeded by the fact that the 
members of the House of Commons dealt with their Speaker in that 
way. The meinbei's of the House of Commons did not ai>ologise to 
that Speaker for dealing with him in that way. 

The general rule that the dignity of the Chair must be preserved 
has no meaning if you allow the President to destroy and undermine 
the dignity of the House, The very purpose of the maxim is 
defeated if the dignity of the House is lowered by the Chair and if 
he is not reminded that he is so doing. There is no dignity of the 
Chair if there is no dignity of the House. 

I will tell you what we want, I want the convention of the 
House of (-ommons to be honoured in this House, namely, that the 
President or Speaker once elected should in reality lie a non-party 
man, that he will sit in his Chair with the goodwill and the utianiinous 
consent of the representatives of the people and that he sKonld be 
guided by a vote of the House in taking the extreme step of the 
expulsion of a member. 

I will also tell you what we do not want, I do not want a President 
to remain a party man, propped up with the continuous support of 
the Government party after election. I do not want a man to be the 
Speaker of thl House who depends for his future on the smiles of the 
Oovemment. 1 cannot help not believing the information I reoehred 
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V0im» tixiM ago tlmi tke Frettd«iit had thi^Ataned to toiM^h the Swtrajitia 
:# leaaoa. 1 cannot help attaching no importance to the information 
Ijbai he received warm commendations from a high personage for hav-^ 
ihg pulled up Manly t Nurul liuq Chandhury on two previoua oci^asioni* 
jhgain, only recently in connection with affairs com^ruing the House he 
gave his word as a gentleman that he would take a certain course^ 
Ordinary courtesy among gentlemen precludes me from disclosing any 
further details. But such is the strength of the red tape supplied from 
high quarteia that he has had to submit to its imperious pressuro. I ) 
hope I have not over-stated the cirounistances which have made him a 
partisan President, unworthy to fill the chair <»f the 8i»eaker. I am 
sorry to say thfwe cin*uiiistanceH have made him petty. Memln’m must 
have noticed that of late how time after lime the President has, with 
deliberate hurry, suppivssed the asking of supplementary (|uestioiis by 
memltei-s of this House on my side by delil>**rately and intentionally 
ctlling out the next item on the agenda. I will not multijdy instances. 
The truth is that we have been 8addb*d with a constitution the 
backl)one of which is Diarchy, — I)iar<*hy not mei-ely in administration 
but even in the conduct of the President. He knows that so long as 
he can bask in the official sunshine, he is perfectly safe. That is why 
he considers himself responsible not to the House us is the case with 
every assembly in civilised world, but to the Governor who can 
protect him even from the unanimous vote of the clw tcd membera 
of this House. That is why he <fan be defiant, that is why he <' 0 ii 
ride roughshcHi over the rights of the House, and that is why we 
•desire by this motion to express our disapprobation and condemnation 
of bis conduct 


Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: There are jiersons who arc apt to make 
a mountain of a mole hill. 8o far as we are concerned, I was not 
prepared to find the leader of the Hwaraj party and his comrudes 
making a mountain of a mole hill like this. When the rt*soIution for 
the removal of the President was first brought forward by Maulvi 
Saiyeil Abdur Hob (’haudhuri and two others I thought it would n(»t 
l>e necessarv' for any of us to discuss that question. But what I fin^ 
to^ay is this: that Mr. Hob has succeeded in stealing away the 
wisdom of the leader of the Swaraj party and in making the Indepen- 
dents political bankrupts. Sir, what is the question we are to dia- 
cuss here to-day It is that of the removal of the President. This 
is a question of fundamental importance inasmm^h as we are her© 
to decide in w hat relationship the Preeident of the Council m to 
stand to the members of the House. Is he to be a dancing puppet iti 
the handb of the party that brings him into being — is he to be the 
creaturo of the party which commands the majority in the House— 
is bo not to he a free and impartial judge which be ought to WP 
The Honlile Kumar Shib Shekhareewar Bay had experience of tha 
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Coimcil for a period extending to over 12 years and with this 
experience he sought the suffrage of the House and we» the majority' 
of us, declared him to be the person most £t for that position. Is 
it not for us — is it not our bounden duty — ^to see that he is able to 
preserre the dignity of the position 'with which we have 
vested hifti. It is not for us to see that he is able to 
exercise all the jwwers the law has vested in him and we the members 
of the Council have agreed that he should exercise them. ^ Sir, there 
f are powers which the Government of India Act has given to the 
President of this Council and what for? Are they to remain dead- 
letters in the statute book? We wish and we do sincerely hope that 
these powers ought to have remained as dead-letters but unfortunately 
there are occasions when the President o(x?upying the Chair has to 
exercise his power. Sir, such powers are necessary and shouM 
necessarily be used whenever they ought to be used. What is it that 
the President has done? Mr. Sasmal has enumerated eeveral pointa 
in w^hich he thought that the President has offended against the 
wishes of the House. He says that the President should not have 
allowed Sir Abd-ur-Rahira to move the amendment. Is it not the 
fact that the President said that he was not going to allow Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim to move the amendment and it was only after Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim assured him that he did not receive the motion in 
time and that was why he was late in sending notice of the amendment 
beforehand that the President was pleased to allow Sir Abd-ur-RaJiim 
to move his amendment ; and in this connwtion I am sure no sensible 
member of this House will find fault with the Pi-esident for allowing 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim to move his amendment. I think the Hon’hle 
President has not only done justice to the Muhammadan community 
but to the European community and other minorities who were con- 
cerned with the amendment. Sir, to my mind, when the President 
was pleased to ask Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhury to n*i>eat what he 
said, the President gave him the opportunity to withdraw the remark 
which Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuri had made. Mon* than thrice 
he gave him the opportunity to withdraw, but Mr. Nurul Huq refused 
to do so. Ffider the circumstances there was no other alternative 
but to sus|>entl him. May I ask what would Mr. Sen Gupta have done 
in his capacity of a Mayor if he were treated in the same way in the 
Calcutta Corjmration ? I am sure he would not have tolerated such 
remarks. He would have done the same thing as the President did. 

I wish the President had taken no notice of the remarks made by my 
Hon^l^le friend Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta. He said that the President’s action 
was childish. The fresh and boyish look of the I^eader of the Swarajya 
Party suggests that he should make a remark that suits himself, well. 

Sir, I need not say anything about what our friend Hr. J, M. Das 
Gupta said, ^^e characterised the ruling of the Chair as insane. Well, 
it is quite likely that even a Doctor is apt to give the go-by to sanity 
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S ' a momaat Sir. wbat is at tbs root of all tbasa fireworks in this 
oncil. We are told by persons who know tbat these fireworks are 
oennected with the general election tbat is coming on, but 1 can aiuinre 
the Honlile gentlemen who are sitting on the other side that the country 
has bad good many exhibitions of these fireworks and the people are 
not now excited by them : they hare come to know the persons in their 
true colours and they know now how to judge matters. They should 
hare quietly accepted Sir P. C. Mitter’s adrice and dropped the matter. 
It has been said by Mr. Sasmal that graver consequences might hare 
followed on the occasion, and it has been said by Dr. B. C. Roy that 
chairs are hurled at each other in Europe. It might be so, but may I 
aak^—are^ those incidents the mark of Swaraj? If that were so, then let 
us come to blows and break our heads so that we could go out and say 
to OUT countrymen that we are free people toilay. On the other hand, 
let .US remember that we are Indians and we are to be polite. We know 
the manners and customs of Indians — we are to be polite whether we 
are Hindus or Muhammadans. But that does not mean that we should 
be subservient to anybiMly. IJoliteness does not mean subservience. So 
far as we are concerned I rememl»er to have read in my scIkmiI days : 
Az I'hfMla hhahem torrfill-a'adah — He tuJah mahroom tidf’ii'ruh, 

(We want God tt) let us have politeness, for a man who does not possess 
this does not deserve the blessings of God.) And I believe these are the 
teachings of the Hindu religion as well. We ought to liehave ourselves 
very politely and I do hope that the Chairman cannot but he jadite to the 
members. I should say this much that the President of the C<mncil was 
*a critic of Goverumeiit for more than 10 years but now that the mantle 
f>f office has fallen on him he knows what he ought to do. He knows 
that he cannot be a party man ; he knows that he cannot but give just 
ruling.s although they tiiuy be palatable to some and unpalatable to others. 
But should that be any reason that we sbimld challenge his rulings and 
ask for his removal ? Let us h(»pe that this House will demonstrate to-day 
that this is not so. Sir, I would like to conclude. If an appeal is 
necessary, I ivould appeal to the House in the name of propriety and 
decency and in the interest of the dignity of this House, and I hojre 1 
shall not be appealing in vain, to treat this resolution with the contempt 
it deserves. « 

Here Babu Sarat Chandra Basu rose to speak. 

Mf. PRillDENTs It is perhap.s time that the debate should be 
biNrughi to a close. I think I can appeal to the members of this House 
to spare my feelings now. I think we have had enough of discussion 
on this matter. 

Mr. a M. MSMALs I have not much to say in reply. I shall begin 
with my friend Maulvi Kramul Huq — I shall begin from the end. (A 
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VOICE : The beginning of the end.) He has said that we have brought 
this resolution for the removal of our Pi^dent because of the general' 
elections that are coming on. I can assure my hon^ble friend that with- 
out this resolution or similar resolution in this House we feel oonhdent 
that the country is at our back, and I can assure the outside world that 
no canvassing of any kind would be necessary inside the House for 
capturing the votes outside, and as an instance I might ask my hon’ble 
friend to look to the election results in the district of Midnapore. 
have captured there 77 seats out of 78 and that has been done without 
this resolution being moved here. 

Sir Hugh Stephenson has said — although he has subsecjuently with- 
drawn his words — he has said in effect that we have brought this resolu- 
tion bec ause five of our members were suspended by the President I 
repudiate the suggestion made by Sir Hugh Stephenson and I assert 
that the suggestion is contemptuous and mean. So far as I am conceriled 
— and I might most respectfully inform the House that I occupy the 
position of u President in an important District Board of Bengal — so far 
as I am concerned I might inform the House that my respect foi the 
President is no less than the respect which Sir Hugh Stephenson pro- 
fesses to possess for him. We have brought it because we found that 
there was no other means to vindicate our right. We have been given 
the right of freedom under the Act and that freedom is restricted so far 
as the (lovernor of the province and (^eHain others specifically 
mentioned in the Act are concerned. In our speeches, therefore, we are 
n<»t restricted by the Act to criticise the conduct of cmi President. The 
conduct of the President cannot he criticised or rather the right of our 
criticism is limited by the words “ gi ossly disorderly ”. It is then and 
then only that the President ('an interfere, otherwise he has no right 
under the Act. I have always thcmght and I shall he thinking for all 
future times to come that the twelve words which my friend Maulvi 
Nurul Huq Chaudhury used could not by any stretch of imagination be 
considered as grossly disorderly. If the pricking of vanity of a personal 
character means disoiderly conduct, certainly I am prepared to admit 
that it was. But I am sure the words disonlerly conduct ” have no 
reference to the personal vanity of the Speaker and have no reference 
whatsoever to the pricking of^vanity of the jpermm who occupies the 
position of the Speaker of the House of Commons. The words “ gi*os8ly 
disorderly *’ refer to the actual performance of duty of all of us inside 
the Chamber and from that point of view that was no obstruction on the 
part of my friend Maulvi Md. Numl Huq Chaudhury or on the part of 
Dr. Eumud Sankar Ray or on the part of the leader of the Swaraj party, 
and from that point of view whatever might be said with regard to the 
other incidents, the order of snspension of these three members was 
certainly in ]tiiy opinion without any justification at all, and so this 
resolution has been brought 
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, In coneluding I repf«t, and I am emboldened to re|>eat, that the speech 
of Sir Hugh Stepheneon ha« convinced me that it ie he and hie part^* who 
have stood in the way of an amicable' settlement* There were whispers 
here, there and everywhere but his spee<’h proves conclusively which way 
ihe wind blows, and it is unfortunate and it will remain unfortunate as 
long as this sort of things can happen. The Chainiien of District Boards 
are vilified by Suhdivisional Officers and Superintendents of Police 
fi>r their conduct. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. You ought not to be cairied away 
by your feelings. You must confine your remarks <ti the point under 
discussion and not mention what hap|>etis in Midnapore. 

Mr* B« H. SA8MAL: I abide by your ruling (a[>pUuse\ but I did 
not use the word Midnapore ” at all. There is none tt> guard the 
dignity of those chairs in the nmfassal, but when the (Minduct of the 
Chair here is in the humble opinion of some of us not really dignified 
then of coui-se Sir Hugh Stephenson, the leader of the House, and his 
party step in to guard its dignify. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.! 

. (After the adjournment.) 

Bibu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8Us Kindly allow me to protest that 
1 have ii(»t l)een permitted to speak. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You are m<>st welcome to speak. 

Bibu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: I am very thankful to you for 
])ermitting me to sin^ak and l>ef<»re I do so 1 make my humblest 
olieisance to the gentleman that occupies the Chair, H[>ecially the 
Brahmin President to whom I give my deep pronam*. I am sorry that 
we have at all met to-day to discuss the question in a hoirit that 
does not befit the occasion. There is not the slightest doubt among*! 
any one of the members of the House that what had cKH’urred on 
Thursday last was a regrettable one. There cannot be the least doubt 
that we meet here in an asstKoated body with rules to govern the pro- 
ceedings of such an assotuution as the liegislative Council of Bengal. 
It goes without saying that the proceedings must be {conducted in kn 
orderly way and in accxirdance with the rules prescribed. It also 
goes without trying that order must be kept and the President must 
be in a position to keep order and prevent any disorderly pnweedings. 
About theee things there cannot be any difference of opinion. But 
leaving the particular incident that happened on Thursday laet about 
which I am not in a position to speak as I was not present on the 
occasion hut information about which I got from the newspapers and 
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heard from my friende here, I am not going to discnsi the merita oi 
demerits of the gentlemen of the House concerned or of the moyementfl 
of the President on that matter. IVhat 1 must say is that we cannot 
for a single moment forget that there is such a thing in this world as 
a sense of proportion. There might have been disorder or disorderly 
conduct 1 do not know whether that was so ; it may or may not be so. 
What we are concerned with is the question whether the conduct of 
any one of those gentlemen concerned was grossly disorderly. There 
are gentlemen within the precincts of this House who assume a very 
high sense of the propriety that is to be observed by the members of 
the Council. There is no doubt that it is a very laudable desire but 
at the same time whether the particular rule which arms the President 
with power to order gentlemen to withdraw from the Council chamber 
is susceptible of those orders is another question. Disorderly conduct 
should not be met with an order to withdraw unless that conduct is 
“grossly disorderly What I mean to say is this: Has anybody 
in the speeches that have been delivered to-day attempted to show that 
what has been done by Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhury could be said 
to be disorderly, much less grossly disorderly? We have got one 
gentleman, the redoubtable knight of Hooghly, I believe it was he who 
said that the conduct of Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhury was disorderly 
and that the President’s verdict about the allowance of the amendment 
was a proper one. I wish to enter a protest against that. I have 
already submitted my representation in that respect ; that stands for dis- 
cussion at a future period I hope, but I am not going to take up your 
time by discussing that matter now. (Hear, hear.) But what I mean 
to say is that we must not forget that once the train of proceedings 
goes a little out of the metal, a crash comes on, and I submit and I 
submit respectfully that your ruling could not be said to be in con- 
formity with the law, and that if any member who was not on his 
legs but in his seat said that your ruling was arbitrary, I submit that 
such a remark, although it might have been improper, should not 
have caught your ears. You could not catch the words as the proceetl- 
ings show, although the redoubtable knight of Hooghly with his long 
ears succeeded in catching them. I submit that after you had asked 
him to repeat what he said and he did not, you wrung the words out 
of him, which shows the unwillingness on the part of the member to 
repeat what he said. It also shows that the words were not meant 
for your ears and that he regretted them. 

My point is this, my Lord, (laughter) that such conduct cannot 
be said to be grossly disorderly and therefore without taking the right 
proportion of things your order in asking him to withdraw was more 
drastic than the occasion needed. But what I mean to submit on this 
occasion isjthis; we need not discuss these things (laughter) but what 
we want to discuss is whether that day’s proceedings are such as ought 
to have at aU {aken place. I do not like one part of the proceedings 
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m ih« piirt of tlie Chair; nothing ought to Iuito ht|>p»no<i~-thai it my 
hninbla submission. We know that yon are Teated with the power ^ 
keeping control and that it is yonr 'duty to exercise that power, bnt 
yon should not have forgotten for one single moment that to keep 
control over the members of this House the President must always be 
prepared and ready to control himself. (Hear, hear.) Unless he dose 
that he can neither control them nor command their respect; in many 
cases very serious and disastrous consequences come from very small 
causes, the reason being that people usually forget the sense of pro- 
portion. That I was extremely glad to learn up to yesterday that 

oil was being poured over troubled waters and that there will be 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 should like to draw your attention to the 
fact that you are giving us a repitition of old arguments which I can- 
not permit. 

•alMi SARAT CHANDRA SASU: 1 have no wish to speak any 

longer so as to avoid being cplled to order. Rut 1 must jwotest against 
these attempts to hush me from the begining. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I move (hat the question be now put. 

Ttie Hofi’Wt Sir HUGH ITEPHENtON: 1 do not desire to speak 

any more. 

The motion of Mr. B. N. Sasmal was then put and a division 
claimed. 

Mr. H. i. iUHRAWARDY: I rise to a p4)int of order and it is 
this that you do not preside over the division. 

Mr. PREtIDENTi I have heard your point of order and I decide 
against it. 

Mr. H. E. tUHRAWARDY: On a point of procedure— 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would request the members 
earnestly not to practise any canvassing, pulling and dragging of 
members inside the Council Chamber. I hope the leaders of the 
partiee will see that my request is acceded to. 

Mr. M. SEN GUPTA: I do not think that that advice was at 
all necessary so far os this part of the House is concerned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT I I think you are quite justified, because I always 
found you to be ijuite orderly. 
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A divigion was then taken with the following reaulta: — 


AYtt. 


JkhMmU, Maalvl Aglmiiitfia. 

AhiMtfi Maafvi Zamior. 

•Agalii, eaeM R«mM CMMira. 
iaJitm Mauivi KaAir. 

‘••ntrjM, Or. eraaMtiMMMta. 

OM«rJft, Ma« iatya Kitiiara. 
■antr|M, Mr. A. 0. 

Oatai, Babtf Sarat Chandra. 

Oltwat, Mr. Abdul Latif. 

W9»*, tabu irloy KHthna. 
Ofiakravarti, tabu Jogindra Chandra. 
Ohakravorty, Babu tudarsan. 
«ChaU«rjM, Sabu Urntt Chandra, 
^haudhurif Mauivi falyad Abdur Hob. 
«Ohaudhurif Mai Martndranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurut Nw|. 
Chundtr, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oatt Dr. Mohini Mahan. 

Oat Qttnta, Or. 4, M. 

Oatta, labu Akhil Chandra. 

Oay, iabu iar od a Fraaad. 

Oatur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Oanfuly, habu Kbagandra Nath. 
Naldar, Mr. t. N. 

Hagttt, Mauivi tayadul. 

M aat a in, Mauivi Wahad. 

Hug, Mr. Mahbubul. 

Jaardar, Mauivi Aftab Haaaain. 
iChan, iabu Oabandra Ui. 


Khan, Mauivi Abdur flaathid. 

Khan, Mauivi Amanat 
Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahaamiad, Mauivi baaar. 

Malty, tabu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, babu dagandra Nath. 

Muharjaa, babu Tarahnath. 

Naahar, babu Ham Chandra. 

Naagi, babu Manmahan. 

QUAdar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Hay, babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, babu gurandra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud baahar. 

Ray, babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, babu gataaiariiiati. 

Ray, Dr. bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Chaudhurt, babu tallaja Nath. 

Ray OhaudhuH, Rai bahadur Satyandri 
Nath. 

•arkar,* babu Htmania Kumar. 

•arktr, babu Naliniranjan. 

•aimal, Mr. b. N. 
tan, Mr. N. C. 

•mi OURta, Mr. 4, M. 

•uhrawardy, Mr. H. $. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 

Vatin, Mauivi Muhammad. 


NOEb. 


Addamt-Williamt, Mr. C. 

.Addy, babu Amulya Dhant. 

Ahm^ Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

Ahtanullah, Mallah. 

All, Mauivi iayyad Aultan. 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

banarjaa, Rai bahadur Abinath Chandra, 
barma, Rai iahib hanahanan. 
batu, babu datindra Nath, 
birlay, Mr. L. 

Oamgball, Mr. K. 

Ohaknivarti, Mr. byamkat. 

Chaudhuri, tha Nan*bla Nawab bahadur 
Ulyld Navmb Ali, Khan bahadur. 

Child, Mr. R. N. 

ChaMdhury, Mauivi PaMal KaHm. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. d. 

Caagt r , Mr. 0. b. 

Oaraa r aa, Mr. b, d. 

Oravrfard, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, babu Cham Chandra. 

Oat, Rai bahadur Amar Nath. 

JOaud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

OanaM, tha Nan*bla Mr. d. 

Oaat, Rai bahadur byarl ial 
O r a mmia d . Mr. d. b. 

'^outt, iM* jb. i. 

baragui, glhaa bahadur K. b. M. 
^barraatar, Mr. d. b amg h i M . 


Ohuinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmt^ 
Khan. 

Coanka, Rai bahadur badridat. 

Cuba, Mr. b. N. 

Hag, Khan bahadur Kaii Zahtrul. 

Haard, Majar banaral Riahard. 

Haakynt, Mr. W. •. 

Haaaain, Nawab Maaharruf, Kbaa bahadur. 
Hug, Mauivi A. K. baiMil. 

Hug, Mauivi tkramul. 
damta, Mr. F. E. 
dtnnaway, Mr. d. H. 

Lai Ma h ama iad , Na|L 
Law, Raja Raahaa Cava. 

Liddalt, Mr. H. C. 

Undaay, Mr. d. H. 

Maaih, Mr. iyad M. 

Mittar, iir bra v a ah Ch un ddr. 

Marana, Dr. N. W. b. 

Margan, Mr. b. 

Makarli, Mr. b. C. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Naii a iad di a, Khala. 
batan, Mr. t. b. 

b a h l a w a n , Mauivi Md. Abdul duhhar. 
FhHib, Mr. d. Y. 

RahHn, Mr Abdm^^ 

Ralhai, Mr. braMMwa a Mtb. # 

Nail tha tlaa*bla Maharaja Kihaaaiih 
C ba a dr a . 
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nat mMMilMrl, Mr. k. e. 

Nay Halt MMMiatlia 

Nay, Mr. «. M. 

May, Mr. taHt aftataa. 

Nay, Naja Maailall iiaflk 
•arliar, MaaNi Allali talilMii. 
SiaHMM, Mr. 4. W. A. 


tMaatr, Mr* 1. A. 

•aaltm Mr. J. P, 

•M l H Nia n a, m mum* Mr Nam. 
taH ra taa r i y , Or. A. 

Travtn, Hr. W. L 
WilMa, Mr. N. N. 

WwMnaa, Mr. I. A* 


HI"' 


The Ayes being 57 and the Xi>es 72 the motion wa« loat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The maiutenain'e of the dignity and honour of 
the ('hair, us also of the privileges of the members of this House is 
the and foremost duty of the 1‘resident. However unpleasant 

this duty may Inuome on <H*<‘asi<ms, no President <‘an shirk from jwr- 
forming it, and it is a matter of siueei'e gnitiiication iu me that the 
House as a whole stands by its President to-night in the action wdiich 
the reH{M»nsihility of his ni>t very pleasant otfice had led him to take 
on Thursday last. 

Gentlemen of the (’ouncil I offer you my most grateful thanks for 
upholding the dignity ul the Hou.s«« as also of its President. (Hear, 
hear.) 

I understand that the Government do not pri>ptise to Ining forw'urd 
the Hills to-day, I thrrefi>re |>ass on to the demands bn* grants. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINEii. 

Damands far grants. 

a A.~Foratt Capital outlay ohirgiil to Ravanua. 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORSBTB] 
(the HoiVblo Nawab Bahadur Salyid Nawab All Chaudburiv Khan 
Bahadur): 1 gave notice of this motion ns it was at first thought that 
a new demand must be made becuiuse of the division of expenditure 
on Fiuests under two heads. I now understand that this motion is 
unnecessary for account purposes and I tj^erefore beg leave to with- 
draw' it. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ That a sum of K«. 50,000 l)e granted for expenditure under the 
head * 8 A, — Forest Capital outlay charged to revenue 

tL— Qaiiand AdaiifiisIrMlon. 

MBMBBR iiiaiMfiaaf APPOiNTMBNT DBPARTMiilT (Hit 

I On the recommeudaiioii of &ia X:^el* 
leacy the Governor I move that a sum of Re. 64,000 be irraNted under 

2B 
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the JJTlI * 22^-4]ba«nil AdmiBietreiioii ^ m iieeoiiiit of eidariee for 
actual peliods of work of the Mmieteni who reeigned owing to the total 
refusal of Iheir salaries by the Council. 

i 

Mr. PltfilDCMTS There is a good deal of noise in the Hou#^»|^ 
I would ask the members to" gire Sir Hugh Stephenson a patiellt 
hearing. 

Mr. A. C. SANERdEEs Sir, there is a good deal of conTersation 
going on on the other side of the House and I hope that the remarks 
apply to them too. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS When 1 address the Council I address the whole 
House and not Mr. A. C. Banerjee in particular. 

TN Hon*bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: In moving this grant 1 
do not propose to make a speech. The motion is made in accordance 
with a resolution passed in this House. At the time when the resolu- 
tion was passed I told the House that it would be necessary to bring 
this motion for a grant to carr^' out the resolution. As a matter of 
fact we could have found the money othenvise but I thought it right 
that as the House passed the resolution 1 should place this grant 
^fore the House. 1 do tnist that if there is any discussion on this 
grunt, we shall not re-open the whole past history and discuss the 
whole thing from the begining. The House passed a resolution which, 
I understand, w-as consentcnl to by all parties that this money should 
be paid. It is for the House to grant the money and I hope they will 
do so without further discussion. 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: I m(»ve that the demand 
of Rs. 64,000 luider the head “ 22. — General Administration ** be 
reduced by Rs. 62,000. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 64,000 under the head “ 22. — General Administration be reduced 
by Rs. 16,000. 

It will appear from the Government of India Act that the salary 
of the Ministers should l>e the same as that of the Hon'ble Member of 
the Executive Council unless it is reduced by this Council. Therefore 
the (|ue(vtjon is as to what should be the reasonable salary of the Hon’ble 
Minister. I think, Sir, it should be in accordance with the state of 
the finance of this Government. We all know that we have already 
been overburdened with heavy taxation. We all know that in order 
to meet the deficit of our budget we have been under the painful 
necessity of passing taxation Bills under which we have been obliged 
to materially increase tbe rates of stamp and conrt-fees and we have 
lately increased the rate of registration fee and we all know that owing 
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I Udt ei irnAt wm imtt not b«9n Abl# to pnmde 
i diiiilniif^mter in ik» ]Bttli«Mil and tiiat we have not been able to 
il^onrage primary edncation» aerienltural education « medical ednca- 
Idiliy comiaercial and indnatrial edacattoA in Calcutta a« well aa in 
tber parti of Beniral. Therefore 1 think it is adviialde to fix such 
aalMry which may be in a^^ordance with the state of our finance«» 
t the same time it should be such as may be c’onsisieut with the 
ignity of the po«t. Therefore, Sir, 1 am of opinion that it ihould 
e fixed at Ha. 4,000 per month instead of at Rs. as iugfr^ted 
y the mover of this grant. It should not be more than R«. 4,000 
ec'auHe even the salary of an Hoirble Judge of the High Court of Cal- 
utta is not more than Rs. t.tKK) a month. It should not be leas than 
ts. 4,000 be<*ause the salary of the Meralwr of the Board of Revenue 
» Rs/ 3,500, that of the Divisional (Commissioner Rs. 3,tKK), that of the 
ecretaries uf the seveinil departments of the (government R«. 2,750 and 
hat of the Chairman of the ('aleutta Improvement Trust Hs. 3.000 and it 
lav be said that the pay of the Chief Exei*uti%’e Officer of the t^al- 
utta CorfKinitiou is Us. 1.50<j hut I must say that this salary is too 
)w for the duties which have lieeu entrusted to him. I am therefore 
f oi>inion that Us. 4,(MKI should he the proper salary of tho Hon’ble 
finister and specially as he is not allowe^l to carry on his profession 
r liusiue‘« and it will api>ear from tho re|Kirt of the Heforms Ktiquiry 
ommittec that the uiiniiuiiin salary of this |M)st should 1 h» Rs. 3,2(K) 
month ami further it appears from the rejM»rt of those memheis who 
ave signed the Minority Report that that shouhl W the minimum 
dory. Cmlei- these circumstances, having regard to the dignity of 
he office, haring regard to the .state of finance, 1 urn stmngly of 
pinion that the salary tdiould l»e fixed at Rs. 4,tH)0 and I recommend 
lie proiwisal for the consideration of this House. 

The following motion was railed hut not moved: — 

B9lni HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR to move that the demand 
r»r Rs. under the head ‘ 22. — Oeneral Administration * be 

Nluced by Rs. IfiJtOO.” 

Mr, A. 0. BANERJEE: With regard to this motion I should like 
[) gay just a few words liecaiise I know that (capital has been made, 
olitteal capital has been sought to be made of the fact that we over- 
brew the two Ministers who happened to 1)6 Muhammadans. It has 
een stated outside the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerjee, what has been stated outside 
be House is not relevant inside the House. Will you please try and 
efrain from referring to that? 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Very well, Hir. It has been stated that 
re dethroned them from their office because of the creed of these two 

23a 
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gentlenieiL, because they were MuhamiiLadaiia. That ia not Uie fa^t 
Are we not going to rote for their salaries to-day? What we opposed 
to was that they should carry on the dirty work of Ministers. But 
they having done the work we are going to pay for their labour as everj 
labourer is worthy of his hire. By our vote we deihonstrated on a 
previous occasion that we were in favour of their salaries being paid. 
If they were Hindus or Christians we would have done exactly the same 
thing. There is not the least justification for the assertion which has 
been made that they were overthrown because they were Muhammadan.<^ 
and I am perfectly certain having voted in favour of a resolution foi 
giving them their salaries we shall vote in favour of the motion to-day: 
for after all we an* gentlemen on t}ii.M side of the House at all events 
and us gentlemen knowing that we possess jK)wer will not abuse it. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: May I rise to a jwint of order. 
It has been decided only recently 

PRE8I0ENT: Mr. Basu you know the rules of the House 
You cannot make a sp(»ec*h on a i>oiiit of order. What is your point 
of order? 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U! It is this: that when a grant 
has been made it should’ not l)e rediscusMMl in Ccnincil. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You are cpiite wrong Mr. Basu. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8Us Tn that case I exhort the gentle- 
men of the House to do what they have done once. They have granted 
the salaries of those two Ministers and they ’>h(»uld not resile from that 
position now. 

Tha Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: 1 sympathise witl 
Mr. Addy la'cause I understand that he has never got the opportunity 
of getting a re.solution of his own discussed in the Council. But I dc 
think that he might have kept his observations of this afterimon til 
the Budget debate. I think the House vvill agree with me that thii 
is not the time to raise the question of what is or what is not the righi 
salary for a Minister. The House has expressed, as Mr. Bauerjec 
said, its intention of giving them their past salaries. I therefore asl 
the Council to pa.ss the grant. 

The motions of Babu Kliagendra Nath Ganguly and Babu Amulyi 
Dhoiie Addy were then put and lost. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

** That a sum of Rs. 04.000 be granted under the head *22. — Genera 
Administration ' on account of salaries for the actual period i 
4f work of the Ministers who reeigned owing to the tota 
refusal of their salaries by the Council.” 
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Mr— Oitit Wtrkt not oiiurgMl to wmm* 


MiMIlR ill oharM of OEFARTMIIIT of FUiLIC WORKS (Oil 
||» H*Si O Mr. J. Dotliklt On Ibe recommendation of Hia blxcellency tbe 
OoTernor I move that a sum of Rh. 9 , 5 t>, 0 (K) he under the head 

** 00 — Civil Works not charged to revenue**. 

Sir, this is purely a matter of ac(*ount. The House voted this money 
for the construction of police buildings and as I told the House before 
instead of being a charge to revenue it should be a charge on capital. 
This motion is intended to change the debit from revenue to capital. 
This amount a-ill lie met by a loan. The ex|ie!uliture has been going 
on and instead of mi^eting it out of our revenues we are now going to 
meet it out of the loan whicli we will get from the (Government of India. 


Mniftvi ASIMUDOIN AH AM AD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 9,56, (XK) under the head “(Xt. — Civil Works not charged to revenue’* 
be i*e fused. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

** BiIni BORODA PR08AD OEY: That the demand of Us. 9,r)6,0(Ki 
under the head ‘ 60.-— (*ivil Works not charged to revenue ’ be reduccnl 
by Rs. 4,78,000.” 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. 4 , DONALD: I would just like to say a word. 
If iny moticm is n(>t (unied, the money will he debited to revenue 
instei^ of to loan. The Council will remeinlH^r that it agreed that 
this money should be met by loan and not from ivveiiue. So if my 
motion is not curried, the money will merely l>e a charge on our revenues 
instead of a loan. 

Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad’s motion was (hen jmt and lost. 

The motion that a .sum of Us. 9,56, (MM) Ih‘ granted under the head 
(M).-_Civil Works not charged to revenue ” was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AMMt>Willt«m«, Mr. C. 

AMy, SalHi Amutya Dkern. 

AlMMA, Mamvi T«yMNi#iifi. 

Aktanultth, Mollali. 

All, Mftwlvi SayyMl SaltML 

•wwrlM, lUI MiAttf AMfMtii OlMuiSra. 

■anna, flat taMA Aaaiiwium. 

SaMi, latlfiSra Nata. 

Sirtoy^ Mr. L. 

Nan. All, Kkaa .UaAir. 

OiMMHUMVf •aaliM fallal KaHai. 
g fpt r, Mr. S. S. 
e t t atr aa , Mr. A. 4. 


Crawfertf, Mr. T. C. 

Om« SaAit OAani dianart. 

Oat. Aal Saiiaaiir aaiar Mata. 

Dawif Mr. M. 

0*» Mr. a. C. 

Deiiaia, tM Heairt* Mr. 4. 

OMt, Mat iaMaHr fyari Lai. 

OnffiH»oiMl, Mr. 4. 0* 

Own, Mr. S. •* 

Far«aal« imafi MtUm K. tt. M. 
rerfMtM'. Mr. A ftMapAia. 
mmamwi, ftaHli Mr. A. K. AAa AAmtS 
KAaa. 

OitiMia. Hal saliaSiir l a f rlf aa , 

OaAa, Mr. f. A. 

Naa. RMH* iaiNMar KaM taMfiA. 
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mtirti, MAltr a ti u r l flimri. Ilftilifll, Sir AkMs 

HtphyiM, Mr. W. t. Ray, Man NBRtMlr* Maraywi. 

NtMiiii, N«mib MiMlMrrttf, KBmi UMur. itay, tiM Hwi’M# MaiHumla 


Hm, MMiM a. K. FaiMif. 

Hyq, HMlvi fkramul. 
iMMm, Mr. P. I. 

4«iifiAway, Mr. 4, N. 

Ul MAkaniiiittf, H«Ji. 

LiMrilt Mr. H. C. 

LlaAiay, Mr. 4, H. 

MMik, Mr. tyta M. 

Mittor, Sir aravath Chanatr. 

Martna, Dr. H. W. ■. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Natimtiaaia, Kfcaja. 

Oatta, Mr. f. F. 

Fahlawan, Mawlvi Ma. Abaul Jabtoar. 
Fhlfiii, Mr. 4, V. 


OMmira. 

Ray DiHMaaiiiri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray CluuNllMiri, Raja Mamaatfia Nata. 
Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Mr. TaHt Rliiataa. 

Ray, Raja Maailall iingH. 

•arltar, Maalvi Allaa Rufcfnh. 
taa, Mr. N. 0. 
iimpaaa, Mr. a. W. A. 

•Maaar, Mr. t. A. 

•aaiRi, Mr. a. F. 

ttaiMaataa, tlia Haii'M# Sir Mufli. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Wilaan, Mr. R. R. 

WaaaiMaa, Mr. a. A. 


AAaaiaa, MaiHvi Atimiiaatn. 

Ahaiaa, Maulvi Zannar. 

DaBtAi, Babu RaaiM Chanara. 
Baaarjaa, Or. FraaiatAanatb. 

BanarjM, Baba tatya Kitbart. 
BanarjM, Mr. a. c. 

Bitwat, Mr. Abaul Latif. 

Baat, Babu Bajay Kriabna. 
Obahravarti, Babu Jaflnara Cbanara. 
Obauaburl, Maulvi Aalyaa Abaur Rab. 
Cbauaburi, Rai Naranaranatb. 
Obunaar, Mr. Ninaal Obanara. 

Oaa, Or. Mabini Mahan. 

Oaa Bupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhll Chanara. 

Day, Babu Baraaa Fraaaa. 

Ranfuly, Babu Khaaanara Rath. 
Hataar, Mr. t. N. 

Naq, Shah tyaa Imaaaul. 

Haqua, Maulvi aayaaul. 

Naaaain, Maulvi Wabaa. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubul. 
aaaraar, Maulvi Attab Naaaain. 

Khan, Babu Oabanara Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Abaur Raaahia. 

The Ayes beinjr ^5 uixl the 


NOES. 


Khan, Maulvi Mabi uaain. 
Mahammaa, Maulvi Baaar. 

Malty, Babu Mabanara Natb. 

Mit^ Ba^ aatanara Natb. 
Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknatb. 

Natkar, Babu Ham C^'tnara. 

Naofi, Babu Manmoban. 

Quaaer, Maulvi Abaul. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah CbanUra. 

Ray, Babu Burtnara Natb. 

Ray, Dr. Kumua tankar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatba Natb. 

Ray, Babu iataaivripati. 

Ray, Dr. Biahan Chanara. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sanfcar. 

Roy Cbauaburi, Babu tailala Natb. 
•arkar, Babu Homanta Kumar, 
•arbor, Babu Naliniranjan. 

•aomal, Mr. B. N. 

•tn CupU, Mr. J. M. 

•ubrawaray. Dr. A. 

•tthrawaray, Mr. H. B. 

Tarataar, Maulvi Rajib uaain. 
Yatin, Maulvi Mubammaa. 

Noes 50, the motion was carried. . 


Lotus and Adwanoss. 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the HsiPMs 
Mfwd* DonakO* On the retHmimendation of His Excellency the Governor 
I beg to move that a sum of Re. 15,00,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ** lioana and Advances being the first instalment of 
a loan of R«. 60 lakhs to be advanced to the Port Commissioners, Chitta- 
gong, for the development of the port 

This demand is the result of the resolution passed in this Council 
on the ITfii of August last on the motion of Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaud* 
hury. It has been explained in the Memorandum which has already 
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Wn circulated to xmmhers of this Houee. It i« loally , 

*? ^ derelopmeut of the 

Port of Chittagong. We do not etand to lo«e by this: we only guar- 

Tu j i" « BToat 

likelih^ of this iKirf becoming within a ver,- shoH time a major port 

When it will be taken over by the Government of India and we ahall be 
recouped for any expenditure incurreii. I do not pnijaiee to aav mon. 
on the iK)int as the matter was thoioujrhly discussed in August last. 


k 0M0M6 ADOY: Sir, I beg to supinirt this motion, 

but at the mine time I beg to make one suggestion for the favourable 
f^imderatiou of the Hon'hle Memlier. It apfiears that the main terms 
on which the loan will he taken by the Goveniment of Bengal are as 
follows : The loans are for 60 years and the payment of interest and 
sinking fund charges by (he Port Commissioners will lie deferred for 
10 years and the interest will lie paid by the PoH Commissioners on 
the expiry of that <>eriml. Thus it appearn that the Goveniment of 
Bengal shall have to pay interest to the Government of India for 10 
years continuously and taking the interest at 5 |>er cent, per annum 
on Its. 50 lakhs, it will ]{s. 2} lakhs per annum for 10 yeai-s, which 
will amount to 25 lakhs. I admit that under the terms of the 
loan the Port Commissioners shall have to pay this amount to 
the Government after 10 years, hut I beg to submit that for a jieriod 
of 10 years this (jovernnient shall have to pay interest nt the rate of 
Its. .2* laklis. Sir, it is the Government of India which is vitally 
interested in the iinjirovement of the Port of (niittagtmg, ns the customs 
duty which is realifipd by Governiiienl goes to the coffers of the Gov- 
ernment of India and not to those of the Government of Betigal. For 
n period of 10 years the provincial Government shall have to pay 
interest at the rate of Hs. 2i lakhs jier annum amounting to Ks. 26 
lakhs. I admit that the Port Commissioners of Chittagtmg shall have 
to rejiay it after 10 years, hut at the same lime having regard to the 
several re([uirements of this Government for the improvement of sanita- 
tion and encouragement of education, it will l>e a soun e of great hard- 
ship on us if we are called uinm to pay interest of Us. 2i lakhs i»er 
annum for 10 years. As I have already said, it is in the inteirest of the 
Glovernment of India to improve the Port of Chittagong, and so we may 
tnake a representatioii •U) the Government of India to relieve us of this 
interest. I do not object to this motion, at the ^me time I make these 
luggestions for the consideration of the Hon'ble Member. 


Tlli NonHMt Mr. J. OONALDi I should first like to say that it 
* not a case of putting down Rs. 26 lakhs. It is Rs. 2^ lakhs a year 
pread over 10 years. But as I said it is more than likely that 
rithin a few years — ^it may be neat year or the year after-«-this port 
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may become a major port, and tbe Bengal €k>Temmeiii will gob back 
from tbe Government of India tbe amount of tbe loan taken iip4o>dalb 
with any interest that has been paid. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to; — 

** That a sum of Its. 15,00,000 be granted for expenditure under tbe 
bead ** Ix>ans and Advances ”, being tbe first instalment of a loan of 
Rs. 50 lakhs to be advanced to tbe Port Commissioners, Chittagong, for 
tbe development of the port.” 

Adjaurnment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 o’clock on Thursday, tbe 
26th February, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Pyotwiittp •! tin liiifil UgislalliM Cowioil mmiiMnI UMlir tlit 
prewi si om «r tlit Covtmmiiit ef India Aot 

The Council met in tbe Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta^ 
on Thurndny, the 25th Februan*, 1926, at ‘1 p.m. 

Pratant: 

The Hon'ble the President (Kuiuai Siiiii Shi>'kuakks\v\k Ray) in’ 
the ('hair, the four Ilon'ble MeinWi's of the Exec'utive Council and IL‘1* 
nominated *and ele<*ted membei’s. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Covarnmant Bills. 

Tha Calcutta Port (Amandniafit) Bill, 192S. 

MEMBER in charga of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'hir 

Mr. 4 , Donald): I be^^ to intitxluce a Hill further to amend the Calcutta 
Port Act, 1890. 

Til is Hill is intended to f^ive effect to a reconimeiHlution of the Deck 
IVssenger-s (Committee who recommended that shelters for deck 
passenjfcrs should he coiiNtructed at ports where there is a rejrular pas- 
senjrer traffic of any extent and that where Ihirt Trusts exist, the erec- 
tion of suitable structure^ should he made u liability of the Port fund. 
The Hill which I intniduce is intendetl to ^n've the l^irt authorities of 
(.'aleutta the power to utilise these fund> for the erection of shelters for 
the protection of deck jiasseii^^ers. 

The Swretury then i‘ead the short title of the Hill. 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. d. DONALD: I he^ to move that the said Hill bo 
taken into consideration. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: 1 rise to make an inquiry 
of the Hon'ble Member in char^fe of the Bill. 1 understand that Mr. 
Donald wanta to introduce a Hill for amending; the <‘onsti(uf ion of the 
Calcutta Port Trust. Would it not he <lesirahle to take up this c|iiestioii 
along with the question which has just at present l»een raised before the^ 
Council? Tbe introduction of a consolidated Bill will be of great help. 
I therefore make the suggestion that instead of bringing in piecemanl 
legislation the (lovemment should bring forward a comwdidated measure 
to ammid the constitution and to make such other changes in the* 
Calaitta Port Act as may be thought necessary. 
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Babll BORODA PROBAD DIY S The Bill as introduced is quite a 
.small one and appears to be a movement in the right direction because 
it only provides for shelters to be erected for the benefit of the pa^en- 
gersy but what I want to inquire, and what 1 cannot understand is thiii 
that when certain resolutions were sent in in connection with the affairs 
-of the Calcutta Port Trust, those resolutions were disallowed on the 
ground that it was a concern not of this Government, but of the Govern- 
ment of India; certain questions were also disallowed on the same 
.ground. So I cannot understand that if it is a concern of the Govern- 
ment of India and not of the Government of Bengal, how can this Bill 
be introduced in this Council. 

Tha Honlila Mr.d. DONALD: I see no reason for deferring this and 
•delaying it pending the introduction of a Bill for amending the* consti- 
tution of the Calcutta Port Trust. This is a different matter and 
intended only to carry out the recommendations of the Deck Passengers 
•Committee. 

As regards the point raised by Babu Boroda Prosad Dey the reason 
why this matter is brought in this Oouncil is that legislation with regard 
to the Calcutta Port is so far a matter for the Bengal EefgiBlative 
Council . The Act is a Bengal Act and it is therefore for us to amend 
it. 

The motion that the Calcutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1926, be taken 
into consideration was then put and afgreed to. • 

Tha Hon’bte Mn I. DONALD: I beg to move that the Calcutta Port 
^Amendment) Bill, 1926, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


TN Oaloutti Miifiinlpil (Ama nd mut) Bilti 1996. 

MEMBER in ohargf of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL BELP- 
DOVERNMENT (tho Honlilo Mihoftjt Kshiimiih OtiiiiiNi Riqf 

Bahidliri of Nadia): I beg to introduce a Bill further to amend the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, 192*1. 

'The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Tho Hon*lilo Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY BMiaBiir, 
^ Nadia: Before I move this motion I beg to inform you that all the 
members except Mr. Barton have communicated tbeir consent to serve 
on the Select ^mmittee. Mr. Barton I hear is lying ill in hospital. 1 
eMkyourjpermission, Sir, to exclude Mr. Barton's name from my motion. 
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Bjr the leave of the Cotmcil, the aeme of Mr. B. Berton was exclud* 
ed from the motion. 

Tlw'ltoiHbto Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
-af Nadia: I beg to move that the said Bill be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee eonsistinjr of Mr. J. G. Drummond, Mr. D. J. Cohen, Mr. F. E. 
James, o.b.£m Maulvi Ahdur Kaschid Khan, Sir Ahd-ur-Hahiiu, k.c.s.x.* 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Bahu Dehi Prosad Khaitan, Bahu .lutindra Nath 
Basu, Raja Reshee Case I.aw, r.i.E., Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, Bahu 
Amulya Dhone Addy, Mr. A, C. Banerjee and the mover, with instruc- 
tions to submit their report a.s soon as possible and that the number of 
meml^rs whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall 
be five. 

The Calcutta High Court has recently ruled in the case of Bnnifqml 
vt. Corporation of Calcutta, that the Corporation oonstitutsd under 
Bengal Act III of 19J23, has no power to take proceedings in reifteot of 
breaches of the building, regulations committed heldm that Act eami 
into force. This decision is based on the fact that there is no prnidslofi 
in the new Act substituting the present Corporatkm for the Qenint} 
Committee which under the r^eided Benigal Act III of wa# 
entitled to initiate such proceedtags. As a 
Corporation k poweiless to take ptocoadinign io ofae 
serious infringements of the buildtng were cminitted 
old Act was in force. The Bill proposes to lake power for t^ Cknpo^ 
iion to initiate or continue prooeed^ net o»lf .in ot h tni khee 

of building regulations but for any breaeh of the repealed Act of IflWh 
For the purpose of such legal proeeedii^ts and of all matters ineldiiltld 
thereto, it is necessary that the powers and duties of the OeiuntI Gom»^ 
mittee and of the Chairman under the M Aot should Test in At Coi^ 
poration and the Chief Executive (HBcer, re^MMstii^. As a aeesusik)' 
sequel it is proposed to validate the re-institution of xnagiitttlial and ^ 
other proceedings which may have been d i a p oaed of on tbe strengA of 
the High Court judgment refen*ed to. Thk power of A« Ooi^Mmation 
to initiate proc^eedink* has, however, been limited to a period of six 
months from the passing of the Bill. 

The Corporation should also hare power to deal with applications 
for abandonment of acquisition under tbe old Act and to fix the amount 
of the exemption fee as required by section 35 of that Act. It is, there- 
fore, proposed to vest the Obrporation generally with the powers and 
duties of the General Committee under the Act o^f 1899 in respect of all 
matters whatsoever which have arisen under the provisions of that Act. 

I would therefore commend my motion for tbe acceptance of the 
House. 



m 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[25th Fm 


MiUlvi SAYEOUL HOQUE: I beg to move, by way of amendmeat, 
that in the motion of the Hon^ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after 
the name of Mr. A. C. Banerjee the following names be inserted, 
namely: — 

“ Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq Cbaudhury, 

Maulvi Wabed Hossain, 

Babu Naliniranjan Karker, 

Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 

Mr. Nirmal Chandra Chunder, 

Maulvi Asimuddiii Ahaniud, 

Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, 

Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, 

Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose.'’ 

In putting this aruendinent I have nothing more to say except that 
when any official Bill is introduced in this 'House we often hear that 
these Bills are not to be taken into (*onsiderntion, but the question is 
whether it is a piecemeal Bill or a big Bill. My position is this when- 
ever necessity arises for any kind of Bill to be inti'oduced in this Council, 
whether it be piecemeal or any other kind of Bill, our misfortune is 
that we meet with opposition fnun the Govemment side. With these 
words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; 1 lise to opjiose the 
amendment on the (piestion of principle. I think, Sir, we are all 
agreed that the present pructi<'e with regard to Sele< t (knnmittees is 
very unsatisfactory. The object of a Select ('ommittee is that it should 
be a committee of this House to examine a Bill on behalf of the House, 
not putting forward a particmlur line of policy or representing a parti- 
cular party, but it should be a Committee to examine the Bill on behalf 
of the wh(de House. The Select (kmimittee’s report has no validity; it 
ia merely a report t(» the House and it has to be eventually decided by 
the H(»use whether the views of the Select Committee shall be main- 
tained or not. Now, Sir, if that is the position, the Select Comiiiittee 
ought to be a micitu’o.sm of the House; it ought to repre.sent in itself 
on a small scuile the conqMJsition of the House. I understand that in the 
House of (^’ommoivs, Select CommitWes are apjminted more or less auto- 
matically, that is to say. the number of the Select Committee is 
determined by the Member of Government introducing the Bill, and 
the composition of the Select Committee as so determined is automat^ 
ically in ac'cordanee with the composition of the House, that is to say, 
that on a Select (kimmittee of 20 so many members shall be drawn from 
the Conservaijive party, so many from the Liberal party and so many 
from the Labour party, in accordance with actual composition of the 
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Hoii«e. the number i» deeideti, the Whips of eueh purfy send 

in the namds of those who they desire to «er%*e on the Committee. There- 
fore there is no difficulty whatever in forming Select Committees in the 
House of Commons. I have already mentioned this (juestion to you, Sir, 
and I am hopeful that with your assistance we will l)e able to devise some 
method in this Council of arriving at Sele<d Committees on an automatic 
systtm. The piesent position, as I said, is iinsatisfactoiy. 8o far as 
Government Bills are concerned we do endeavour to consult the Wliips 
of ^e various parties and take their advice as to whnt meml>ers of those 
pai^s shall be put'<lown on any particular Committee, and we 
endpBvour to put on the Select Committee people wIk) have some 
knowledge oi* imciest in the subject. Then we come into Council with 
our pr(»posals for Select Committee and are immediate]) met by a large 
number of amendments suggesting that several gentlemen sbould be 
added which plai-es ih in a extremely embariavssing jmsition. We have 
no objection to jbe individuals and we would weleome any help of the 
individual mentioned. It is exceedingly embaiTas.sing to us to have 
to get up and (kpp(»xe the admission <if an\b<Kly to a vSelect ('omiuitteo, 
and so far we have always ac(‘ep(ed the mnuimitionH made in this 
Council. But the practice, T think, is rather growing; an individual 
member rd the Hoilsc feels a dt^in* to come upon a Select (Committee, 
he is dithdent about piitposing himself and be therefore proposes 4 or 5 
other names generally peo|)le of his own party and suggests that the 
whole of them should he put upon the (^uiiiuittee. In this pariieuhir 
instance we have a SehM-t Committee propost*d by (iovemmeut of 14 
members, and the mover of this amendment prxiposes 1 (j add himself and 
9 others. That makes the Select Committee almost unmantigeahle for 
a Bill of this kind. As I say, there is particular advantage in having 
a large innnhei of one purtieulai* party on the Select (’tnnmitlee 
because it is not the Select Committee* who decides <»n the Bill, it is the 
House and all we want on the Select (’ommitlee is a ivpresentation of 
all the views of all se<dions ot the House, and one iiiemher is (juite com- 
petent to represent tloise views on behalf of his particular party. 

Pending the possibility of arriving at some automat ie aiTangemeni 
which will commend itself to the IIiHise generally, I think that I ought 
to take this opportunity of protesting against this growing practice and 
opposing his amendment to add to the number of this particular 
Committee. 

Balw BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE* So far os the present Bill is con- 
cerned, I do not think that a Select Committee consistin^f of even 14 
members is necessary for the consideration of the subject. The Bill is 
for the purpose of an amendment of a particular section of the Act, and 
1 do not think the labours of the Belect Committee will take more than 
half an hour in coming to a certain decision. As to what Hir Hugh 
Stephenson said abemt the composition of Select Oammittees. it was 
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very interestirng undoubtedly, but as it is a general question which has 
no application to the present case — which is a very very small matter 
— I need say nothing at present. I do not Giink Maulvi Sayedul Hoque 
will be justified in pressing his amendment. It is a small matter and 
would not take more than half an hour. The Corporation discussed this 
matter, so did the Estates and General Purposes Committee, and we 
came to a certain conclusion, and the Government Bill is on the lines 
of the recommendation of the Calcutta Corporation. There is no ques* 
tion of principle involved. This Bill is for the purpose of enabling the 
Corporation to take action with regard to certain matters in which a 
certain department of the Corporation is finding difficulty in carrying 
out certain measures. 

Therefore, I do not think that my friend the Maulvi Sahib should 
press his amendment. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; With regard to i^hat Sir Hugh 
Stephenson has said regarding the personnel of the Select Committees, 
I find on looking at the names of the 14 members suggested, 9 belong 
to the Government block, so that unless you do have in this Council 
separate parties with a definite party programme, I do not see how 
the procedure which he has mentioned with regard to the House of 
Commons can be followed in this Council. It i^ therefore unnecessary 
to speak on this as a general question of principle. It is, however, 
necessary sometimes for members of this side of the House to safeguard 
their interests and get sufficient representation as one of tl»e biggest 
and well chosen parties in this Council — I mean the Nationalist party- 
on this side of the House, and therefore, until Sir Hugh Stephenson 
can show on what basis he is getting the different members of this 
House, whether he will include the Liberal and non-official European 
blot:k and the Government block in one group or whether he would put 
them in different groups, I do not see how that ])riuciple can be worked. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I am inclined to support the amendment 
of the Maulvi Sahib. I do not find that the Swaraj party group in 
this House has been properly represented on this Committee, for look- 
ing down the list I find a solitary name representing that party, while 
Government is strongly represented. We are told that we should 
arrive at some definite settlement with regard to the representation 
of Parties on such committees; unless and until this is done we should 
insist on including the names of those gentlemen who are interested 
and who signify their assent in writing that they are willing ito serve 
on the Committee. 1 say this because I find very inadequate representa- 
tion of the Swaraj party on the Committee for this Bill. I like to be 
fair to my opponents, however much I may oppose them in this Council 
in other matters. I, therefore, cordially support the amendment of 
Maulvi Sayedul Hoque. 
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V pBe word more, I un gl«d to notice that a member qf tke Anglo* 
Indian oommunity was origiitally included by the Maharaja on 
Ckunmittee though illness has debarred him from coutinning on the 
^mmittee. It is a tardy recognition 'by the Maharaja of the rights 
of Anglo*Indians, to shoulder the res}>onsibilities of office, along with 
the other communities of the province. 


Tht Hofi’Ma Maharaja KSHAUNItH GRANDRA RAY lahatfiir, af 
Nadias I have little to odd to what has been said by Babu Bejoy Ki'ishna 
Bose who ha» met all the arguments of the other side. It has Iwetr 
aigued that the Swaraj party has not been fully represented; but as- 
H matter of fart, I must w»y, that this- Bill is on the lines of the 
re<'ommeudatiou of tlie Calcutta Coi*|K>rat ion where the Swai’aj party 
is in the majority, and this Bill also represents their views. I do not 
think there is any reason for this ameiMlment, and I therefore oppose 
it. 

The motion of Maulvi Stjyednf Hoque wa.s then put and lost. 

The following motion of the*Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Ohandrai 
Ray Bahadur of Nadin was then put and agreed to: — 

“That the Calcutta Municipal (Aiiiendineiit) Bill, 192G, be refer- 
red to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. J. G. Drummond, Mr. D. J. 
Cohen, Mr, F. E. James, o.’ .E., Maulvi Alalur Uaschid Khan, Sir 
Abd-ur-Rabim, k.(’..s.i., Mr. H. S.. Suhi-nwardy, Buhu Debi Prosad 
Khaitan, Babu Jatindru Nath Busu, Itaju lieshee Case Law, (M.e., 
Rai Hurendranatb (Mmudhuri, Balm Amulya Dhone Addy, Mr. A. (\ 
Banerjee and the mover, with instructionK io submit their rejKirt us 
soon as [wssiblc and that (he number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary t(; constitute a ({uoiuin shall be five.’* 


Covfmfiiefit Rmolutiofi. 

MEMBER in ohafgt of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS [ RAIL- 
WAYS] (tho Hon’ble Mr. 4 » Donald)r Fbeg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Governmenf that' tbe>' do authorise the Railway 
authorities to make provision in the structure of the Bally Railway 
Bridge to allow for the construction roadways for ordinary vehicular 
and foot traffic, at a coat not exceeding Rs. 10 lakhs. 

I do not imagine, Sir, that the members of this House will *bave for- 
gotten the resolutu)]] whicfi I moved' in the last session of this Council,, 
or the fata of that resolution. Since the last' debate on the subject there 
bas been a good deal of discussion, and the Calcutta Corporation, the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust and other bcidies have passed resolutions 
favouring the proposal and urging its adoption. At' the same time we* 
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bare received a request ngned by many repieaentatire members of this 
House asking that in view of these facts the matter be again placed 
before the Council. It wpuld not be proper to ignore these insislent 
representafions, and for that reason I am bringing this case before the 
House again to-day. It will be observed that the resolution which I 
put forward to-day is somewhat different to that which I put forward 
uon the last occasion. It is now limited to the immediate commitment 
which need be entered into. The Railway authorities are going to build 
a railway bridge across the river Hooghly at Bally. The structure of 
the bridge can be so designed that in addition to railway tracks facilities 
can be provided for the construction of roadways and footpaths. The 
Railway authorities are going to build the bridge for railway purposes. 
I do not know^ what that bridge will cost them, but whatever the sum 
may be, an additional Rs. 10 lakhs w'ill enable them so to design it that 
whenever W’e desire to do so, we can provide roads and footpaths. 
It cun be so designed that it will be possible to make two roads or path- 
ways whenever we desire to do so. I think it will be readily iintlerstood 
that the extra weight which would ]>e involved by the new roads and 
their users reijuiies a much stronger bridge than that necessary for 
carrying purely railway tracts. Piers and girders, for example, would 
require strengthening, and if members of the House will look at the 
plans J have hung up in the lobbies they will .see that necessary wipgs 
would have to be provided to carry the tratlic roads. The expenditure 
necessary for all this is, as 1 have said, ten lakhs more than the ordiiiuiy 
railw'ay bridge will cost. T have referred to this as the immediate 
x'ommitment. I jet me explain this more precisely. The pioject for the 
railw'HV bridge is now' in band, the Railway Engineers are already 
designing the bridge — and in order to design it they must know' the 
weight the bridge is goiiiK to carry — they must know wdiether the 
piers should he strong enough to (‘urry heavy roads — they must know' 
if the wings are to he provided in order ft) determine their superstructure 
with all the stresses and strains that the bridge will be subjected to. 
They cannot, therefore, definitely design the hiidge unless they know 
■definitely one w'ay or the other, wdieiher we want them to design a 
bridge which w'ill be capable of carrying roadways. If we do not tell 
them this now, the engineers will design a bridge sufHcient merely for 
railway purposes, and it w'ill be hereafter impossible for them to make 
4iiuy alteiation or any provision for roads whatever. 

Now, the time will come — it is sure to come sooner or later, when 
more bridges must be constructed across the Hooghly for traffic purposes. 
The Howrah bridge may suffice at the moment, but as Calcutta develops, 
and it is sure to develop, more bridges will be essential. (Hear, hear.) 
1 do not imagine that there is any one here so shortsighted as to think 
that traffic with Howrah and the country to the north of Howrrah will be 
«ufficiefitly served by a single bridge lietween Calcutta and Howrah. 
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r l^ow, aft thift Houfte is aware from the diftcuaftioaft that have been goiaf 
oa ia regard to the aew Howrah bridge, bridgee aeroft# the Hooghly 

; are by uo aieane cheap propoaitioae. Even il we get a biidge much 
the type of the preaent Howrah bridge, it will probably ecwrt u« about 
two croree of rupees. Now, if we take advantage of the construction of 
the railway bridge at Bally, the whole cost of two roadways and two 
footpaths from Bally across the river right up to the Bairaekpore Trunk 
Hoad will be about Re. 32 lakhs only. But if ten lakhs are provided 
now, we can ensure the eventual construction of a means of communica- 
tion over the Hooghly Wtween Bally and the Barrackpore Trunk Road 
for another Rs. 22 lakhs, instead of having eventually to spend alumt 
2 crores^ of lupees. It would not be ne<‘essary to spend ten lakhs now, 
nor it is necessary to put down all the money for the new scheme. AU 
that* is now wanted is that the payment of Rs. 10 lakhs in the next few 
years will eventually make the scheme a cheap one. The roads and 
footpaths nee<l not be made till the need is more insistent and funds 
perhaps more readily available. If we do ni»t spend ten lakhs now, as 
I have said, a far larger expc^nditure will be entailed in the future. By 
Inking advantage of the opp<»rtunity now, we secure a gieat bargain 
and we provide at a very cheap rate for the future development of 
Calcutta and Bengal generally. Just look at the situation as it will be 
)rhen more progress is made in opening out Calcutta. The Central 
Avenue is being opened out away to the north up to Chitpur, the new 
Chitpur bridge is goinK to be built and, as I mentioned the other day, 
a great impiovement of the Barrackpore Trunk Road will be taken in 

‘ hand next year to make it more capable of carrying present day traffic. 
We should have a magnificent thoroughfare connecting the centre of 
Calcutta with the north and east, and with roadways across the Bally 
bridge, we should have a fine highway conne(*ting Calcutta and East 
Bengal with the areas to the west on the other side of the river. It 
vseems hardly necessary for me to refer to the inade<iuacy of the Grand 
Trunk Road on the west of the Hooghly with the single bridge at 
Howrah to cope with the volume of traffic that must eventually move 
into and out of Calcutta. And we must not forget the various towns — 
those big centres of industry on both banks of the Hooghly, north of 
Calcutta. They are all bound to expand and develop and with that 
expansion of area and population there must he a greater development 
in trade as between these towns and Calcutta, all of which will make 
the need for better communications all the more urgent. I have been 
told that representatives of the rural areas look upon the scheme as one 
primarily in the interests of Calcutta, and that they therefore look 
askance at the scheme which entails expenditure on Calcutta while their 
wants are not receiving adequate treatment. I do not know whether 
those who hold such views will modify their opinions by the proposals in 
next yearV budget. Bui 1 should like to point out to them that this 
scheme will be no less '^beneficial to them than it is to the people of 
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Calcutta. Better communications between Calcutta and the mufassal 
are all to the advantage of the mufassal residents. They imply more 
rapid transport which means cheaper transport — ^they afford greater faci- 
lities for the transmission of produce from the country to the town, and 
generally they are to the advantage of the rural population as well as to 
the residents of Calcutta. 

The project has been revised as regards the approaches, since I spoke 
on the question last December, and the figure for the whole compleib 
scheme for roads and footw'ays from Bally to the Barrackpore Trunk 
Road is Rs. 32 lakhs. But I may repeat that all this will not be spent 
now. It will suffice, if we take advantage of the bargain that we have 
in our hands, to commit ourselves only to the expenditure necessary to 
Adapt the bridge to carry the roads whenever it is desired to ccmstruct 
them. That is a sura of ten lakhs only — a very small sum really for 
Bengal, and we do not have to pay it at once, nor indeed in one lump 
sura. About six lakhs would be payable in 1927 and the balance in the 
following year. For these payments we will ensure that Bengal will 
not in the future be faced with an expenditure of about 2 crores in 
building a bridge which will inevitably be necessary. AVe must have 
legard to the future, and we shall be accused of a great lack of foresight 
if w'e fail to take advantage of this opportunity and cumber the futuie 
administration of Bengal w’ith a huge expenditure of possibly 2 crore?» 
when we can secure this advantage at so small a cost. The opportunity 
will not recur: we must make up our minds now ; if we do not seize the 
present chance the opportunity will be gone for ever. 

I commend therefore this resolution for the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: This is a Government resolu- 
tion, and it recommemls to the Government that a certain step he taken. 
Now, Sir, what is the significance of this procedure? I have never heard 
of any person recommending a measure to liimself, or of any body of 
persons recommending a resolution to them.selves. Of course, we have 
heard of appeals having been made from Philip drunk to Philip sober. 
But our Government, I take it, is always sober, sane and sedate. (A 
VOICE: Question.) What, then, is the occasion for this resolution? (A 
voice: Bargain.) I am rather dull-witted, as I believe all members on 
this side of the House are. But I do hope and tivist that my keen-witted 
friends who adorn the official l>enche8 will throw some light on this 
matter. Coming to the merits of the question, I frankh*’ admit that 
some advantage will be gained by people living in this part of the 
Province if roadways and footpaths are provided on the proposed Bally 
bridge. But 1 submit that the main advantage will he reaped by the 
trade and commerce of the oountry. Is it not right and proper, then, 
that the Central Government which derives the whole benefit from this 
trade and (Commerce of the country should contribute in a fair measure 
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for the oonstnictioii and mamtenanco of ilia roadways and foo^ths* 
This resolution, on the other hand, recommends that the whole of tile 
cost he thrown on the provincial revenues. 1 am unable to accept this 
position. If, however, any scheme be put forward in which the cost of 
the scheme is shared in a fair and equitable proportion by the Central 
Government, the Government of Bengal, the Calcutta Corporation and 
the suburban municipalities, it will command our support. Mr. Donald 
•has said that the present resolution is somewhat different from that which 
was thrown out by this Council a few months ago. In what respect, 
may I ask? He says our present commitment is only Rs. 10,00,000. 
True. But it is only our present commitment, and that commitment will 
lead to. a further commitment of Rs. 22 lakhs. In other words, the 
present resolution is the same in all essential respects as the resolution 
which was rejected by the Council. I do not know what bas happened 
in the meantime that we should be asked to change our mind. I am 
unable to support this resolution in its present form, and I hope the 
Council will reject it. ^ 

Maulvl WAHED HOSSAINs Perhaps the House is aware that 
almost a similar resolution was thrown out not long ago. I must 
frankly admit that there was some misapprehension of facts. The full 
‘facts we*re not placed before the House and the conclusion then arrived 
at was based on confusion of ideas. The main consideration which 
then persuaded the House to reject (he resolution was the cost of the 
projiosed Howrah bridge in addition to a portion of the cost of the 
Bally bridge which Oovernment intend to charge on our revenues. 

Perhaps it is well known that the cost pmi)ose(l at first was 

Rs. 8,00,000. Then it went down to Rs. 4-5 lakhs, then to Rs. 4 
lakhs and 1 now understand from a letter, which has been recently 
{ irculated among members — I do not know whether I can refer to that — 
that the cost should be confined to Rs. •‘b2 lakhs. If that be so then 

the question arises whether Rs. 3 2 lakhs will be the last limit <»f 

the expenditure wlu\‘h our Exchequer is requiitnl to I^»iy or in cemrse 
of time it will be increased. This matter was discussed in the 
Corporation also and there I found that the same confusion arose 
in the course of the discussion. The matter has not yet been finally 
decided, but as far as I understand from the trend of the discussion 
that the opinion of the Coriwration is towards the acceptance of the 
cost of Rs..3-2 lakhs or something like that for the pro|)osed footpaths. 
The main question is whether we shall meet the whole cost, or the 
Government of India will also contribute something towards it. As 
has rightly been pointed out by my friend Dr. Pramathnnath 
Banerjea that the Government of India will reap the benefit of it, 
it is just and proper that the Central Government should also con- 
tribute. There is one thing which may be pointed out. I frankly 
admit that if this opportunity is lost it will be very difficult for u» 
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to g«i another opportunity of a aimilar nature. But then there 
ahoufd be a limit of the cost and if the Hon’ble Member, who has 
moved the resolution, gives us a sort of undertaking or at least a 
clear understanding on the point that the limit of cost will not exceed the 
limit of 3*2 lakhs and that the amount will be shared between the Cen- 
tral Government and the Provincial Government, then the question may 
be seriously considered by us. Another question which arises in this 
connection is this: whether the construction of the Bally bridge 
will have the effect of reducing the cost of the proposed Howrah 
bi*idge. The question is important in this way. We have to meet 
the cost of the Howrah bridge and the Calcutta Corporation is going 
to pay a portion of it if the Bill is passed. Now, if we are required 
to pay for the Bally bridge, then there will be a double burden on the 
Calcutta Corporation ; and as an alderman I may say that the Calcutta 
Corporation is quite unable to bear the burden. Sir, I ask whether 
it is just and fair to burden the same body twice. If the construction 
of the Bally bridge and the footpaths reduces the cost of the How'rah 
bridge, then I submit that there should not be much objection to 
paying a portion of the cost from the Provincial revenue. I think 
that these matters will be made clear before the resolution is put to 
the vote. 

Mr. K. CAMPBELL: Although this is, Sir, a question in regard* 
to which I hold strong views I do not intend to speak at any great 
length. On the last occasion when a similar resolution was before 
the House it was rejected but I cannot help feeling that some 
members of the Council had not had at that time a sufficient oppor> 
tunity of considering the question to enable them fully to appreciate 
its importance. It has been since discussed at a public meeting in 
Calcutta, and various letters explaining it have appeared in the 
ncwspaiMjrs. In fact it has now been fairly well ventilated, and I 
ora not therefore without hope that some at any rate of the members 
of this House now view the project differently and more favourably. 

The resolution which we have before us to-day is also different 
fi’om its predecessor. We are now merely asked to vote a total 
sum of Rs. 10 lakhs in order that such provision may be made, in the 
steel work of the railway bridge, as will enable the roadways and 
footways to be added later. That is all that we are being asked to 
do to-day, and I certainly hope that the Council will accept the 
proposal. I know quite well, indeed we all know and realise, that 
the ffuancial difBcuUies which confront this province are considerable ; 
and that there is a great and pressing need for expenditure in many 
directions. But after all there are not really many things that are 
more pressing than means of communication; and means of com- 
munication across the river Hoogbly are admittedly deficient and 
this defici(4cv will become more and more pronounced as time goes 
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<Hi and trafBc inereaaea. I do fael tberofoiw that wo shall be aaakmf 
a srreat mistake if we allow this opportunity of providing f«r • 
sec'ond road bridge to slip by. It cannot be seriously disputed that 
a second road bridge, if it is not actually a necessity at the moment, 
will be very desirable in the near future. We now have a chance of 
making provision for such a roadway at a cost which is not more than' 
a fraction of the cost of a bridge to be used exclusively for road 
.traffic; and, os I have said, such an opportunity ought not to be lost. 

I do trust, therefore, that the House will decide to accept this 
resolution, so that this great opjwrtunity of prondiiig an additional 
means of communication across the river may not be allowed to slip 
through our fingers. 

*Bibu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I have listened with groat atten* 
tion to the debate that has tak»*n place over this motion. On the last 
occasion also when this question was brought before this House by the 
Government I had expros^ed myself in favour of that proposition. But 
then the resolution was* worded in a manner that did not satisfy the 
conscience of a numl»er of members (tf this House to enable them to vote 
in favour of it. As has Keen pointed out by the previous speakers the 
circumstances have (‘hanged to this extent, namely, that not only at 
public meetings in Calcutta but also in the Calcutta Corporation they 
have expressed themselves in favour of roadways l>eing attached to the 
Bally bridge. I do not understand my friend Dr. Pramatbanath 
Banerjea why he fails to understand as to how the Government can 
bring forward a resolution in the form that it ha* done. I Iwlieve he 
tried to be more humourous than serious in speaking in that vien. He 
knows perfectly well that the Government want to ascertain the viewa 
of this House before it can reply to the Railway authorities ns to whether 
they should make provision for roadways in the Bally bridge or not. 
The only way to my mind, the Goveniinent can ascertain the views of 
this House is moving it in the form of a resolution and rules provide 
that all resolutions a'ould he in the form of recommendations to the 
Government. As conespondence has taken place between the Railway 
authorities and the Government on this question it is only Government 
who can brinjg forward a resoluticm of thin character; and although the 
philosophical temperament of my friend, Dr. Pinmathanath Banerjea, 
or his psychological principles may not he quite satisfied with the form 
in which it has been put, his diplomatic sense will surely convince him 
that this is the only form in which the resolution could he brought 
forward. 

As regards the objection raised by my friend Maulvi Wahed Hossain 
that the Goveniment should give an undertaking about the limit of the 
expenditure that would be incurred in attaching roadways to the Bally 
bridge, it is natural that Government can give an undertaking of that 
kind if this House accepts this resolntion. I cannot quite agree with 
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Mr, Efnnetli Campbell when he says that this resolution binds this 
House only to a sum of rupees ten lakhs. If this House accepts this 
resolution it must do so under the impression that subsequently, or in 
the end, this House will be prepared to vote rupees thirty-two lakhs to 
provide roadways attached to the Bally bridge, and if this sum of 
twenty-two lakhs of rupees, be not voted by this House, there is no reason 
whatsoever why Government should be authorised to spend ten lakhs 
only to provide the steel framework for the proposed roadways to the , 
Bally bridge. Therefore, Sir, the whole question resolves into this, 
namely, that this House should express its views on the question as to 
whether it is desirable to have roadways attached to the Bally bridge 
at a cost of thirty-two lakhs of rupees or not. Where the money is to 
come from will be a matter which will have to be discussed and decided 
afterwards. If this House is of opinion, as I think it is, that roadways 
are desirable in the interests of the people of this province, then 
this House should give its vote in favour of this proposition. Dr. 
Pramathanath Banerjea has said that it is the trade and commerce that 
would benefit by the attachment of roadways to the Bally bridge. But 
be did not jgo further and explain as to how trade and commerce will 
particularly benefit by the attachment of roadways and not the people 
of this province generally. My own imprassion is that trade and com- 
merce will as much benefit by the roadways as the people of this pro- 
vince — not only those who live on the west side of the river, but also 
those who live on the eastem side. If this House will properly apply 
itself to the consideration of the question as to the means of communi- 
cation between that part of Bengal lying on both sides of the bridge, 
they will surely come to the conclusion that there is a necessity for 
roadways being provided not only for the purpose of trade and com- 
merce, but also for the people on both sides of the river residing in that 
part of this province. As to whether the Goveimment of India should 
contribute towards the expenditure of this bridge or not, we have had 
sufficient experience of the attitude taken up by the Government of 
India in connection with the Howrah bridge. This House, if it votes 
in favour of this resolution, should do so under the conviction that the 
Government of India will not only not contribute towards the expenses 
of this bridge but also quite possible not allow the Central sources of 
revenue to be tapped for the purpose of providing the expenses of this 
bridge. After taking all these facts against ourselves I think, Sir, it 
would not be wise on our part to reject this opportunity and hot to have 
raadways attached to the Bally bridge. As has been rapeatedly pointed 
out, if this opportunity is lost, and if in future we find, as I think we 
shall, that a bridge is necessary between Bally and the eastem part of 
the river, then the smallest amount of expenditure that will l)e required 
to provide a bridge will be about two cmras of rupees. I^et us consider 
from that point of view. If we decide on having a bridge at a cost of 
two croras of rupees, what portion of that sum would we expect the 
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Gorenunent of India to oontributa and, I ikink, if tke question is oon* 
’sidered from that point of Tiew nobody will say that tbe OoTenunent 
of India could be expected to contribute more than 170 lakhs out of the 
two crores. Even then the GoTemment of Bengal, or the people of 
Bengal, would have to contribute at least thirty lakhs towards the con- 
struction of that bridge. So to my mind whether the Government of 
India contributes towards this expenditure or allows Central sources of 
revenue to be taxed or not, the fact remains that if another bridge has 
got to be built then this province would have to contribute in any event 
something more than thirty-two lakhs, and that is the maximum that 
the Government of Bengal at present thinks that they will have to 
expend if roadways have to be attached to the Bally bridge. Then, Sir, 
it is under the present constitution that we have got to consider this 
question. There is no doubt al)out the fact that bridges are provincial 
subjects, and therefore we ought to assume that this pn>vince would have 
to l>ear the burden of this expenditure. W’e cannot begin with the 
assumption that the Government of India would bear any portion of 
that expenditure. I quite agree with my friends on the other side that 
we should make a representation to the Government of India in view of 
the 'great requirements of money in this province for the development 
of industries, agriculture, sanitation, and other measures, that they 
should l)ear the entire cost of the nmdways. But all these problems are 
Included in the furnishing of roadways and other means of communica- 
tion. If we neglect our roadways, if we do not catch hold of oppor- 
tunities, we shall find oui-selves in the position of having to spend much 
more than we have to if we get hold of the opportunity at the right 
time. In this view of the matter, I hope that this Council will l>e of 
the same opinion us the Corporation of Calcutta in which my friends 
on the other side are in the majority, and they wiW not rtqect the motion 
with their peculiar impressions of the needs and interests of Calcutta. 
I hope this Council will accept the resolution in the form in which it 
lias been brought forward by the Oovemment. 


BalMi BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, referenc^es have been made to 
tbe Calcutta Corporation and to the resolution passed by that body. 
1 rise only to say what actually took pla<e there. Gf course the resolu- 
tion was passed at a meeting of the Calcutta Cor|)oralion, and, as is 
well known to the citizens of Calcutta, the Corjioration meets at 6 
pja. and automatically dissolves at 7 P.M. It was quarter to 7 and 
still this matter was not taken up and we found that tlie next iterp 
would not be reached and so most of the meml)ers left— -and I am one 
of those who left the meeting. When it was twelve minutes to 7, this 
question was suddenly taken up and in a thin House the resolution was 
moved and carried ; and when it came to our knowledge the next day, 
we protested, but we could not do anything because there is a rule 
in the Corporation that once a matter is disposeil of it cannot be re-opened 
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within six months. That is the state of things with regard to the 
Calcutta Corporation. My friend, the last speaker, has said that there 
has been a change in the circnmstanoes. I fail to see what the change 
is, I find that the European residents of Calcutta and especially t^e 
European members of this House have set their heart ppon this j)roject. 
Since the last meeting of the Council, when this. motion was rejected, 
the only change in the circumstance is a meeting of the, Botary Club 
and this matter was discussed in the pages of the newspapers, I see^ 
Sir, that in whatever subject the European members of the Council 
have set their heart upon they always carry it through in this 
Council whether it is the Ministers’ salaries or the Bally Bridge or 
any other thing. We read in our school days: “Try, try, and try 
again.” And if they are once defeated they bring it up again, and 
to-day, Sir, they will perhaps carry the motion in a thin House. But 
we may cry and cry hoarse, cry in the wilderness, our wishes are never 
fulfilled. So far as my feelings are concerned, as a man of Calcutta, 
I would like to have a bridge somewhere near Bally. Sir, it is not a 
provincial question : it is a question in which the people of Calcutta and 
the merchants, are primarily concerned : why should the people of 
Bengal pay rupees 10 lakhs for the present and rupees 20 to 22 lakhs here- 
after for the purpose of the Bally bridge. Why should the people 
of the whole of Bengal should pay for this project which will benefit 
only the people of Calcutta and its surroundings. Why should not 
the Government of Bengal ask the Goveniment of India to advance 
ten lakhs, and when the Government of Bengal take over the bridge 
they will pay back to the Government of India the sum with interest. 
Why should we now advance the money? People are dying in this 
country for want of money, and, as Sir P. C. Mitter had said, on the 
last occasion when this re.solution was rejected by this Council, Gov- 
ernment was always in want when asked to supply the needs of the 
people in the matter of kala-azar, malaria, primai-y education, and so 
on. I read in the newspapers that Mr. Lindsay was carrying on an 
agitation in Dacca and other places impressing upon the people the 
necessity of an education cws. If you want a certain amount for 
education then there must be an educational cess and the people of 
Bengal must pay. But when theiv is a question of constructing a 
bridge in which trade and commerce are primarily interested, then 
the provincial excheejuer must pay. Why should the provincial 
exchequer pay? I say, let tbe Government of India advance the money, 
and if we hereafter take over the bridge we shall be glad to pay back 
the whole money with interest. I say, therefore, that there has been 
no change in the situation now. We rejected this resolution some 
months back and I hope the Council will reject it agaii^. 

MMlIvi KAOER RAKEHs I think I shaU be lacking in my duty 
if I do not’ enter my emphatic protest against this resolution. Sir, I 
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believe, as every one sbonld believe, tbat Govemment primarily exist* 
for the people, for the masses, and not for any particular section or 
for any |)articular interest living in the country. I beg to submit 
that the greatest good to the greatest number should be the first 
object of every oivilised Govemment. I have heard with the utmost 
atiention the arguments most ingeniously advanced by my learned 
friend Mr. Khaitan. He says that it is desirable to have roadways 
attached to the Bally bridge. Sir, there are many things which can be 
desired in this earth and there are many things which everybody 
would like to have.. But at the same time we must take into cou- 
sideraiion whether we have got the means to have the desired things. 
We mu^ see that our expenses are incurred in such a way as to benefit 
the largest number of people over whom the Government rules. Now, 
Sir, my second point would l)e that although almost every' memW in 
this House urges the necessity for providing funds for such vital 
matters as malaria, kala>axar, and water-supply, which agitate the 
minds of the people living in the interior, I find that a very small 
amount has been proviSe<l \n this year’s Budget for these necessities. 
Now, while the people of this province are dying for want of a proper 
supply of good water, dying from malaria and kala^axar, has the 
Government any right to demand a sum of Rs. 32 lakhs, though at 
^pre.sent Rs. 10 lakhs for roadways on (he Bally bridge. I l)eg to submit, 
Sir, in this House that no attempt has l)een made to remove these 
evils in this province, and no attention has been paid to these in pre- 
vious years though attempts hax*e been made in tliis (’ouncil as also 
in the press. The Budget is silent on (his point. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Member only provides a few thousand 
rupees more than what was provided last year to eradicate kala-aaar 
and malaria an improvement of education and for water-sui>ply, 
whereas he has provided Rs. 10 lakhs for roadways on the Bally bridge. 
I take it that this bridge will benefit the commercial |)eople or some 
other section of the people; would it do any gcaal to the people living 
in the interior; why should these people suffer and be plac^ed in a 
position like this? 

The resolution, if carried in this House, will benefit only a small 
section of the people; I, therefore, under the circumstances, protest 
against the resolution. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: As one who had something to do with bringing 
up this matter again in the Council, I would like to say one or tw'o 
things in reply to what members have said on the other side of the House. 
In the first place, I would like to explain that after the discussion 
of the previous resolution which was brought forward b>' the Govern- 
ment, a number of us both in the House and outside the House felt 
that owing to various circumstances the matter had not received 
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sufficient consideration, nor had the question been sufficiently under- 
stood by the members of this House. I therefore consulted the Govei n- 
nient as to the possibility of re-opening the question, and I was told 
that this could not be done unless a sufficient number of members of the 
House were willing that the matter should be brought forward again. 
1 consulted the leaders of the various parties in this House, and as a 
result a request was sent to Government signed by a large number of 
members representing various groups, asking that the matter should 
be rediscussed. The form in which the resolution now comes before 
the House is, in most respects, the form which was suggested to 
Government by those of us who were anxious that the matter should 
be rediscussed. 

Dr Pramathanath Banerjea has said that the resolution recommends 
that the whole of the cost is t-o be borne by Bengal, and that there foi(‘ 
this resolution does not differ from the previous one moved in the 
House. Sir, that is not the case. If Dr. Banerjea will carefully look 
at the resolution again, he will realise that all the House is being 
asked to do to-day is to recommend to the Government that they do 
authorise the Railway authorities to make provision in the structure 
of the Bally bridge to allow for the construction of roadways for 
ordinary vehicular and foot traffic at a cost not exceeding Rs. 10 lakhs. 
A bridge is going to l)e built by the Railway authorities; they will 
build it whether we vote this money or not. If they build it without* 
the necessary structure being added to carry roadways our chance 
lo.st. We do not say to-day that we can afford the whole of the money 
now; that is not the point at all; we are not being asked to do that. 
All that we are being asked to do is, by paying so much money down, 
to buy an option on the bridge for the purpose of building roadways 
later on when money is available in Bengal. It has also l)€en said 
that this bridge if built would only benefit a section of Bengal. Well, 
in the first place, if the bridge is to lienefit trade and commerce in 
Calcutta, surely indirectly it benefits the whole of Bengal. Secondly, 
the bridge will not only lienefit the Municipality of (’alcutta, it will 
benefit to a very large extent the whole district of Howrah and the 
districts on both aides of the river and the large population down the 
Hooghly which is increasing rapidly every year. The only cost of 
buying an option on a bridge of that description is Rs. 10 lakhs, all 
of which will not be required to-day. 

Then, it has been said, I think, by my friend Mr. Wahed Hossuin 
'‘how do we know, supposing we spend Rs. 10 lakhs to-day, that 
^2 lakhs, which is fhe figure which is quoted for the whole of the 
bridge, will be the limit?** AVell, Sir, I take it we c^axmot say with 
any absolute certainty what the total estimate will be to-day, but 
surely Mr. Wahed Hossain knows that before this money can be spent 
on the completion of the bridge, it will have to be voted by the I^egis- 
lative Council. We are asking the Council to vote Rs. 10 lakhs to-day ; 
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for any additional expenditure we will have to come to this Counoil, 
and the Council will then have another opportunity of saying whether 
it considers what particular limit on the expenditure should he placed. 

There is one other point I would like to emphasise. Much has 
heen made about the contribution of the Government of India and that 
question was asked by Sir P. C. Mitter in his speech on the question 
when it was last discussed in this Council. In the first place I would 
a^k my friends to realise that the Government of India is making a 
contribution already by building the, bridge; that surely is a consider- 
able contribution to make, although I am aware they are taking it 
from the Railway Budget. But the bridge itself is the concern of the 
Government of India, In the 8e< ond place by the form of this resolii- 
tion we (lo not preclude the possibility of the Government’s approach- 
ing the Government of India for a contribution to the bridge when the 
time comes for its completion. That is a point Sir P. C. Mitter raised 
in the last Council when we diacussed the matter, and it is being 
brought forward again by me; he said he would l)e willing to support 
this proposal because it Would leave the question open as to whether the 
Government of India would make a contribution to the further cost 
of the bridge, and he said also that he trusted that the Governmetn 
of Bengal w'ould make a repreH<»ntntion to the Government of India 
for some kind of contribution towards the completion of the bridge. 

There is only one other point to w'hich I would like to refer. 
Mr. Wahed Ho.Hsain spoke about the relationship of this bridge to the 
Howrah bridge. I have read the debate which took place in the 
•Calcutta Corporation when this matter was dealt with there by 
Mr. Mndan Mohan Burman. In the first place, the new bridge, if it 
is provided with roadways, will very Inrg^Oy relieve tlie congestion of 
traffic which at present exists on the Howrah bridge itself, and it is 
reasonable to suppose that there is a possibility, if the Bally bridge 
is provided vvith roadways, that as a result the estimates of the new 
Howrah bridge might he reduced. It stands to reason^ that if you have 
an additional outlet mross the Hooghly for traffic, then the actual 
carrying capacity of the Howrah bridge itself will not perhaps l«» 
required to he so great; the more hridgt^s you provide across the Hrmgbly, 
the smaller will he the cariying capacity which the bridges have to 
l)ear. 

I do not think any other point has been raised except this, that 
this is the last chance. There is rujt a “ reawmahle chance of the 
matter being re-opened again”; and if this House to-day is not will- 
ing to purchase this option, or to invest Rs. It) lakhs ns a form of 
insurance in getting this bridge across at Bally, the opiMutuiiitv will 
not arise again. 

Tilt H0ll*blt Mr. DONALD: The last speaker has met most 
of the arguments and left very little for me to say. On the point 
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raisiwi' by Dr. Pramathanatb Banerjea I may say that this resolution 
is the only method now available by which we can get the opinion of 
the Council. We are not now asking for any money to be voted. The 
demand will come later. But meanwhile we have to say whether the 
scheme in approved; the expenditure will be incurred later on. As to 
the remarks of Maulvi Wahed Hossain, Bs. 10 lakhs has been given 
to me as the maximum for this immediate commitment. As for the 
other Rs. 22 lakhs for the construction of roadfways and footpaths, it 
is not unlikely that this figure will diminish as time goes on. 

The one important point that Mr. Kader Baksh forgets is that we 
are taking advantage of the opportunity of getting a bridge and roads 
for about Rs. *12 lakhs as against an expenditure of a possible 2 crore% 
the balance of Rs. 170 lakhs will be available for all the various* 
puri)ose« of which he has sjwken. Provincial resources will be the 
poorer, when the time comes to build the bridge if we do not take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

As regards the question of a contribution from the Government 
of India, that is a different matter, a constitutional question is involved, 
but if it is the feeling of this Council that we should ask the Govern- 
ment of India to make a contribution, I have no objection. But I 
would not rest any hopes on that. 

I wish to make it quite clear that if we agree to accept this resolu- 
tion we stand committed to the expenditure. 

The motion of the Hon^ble Mr. J. Donald was then put, and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AMamt-Williamt, Mr. C. 

AliiiMtf, Maul¥i TaytlwddiN. 

All, MsuIyI tayytd tulUn. 

All, Mr. Alur. 

■•rma, Sal Sahito Fanahanan. 

•asu, Sabu JatiiMIra Nath. 

Si nay, Mr. L. 

Oamphall, Mr. K. 

Chakravaiii, Mr. Byamkta. 

CliaiNliiurl, tha Han'bla Na«N* Bahabiir 
•alyid Nawab All, Kban Sabadar. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Obawdbary, Maulvi Fatlal KaHm. 

Cabaa, Mr. 0. d. 

OaoiMT, Mr. C. 0. 

Caraaraa, Mr. •. d. 

Orawfard, Mr. T. C. 
oat. Baba Obara Chandra* 

Oat, Hal sabadar Amar Nath. 

Oaad, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

DanaK, tha Han*Ma Mr. d. 

DtM, Nai Bahadur Fyarl Lai. 

OrauMnand, Mr. d. B. 


Faraqai, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 
FarrttUr, Mr. d. Campball. ' 

Bhainavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu AbniM) 
Kban. 

fiMnka, Ral Bahadur Badridat. 

Buba, Mr. F. N. 

Haa, Kban Bahadur Kaxi Zahlrul. 

Utard, Major Bonoral Riohard. 

Mopliyno, Mr. W. t. 

Hoooain, Nawab Muoharruf, Khan Bahadur 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. FaxMil. 
damta, Mr. F. E. 
dtniuiway, Mr. d. H. 

Khaitan, Baby Pobi Frotad. 

Ul Mahammad, Haji. 

Liddoll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindoay, Mr. d. H. 

Maoib, Mr. Byod M. 

MIttar, Sir Fravaah Cbundor. 

Maiwfia. Dr. H. w. B. 

Marian, Mr. B« 

Muharji, Mr. B. 0. 

NasiaNMiiim Kbad<k 
Oaian, Mr. I. F. 

FhlUp, Mr. d. Y. 


Outt, Mr. B. i. 
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nw> Ma ll mwa n ttanwa*. 

*1lai3ff BaM tM Wi Kra Natlb 
mjh tiM Maiwmja 

0lHiMr«. 

Nay dMMNiiiri, Mr. K. 0. 

mrntmrni, Mala Manaiatlia Nata. 
May, Mr. i. N. 

May, Mr. Tarit Bliutaa. 

May, Maja ManilaU tiiwii. 


•aiaar, MaaM Alan MM. 
•iMaa, Mr. i. w. A. 

SAIaatr, Mr. A. a. 

•aaitA, Mr. 4. F. 

StMiMaa, tiM Naa*Mt Sir Hugli. 
Travara, Mr. W, t. 

WIM. Mr. M. a. 

WaatfMA, Mr. rf. a. 
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AAaaiaA, Mautwi AtiaiMia. 

AAbmA, Maulvl Zannoar. 

AMaallak, Mollah. 

MaMi. Aaba NaaiM CAaiiara. 

MaAtA, Maaivi Kadar. 

•aaarjaa, Dr. Framatliaiiath. 

Danariaa, Dabu tatya Kiahora. 

Biawat, Mr. AMul Latif. 

Baaa, Baku Bajay Krialma. 
Ohakrayarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Cbakravarty, Baba tudaraan. 
Obattarlaa, Baba Umaa Chandra. 
CbaadbaH, Maaiwi talyad Abdar Mab. 
Ohaiidar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oaa, Or. Mahini Mahan. 

Oaa BaBU, Or. 4. M. 

Day, Baba Barada Fraaad. 

Oafar, Maaivi Abdal. 

Oantaly, Baba Khagandra Nath. 
Naldar, Mr. t. N. 

Haq, ihah fyad Emdadul. 

Haqaa, Maaivi Sayadal. 

Naaaain, Maaivi Wahad. 
daardar. Maulvl Aftab Naaaain. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra tal. 

Ktan, Mauivi Abdur Naaahid. 


Khan, Mauivi Amanat 
Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Baaar. 

Maity, Baba Mahandra Nalh. 

MItra, Babu Jagandra Nath. 

Mttkarjaa, Babu Taraknalh. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Kaagi, Babu Manmahan. 

Fahiawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jabbar. 
Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Naikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Nay, Or. Kumud lankar. 

Nay, Babu BataawHbati. 

Nay, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Nay, Mr. D. N. 

Nay, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Nay Ohaudhuri, Babu Ullaja Nath. 
%ath***“^**"*'*’ •htyandra 

Barkar, Babu Ntmanta Kumar. 

•arkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tan Oubto, Mr. A M. 

Buhrawardy, Or. A. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Najib Uddin. 


The Ayes beinpr 04 end the Noes 50, the motion was rarrie.]. 


Ur. PRES OEMT: Gentlemen of the Council, with re»rar<l to the 
Truest made by several memlnsrs of the Council for an extra day to 
discuss the Bills of Dr. Moreno, I hove to state that His Excellencv 
the Governor is unable to allot an extra .lay for non-offi. ial busings 
in this session. 


AdJouiUMiiBiit. ^ 

• -IP 

The Council was then adjourneil till ,3 o’clock on Monday, the 
1st March, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
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202 . 

i iM m far IMMT 

Iniaaduction ,by Finance Member, 

1«7. 


iai 

Burdwan 

district and Iwal board.H eltHJilons, 10, 
Juror, death of a, at—, 195. 

Calcutta 

MoUir-’buHOH, pyltng of. in 293. 
Motor-car awidents in iU)l, 

Plying of nmtor-lorritw in , :h) 1 
8windh*rs in the northern divisioit ul 
“ , 2iM. . 

Campbell, Mr. k. 

Hally Hndge. consirmtion nl rojuUa.V'* 
to jr4). 

President, motion tor rt^nutval ol - 
321 

Carmichael, Lord 

K4‘fi‘reiiee to the death of , 2. 

Chairmen 

Piillel of eoiiHtit tiled, 3 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra 

Watt'rMa.\.s, nUMe,\ ot , 2l(i 

Chakrabarti, Mr, Byomket 

President, motion lor i*nu»vjil ot 
320 

Chakravorty, Babu Sudaraan 

Kasti'rn Ihoigul ltallwa^, loweiinjr <^1 
eiilverls on , 19.M 

Qua lilir‘.'it 1011 of homo iu,\ magistrates, 

.3 

Tulasar rnioii Ih>.uil. Piehidenl ol~ , 
295 

Champdani Municipality 

Luhotiring cluHrs's repiesi iited on 

:m. 

Chandina 

Siib-IG‘gistrv olhn* at , 15.3 

ChafNbNir 

Through trams In'twivii Nfiiikhnlt aqid 
, 22 

Chatterlea, Babu Unm Chandra' 

Beggar uuiiuiitee, 284. 

Failure of crot» lu Visliitupur, 4. 
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Mitarli, JibMitol, Mto prittntr, 197. 

ClMHidlNiri, Rai Harandrafiatli 

Boggar nuisance, 283. 

Fish Fry Preservation Bill, 1926, the 
Bengal. Motion for circulation 114. 

Khulna, settlement of land revenue of 
temporarily^settled estates in — , 2()7. 

President, motion for removal of — , 
321, 323. 

Village Belf-Oovernment (Amendinent) 
Bill, 1925, 38, 43, 67, 90, 92, 96. 

OhaiNttHiri, Hon'lila Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur 

Budget for 1926-27, 18.5. 

Ohakaria Sundarbans Forest Reserve, 
deforestation of — , 127. 

Chandina, Sub-Registry office at — , 
168. 

Excise tax on date trees, 290. 

Fish Fry Preservation Bill, 1926, the 
Bengal, 114. 

Forests, demand for expenditure under 
— withdrawn, 341. 

Registry offices, xenaiiu waiting rooniF 
at-, 306. 

Russu distillery contractors, 306 

Veterinary ColU^ge, Bengil, 3.3 

Ohaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq 

Civil and Criminal (’ourts establish- 
ment in Noukbali, 5. 

Drdered to witlidniw, l.'W. 

Plying of iiiotor-lorricH in Calcutta, 

m. 

Beameti, unemployment amongst—, 
25.5. 

HuN|)enHion of standing order i>8 object- 
ed to, 137, 138. 

Child, Mr. R. H. 

Took oath, 1. 

OhittaBont 

Cliakaria Sundarbans Forest llm'rvc, 
deforeaiatiun of — , 127. 

Loans for development of — Port. 346. 



Bridge near — in connection with 

Bhairab Scheme, 194, 


Communal raiiraoanUtion on BoRiiil 
tOBMlbtivo CounoH, 129. 

Comimmiquo 

Concerning the death of a juror at 
Burdwaii, 196. 

Comuanyganl 

Amalgamation of police-station, with 
thaiia Bonagazi, — , 20. 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. 

Traik oath, 1. 

Copyists and typists of courts, 25, IM. 

1.1 

Cows 

Wlauglitcr of — , 1.52 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Took oath, 1. 

Dacca mail ditastar at Halts, 123, 150. 
Dsmodar canal, 198. 

Damcdar Canal Schema, 302. 

Dankuni Khal, 206 

Daz, Amar Nath, Rai Bahadur 

Took oath, 1. 

Daa, Dr. Mohini Mohan 

Kumar river, proiiosal to build sluices 
and lot'ks atToss tlie Imnds of spill 
channels of — , 202. 

Nanmsiidras, appointment of — to Jud*- 
( ial Scrv'icc, 35. 

Public Works Department, temporary 
men in — , 155. 

Rtate prisoner Pratul Ganguli, 203. 
Waterways, survey of — , 229. 

Ois, Mohandra Nath 

A prisoner in Suri Jail, 200. 

Political convict, 29. 

DM Gupta, Or. a. M. 

Ordered tu witMraw, 139. 
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Hit* trMSi txttilt tM S96. 

D«tta» Mu AkMI ChwMIra 

Preaklent, motion for removnl of — , 
311. 

Villivjse Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1925, the Bengal, 44, 54, <»{), 

^Waterways, aiirvey of — , 225. 

Hand, Mr. M. 

Holiday a, extension of — , 272. 

SiMitnen, unt'mploytxl ainon^Ht— , 249. 

• 2(>r». . 

0«t Paramananda, ddtanu, 13, 21. 

Ddtanus 

Cost (nverage) of — , 197. 

Day, Mu Borada Protad 

Accident at Kiiij; G<Hir>'e’H IXick at 
Garden Rtmch, 5 

Bill, Calcutta Port (Amendment), 1920, 

• 350. 

Cahiittn Port Trust, Portland l*ark 
quarters for ofliwrs of — , 148. 

Calcutta Port Trust, r(dreiicliment in — , 
147. 

Dismissal of Mr. 8 P. Gupta, Assistant 
'Director of Public Health, Kajshahi 
Circle, 120. 

Kxi'isi^ tax on date trees, 2JH) 

King George's Doc&„ ac< ulent at— 

120 . 

Physieal training in schools, 242. 

Police Administration Committee, 1921, 
81. 

System of nomination by elected 
members of municipalities for Gov- 
ernment appointment, 148 

V'illage Self-^vernnient (Amendment) 
Bill, 1926, the Bengal, 09. 

Water-supply, grant for rural — , 297. 

Waterways, survey of — , 224, 

OivitMfit, 51, 56, 57, 60, 73, 89, 01, 97, 
99, 106, 107, no, 340, 345, 368. 

OufuM, tut H«n*blt Mr. d. 

Accident at King George’s Dock at 
Garden Reach, 6. 

Bagerhat, passenger shed at steamer 
station ai—i 28. 


MMd. <*• Mm*Mi Mr. 4 . 

Bally Bridge, construction of «road- 
ways to—, 365, 367. 

Bill, Calcutta Port (Amendment), 

unio, :m, 350 . 

Hrahiiiaputra Bridge, “ pontage '* 
charge on iiasiamgerH over the — , 

m. 

Budget, introduction of — , 157. 

('ahuttn Port Trust, Portland Park 
quarters fur ufliiers of — , 148. 

Cali-utta Port Trust, retnuicHnient 
ill — , 147. 

Basti^rti Ikmgnl Railirny, lowering of 
culverts on — , 193. 

Fares and freights on inland steamers, 
14 

Gabkhan Bharnmi Khal steamer 
route, 15. 

Guuri|)ur-Myniensing)) railway junction, 
pro}H)Hed overbrnlge at — , 125. 

(Jraiui Trunk Road, repairs of — , 19. 

(jiraiit deiiiundiHl for development of 
Ciiittagung Port, 340, 347 

(iiatil deiuatidcil for |H>lice building, 
345 

Grant-in-nid rules, the word ** Beno* 
fai'tor ” in--, 304 

Holidays, exU»nsion of— , 273, 

Inland steamers, survey of-*, 291. 

Iclinpur High Kiiglish Kiliool, tuHnag> 
iiig committee of — , 155. 

Khulna Ghat steaiiier station, 157. 

King Gwirge's Ihsk, sccident at — , 

120 . 

lailgoln Ghat steamer serviiw with 
Mnlda section, 125. 

Madrassah Committee, Calcutta, 80. 

Maktabs and primary whools, 302. 

Panchanantala Iloml in Howrah, light 
railway {>assing through — , 126. 

Physical training in schmils, 245. 

Platforms in certain stations of Kast 
Indian Railway, 10. 

Press, iiayment for piecework in 
Bengal Govilrninent— , 207. 

Press, pUM>e-rate system in Bengal 
Government — , 30. 

Primary education, 29, 166. 

Primary education, legislation for—, 
16. 

Public Works Department, temporary 
men in---, 156. 

PobiitwiicMM, purchase of, in Uattad 
Kingdom, 30. 
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D«mM, tlM HM’Mt Mr. 4. 

Railwaj’ connwtimi to Rarisal, 16. 

Railway connection to Nflwabganj, 17. 

Railway from Snntipur to Krishnagar, 
122, 

Uc-ticn<*hnjcnt in aervices on Retrench- 
ment Comuiittoe’s recommendations, 

ir)2. 

R<>veime paid by inland steamer 
conipanioH, 14. 

Hantipur-KriMhnagnr Railway, reduc- 
tion ol train stTvico on — , 292. 

Miintipur-Krishnagar Railway, train 
Hcrvicc on — , 303. 

Santipnr railuay Ktation, 24. 

Scainon, uncinploy«l amongst — , 283, 
288 

Sciajganj C\>nrt railway station, 158. 

Tram Hcrvi(«* bc>two<'n Noakhali and 
Cluindpur, 22 

Drummond, Mr. 0. 

Took oath, 1. 

\' 1 11a go S<'U-(iov<‘rnmont (Amendment) 
Hill, 1925, Mh' Hongal, 71 

Dunia Khal, 205 

East Indian Railway 

IMntl'ormH in cortain stations of the 
llou’iali-Hurdwan Chord and Handel- 
Katwa linc'8 <if — , 18 

Eaatarn Bengal Railway 

(hilviTtN, lowi'riag of — , 193 

Eleotorat Rulee, Amendment of Bengal—, 

129. 

Fialiery riglita in navigable rivert, 26. 

Pereets 

Motion demanding exp#viKlit«re under — , 
withdrawn, Jtll. 

Forreeter, Mr. d. Camiibell 

Heggar nuiaivnce, 278, 287. 

QMIrnn Wiarafii Khal, 14, 23 

Bahhhaw Bharanl Khal e l aa im r raiita. 


Qafur, Mauivi AhM 

Communal repreeentation on Legis- 
lative Oouneil, 129. 

** Mr.” and ” Babu ”, designation of 
officers with — , 149. 

Serajganj Court railway station, 168. 
Waterways, survey of — , 214. 

Gangakhali and Buadighi Khalt, 208. 

Oanguli, Pratul, a stata priaoiMr, 203. 

Ganguli, Babu Khagandra Nath 

Assistant Jailors, SOO. 

(Hand Trunk Road, repairs of — , IH. 
MinistiTK, motion for reduction of 
grant demanded for past — , 342. 
Panchanantala Road in Howrah, rail- 
way iwissing through — , 128. 
Physical training in schools, 242. 
Seamen, unemployment amongst — , 
259. 

Village Self-Government (Amendment) 
Hill, 1925, the Bengal, 88. 

Qarulla Munieipality 

System of election not extended to — , 
{ 105 . 

Ghuinavi, Hadfi Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan 

Holidays, extension of — , 270. 
Waterways, survey of — , 212. 

OouripurMyiiian tin g h railway lunatlan 

Proposed overbridge at — , 124. 

Oavs mm t n t tf India Act 

Motion under section 72C(4) of — , 306. 

Grand Trunk Canal P ra i a at , 26. 

Grand Trunk Raid 

Repairs of — , 18. 

Qr anPin-aid ndat 

The word ” Benefactor ” in*-, BM. 


194 . 


.Crania, 


aa. 
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ar«itt» iw— 

'* RA. — FVifeet*,** 341. 

32->0«netal AdminiatrAtionp'* 341. ' 

•«aa-Cfivil Work8.»» 346. 

Lonns and Advances, 346. 

Grtivtt r to w—un d i titni, 

. 28. 

omit, Mr. r. N. 

OommuiiAl re|»re8eDtation, 146. j 

I 

'finpta, Dr. 8. P, 

Dhimissnl of — , Assistant Director of 
Public Health, llnjshahi Circle, for 
taking part in a prditical movement, 
120 . 

Qarulia Mimtoifiality 

Hystem of representation in — , 33, 

HaMar, Mr. 8. N. 

Alk>wan<'e to internee Jatindra Nath 

. Hhattacliarji, 14. 

Das, Mohendra Nath, |>olitioal convict, 
29. 

Detenu Paramananda De, 13. 

Internet* Jatindra Natli Uhattacharii, 

121. 

Medical practitionors for di^tenns at 
Kulpi, 13. 

Tramways men, assanlt on, at Kali- 
ghat dep6t, 75. 

NaMi 

Pro}ect^ canal between Kalighai 
and—, 204. 

Nalaa 

Dacca mail disaster at — , 123. 

Naa. Kail laMml, KHm ■ahaiiir 

laikkhya river near Qhoraaal, 21. 

Communal representation, 133. 

Fish Pf7 Preservation Bill, 1986, the 
Bengal. Motiop for refereooe to 
Select Committee, 112. 

Holidays, extension of — , 271. 

Ministerial oAoers, extension of 
service to---after 66 yeare, 804. 


NaiiliMliliaiiMiaini 

Physical culture in schoob, 233. 

Seamen, unemployment amongst—, 
267. 

Village S(df-Oovernment (Amendment) 
Bill. 1926, tlie Bengal, 46, 01. 

Waterways, survey of—, 211. 

Halidaya, axtanaiaii a! piiMio— , 207. 

Nofiorary Magiatratt 

(Qualifications of — , 3. 

HoaMdy Dittriot dail 

Mosquito curtains supplied Ut prisoners 
of--, 24. 

Heqiio, Maulvl tayadul 

Bill, Ciilcuttu Munici|>al (Aineml- 
nient), U»20, JV>2, 

(\)ni|MUiygiinj, iimiilgiiinaiion of— with 
SoiuigaRi t liana, 20. 

Hulidiiys, (*xt<'nsi()ii of — , 20H. 

IsM'nl Keli*(lovernnu*ut (Atnemlmeni) 
Bill, 1920, the Bengal, 101 

Noiikhiili, ndditioniil judicial AHsistance 
to-, 22 

Noakhali, civil np|v*als with the Dis- 
trict Judge of—, UM, 198, 199. 

NcMikhali District Board, election of 
Clitiirmnn — , 149. 

Nottklmli, Distrii't Judge of — , 23. 

Hlanding orders, liMive for motion to 
aimiiui — , 37. 

Train serviw bi»tween Noakhali and 
Chandpiir, 22. 

Village 8«*lf-Governmefit (Amendment) 
Bill, 1925, the Bengal. Motion for 
considerntion, lOH, 

Haapitais 

Levy of fees from patients, 31. 

j Haaaain, Maulv) Waliad 

! Bally Bridge, construction ol road' 

ways to—, 860. 

Bhntpara, Garulia and Tittagar .Mnof* 

> cipaiities, system of niproseata^l^ 
in—, 38. 

^ Kamarhati Mttniciilaliiy, tynem of 

eUa.'tion extended to—, 804. 

Physical cuHure in schoob, 284. 

Pnmary education, 166. 

Village BeH-Oovemment (Aineiidi»a#l 
BUI, 1925, the Bengal, 68. 
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Howrah 

Gang case at — , 803. 

Ijegal praciitiouer« engaged in Gov- 
eminent caseii in — , 28. 

Government caiiea and engagement of 
pleaders of'— Bar, 153. 

Huq, Mauivi A. K. FuHiH 

Ciimmunal reprenentation, 135. 

FareH and freights on inland steamers, 
14. 

Gubklian Bharani Khal steamer 
route, 14, 23. 

Inland Mteamers, survey of — , 290. 

Itailway <x>nnection to Harisal, 16. 

Itevenue paid by inland steamer 
(ompanies, 14. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramui 

Communal representation, 142. 

Nominated Chairman, 3. 

President, motion for removal of — , 
333. 

Waterways, survey of — , 222. 

Huq, Mr. Mahbubul 

Df»puty Jailors, selection of — , 83. 

Press, payment for piece-work in 
Bengal Government—, 207. 

Press, piece-rate system in Bengal 
Government — , 30. 

lleorganisation of jails establishments, 
81. 

Beaman, unemptoymeut amongst — , 

200 . 

Village Self-Government (Amendment) : 
BiU, 1925, the Bengal, 46. 

lehapur High English Sohool 

Constitution of Managing Committee 
of—, 154. 

InlarHI st sw nsrs, turvty of—, 290. 

Jails, vMtsrs tf— , 35. 

Jails Dspartmsnt 

Reorganisation of— establishments, 81, 
84. 

Jailsrs, Aslbtaiit, 295, 300. 

J i i lt n , •sMotltii at tfsputy, 83. 


Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Bally Bridge, construction of road- 
ways to—, 365. 

Communal representation, 132. 

Physical culture in sohoolB, 237. 

Publications, purchase of — ^in United 
KjngdtMm, 30. 

Jattera 

Bcliemes for impruvement of rivers 
of—, 195. 

fiettlctment expenses of — , 200. 

Juror 

Dtmth of a — , at Rurdwan, 196. 

Kslighsi 

Projected canal bt'tween — and Ualdi, 
204. 

Karnsrhsti Munioifwlity 

Elwtive system introdut*ed in — , 304. 

Kana Naili, garaswati and—, 34. 

Khaitan, Bahu Dohl Frosad 

Rally Bridge, construction of road- 
ways to — , 361. 

Khan, Babu Dobondra Lai 

Midnapore, electiuns and nominations 
of members of local boards of — , l2l. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raaohid 

Nagendra Kuri, death of—, at the 
hands of dacoits, 150. 

Khan, Mauivi Amanat 

Chnkarin Bundarbans Forest Resei^’^e, 
deforestation of — , 127. 

Khuma 

Bettlement of iand revenue of terai 
porarUy-settled estates in—, 207. 

Khulna Ohat s t aarnsr station, 157. 

King Otorgs's Dooli 

Accident at—, 5, 190. 

KHthnagar 

Railway line from Santipur tn— , 122. 
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fCMlpi 

^ M«du«l praciitioners for detenus At—, 

• 13 . 

Kumar ftlvar 

' PropusatH U» close khaU south of — , 

202 , 

Kunti Nadi, ^5. 

Kuri, Nagandra 

IVatii at tlie haiulN of dacoits, \M). 

Ukkhya Rivtr 

SiltiiVK up of — , near Gliorasnl, 21. 

Lai Mahamimd Haji 

Nator'Rajshnhi Motor Servjw, 127. 
Waterways, aurvey of — , 218, 

Lalgolashat 

Makla steamer service, 126. 
liajsliahi steamer serxioi*, 126. 

Lttttd posts and Bengal Civil SsrviM 

* omosrs, ;ioi . 

Madrassih Committss, ths Calcutta--, 

80. 

Malty, Babu Malitndra Nath 

Dunia khal, 205. 

Kalighai and Haldi, projcH^Uni canal 
between — , 204. 

llupnarain river, Hiui(v for taking in 
water from — , 200. 

Buadi^lii and Gani;nkhali khals, 208. 
Waterways, survey of — , 230. 

Makla 

Steamer service to — , 126, 

Msmbars, attsndanos of—, 1. 76, 12o, 
147, 183, 248, 288, 348. 

Mombars mram in, l. 

M s m bsr s , withdrainil of—, 138, 1.38. 



Mionapofs 

Delay in publisliing tho reault of elec- 
tions and notninations to local | 
boards, 121. 

Mlniataro 


MifioHtiot and oammaroitl bitaraala 

H^'presentation of — on Legtalativa 

CVmiu'il^ 137. 

Mitra, Babu dogandra Nafb 

Hhnirub river, rtMiioval of silt bar in—, 

21 . 

lihaiiab scbeme, 200. 

Itliairab 8<beme, question of a bridge 
near Ohiindaugn, 184. 

.li'SHon* riM*r. s<'la‘iiies for improvement 
of . lav 

MotorM-ar a<H>ideiits in ('alcutta, IKll. 

Motor traffic in iiuifnss^d, damage to 
roail owing to -, 281. 

Mittor, Sir Provash Chundsr 

President, motion for removal of — , 
.32iS. .128. .HHl. 

Mora Gangs ChannsI, 208 

Morsno, Dr. H. W. g. 

Hill, Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment)—, 1821), ;kVI. 

('oniiiiuiial repreN(>ntntion, 1JI2, 146. 

Physical ciiltun* m schools, 236, 

Primary education, h«gis]atii»n for—, l5. 

Santipur railway station, 24. 

Hantipur-Krishnagar railway, nsiiietion 
of tram Ht*rvice on — , 282. 

H«*iimen, unemployment amongst — , 268. 

Morgan, Mr, 0. 

Nominat4Hl Chairman, 3 

Tix»k oath, 1, 

Mr/* and ** Babu 

Designation of officers with — , 148. 

Muhammadans 

Periviitage of appointments given to—, 
.31. 

HukM for apiKantrnont of— in Oovemmont 
service, 78. 

Mukorloa, Babu Taraknath 

Ilurda'nn, death of a juror at — , 186. 

Datikuri khal, 200. 

Kunti Nadi, 36. 

Mosquito curtains siipplM»d to priaoners 
of malarious distrkis, 24. 

Platforms in certain ataiioiis of Kkst 
Indian Uailway, 16. 

Rorlia khal, tt4. 

Haraswati and Kaoa Nadi, 34. 


Demand for back pay of—, 341. 
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Mukirli, Mr. •. 0. 

CommuiiAl r©pr««entatioii, 184. 

Physical itrah^ng in adioolfi, 844. 

HiilitiMlpiir 

Civil jurifidiction of oertam villaRea 
within polic5CH9tation — , 123. 

MalitalM and primary aohaolt, 302. 

Mimioipalitiat 

.System of nomination by olecte<l Com- 
missioners for Government appoint- 
ment, 148, 

MymantifiilvBhairab Bazar railway 

Acculents on the — , 206. 

Namatudrat 

Appointment of — to Benf^l Judiein! 
S^^rviee, 35. 

Nator-Rajahahi Motor Borvioo, 127. 

NawabtanJ 

Railway connection Uj — , 17. 

Noogi, BaBu Manmohan 

District and local hoards’ elec-tion in 
Hurdwan, 16. 

Noaliliall 

Civil appeals with the District Jnd(^ 
of—, 194, 198, 199. 

Civil and Criminal Courts’ establish- 
ment in — , 6. 

District Judge of — , 23. 

. Election of Chairman of District Board 
of—, 149. 

Judicial assistance to—, 22. 

Tlmna jurisdictions of — , 20. 

Through trains between Chandpur 
and—, 22. 

NaMior, BaBu Nam OliMidrB 

Khulna Glmt steamer station, 167. 

Mora Qanga Channel, 2^. 

light ndlwny passing thronidi— , 1*6- 


PBilip, Mr. d. T. 

Took oath, 1. 

Polioa Admifiiatratian C am ml ttoa, 1M1, 

81. 

FoHoa BoiMifiBt, grant damandad far, 

346. 

Port Truat, Caloiitta 

Portland Park quarters for oflioers 
of—, 148. 

Retrenchment in — , 147. 

Praaidifit 

Adjournment to 10-30 a.m. owing to 
garden party at Government House, 

2:10. 

Amendment to resolution without 
notice, 137. 

Arguments not permissible in ques- 
tions, 83. 

Communicates Governor’s decision not 
to allow an extra day for non-official 
business, 369. 

Consent of the members named in . a 
motion is neci^ssary to the moving 
of the motion, 248. 

Dis<‘Ussion not to be permitted during 
questions, 79. 

Grant which has been made cannot be 
nHliscusH«id in Council, view thi^t — 
is wrong, 344. 

Memlx^rB entering the Chamber after 
the division bell ceased to ring, but 
before the doors are locked srs 
entitled to vote, 107. 

Members in the gallery are in the 
House, 106. 

Member not withdrawing his remark 
though asked to do so, 37. 

Members ought not to be carried away 
by their feelings. They should ooa> 
fine their remarks to the point 
under discussion,- 887. 

Members not to practise any cukwtm- 
ing, pulling and dragging of 
members inside the Cfiiamber, 889. 

Members should sit down when the 
President is on his legs, 8^. 

Members, withdrawal of, 188, 189. 

Motion for reference to Select Gom- 
mittee allowed omitling names of 
certain members whose consents 
were not received, 111. 

Motion for removal of—, 806. 
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Presides over discnssion of motion 
against him and at the time of ' 
division, S3P. 

Questtons of principle to be dealt with 
in debate rather than in^ reply, 79, 
Recognises no master except the 
, Honae which only can interfere with 
his action, 289. 

Remarks about the entertainnumt of 
A vernacular reporter, 3. 

Resolution partly analogous to one 
^ under discussion not moved ns 
amendment, 234. 

Right of reply, mover of on amend- 
ment has no — , 51. 

Standing order 08 suspimded to allow 
motion without notice, 137. 

Standing orders, action taken to con- 
stitute A SelcH^t Committee to con- 
sider the proposed amendment of— 
37. 

Statement in rt^ply, it is not for, to 
decide, 201. 

Stntcunont outside the House is not 
, relevant inside, 343. 

Supplementary question, a big ques- 
tion is not a—, 30. 
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